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No.43 – coUNCILLOR A. LANE.

Councillor Alfred Lane, of Tudor House, Perry Barr, was born at Halesowen, Worcestershire in 1848 and is therefore a man still in the prime of life.  Few figures are more familiar in Birmingham and its environs than this and the geniality which is apparent in every line of his pleasant, full-rounded and not unhandsome face indicates very clearly the nature of his personal qualities.  A man of strong convictions and determined will he is, nevertheless, at no time bigoted and his kindly and courteous disposition have drawn to him a legion of friends.  Above all things he is practical.  As a writer in a trade journal puts it, he is a man of full business habits and he possesses a keen eye to the main chance; “but does not let the £. s. d. side of this life drag him into sordid, greedy, grinding, selfish man of the world that so often characterise men of smart business instincts.”

From an early age Mr Lane has been connected with the baking trade, working his way up the successive steps of the ladder until now his opinions on trade questions are eagerly sought and carefully weighed by others of his calling.  Some years ago when the premises he occupied became too circumscribed for the ever-increasing volume of his trade, he erected the handsome and imposing establishment familiar to most if not all of our readers as Tudor House.  Whilst he has always been an ardent advocate of advancement in connection with the general purposes of his trade, he has shown it a worthy example in his own affairs for he early recognised the necessity of bakers acting in conformity with the spirit of modern legislation.  Technical education has always found in him a warm friend and advocate and his strong common-sense and business-like qualities have been placed unreservedly at the disposal of every cause which he could advance.  One of the most successful held at the Birmingham Technical School – a class devoted to the teaching of the science of baking to bakers’ assistants and masters’ servants – owes its existence to the initiative of Councillor Lane.  In 1896 he drew up a scheme for technical instruction of the kind and submitted it to the Birmingham Master Bakers’ Association.  Representations were made to the city authorities and the class mentioned was commenced in the October of that year with a membership of upwards of 70.  The idea is likely to be adopted in other large towns.  For four years he has occupied the presidential chair of the Birmingham Master Bakers’ Association and for long he has worked hard in the interests both of this and the National Association.  On the occasion of the annual conference last year, held in Birmingham, Councillor and Mrs Lane held an imposing reception in the magnificent Grosvenor Rooms of the Grand Hotel.  “As the evening wore on” says a reporter, in an attempt to describe the function “the scene presented was exceedingly bright and animated, the large proportion of ladies who accompanied husbands and friends giving by their dresses a brilliance which was intensified by the powerful lights of the electroliers.   As far as possible all formality was put on one side.  Guests were briefly introduced by Mr W H Crane (hon. secretary) to the local president and his wife, who graced the proceedings by her kindly consideration for all, and then friends chatted with one another renewing old acquaintances and making fresh friends.  In the meantime a banjo orchestra gave additional life to the scene and the performance by the band was followed by a high-class and very interesting concert programme.”  Altogether a brilliant assembly and one that will doubtless linger in the memories of all who were privileged to share in it.  At the annual dinner of the Birmingham Master Bakers’ Association held at the Grand Hotel on November 23rd, 1897, Councillor Lane, for his services as chairman of the committee which had charge of the conference arrangements, was presented by his colleagues with a very handsome writing table with silver inkstand and silver candlesticks.
But it is not to the interests of the baking trade alone that Mr Lane has devoted his time, energy and mental gifts.  He was for upwards of eleven years a representative of Handsworth upon the West Bromwich Board of Guardians and served during a portion of that time as Chairman of the Finance Committee; his grasp of detail and conscientious work making him a painstaking and capable chairman.  He was for some years a member of the Handsworth Local Board and did much useful work in that capacity.  Upon the formation of the Handsworth District Council and the division of the district for electoral purposes into wards, he was elected a member for Birchfield Ward after a contested election.  As a District Councillor he is held in high esteem and deservedly so.  His qualities as an administrator have been recognised by his colleagues and he holds several important positions, being Chairman of the District Sewerage Committee and a member of the General Purposes, Plans and Building, Free Library and Technical School Committees.  As might be expected from a gentleman of Mr Lane’s intelligence and ability he is a very useful member of the Handsworth Free Library Committee.  He is himself well read and can be trusted to form an opinion as to the kind of reading calculated to interest and instruct the great body of book borrowers for whom the Committee cater.  The good folk of Perry Barr certainly owe it to Mr Lane’s persistent agitation for a branch library in Birchfield Ward that they have at their disposal the well-appointed reading room and book lending department opened last year in the Institute, Birchfield Road.  To appreciate the boon fully the ratepayers who wisely take advantage of the educational facilities afforded by the Birchfield Library have but to compare the present condition of things with that which obtained until rather less than twelve months ago.  A shabby little room in Aldridge Road then did duty as a branch reading room.  Books were not issued.  They were deemed luxuries too expensive, possibly, for that part of the parish.  The room itself held only about a dozen people and though supplied with a fair number of periodicals was farcically inadequate to the demands made upon it.  In fact the thing was fast becoming a reproach when Mr Lane stepped into the breach and intimated very plainly that his fellow towns-folk were not disposed to put up with the neglect they considered they were experiencing at the hands of their local governors much longer.  With the purchase of Perry Barr Institute by the District 
Council and the transformation of two large rooms therein into respectively a book lending room and a reading room the reproach ceased and Mr Lane and his colleagues deserve a word of warm thanks for their enterprise.
Mr Lane favours a progressive policy all round and may safely be trusted to keep a sharp look out on the interests of Birchfield Ward.  He is regular and punctual in his attendance on Council, invaluable in committee work and possesses an all-round knowledge of the requirements of the electors which could not have been acquired without long residence in the district and a constant endeavour to be in touch with all phases of its public life.
Mr Lane is happily mated in his wife and has one daughter.  We earnestly wish Mr and Mrs Lane many more happy years together and hope that the genial subject of this brief and we sadly fear very inadequate sketch, may long be spared to grace the trade for which he has done so much and to adorn the public positions his fellow-ratepayers have called upon him to fill.

