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ARE LOCAL ROAD
SAFE FOR YOUR CHILD?

Why Worry About Eide on the Roads? 4As no doubt avaryons knows, or would arpect, over the last ten yuars
ar fo people killed or injursd om British rosads Mas gome up ond up. What people may not
be mo aware of 15 that aseidents to CHILDREN have incressed far mors dramatically than mcocidents to adalis.

If %e consider only our owe city of Birmingham we cun sse the sxtent of this changs. In ten years,
accldents to sduli pedeetrlans went up by mbout 40%. In the mame langth of time Rcoldents to childram
want up by about 17254,

Eore Cause For Worry If You live ir Birminghem. Our city, far from beinga good place to livs, us far as
ulety on o romns goas, 1@ about the wors own 1m Britein. Although sccidents evarywhers have goone up
= in Birminghem they have gone up MORE than anywhare elss. Aceldents im BEruw heave incrassed 'h;lr thras
times the petional everege for urban aress, (Ovaer the page we lock &t mccidents in Baleal]l Heath.

BIGHT, ITS CLEAR MNowy — LETrs CRess
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Appalling number injured

So itm mot wvary safe for children ¢m the rosds
anywherdé in Britain. Its sspecially not msafe in
Birmingham. But the real nightmars for thoss who
live in this arsa is that studies hove shown that
Balpall Hemth ie onme of the worat spotm for romd
aecidents in the worat oity.

¥hat doee thie mean? One thing that it means im
that children in our ares AHE ABOUT TWICE AS LIKELY
T0 BE ENOCKED DOWN when they cross the road than
ehildran in most other districte of Birmingham.
They are threoa times as likely to ba Incaked down
a8 children in other towns in Britein.

Qur Study...

We looked at all road scoidente (edults and child-
ren) that happensd in Balsall Heath area betwsen
March and October 1973. This was the most recent
period for which much information was avaellable.
Juring these elght montha last year there was =
total of BB mccidents imvolving injury or death
for someone. Of the B8 people killed or injursd
o¢n our local roads 32 (36%) were children under
fourtsen.

In Britain's urban areas as a whole,ochildren are
only lé#% of all casualties om the roade. In
¥rmingham @8 a whole children ars omly 16.8%
of &l casuslties on the roade. S0 we &re bound
to coneluds that our children are suoh morse at
rlak than those who live anywhers slse.

¥o must point out that thers was nothing unusual
about the eight months we looked at in detail,
Parhaps there are more a&ccidente in the winter,
80 that if we had dome & study ineluding Novem—
ber to March our total ouamber of accldents woumld
have basn greater. But the proportior of ehild
cagualtise would have bean the same. A4 few yesars
ago A special atudy of the area was cmrried omt
by another group,and this showed the child ace-
idente a® sbout 6% of the total too.

HOW do the accidents happen?

Firat we must say that we are looking at HOW tha
children are being injured with & view,of coures,
to being sble to DO something about 1t. We domt
have all the information which would be usefal,
but wa can maks Some suggestions,mnd we hope 1t
will halp.

Which Kids Are Injured ?

We know something sbout which children are being
knocked down which may help. Most obviouely,in
cur ares it is BOTS rather than girls. Over § |
of the child casualties in our ares March-Oct.
1973 were boys. Ie this becsuse parents and
school are less cautlous with boye than girls,

and @0 the boye themsslves are less careful?

Then- the great majority of children kmocked

down (over ¥ n) wers under eleven ysars old.
MOHE THAN A FIFTH were under five. In the cans of
the under fives we can Yy for mors wig-
ilanpe from the schools. So we are forced to msk |
if parente,nsighboura,¢ldsr kide,eto. are keeping
ancugh of an sys on ths toddlars.

‘Where Are They Injured?

We imow somsthing abdut whears the ahildren ars
bteing run over which may help. 1o our ares,
59% of the childran who wera knocked down,wera
bhit in SIDE BOADS ,wheress 41% were hit on the
MATHN ROADS. This might not be so striking t111
we notles that among the adult cssuslties 28¢
wara imocked down on #ide rosdas and T2% on the
nain roade. This followa & pattern found elme- |
wheare: children ars more likely to be knocked
down on #ide rosde.adultes on mein romda. Prom [
thia we nay guess,perhaps,that parente and achool
ara very much concernad to warn children about
the dsngers ¢f the main rosds,reminding them %o
cross at pebra or lellipop ecrossings,and taking |
care not to send them on errands thet involve
over & main rosd. BUT perhaps their owm
street,and nearby side strecte seem much safer,
10 parents,schools and ohildrsn themselves.
TUnfortunately this is simply NOT BO.

Coe macabre plece of information we may add here
is that childrer knocked down in the side strests
are ususlly hit by drivers who live in thes area |
OoATbY .

Put we dont just want to urgs people tTo look
after the kids and give them good adwice. ZThaere |
are thinge we can learn by looking at where the
acoidente happen whisch suggest othar ways of ra-
ducing the pumber of casumltias.

Thers are some ToRde which have =0 many mniﬂmt-l
4hikt it is eclear thet fTurther measures muet be
taken to contrel iraffic and make them saier for
both pedeptriens and drivers. Even in the aids

reads where thsrs are "only" two or thres cae=
ualties sach ysar soma things could ba dona which|
might

preovent these acoidents altogether, Swnemns
ABULTS & CHILDREN MARCM-OCTOBER 1973,
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We found thet one road in pertioular in our ares
has & terrible record for asceldente. If you look
at pur mAp on pagé 2 you C&n see what E large num-
ber of mooldants took place in EDWARD HOAD. (18
out of the 85 ceswalties March-Oct., 157) were in-
volved in accidents momawhare in this read,) lLast
year was not an oddity - for years Edwapd Road has
had an abdurdly high rate of accidente. It is an
angergus = in fact MORE DANGEROUS than the main
roads in Tthe area such af Ladypool Rd. or Moseley

WILY 15 EDWARD ROAD ACCIDENT-PRONE?

Again many pecple will not be surpriesd that Ed-
Ward Hoad has euch & bad record. Though they may
be purprised that it is taking so long to do mny-
thing about 4t. We all kmow that Edward Hoad ie
quite & wide thorcughfare linking Moseley Hoamd to
Parshore Hd. and therefors providing & convenlent
cut- for those locking for a quicker route.
It alsp has no leas then six cross-roads,all
hoavily used. The Heathan's investigaters are
mmaged that 8o far nothing has been done to recog-
nise the fact that Edward Road is used as n major
thoroughfare by way of introducing the safety pre-
eautions found on other mein roads. Thero are NO
traffic lights &t the various ocroms-romsds,at most
of which visibility inm very Enur for motorists and
pedestrians, There I3 a lollipop crossing for the
schoolehildren,but thers are no sebra oroEsings.
There are ne controle on car-parking,which makes
WE “CANT AFE ORD TO WAIT.
™

Fow undoubtedly the plan for re-development in the
area includes many provisions whieh THEY ARE
CARRIED OUT will make Bdward Rosd much safer. The
plane include,for sxample,closing off moet of the
side roads thet at present crose Edward Hd. (ILincoln
5%t. ete.). Thie will be & major improvement in the
Benss that most of the accldents ,an we cam pes from
the map,do cecur at the cross-roads. But the point
is that thess pland are to be put inte effect
'EOME TIME IN THE NEXT FEW YEARG'. Yhen eaxaotly
'some time' ie,.0f coures,must remain a mystery for
us, What CAN EE predicted is that for every year
the plans are not carried out thers will be 20 or
nore mocidents up Edward Rd. If we dont care -
&nd surely sveryone does - about the people who
are injured or killed ,surely we care about the cost
of these accidents %to the rete and tar-payara?
It cannot be the case that thers is nothing that
can De 0N W8 & temporary measure while we are &1l
:Eiting for redevelopment

HT WHAT Al :

ARy DAN SR NIT WCADE

MORE PARKING CONTROLS NELDED .
The other roads in the arsa are not,of courss,
fred from mccidents. Thers are many on the main
roade and sgain we think that there is scmething
which can be done. Although there are s park-
ing restrictions already,wes think there sghould be
more. At present king 15 permitted on one nide
of Mosaley Hd and E::jpaol Ed.,for example,at all
times. This 18 particularly dangerous and ridie-
ulous in the case of ladypool Rd. which im narrow
vut heavily used by treffic. The parked cara ob-
otruct ths view of both pedestirians snd motorists.
They causs other care to pull out dangsrously.
Yhenever 'No ' rules have been imtroducad

elsewhere on maim roads in thngping areas,there
has bheen & FALL in the soocldent rate. (Thers is
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usually Bome protest at first from shopkespers

&nd motorists who worry about the loss of business
or convenlencs to themsslves. This deoes not oDeam
important to the Heathan alomgside the cansualties
thet happsn now.) Again this is NOT an expensive
measure to iteke, mnd need not wait for redevelop-

LLOW 1S YOUR CAR PARKEID?

As far as the accldente on the nide rosds go,the
situntion is more Aifficult. Again parked cars

= this timé usually all down both mides nll the
time At day and night = are a mijor factor in
aagidenta., Hesidenta saldom have o garage,and
mast have somewhera to leave their cars. All

wa can say here is: 1f you heve to leave your

car in the road,at lesst leave 1t parked the
right way round,so that you dont have te pull out
agroes the rosad. (This is especislly important
in our ares becmuse of the poor etrest-lighting.)
We were glad to see the police recently calling
at houses to a8k pecspls to turn their cars the
right way-though we doubt if they will heve the
times to keep at P

OPERATION STAY ALVE - PLE ASE |
The last points we want to make sre again about
the ehildren who are imvalved in B0 many of tha
accidentn, MNoet of the ¢hild cssualties were
hurt irn 8ide romds,and many of them wers on their
way to or from school at the time. Now some thingse
have besn doms to help this situstion-for example
thers arée many scheool-crossings in our area &n
quite a few of these are in aide roads. But if

there Bre 8till so many sceidernts teo children on
their way to or from sehool in ocur area,.than thers
i pt1ll m lot of work to be done making thelr
routea safer. In Handsworth,which &lso has a very
bad record for accidente to children there is at
present & campaign golng on called ‘'Operation Stay
Alive', There the schools,police and road safety
eXperts are co-operating in prnﬂucing Plane to
make children safar on the roads. This involves
studiss of the routes by which children typleally
go to und from school,among other things with &
view to finding ways of meking these aafer., 5o
far the Handeworth projeet seems to be going very
well,and it asems to us that there is & very good
cags for a similer o pign in our area. We would
like to know what loc schoole;purents and athara
think of this ides. Indeed we would like To know
if anyone has any Flease write

to us = wa want 1u!§E§F!§§‘E§§l%§%'ra oan.
IMPLE REMEDY.

(ne lsst point. of the children who are in-
jured in our ares are sptill being knocked down a2
they cro=s the roed to pr from ICE CREAM vane.
This is quite unnecessary and thers is & simple
way to stop thess sccidents almoet completely.
This would bes by ineisting that all ice cream wann
carry TWO people,cne of whom is solely concerned
with watching the kids asress tha romd. If the
van owners cannot &fford this then they should
not ba allowed to go on trading. We have looked
at vane touring our sarea and find that they often
D0 NOT have two people. We shall be sending &

copy of this paper to the loeal couneillors and
to our M.P. eaking for their support in thise
matter,and pointing out our cther suggestions,and
we suggest that anyone else who feals strongly
about 1t writes to the soumcillers,t¢ us or to
their M,F.

{Or all three,if you feel strongly




My

JDE

ETTERS

KEEPING TRACK

Dear Heathan,
Several children mimsed the last playzround trip,
during the Christmus holidays. 1's not blaming
ths two Hoba,but lent thers & betier way of ann-
ouncing future tripa? We need to know plans well
in advance - it shouldnt be left 1o chance that
kides nrs at the playground the day bafors,or the
Roba manmge to ses their mume the night bafore.
1 know the Robs work very hard and havent got
much time,s0 whet sbout the ides of having not-
teshoards in soms of the streets,or posters In
ahop windows to announce future plaps. We'd sll
get to know then. v

Yours sincaraly,

Mri.Jd.0"Brien.

Dear Hsathan,

Thank you for your intaresting 'Shopping Around’
article in the laet issus. But why did you not
glve thes addressse of ALL the shops? My wife and
I dont ¥now whare one of them is,and slthough we
do kmew whers Ali's is,it doesnt give the name on
the shop so many ﬂanpla may not know it. You do
aay whish roads the two Co—op shops ars in, but
both ladypool and Stratford Roads are very lonmg!
Nevartheless pleasa o on the goond work,
What a pity some of the information given under
the 'What's Coming on T.V.' heading was not corr-
ect, Pirst,the title of the pro on Balsall
Heath was changed.and thsn even the time was aiff-
srent. We havent got HEQ 2 so I msked my mother-
in=luw to wiktoh it. BShe'turned over' at 10.15 mnd
missed it all. Portunately,my marrisd daughter
aaw it and enjoyed it immensely. May I suggest
you anelk the HBEC to repeat the programms as =oon
as possible.
Now for the compliments. I foumd the whols pub-
lication vary well typed,very well set out,and
very well prinmted. How ¥you do it for 2p a ocopy
I do not know,but please carry on doing many mors.
I must congratulate T.Doyle on referring to our
offepring as 'children'. Too many times they ars
called kido,and if we are to raise ourselves in
this '"twilight area' than we must oall a spads a
epade,and & child a child.

Yoursa, Barnard Inglis,

g, Brunswick Rd.

(Bditor: Sorry sbout the mietakea-thers wsre mome
more &8 well I'm afraid. Apologies to all thoas
who had to spand mges hunting the crosesword sol-
ution. We hope to do better in future.

readers did not 1ike the red ink we tried last
time either. They said 1% looked alright but was
difficult to read. We wont do that agsin!)

Here’s help

Dear Heathsan,
On Jaouary jrd we bagin to distribute leaflets
for our Jumble male., We also began collecting
jumble from the naighbourhocd. We rode in the
¢ar #ach night to collect the Jumble. The neigh-
bours and friende were very helpful. Altogethar
we collected 1% boxes of jumble.
¥e held the sale on Sat. Jan. 19th om the car
park of 120,Brumewick Rd. We esach took the Tres-
ponsibility of a stall. Gilliaen and Julis teok
gares of the women's clothes stall. John Wareing
and John Ebrey balpsd on the toys . men's clothes
and Tecord stall. Myeelf (Blizabsih) took the
boy's plothss 8tall.
The tothl amount added to £) which we sent to
Malvern St.Flayground. It was presented to the
"two Boba'.
We would like to thank all for thelr co=operation
and kindness. It all went to a good cause.
Yours,Elisabeth,Gillian,John W.,John EB. Julle
and David.
(Editor: We all think you 4id & great job,and
weé hope you'll have some more good ideas like
this one.)
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IT'S GOOD SENSE

Dear Heathan,
I am very concarnsad about peocples' heslth. I am
& member off Clifton Junier School,Class 4J. 1
think smoke is & very dangerous thing because 1t
kills people. Some are emoking in the buses. It
is too bad to smoke in buses or carg-please 1f

u want to smoke go outside in ths fresh air.
E: 16 also Amngerous to Emoke in the cloempas,.
Fleass stop emoking.

Youre sincerely,
5 .5o0lanki.

(Bditor: Clase 4J had s discussion about the prob-
lam of pollution,and two more of them -%.Igbal amd
C.H{11 almo wrote to up, un did thair teasher Mrs.
Juns Jones. We thank them sll for their letters
and are sorry we havent got room to print them &ll.’

WHRT'S YOUR OPINION?

Dear Heathan,
I wonder how many other residsnts suffer from
the bad serviea offered by the dusthinmen? Ounrs
often goes J=4 weeks before it is emptled,which
makss our back garden & hsalth hasard as well a8
an gyesore. {(We cant kuug the rubbich IN the bin
becsuse apart from thers being too much of 1t,st
the end of three weeske mll the dege — dnd we mgres
with & previcus reader of youra there are too
many of them - come and spread it over the gardsn
looking for scraps of food.)
When the dustmer DO come theay wont take away any
of the larger items like old furniture. What are
we supposed to 4o with them? I think the Councll
should provide skips for the purpcse,rather than
foreing peoplé inte dumping rubbish ar all the
waste ground rTound here that is mot very diff-
srent in appearsnoas to 8 Council Tip.

Yours aincevely,

P.iirkpatrick. (Mrs.)

(Editor: We've noticsd ths rubbish toc-and the
dustbins! We think it might be an idea 1f we

gould get ths Councll to eend a large ekip sgain
and put it somewhere central for people to use.

problems.

Danr Hsathan,
Do mny of your readers know & good cure for MICE?
Nothing worke on ours. Thay outwit the ont,and

en the poiscon. They retalimte wt me for trying
0 got &t them by running about squeaking a8 I try
to elesp. Does ANYTHING work?

Youra Tirsdly,
C.Henderaon.
(Bditor: 1 think you are winning alresdy. Mice
It only kills

are supposed to like the poison.
tham aanfE-thn; wont g0 overnmight.)

PLEASC WRITE TO U

LETTEHRS ON AKY TOPIC from all our
readars,though we may have to out them if they
are vory long. PFlease write to us-we long for
the postman's knook. Our address is stil]l 120,
ST.PAUL'S ROAD,Baleall Heath,Birmdngham,12.



up YOUy g4v€€F St PAUL'S
‘Steam trams on the Mopeley Rogd! Thare can't he M‘RSERY to

i many poople in Balsall Hsath who ocan remember that,
%ut on Ivy Avenus off Bunsorn Read T found an old RWLRN How
| lady who cen recmsll just that. Rose 1s = stoggering / i
"G4 yepry old. She wee born in 1881 snd she Tiret =S R -
poved Anto Ivy Avenue on 12¢h May 40943 and has been A : K
here aver since. Desplte arthritis snd ceccaslonsl
glddy apells Reosa is venlly in very good heslih and
‘prefers to stey in her own housse rather than go %o
Moms. She sayE that efter 61 peasss there she's
ised to 1t. Mind you, she gets very lonsly now and
ppain. &he hesn't got much femily left, she has WO
rand-dsughters in Canada and & dsaghter of 65 who
iyes st Kings Norton, who ghe has Seen svery ouand-
ae without feil1 threoupghont the 17 yeers clnes Fase's
gusband died. He-was & french pelisher, while she
win in service, snd remembens working olns to five =
for tho shillings = day. In the holideys, in ths 3 - o ?,
days before cars came into their own, she would cy- o Y n
gle hope to Bee her femlly in Ewindeni ! :
= Mhat wes 1ife like on Ivy Averme =1l thoee years
g‘u assanss Lovely' says Hose, and peonle wers
Trenl neighbours then] but she dosen't see many
people nowsdays, belng 1l but house bound = and " 1
soaatimes coes 12 hours at a time without sesing a \ﬂ“k*:i:'ﬂ_.
1 » 80 ppera & thought for the Roaes of this wo- -
gnd you'll Bs purprised mt the intaresting th-
inge they oan tell you-

pe— s = - Y
; :

In previous issuse we reported that 5t.Paul's
Rursery hed had to lsave the ochurch hell at the
top of St.Peul ‘e Aoad,but had found a tvemporary
homs in Tindal Streat School. We are now very
happy to tell our roaders that,thanks to the loeo-
&l support the nursery enjoys,and tha grest naasd
it serves in the ares,THE COUNOIL HAS DECILED TO
BUI THE CHUHCH HALL and enable the nuraery to go
back there.
The Council will also be considering other ways
of uning the hall for community activities, but no
ﬂ.i-m deoclsionn heve besn raac]-_hﬂd on _these Tat

T LE

ILL AT TINDAL ST FOR A WH

Por the prasent ithe aurssry contimues in Tindal

8% Bchool,;and &a our plctures show,ths children
are mE busy and 88 heppy H8 alwaye.

e
g >
'l‘.__|‘ v .
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BENUE B e il

\Bver trod oo & loose brick in the pavement on &
gt day, &nd faltl the water shoot up your trousar
ﬂ-? Mot obh Ivy Avanue anyway, for 10 =12 years
lhgo tha tenanta, ss I was told, got togethsr snd
ot Bome themeelves some concrete peving glabs,
‘ind & couple of concrete posts 10 stop cars pelng
;a-- vén up botween the hounes. & small touch meybe,
i

5

ate neat one - smd 1t just goee to ghow what one
pph A5 with 5 little help feom ona's friends.
" Probles of the mome:dt in Ivy Avenue is the pateh
of wapte-ground betwoen them end the rallway eanba-
nt. The rubbigh that people dump encourages the
tE. One gentlemsn said he hsdl rate '‘sse bBig a8 os-
' in his garden shed.
‘Mind you, 1 the council made 1t easler to g=t Stafs %
; ’ ypErants and children will 1] be very ha
18 of sxceas rubbigh there wouldn't be the problez  or gourse when they can return to the echurch heil,
i i e L becaune conditions ARE n bit oramped at Tindal 5t.
I and ithe ataff in particular are under extra preas-
| ‘Szmm ure bacause of this, But they have another worry
. now,unfortunataly. The room they are using at
| Tini;l 8t. 4& nhcrtl;éntu ba converted for use by
another pursery,attached to the school iteelf.
| Dﬂy Care Cent re The City Architect's Dept. may wamt to start work
! :Elihlta intl;pril. ul-{ they do St.Faul's Nursery
VACAKCTES - Eve to move oul mgain,and may not be able
| FOR 24 - 5 YRAR OLDS to move straight into the chureh Mull because the
A . gale mey not completed. So- all we cen think
of to eay here is that maybe every asilver lining

o REPORTED BY TES DOYLE.

S 00T NiGhl SHLLTER

Heathmill Lans,Deritend. We sre running & night
shelter for Momelesp young men (16-21),.mmd =t the
mement we are on the lookout for volunteers who

could help us in working with these young pecple.
Could YOU afford one night & week,or ope a fort-
night,say from 10 or 11 p.m. until next morning?
OR YOU MAY BE ABLE TO BELP US IF YOU HAVE: unwant

#d blankets,towels,mugs, bede or any useful furn-
1ture, ate.

1) ¥ -

Kk e

|
i
|

Va, Yo &
1 ﬁm’ma’cm
| Nursery Hours 7.30 am to 6.00 pm

I How at TINDAL Bt. SCHOOL
(BNTRABCE in CROMEE ROAD onmly)




THREE DAY

VWEEK &YOU!
You're entitied to ...

AMmogt everyona affected by the government's 1=
day week plan can glaim certeln benefits toayoid
hardship. Many people will ba well-informed sbout
theae benefits through thelr Trade Union or other
sources,but for those wha are not clear,we print
gome details below. We try to tell you what how
and whére to elsim,and how to appeal if you think

you have been unfairly treated.

THESE EEREFITS ARE YOURS EY RIGHT.
IMMEDIATELY T0 AVOID LOSING MONEY.

Unemployment Benefit

Por the two days you Are not working each week

you cen claim flat-rate unampleyment bensfit. To
alaim,5ign 'on 8t your local Employment Exchenge

on the first dey you are off work. M1l im the
eleim form you ars gi?&ﬂ gt once. Have your Nat-
ional Ineurance numbar with you.

The govermment will not pay unéemployment benefit
for the first three deys of unemployment. It will
atart on the fourth day you are off work,when you
should get paid by Gire. The flat-rate payment for
a pingls perscn is about £l.45p per day. You will
gat more than this if you have dependanta.

Supplementary Benefit

If you cent get unamployment bemefit you ean eleim
Supplementary Benefit instead,as long &8 you are
not in full-time smployment. As well &3 the bsa-
ic alleowance for your living expenses,£7.l%p for

& sipngle person,your rent mnd rates ghould be peid
or an allowance given for your mortgage interset.
H.P. paymente alresdy started should be paid. Soeo=
il Security can also pay lump sums for what they
czll ‘sxceptionsl needs' - fuel bille,rent arrears,
bedding,clothing,ate. IT you need help of this
kind apply for an excepiionel nesds payment., Al-
wayd appeal if you are refused one.

Additicnm]l waekly payments oan be made to help
with heating (especially if someocne at home ig aick
or old or disabled or 1f your houwse is diffieult
to heat.) Extra paymenta ¢an also be mads for
special dlete,;if neceasary.

To claim Supplementary dsanefits firet regleter at
your Ehgluymnnt Exchengs ,then go to the loeal
Soelal Jecurity officm,

Rent Rebates

Even when your weekly income is over £50 you may
etil]l be eligible for 4 rent rebute. Tha rabete
can be very large, For sxample,lf your weekly in-
ooma 18 £22,you are married with 2 ehildren and
your rent is8: £3,you will get ALL your rent paid.
A 3ingla peéraocn with E£22 per week income,paying
£3 rent would get G0p & week rebate. To get &
rebats po to the Council's rebate office. (dee
our note sbout the Housing Dentre,this pags.)
Thie applles whether you Bre & Councll tenant or
& private tenant.

Rate Rebates

This benefit has to ba asgessed over 4 gix month
Enrind B0 you will mot be eldgible for it yet.

T you ars unemploysd or working a 31 day week for
mora than & few weeks you will averntually bas en-
titled to & rete rebate. Apply to the Couneil
next time they ask for your rates,or in & month's
time,

Free School Meals

Children of many people working & 1 day wesek will
be entitled to free school meals. If you aarn

£29 & week or lese and have thres children,for ex-
ample,thay should get fiee school mesla. To apply
g0 to the Bducation Office in Margaret S5t.

Other Benefits

People with low incomes,or claiming supplesmentary
benefit can claim financisl help for dental and

cptical itreatment and charges,as well ms presorip-
tion charges. isk your dantist,nptician or doctor

TOU MUST CLAIM

for a clsim form #nd send it to the social security
office,

Free milk and vitamine are savailable for children
under &school age and expectant mothers when the
family receives supplamentery bensfit or hes a
low income. Porme %o cladm these benefits are at
post offioes and soolal securlty offices.

Appeals

If you think you heve hean treated unTairly din
‘any way you should APPEAL. Appeala can be made
cver unsmployment benefits,supplemeniary beneflis
‘amd rent rebates. Your appesl wiil mormaily ba
corisidered by & tritunel which lncludes a mepber
from & trade union. Tribunels aften incressea
pEyments.

To appenl,write (keeping & ecopy) to the office
whlnﬁ refused your cleim,or reduced it,snying why
you want to sppeal egainet their decieion. he
offics will then tell you when jyour sppeal will be
congidarad. It dees not cost mnything to appeal.
Your trade union,or the Lans Nelghbourhood Cemtre
or the Baleall Heath Associsiion (eddresses: this
page) will advige you and may even - &rrangs to
represgant you abl ‘appeals.

What You Can’t Claim

The govepnment mede a political deciwion to ox-
glude people working & tres day week from two very

important bemefita.

The first is the sorpinge-related supplesent to uns
employment benefit. If your wage was £30 before
the three day week you would have got an sxire
£1.40 for sach day of unemployment, This will now
be prid only to those who mare unemployed for 7 con=
egontive days.

Tha segond benaflt you CANT get ie Family Income
Supplement. (FIS). Thia would have given & married
men with 2 children earning £19 per week an extra
£2.0%p per week. FIS i only evailseble now if the
head of the household (im the csse of & eouple,the
man 1s eBtill working more thanm 30 hours & week,
This excludes most people werking s three day wezk,
We ought to make a further note here about what you
MAY NOT GET. Although in theary these on a thraa
day week ere entitled to Supplementery Benefit,it
is by no means eertain that,fin this area at any ™
they will in practice succeed lp obtalning i4. Or
a0 we are advisged at any Tate by soma of the pecpld
whe have tried to help locsl residents suffering
from the threa=day weak's effeact on their income.
Thia eeems more than & 114tle tough on those who
cant live on their incomes now that it I8 reduced.

8 used a leaflet produced by SHELTER th -
is for this anficle,and thani them fanihai: Eigp
We'd 1ike to poimt out that most of the above ben
efits can be claimed by those with Jow incomes —

including penaioners - whethear or mot they are on

3 day wee
WHLEL TO GOLOR ULLP LOCALLY
EHE LANE NCI6H BOURHOOD CENTRE .

The Lane's Housing Advice semslons gre op Mondayse
T pam.=9 p.m. snd Wednesdeys,9.30 a.m.-12.10 Pl
Legal kdyiee is Wednesdays,T p.m.-9 p.m.

BEnglish lessons for Asian ladies,Tuesdays 9.30 a.m.
to 11.30 a.m, end Thuradaya 2.00-4.00.

Police Advice night ie Thursdays 7-8.30 p.m.

The Neighbourhood Cantre i opem ALL DAY on week
days for mdvice of & genseral nmature. All advice
i FREE. If you heve a legal problem-or some cther
keind, which is worrying you and you need expert ad-
¥ice,DONT DELAY because this may mean extrs comp-
lieations. Go to the Lare as soon as you can. They
are there to hutx you, Address:422,Tadyposl Hoad.

HEATH ASSOCIATION.
Eal]l Haath Associmtion alac

v
Housing advice,. glyse. Jxes Lagwl ané

Come on Wednesday evenings T= <m0
The gddrese ig: 91,00urt Rd..nalgnll Huagﬁ.{ 33?:.
440-1310,) There may be somecne there esriisr in
the day to help with general advice,sc it ig werth
calling 1f you cant maks it on Wednesadays. They ars|
underataffed at the moment so cannot give preciee
hours of cpening.

THE HOUSING CEINTRL .

261=271 Stretford Rosd.(Tel: 773-4211)

For advice on &ll types of housing problems-whether
you Bre & council tenant,private tensnt,or own your
own house. Open Mon.-Fri, 0.00-4.00,5at. $.00-12.00)
Go and ses them whatever your problem-lesking roof: |
house toe small;house going to be demeolished;you
want to buy & house and are heving difficultiesate,
THIS CENTRE I3 RUN BY BIEMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL. ALL
ADVIGE 15 FREE.




news from
Malvern St

“5. '

TAKING STOCK

Of pourse ws have all bosm vVery at the FPlay-
ground since the last izeus of the than eame
gut. For one thing we had the Chrietmas holidays
and & host of special festive activitiss! We want
Carcl alnging with the sctors from Canmon Hill,mnd
raised E16.4d¢p towards the cost of our great Xmaa
Party whien wae held on Saturday 22nd December.
(We mlso had & very good times singing and we hopa
it waent too much of & eirain on those who were
listening.) On New Year's Eve we had a 'ssaing in'
bonfire at the pleyground,and during the rest of
tha holiday lots of sdulte and children want on
various trips, We went tc the panto,the ldckeys,
B u:nnl trip and had a ewimming gala at Mossaley Rd
Bathse.

exciting things todo

As you can sBege from the photos we have not exactly
bean idle at other times. We have been delighted
to get new and vary efficient heating for the play-
ground hut,and everyone has been able to play games
do eraft or painting,or simply sit and relax.ir a
warm comfortable atmosphere. (The Community Bin
&n Tuesday nights has also benefited from thia u?ﬂ
courss,and we would like to point out that you can
eave your own Tuel by eﬁninf 10 share our warmth
with us,,..and have o good time!)

On this page you can algo read abhout some exciting
plane we have for the near future,again with our
friendes frem Cammon Hill.

Your holiday starts soon

We intend to glnn gome cutings for the Easter hol-
idaye and will be glad to hear from anyone &¢loe
who has suggesticne for anytripe. AP usual we'll

be looking forward to esaing mll the looal child=
ren &t the playground over Easter-there will be

plans for gplenty to do and lote of fun. We hope
there will be some for the parents too.
Hob and Hob.

<

P GRINT]

FUN ®
4 =

On Tuesday nights t5r
In spite of thes ceold,
We all mest there -
The young and the old
There's 11 and Ben
And droopy drawern,
Doctor's ordsra and
On the leo.

let's get dirty and
Two fat ladiea.

Let's be matey amd

On the floor,

At the gate and
Neprest the top.
Clickety-click and
Iirty knees. Two
Little ducks and

One niope. -
Tha Hesavenly Choir an
Top of the shop.
Sames both waya up.
Half & century.
What have wae got?¥
BINGO for all -
So come Elong and
HAVE A BALL!

T

Ealvern St. Adventura Playground hus booked EVERY
SEAT at tha thestre at Cannon Hill for Saturday
Mareh 23rd. On that day,two double decker buses
iﬁlm Rob,Rob and Dick) will take 200 kide and
ults to watsh the flﬂ;,rirbunhnantn ineluded,
for FREE. This book
it ba free?
Two weaka before the actors' performance thers will
be & grand jumble sale (Clifton Head Schoel has been
hired for the occasion-March 9th,another Smturday.)
In the weeks before the Sth wo will be collectihg
Jumble from as many Baleall Hesthans ss we can
visit. In particular,on ths morning of Satord
23ird Fab the actore from Canmon Hill,the :idn
from the playgrdund and ether peopls will be coll-
ecting in the strests around the pla und-in
Brunawick Rosd,Clifton Hoad,Buncorn ggffﬂuhlrilﬁy
Rd. and =0 on.
There are & lot of jobs left tc do if the jumble
aale and the trip down to Oannonm Hill ara to bhe =
auccess.  Above &ll two things are peeded from rea-—
dars of the Heathan: (1) JUNBELE-we will collect it
if you let us know when an re. Or you can de-
liver 1t. Contact us st Malvern 5t. playground,or
120,58t .Fsul ‘s R4.

lzi.ﬁﬂlﬁﬂhﬁ!_éig_igﬂlii are
wanted (!) -200 of them- to go down to Canoon Hill
to the play. Eob and Rob are msking a 1ist of book

1:§-,an g8t YOUH MAME om that list ws soon as poes
ible.

AFPART from thie ALL YOU NEED T0 DO ia come to the
junble sale and the play,and have & good time.

ng will cost £40., 50 howcan




¥hat causes rubbish 18 that people are too lary
to walk to their dusthin,se they just throw 1t

into the back yard of any old house.
igh is polduting our strestn.
Vhat can we do about {t? Well,for instance,we

The Tubb-

could stop throwing ol ette papers on the floor
= and Jjust leave them in ocur pockets until we
find a ©in. Bine are only about 250 yards awny

from ench other.

Perhaps rubbish 18 cmused too because the dust-
men falled to call,und your dusthin is full.

We all make our own rubbleh. Y.Doyle.

Introduce us to a friend

He 1is %tall,dark and handsome,with his blaeck Afro-
gtyle hair. Alec he is clean and smart,with hia
well-hrushad testh und polished shoes and neatly-
preassd trousers. He lovea music and is always
ginging. He's always on the sorounge,“Gilve us &
fag Tom.® Or he would be jumping eround the room
doing Kung Fu movements. When he i85 mean you c&n
tall by the expression on his face he i8 leoving
inside = for example,he would turn his head and
give & little Emile. He likes to get his hands
on monay.swests and fags. A.Mchees

Lomp-Post

When you're away from it
It looke 1ike u hugs one-sayad Cyclops.
When 1%'s alight

It estehen averything in its sight.

It catches the shadow

Of a oat running by.

Or & glimpae

QOf someone shutting thelir curtains nearby.
Ite long and thin

Like a mall or o pin.

When it'e night

It shines wery bright.

Whan the night bagina to die
The lamp-post ehute 4ite eye.

S A F E T Y

Most mccidentm are csused by carelessness. Cars
ark on the wrong &ide of the road.and park close
gnguthnr #o that children cannoct Beee caArs ooming
when they cross and people in the cars cannot see
the children. Folice have besn taking potioce of
the cars parked on the wrong side in my road,
Children get knocksd down too by rusning to the
iea—eream ven,anf running whan they see a friend
over the rosd. Balsall Heath 48 ths worst place
in Birmingham for noccidents - and I know how EEEY
it is to get hit by & car because ons hit me when
1 was amnll. Tuskily I was not hurt much.
Jacqueline Johmeon.

AMEGee,

8

CORPORATION BUS

I live on a Corporation Bua

AR many trampa do,

Husty wheels and dusty floors,

I sleep on straw and old ceoats

Fith the rats to keep me company.

The floors are infested with tickets -
Pourpenny's ,Twopanny 's.

Whiat kind of & 1ife can I laad

Om a Corpormtion bus? T.Doyle.

SIGNS OF

THE TIMES
A 1 walked lelsursly down the street
Wondering who mext I might meat,

Passed the houses Bmall and dull
The grey flats straight and tall.

Look at the soggy leaves lying on the ground!
I picked up a dry ons which I had found.

Az I loaked round near snd far

I saw & dull-Jit door ajar.

And there I saw & child's face pale and scared
Wondering if to come out he dared
Of the grey houses,identically pairsd.

T.Whiteley.

Ceasl inspechari How Free canm you 9et!?’

Why

Fhat 18 this planetT

Why do I live om 1t?

There do I come fromT

Whars is thare to coms from?

And as & car zooms past me

I nak mymelf

“Whare does it come fromT"

But than,]l was never destined to knoow
Why.

T.Doyla.




This ay avenings frem 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. for theas twixzxt the 8 of 9 and 14 at 3t.
B&rnn?na Church Hall,Ladypeol R4. (Suba. =re 2p
each.

HOMW WE STARTED,

Way back ip April 1973 J1il1l Young met Jim Hodges,
Highard Fisher and Linda Albert,and we declded to
try and form a youth eclub at Si.Barnabas,following
n suggestion mede by Margeret Selby at the Lane
Nelghhourhood Centre. Permission was obtmined
Irom the P.C.C. of 5t.Barnabas for the use of the
hall,and we set out to raise funda. {Jppar!ntl{
clube for children in thi= age group are not able
to obtain L.E.A. grants.) The amount of E40 waa
raised by means of a jumble sale and thinge began.
Apart from the usuasl activities like table tennis
and darts,ws wers lucky %o have m diesplay of judo
by the police judo team,trips to the swimming bhathe
los akating,sponsored walks,ate. At this time
Linda left un,and Denlee came to help.

Jim Hodgea who originntes from Llandrindcd Wells
{in 'HJEH:E thought 11 would be a good idea to
take the kids on holiday Bnd eet about the organ-

ipation of what turned out to he n very enjoyable
and sugcesaful event. Committess werse estahlished
in Birmingham and Llandod. and varicus families in
Llandod. offared to mcoommodate ome or more of our
children in their homes, Conseguently on A &t
25th some 20 children plum Jim,Eichard,J111 (and
hnty) and Denise eat forth for Wales, A receptien
varty was walting for them,and for the next week
the peopls af Llandod juet teok aver. We went on
trips to the memn,the Elan valley,sn football match,
& ftroagure hunt,visits to farma,Bullth eattles merket,
and many bore.
Fa mow heve an  average turnout of about 25 & week
at gur glub evenings,and had & greast party at
Christmaa.
If you'd like to come and join in on & Priday
night,as a member or & helper,de pleass Jjust turn
up., Wea'll be very glad to sses you!

Ji11 Toung.

& ACTION CENTREL.

Mums and Habies Group.

Are you a Mum with & baby under 24 yeare old?

Would you like to meet others in the same position?
Ther come mlong and join um &t 73,Sandford RA (off
Church Rd.) on Tuesdays with Jill,Anne,Phil,Hose-
mariz and the children,2.15-4.00 p.m. Thursdayas
with J1l1l,Disne,Carcl and Pip,and sgain the 1ittle
onae Trom 10.15-12.00 noon. Have = oup of coffae
while the children play together,and phone 4495714
for more informmaticna.

Eunka:gutl.

This is the club for juniors at 73,Bandford HA4.
It meets on Frideay eveninga from 7.00 pm.=-8.00pm.
Ite run by Margaret Hindley. As space is limited
wa c&nt thke o0 meny mors,but thers is roem for
fome now membera ages about T-12 yomrs,

Babysitiing Schems,

We are trying to get thie off the ground- e
ie 1dea hliﬂ: thng Homecns oun uhtfin B .ff:.?’?or
& small sum of money,pert of which gows into the
S.H.A.Q. funds for expenses. We are KOT in cperat-
icn 4o aseist'pecple yet,but 4f you would bes pre-
pared to volunteer to hlirlit please contaot either
J111 Young (449-6714) or Margeret Hindley (449-3813)
Until we have & pool of reliable mitters things cant
bagin. BS¢ can you help?

ADDRESS OF S-HALC.:T3 SANDLORD RD.

Your Guide To Pilms Coming to the Pleoandill
CInemn, Stratiord Hoad. [Eg [-30 T} )

! 17.2.74 for 7 g. Clint Eastwood eters in
"Wagnum Force'. A grest film follow-up to 'Ddrty

Burry',which has a X certificate. A young police

officer fighte eubversive elements in the force.

) 24.2.74 for 7 Deys. David Essex and Rosemary
Tench atar In 7T 1'11 Be The Day*. A really
good rock amd roll film with plenty of prett
F £irle. Cartificete AA. WITH 'The Man Who §lu-
nted Himself', Roger Moore,that great James Bomd
motor,star's in this f1lm,whieck is quite o good
horror story.
| =

Wlﬁi

Royal Wedding

On Tuesday 13th my Man and I left Birmingham At
5.30 p.m. end arrived 1n Lordon at B.45. We took
8 taxi to Puckingham Palaece,then we went down the
Kel]l and ®et on the pavement till mbout 9.15 p.m.
There were hundreds of cars and taxis golng up &and
down the Eell,mll the people wera waving to usand
some were laughing.

Mot So Fasy

At 11.30 my Nen wert off to try and get soms fish
and chipe. Ghes couldnt find anywhere,so she stop-
ped & taxi mnd he took her to & shop,waited for her
10 be served and brought her back. He only charg-
&d her 45p =he was @ very nioce young man,and when
he pasnsed agaim he tooted his horn and asksed 1fwe
ware O.E. Bad barectefent o

Juat after midnight ?@‘Ltnrtnﬂ raining.eo0 Ranny
took a4 workman'e tarpaulin and made a tant by the
barricads on the edge of the pavement. I gotinto
my slseping bag and went to Elesp. Abeul l-c—elook
in the morming & group of young pecple from St.
Munge's Community Trust came round with a carsvan
nnd gave everyone & cup of hot acup, It warmed us
up m8 1t wes very cold indeed. I kept gpoing for
1ittle walks to warm me up,then I went to nleep
again. About 7.3 a.m. 5t.Mungo's ocsme again with
hot tea for ue all. This was all free - thank vou
St.Mungo's Trust! . .

¥e then folded up my @& atp!Lg beg and tidied our-

Bglwen up. Hy this time thers wers o lot more

people arriving. There were hundreds of police
who wers &l1]1 sround us,and a8 lot of St.John's
Amtulence Frigade people. The Guardemen then came
and 1ined the route.,which wae olosed to traffiec at

§9.10.

BEALITIFUL
It was very exciting when the Duke and Duchsss of
Eent and their children arrived with thelr children
at the Palace,followad by Queen Elizabeth,the Quean
Mother,who was very beautiful. Just after thisthe
procegaion started from the Palase. Thars wers lote
of Hormeguards whe looked very splendid in thelr
uniforma,and thelr horses weére also decorated with
stheepskin rugs on thelr saddles-some were white mnd
some weare bleek. The Jueen,Juesn Mother, Primnce of
Wales ,Princess Margurest und Lord Smowdon,the Dukes
end Duchesses and &ll their children,were all in
lowely horge=drawn carringes.opd Mr. and Mra.Phillips
and their dapghter were there as wall. Everyone was
dreseed Im beautifully-colourad clothes and lovely
hata,and all waved to us ms they want by. ThenPrin-
ce58 Annme end her father cams by, ecoompanied by
Horss Guardsm. She loocked very beautiful and happy
&and smiled end weaved &8 ahe passed us by.

Changa of Scans
¥8 had someons in the crowd who had & radio,and we
all heard the service and sang hymne with tham. Tha
procession then came back along the Mall,sveryone
thearad Mark and Anne,and all the sthers in the Hoy-

al Families. We were not allowed to move for & 1itt:
while &8 the police on horsebaock were all aeross

the road,but whan they let us move everyons went
towards the Palace. If you wanted to go the other
ths crowd was too big for you to turn round,
#c you Jjuet had to move wiih the crowd. FPrincess
Arne and Mark same out on the balgony and svaryons
chesred them,thsn the Quesn and sveryone joined
them and everyone kept cheering for & long time,
Tha Happy Traveller
Whan this was all over my Fam took me to atay the
right with some Nigerian friends,Mr. and Mrs.
Uwonogho ;who live &t Peokham. They di1d not know
wa were uaning,hut 1h&§ meds us very welcome. I

was very tired indeed by mow,but it wes all ac
lovely that I would go and see it all over Egain.

Thers isnt much Toom rfor the Editorial this time -
bot we're gzlad sbout this,becauss g0 many paople
bave helped by producing drawings,articles, photosd,
stc. Bepecial thanks to our friend' lis Mackie
{who drew the front page cartoon) and to those who
gave us the informetion for the mecident article.
Fhotos are by Mike,with Tom Whiteley snd Vinecent
Doyle. The croesword is by Gill Southwell. We
NEED HELP with distribution of the paper,collect-
ion of advertisements,reperting,drawing,and in fact
EVERYTHING for the mext imsues. We welcoms sriiclen
on &ny subject of local interest., Anyons who would
like to help in any w pleass ponthot us Bt 120,
5t.Paul's Rd. {#Iﬁ-iiig}. The newspaper 18 organ-
ised entirely by the Community School and is finan-

ced entirely by sales and the advertisamants.




Ratae; £1 per colums
inch for display eda
lpgly to the Haathan
120,8¢.Paul‘'s Road.

Tel: 440~4176.
Peroonal sttention.

2 440-4352

HAVE EVERYTHING
FOR YOUR CAR. DROP IN
AND SEE DON OR DILIP
ANY DAY OF THE WEEK

T¥0 MORE COMPETITIONS.
akd up 8 crbsaword, with local intsrest for
Paleall Heathans. We will pey £1 for smoh one
2 ;3 publieh.
e are #searchiog for QLD PHOTCGEAPHS of
Heuth, Turn out your attice & cellmrs! IHHJ

pay 50p. for sach one we publiah and will retumm
your photoF unharmed. Send te Ths Heathan, 120
St Faule Hoad, Baleall Heath, B.17.

SEWING

MACH INES
7 OldFficld Road

TELEFHONE O K275
o SALES o,
@ ALL MAKES 23

! EVERY TUESDAY —
' MALVERN ST PLAYGRQUND
BY THE MUMS POR THE MUNMS = AND DADS:

COMMUNLTY
DOORS OPEK 7.30. B’N@ ﬂﬂbmns DOWN 800

GREAT PRIZES FLYER,SNOWBALL,RAFFLE,ETC. |
P
D

I
&

- T e

W and
game

|

« In ald of tha HAappy Housa and PLAYGROUND.
| BEring this ad, Ter a PHEE gama.

Hafreshments.

h.——---' L -q-tb—--hti----tll--‘

CROSSWOHD COMPETITION.

ACROSS

1. Ho ordinary
playground im
Malvern Street.
6. CITY! — Inn
aiate of

T. A 'plaasant’
one in Balmsell
Heath Hoad!

g, Youtll be
pleassad to rub
your hands with
thiei

10, I, Fostar
attygﬂd in ome
of these.

12. A teaser -
to do with bon-
nete & chocolmte

DOWH

2. Card talk for the?2,.
3. Tou could meke thias
other somathing ocut of
"gele™.
4, Gentlamsn, pleaasa.
You heasr this in moat
pubs ot 10.30. (4-2)
51- TR {3" ‘dm}-
whan averybody rushes
for another cne of
these!
&, large business tran
saction that turns out
to be & bit of a flop?
(3-4)
B. Peaa Fus Rluckehasy's
g0t & hag of wool for
tha boy whs eriaB down
heTe. ia-‘,

14. A gal. In the swim-
ming competltion?

17. Tep of the lengus,

and what a record.

18. Books & aristocrate
tath have one of theas.
19. A road betwesn St.

Pauls snd Clifton.

DOWH (CUntinmed) .
11. ¥What the teachesr
teachas and tha pupil
learne.
13.riru1d itreas; when

ours driving the car.
5 'Act 1T' out ob
the top floar of the
housa?
15. Try "wast* for a
tuoty Irish one.

El.will be paid to thssender of tha first corract
solutlion opensd on MARCH 21=t SEND tc The Hesthan
{Uru!u-urtg 120 St.Pesuls RA., Baleall Heath, B.12.

RESIDENT PROFESSIONAL
THEATRE COMPANY
CANNON HILL
PRESENT

THE COMPLETE SEWING SERVICE

(THE

How until Feb, 23rd.

WHAT THE BUTLER SAW

From Pabk, 28th to April &th

ADVENTURE IN THE DEEP

A Filaricus Comedy - A Flay for 8 to 12 year-olds.
by
Joa Orton. Coventry Belgrude Theatrs in Bducation Temm.

19,30 Bvery Day. 10,00 amd 14.30 Bvery Day.
BOX OFFICE: Midlande Arte Cenirs,Cannon Hill Perk, Birmingham 12 & OH. Tol: 021-440-3838,

10




