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No.47 – COUNCILLOR ARTHUR PRICE.

Upon the retirement of Mr W A Ellis, J.P., from the Handsworth District Council, after being honourably associated with that body and its predecessor the Local Board for many years, Mr Arthur Price was in March last nominated by the Soho Ward Conservative Association for the vacant seat and on April 4th he was elected by a majority which left him upwards of 400 votes to spare.  The contest took place in Soho Ward where Mr Price has long resided and was short, sharp and decisive.  The Conservative candidate’s strongest opponent was Mr W H Davies, an Independent Liberal, who twelve months ago ran the Conservative candidate in Sandwell Ward very close.  Almost everyone interested in the fight expected that Mr Price would win but few we fancy could have predicted the actual result.  Mr Price polled 634 votes – the highest number ever recorded we believe for any candidate in a local election – whilst Mr Davies only received the suffrages of 222 electors.  Mr G P Lempriere, an Independent Conservative candidate was very considerably below Mr Davies on the poll. Mr Price has taken his seat on the District Council and a few weeks ago was formally elected a member of some half-dozen committees.
His great popularity among the inhabitants not merely of Soho Ward but the parish generally will cause many eyes to be turned towards the new Councillor and his further career as a public personage will be watched with a kindly interest.

A brief sketch of Mr Price is very opportune at the present moment.  The portrait of him we are enabled to present to our readers is of the “speaking” kind.  We would we could with pen and ink, set down as faithfully the story of his upright and conscientious past.  To do this in cold type is we recognise impossible but so far as the short space at our disposal will permit we will “a plain unvarnished tale deliver” in which we shall at least set forth who our subject is and to some extent what he has done for the public weal.

He was born at Wordsley, near Stourbridge, the great centre of the glass trade in 1858.  In the course of the following year his parents removed to Birmingham, his father being appointed manager of the Soho Glass works and tenanted a house at Hockley.  Inasmuch as these good people settled down in the neighbourhood and no more “folded their tents like the Arabs and as silently stole away.”  Mr Price can claim to be to all intents and purposes a native of the best governed of all terrestrial cities.  For many years he has lived within sound of the bells of St Michael’s and his most cherished associations are all of this parish.  He was educated in part at St Michael’s Schools, Thornhill Road, under Mr George Bennett and Mr Erskine and subsequently at the Bridge Trust Grammar School, where he was for two-and-a-half years a pupil of the Rev. J. Merrick Guest.  When a boy he sang in the choir of St Michael’s Church and speaks affectionately of the Rev. Mr Thursby and his successor in the vicariate, the Rev. Osbort Mordaunt.  It may be of interest to remark here that many of his old school-fellows at St Michael’s who are now householders in Soho Ward rallied round him in his recent fight for the District Council and rendered him yeoman service.

In March 1872 Mr Price bade farewell to his alma mater and obtained an appointment at the Soho Glass Works.  He worked hard and with characteristic success in the interests of the firm of John Walsh Walsh and was ultimately admitted to partnership.  Last year, upon the completion of his twenty-fifth year at the works he was presented by the firm with a case as a mark of respect and esteem.  He is not the first member of the firm to enter public life, Mr L J Murray the principal being a member of the Birmingham City Council.  

A staunch Churchman Mr Price has done excellent work at All Saints’ and the Handsworth Parish Church and in connection with the voluntary system of education in both parishes.  After a long period of service as sides man at All Saints’ he was elected people’s warden and held office for two years, earning the thanks of the parishioners and not less of the Rector, the Rev. P E Wilson.  He is and has ever been deeply interested in the schools.  Since 1880 he has been a manager of All Saints’ Schools and at the present time is also financial secretary.  In addition to this he has a place on the management committee of the Handsworth Parish Schools.
It is however in connection with his work as Hon. Secretary of the West Relief Fund that Mr Price will be most fondly remembered in the future.  Councillor A R Jephcott, himself a working man, stated in a recent speech that Mr Price had been a guardian angel to the very poor in West Birmingham, carrying sunshine and gladness into homes darkened by distress, saddened by sickness and pinched by poverty.  Nor was the eulogy overdrawn as many a needy soul has been helped would willingly testify.

The West Birmingham Relief Fund was started during the severe winter of 1891 and was intended to meliorate the exceptional distress caused by the temporary cessation of work in the building trade and among gardeners and out-of-door craftsmen generally.  In a letter to Mr E J Smith, the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., for the division, expressed regret that there was no fund for people to apply to under exceptional circumstances.  This led up to a meeting of the charitably disposed in the division and the inauguration of the fund.  Mr Price was elected Hon. Secretary and 
Mr L. J Murray Hon. Treasurer.  The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain was of course appointed President.  The success of this fund – the first of the kind attempted – has led to the establishment of others, similar in character and scope in the various parliamentary divisions of the city.  Many prejudices had to be faced at the outset and many misstatements corrected.  There were those whom it was almost hopeless to persuade that the fund was absolutely non-political and interested motives were looked for through partisan glasses.  All this has happily been lived down.  Like Caesar the Permanent Relief Fund came, saw and was conquered.  Its utility is now universally recognised and among its active supporters are gentlemen who studiously held aloof from its early days.
Of the working of the fund we could say much did space permit.  We will almost haphazardly select two cases as typical of the scores that have come before the Relief Committee.  A carpenter out of work through illness had endeavoured to maintain a bare subsistence for his family and himself by pledging his tools and the better part of his household goods.  When he was almost at the end of his tether the Relief Committee heard that we was in distress and gave him the sympathy and assistance of which he was so sorely in need.  As soon as he was able to return to work his tools were redeemed, a situation obtained for him and he was enabled to make a fair start again.  To the man’s credit let it be recorded – and in this he was only doing what hundreds of manly British workmen do under similar circumstances – he repaid the Committee the whole of the money laid out upon him.  Now the second case.  During a serious epidemic of smallpox an artisan was recorded to impotency for the time being by that most loathsome of diseases and as if to make the prospects of happiness in his erstwhile merry household about as dismal as they could be, his wife was confined a few days after his removal to the Smallpox Hospital and both she and the baby were smitten down by the same plague.  They followed the breadwinner to the hospital and the outlook for the two or three children left at home was anything but promising when Providence as incarnated in the West Birmingham Relief Committee, became interested in the case.  The neighbours readily enough consented to take charge of the unfortunate couple’s bairns and the Committee supplied all the groceries and provisions that were necessary for their maintenance.  Thus was the house kept on until the parents of the children were discharged from the hospital and able to resume their respective duties.  Who will deny that such sympathy is a thousand times preferable to the poor-house and other pauperising agencies?
Mr Price as hon. secretary was brought directly into contact with hundreds of people who had fallen on hard times and no more sympathetic ears than his were ever open to the recital of genuine distress, nor so far as he had it in his power were such recitals ever heard in vain.  Ill-health and the pressure of business compelled Mr Price to resign but he is still a member of the general committee and has in no way lost interest in the cause.  The following letter needs no comment:-

“40 Princes Gardens, S.W.,

“16th December, 1893.

“My dear Sir,

I have your letter of the 15th instant and am very sorry to hear that you have been obliged to give up the honorary secretary-ship of the West Birmingham Relief Fund.

I am well aware how much the successful administration of this fund is due to your constant and careful supervision and I am sure that I only speak the feelings of all interested in the matter when I say how much I regret your illness and its consequences.
I am very glad that you will continue a member of the committee and will give them the advantage of your experience and advice.

Trusting that you may make a speedy recovery,
I am, with all good wishes for the Christmas season,

Yours very truly

J. CHAMBERLAIN”

“Arthur Price, Esq.

Politically Mr Price is a Conservative by conviction and has for many years been associated with All Saints’ Ward Conservative Association.  He is a vice-chairman and honorary secretary of the West Division of Birmingham Conservative Association and is a member of the Soho Ward Handsworth Conservative Association.
In 1883 he was married to the second daughter of Mr William Tonks, of Hockley, and has resided at Rose Villa, Villa Road, for some years.  He has in Mrs Price an ideal helpmate and they are very proud of their five children of whom four are girls.  Business cares and public duties leave Mr Price very little leisure time for recreation but if he has a hobby it is decidedly the ancient and honourable one of gardening.  The grounds of Rose Villa are laid out with an eye to beauty and usefulness alike.  The large, artistically cut lawn, is rolled and trimmed with the utmost care; the fruit trees now covered with fragrant blossoms, comprise many choice varieties of apples and pears, cherries and plums; the flower beds, models of their kind, are brilliant at the moment of writing with hyacinths, tulips and daffodils; whilst the kitchen garden possesses solid merits of its own that are not likely to be lost sight of in the kitchen.  Considering that the cable tramway is within easy throwing distance, Mr Price possesses a garden of which he has no reason to be ashamed.

And now we take our leave of the genial subject of our sketch and make the customary bow to our readers. Mr Price is a townsman to whom we are delighted to give a hearty shake of the hand and we shall be very much surprised if as a member of Handsworth Urban District Council he does not more than realise the utmost expectations of his numerous supporters.

----

The Heathfield Cycles are booming.  This is not at all wonderful but only what one would naturally expect after an examination of these beautiful machines which are being sold at such extremely moderate prices by the sole makers, The Heathfield Cycle Co., 18 Norwood Grove, Hamstead Road, Handsworth.  The object of this company is to supply reliable, high-grade machines at which quality for quality defy comparison.  From a careful examination of the “Lady Heathfield” Models, 18a and 19b and the gent’s “Heathfield” Models 18a and 20b, we are absolutely convinced that any of our readers desiring new mounts or who are contemplating joining the ever-growing legions of cyclists, will best serve their requirements and their pockets by placing their orders with this Company, who will give them every possible attention and afford them the fullest facilities for satisfying their needs, even to (if necessary) waiting upon intending purchasers at their residence and submitting their machines for their approval.  The Heathfield Cycle Co aim high but we see no reason at all events whilst they maintain the present high quality and splendid value of their cycles, to doubt their ability to realize that aim, which is to make the name of “Heathfield” the standard of merit, the representative of all that is symmetrical in pattern, perfect in build and finish and grand value for money.  A postcard to the above address will always secure instant attention.

