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A8 you cen see from our front page cut-cata the
Evening Mall and Sunday-Mercury have plenty to
egy abbut vendaliesm and delinguency in Baleall
Heath and inner-eity areas like it. BSo 1ts a
great pity thet the Heathan hasrto take ug the
eams theme. But recently several ceses which ars
vary disturbing have be#tn brought to our attentiom
and wa feel we must do what we can to halp.

Encouraging Vandalism!

Yandaliem 12 & vague word and covers & multitude
of eins - from breaking inte phone boxes for mon-
ey to bresking up cemeteries,poseibly for'fun'.
Jome of the actlivities which go on under this
heading are B¢ common in &n &res like Balsall
Heath that lots of pecpls hardly notice anymora.
Eresking up empty houses, factoriesa,shope,is almost
routine for youngstars ﬂﬁn are bored,snd for tatters
who are in search of leed to sell. IB&& Letters
Page for evidence of thie.) Ite all just as 011~
egal,of course,ns breaking into oe ied premisea,
though meny of the kids dont seem En Tealise this,
You cant entirely blame them for being surprised
when they are- ceught by the police and taken to
court,becauss,after all ,why AHE the houses and oth-
er places left empty for years,if somecne values
them, intendas to mee them,end wante whetever dis in
them? NO-ONE WANTS A VANDALISED HOUSE NEXT DOOR,
ACRO3S THE STHEET,0R EVEN IN THE NEIT ROAD - EOT
HEARLY EVERYONE IN BALSALL HEATH LIVEE WITHIN 30
YARDS OF ONE.

If the Counecil,which is ths mein offender in thia
srea,wants to keep young people out of the courts,
reduce the workload of the police,encourage Ennpla
1o take o pride in the area and an interest in
'Te—=davelopment',and MAKE THE BEST USE OF EIISTING
HESOURCES,it should do up #he houses good enough
for temporary use and pull down the otheras, The
various Residents' Assccietions have been pressing
for this for years,but the wheels of logal govern-
ment bureauveracy seem to ba rusty with age.

A NastyCase

But some of tha vandaliam and petty ecrime which

ﬁﬂﬂﬂ on in the area is not solely the outoome of
ilaetory policies on the part of the Couneil.
Take, for sxample,the harrowing story eof Mr.Jahir

HNassas

Mr.Ddn ia 32,thn:fh illneses hes made him look B
lot older. Hie wife is 26,and their 1ittle girl,
Eomel 1 S5¢. They have tried to earn & living
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How do we protect our surroundings ?

from & small
Rd. end of Om

Now they want to move.
The firet four yeare werant too bad - they only

gfnonrr and ewsetshop at the Moseley
reley Rd. for five years now.

g0t broken into about three times m year.
this yesr they have been driven to de
A BREAK-IK ONCE A MORNTE! Two weeks ago their shop
window was smashed. A month agoe 1t wes the door.
g0 far s& they know,the police have mades no pro-
gress, and despite promises from the police at
the uﬁup will be watohed,the trouble goes on.

But
speration by

J-hi£ IMn's Shop. The door and windows
wera omashed,and are now boarded up.

¥ra.Din told us she's beginning to think the
volice dont bother beceuse the family is colour-
#d. HNo doubt this ient true,but you can ses why
she might think 1t was - the family arent getting
much help from mnyone.

Meanwhile the Dine are fad-up and very frightened.
The conetent strain 1e undermining their health.
Their daughter has become sc nervous that she cant
eleap at night. Mr.Din hae been trested in hosp-
ital several times BE & result of the incidents.
14 years sgo he wae half-strengled by some intr-
uders and spent 24 houra in hospltal. Another
time four men = two with knives - breke in. That
time Mr.Ddn went to hoaspltal with cute on hie
throat. His wife is suffering from the strain,
tooj=—on one occeslon she was threatened with,
"Your money or your lifa.' It all sounde a lot



mora 1ike America (whars 908 of the population
aay they are frightensd to be in the atreste after
dark) or tewne of & hundréd years ago,than like
Britain in the 1970'e.

The Dine sleap downetaire now;and lock and bolt
their door before piling milk orates in fromt of
it. Mr.Idn ie no coward. So far he has loet lit-
tle property to tha thieves, The family dont ders
to go out,sc he is there to offer resistance to
intruders. But unless he getse someé help fromsome-
where very soon,be will be foresd out of his shap.

The family get no help from neighbours. The shapa
on hoth eides are empty. There was & mystierious
fire in the one on the left- foul play, most 1ikely-
and the shop was glven up by the old proprietora.
They were driven out,just ss the Dinz are likely

to be, The pecple who used to have the shop on

the other side were white,and didnt talk to tha
Iins anyway-but now they're gone it makes the fam-
ily that much more isolated.

Tha IMne think people should be moved ints the
hounes on either side of them. Theee houses are
due for demolition in 1976,mnd the Couneil looks
like keaping them empty until then - and no doubt
it could be longsr.

We have drawn the Dins' plight to the attention of
Counciller Jack Webater,as a first etep towards
giving them a hand. But what about our readers,
who live in the erea round Cmbersley Road? Surely
someones must see or hear the doora and windows he-
ing emashad,sven if they dont sae any suspieious
charecters hanging about? A1l you have to do im
call the police-0r ocome to that, just make & very
loud racket to let the thieves and wandals lmow
they've bteen epotted. And meanwhile,perhape a faw
friendly worde of encouragement to the family
would &t any rate make them alightly leas depress-
ad.

How ManyMore?

The wtory of the Dins makesg us fasl that thare
musat bea other shopkeapers,sspecially in the side
streeta of the area,who are Buffering hareassment
and intimidation. We shall be following up thia
possibility dn our next issue-calling on the amall
shopkeepere in particular,to find eut 1if there mrs
others who ara having bad experiences. We know
glready of at lesst one other case,without meking
any apacial inquiries: a shopkeaper on the Moseley
Bd. told us that he ne longer kept any stock in
the ashop,bocaude he hed eo mueh siolen in the last
Tew yeara,that he ﬁimﬁlr eouldnt efford to go on.
Thia tradesman says that the thisves ars young
pecple from a loecal secondary scheoel. (Mr.IHn
mleo repkons that most of those who have broken
into his shop are teesnagers.)

Another Example

Onfortunately thare are other bhad cases of vand-
aliom involving danger,less and atrein for logal
pecple. Conslder the exemple of the Congregation-
al Church in Ladypool Hoad,teo.

The peetor of the Church,Mr.Rogers,is losing count
of the number of times,even in the last year,that
it has been invaded. Agein the police seem power-
lems Lo 40 Very much,malthough on sach cooaBion
they have baen called and have now promised to keep
& special watch on the Church. A Mr.Hogera smys,
it seems om the face of it,that they ought to havae
a Igut patrol on Ladypool Hd. at night &= well ms
Pandan.,

He sayp this bacause on one of the four ccocasions
in the lset year when lead hes been taken from the
churoh roof,the psople who did it must have beanen
the roof for 4-5 hours,and must have had & lorry
below to transport the metal. Yet it seame no-ona
noticed them. At any rate,no-ons called the police
gnd E500-worth of lead has gone. The church i}
now given up the struggle,end ie replacing the lead
with plastie - &n expenae it can 1ll-afford,but
which will,it is hoped,deter the thieves.

Some of those breaking inte the Congregational
Church are obviocusly mdults and profassicnal thieves,
but others are equelly obviously teensge trouble-
makers. On one cccmeion one of these wes alsoafter
some of the lead,and was seen,and recognised by sev-
eral witnesses., What disturbe Mr.Rogers is thatal-
though he again reported all this to the police,

Enthlng heppenead to discourage the youth in gquest-
on.

Other examples of the harassment suffered by the
ehurah inelude: the veatry broken inte,snd tur-

CHURCH ROOF=NO LEAD LEFT

ned upaide down by people presumably looking for
non-existant money; the church broken intc and a
bike etolen belonging to one of the congregation;
atones thrown &t the windows of the church while
a paryics wag going oni the church invaded during
ancther service by youths who kicked over fire
bucketas and threw bottles; windowa constantly
broken. Of course the lead-stealing from the roof
hag caused damage 1o the inside of the church,

We marvel at the perseverence of the members of
the church whe battle on,repalring the damage,and
oRrrying on with thelr setivitien.

No Bible Thumpers

&v M¥r,Hogers pointe cut,the members of thischurch
are not just Bible-thumpers with their heads in
another world;they are doing their best to make
Balsell Heath a better place to live right now.
They have,for example, three pensioners clubs in
the church. They have a playgroup every morning
in the chureh hall. Membara of the church vismit
gick people locally,ss well &8 old people's homes.
They raiee funds for,and visit,various handiecappsd
groups, The church meambers have from time to tims
lent o hand with the sotivities of Malvern S5t. Ad-
vénture Playground,

Given mll thewse projects which the congregation
are Invalved with,it seems a pity theat they get

80 1l44tle encoursgement from some of the local
youth. Where will the small brothere and sisters
of these teenagers go when they lose the premises
their pleygroup uaes? Is 1t likely that the pen=
sieners will want 4o earry on using & hall which
ls ponstently disrupted,even 1f 1t is mot actually
wrecked? Ne-one knows better than Mr.Rogera that
teenagerp in Halsall Heath,and their families,have
problems. But unless more pembers of the scommun-—
ity have the spurage and the interest to stop peo-
ple ruining the efforte of others,the problems ara
net 1ikely to daseline.

Some of us arent very brave,uand asme of us arent
very obeervant. Not sveryocne would have noticed
kide setting fire to a fenes cutside a woodyard.
Mr.Hogera did notice,and though he 18 by no means
young,had The soursge to make them stop. Wecould
de with a lot more of this kind of action,and
quiakly. OCOtherwiee getting the Couneil %o clear
up ite mess 1s indeed golng to solve only e

it ¢.° the problem.

PLAYGHOUP MEETIRG IN CORGHEQATIONAL CHURCH.




ONE OF OUR NICEST SCHOOLS

UNIQUE

You must hove seen the kids,and adults (and esrs)
wearing 'Save Moseley Art Schogl' stickers, fWWe've
geen them,and we've read about the children's march
to the Town Hall in Moy,z0 we declded %o go along
and Tind out what they wers trylng to save....after
sll,tHera's the achool,slap-bang right in the nid-
dle of Baleall Heath on the Moselsy Hd.

There cant be meny people who remliess what & un=-

igue sohtel we have in our midat. Moat of us

probably heve the vegue feeling that its just en-
other grammar school,with o peoculiar mame,trying

to peeerve its privilsges.

In feet 1ts Just what its name says 1t is - &
erhool whiech soncentrates partioularly on temch-
ing children various forme of art. It i= the ONLY
auck echool in thewhele asouniry - the only thing
which is comparable with it is Menuhin's school for
young musicimne. But this is m STATE Echool - and
there's the rub,becauvse at the moment, Bi

Educationr Committes &re &till threatening to meke
the school part of Mount Pleasant Comprehensiva,
The mcheol 15 emell - only 300 boye and girls from
11 %o 18. At the moment thay take both the 114

and an art exam to get in - though many mre accept-
gd only becsuse they have shown promiee in thedir
art., They may heve 'feiled' the 11+.

At one time there were quite & few art schoole in
Britain for youngsters interested in ecultivating
8kil] or telent. Now,however,thie one 1is the eole
survivor. It has been attanked before,but maneged
to kesp going - now the peEsnion for ptandardisetion
threatens 1t again. But the parents.staff,punila,

and friends of the scheol will ebvicusly keep on
arguing till there 1s no hope left = which 1s far
from the case as yet....

¢ e S — "
A QUESTION OF CHOICE
Recently the Fduepation Committes hae shown a eart-
gin willlingness to recognise the undoubted merits
of the school,snd 1te diffarenca from the grammar
schools. The Edudktion Committee appesra to te
interested In keeping the school now,if it will
find a wny of recruiting its pupile without & sel-
egtion exam. HNow this 1 difficult,becauss while
they DONT WANT the old end iniquitous 11+, they DO
want children who are interested in art. And how

do you get them without locking st thedir work? HBut
the people who are trylng 4o =ave the schocl have &
real hopa of Tinding an answer to this question,and
persuading the Education Authority to keep the eschool.

.

il survive?

y
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FRIENDLY

¥o found the sshool & very frisndly and very imp-
reasive place. You will see from our photce the
exciting work they produce — and some of you may
have seen 1t elpewhere, since they often put on ex-
hibitions im places like Conmon Hill Arts Cenire.
Cur photographer hsd & problem,because thare weras sc
neny good things in the school he couldnt decide
what to photograph. Then he took so many photos wa
couldnt decide what you'd like to see mostl

NOT ONLY ART

The children dont ONLY astudy art of course. They
ales do all the usual echool subjects - but they
are able to develep their interest in a wlde rangs
of artiatic pursuits as well. Thess vary from tex-
tile design,through phetography, graphics,metalwork,
to painting. ThHere 1s an obvlously enthusisstic
steff - who manege to turn even the most boring
mathe, lesspn into an interesting visusl problem.

A lot of tha pupills go inte such ocoupsatione as
architecture,confectionery deblgn,embtroidery,win-
dow Aisplay,.priating,.and other trades in which they
can usas their specisl skills. HNot all turn out to
be artists in the end - but they dont geam to like
the pchool less for having misjudged their bent.

The Bchool's reeults are perhaps cne of the etrong-
est argumente for ite existence. But another very
good argument seems to us to be the sense of pur-
poee mnd self-fulfilment of pupile and staff. HNo
doubt 1t 18 o happy school partly becauss 1t im
nmall = if we are right about this i1ts a plty the
#mall mchools are disappearing oo fast.

We wish the school luck in its fight to ecarry on.
We just wish 1t was ‘called the Balsall Heath Art
deheel - affer all,as the Hemdmaster says,the aresa
ls ego visually stimulating they could nmot wieh %to
Be in a better place. (And though some might think
their buiding a little inconvenient,they are very
fond of that,too.) We've got our fingers ercesed.

= —



LETTERS

Your Support

Deay Heathan,

5t.Poul's Nursery naver hes
enough money. Especially,it
naedes to relss eytra money for
educational toys. Ths next
toy we necd 1a a slida.

Wa'va depidad to eollect -
ampa. and clgaretie coupons of
gll kinds in crder io resach
our targel. ‘The Rurgery,in
Tindal 5t. School 18 our coll=
ecting eentre-but anyone who
has trading stamps or coupona
they are willing to glve s
can @send or deliver them fo
36, Prunewick Hd if they cant
gat to the Hursery.

Its anly &8 1ittle effort you
have to make - and Jjust think
of the enjoyment the children
will pget fyos this new tay.

Yours sineeraly,
Ann GCotterell; Alcester Hd4.

{QUome on now,readers. The
Huresry deéserves & lot of help
after 1ts struggles to carryen
= 1f you have o local shop
that glves atampe,perhspe you
cEn persuade tham 0 keep &
box on the ecounter for pecpla
who dont egollegt etampe to put
them in fer the Nursery. Ed.)

EXPLORE

Daer Editer,

I eant guite bring mysalf to
adfdress you ro "Dear Heathan®
as 1% peemy to ma,though I
know what you mean;a rabhear un-
chariteble way to think of any-
one. -But =t11l1,1 must get to
the point. Yoo scem to get
steamed up in dévery lasue about
the bad aspects of our ared.
Iike the curate's egg, however,
it ie good in parte.

I thought I would try and be-
Hin & trend by pointing out to
vou thet there are in Tact
Eome very Attractive stresta
&nd houpes ip Belgall Heath -
ar well so pome yeTry Attract-
ive people. For example,in
Tindal S5t. there is & very pic-=
tureague ceottage,and, o most
peaoeful avenus off the road.

Iomt let your praleeworthy soo-
il eoncern blind you to the
cood things In lifa!

Sineerely,
Morris Beeaslaey.

(Well,I hope you de start A
trend, We oould certalnly do
with some more good news Hera
- we: didnt win the TPopla agsin
this weak. We did go and talke
seme photos in Tindal 5%. and
we agres thet there are some
ather nipe gpots ercund too-
;ﬁ??ﬂﬂ eles got-a favourite?

Dear 5ir,

The large factory at the junction
of Hertford 8t. and Brunawick Rd4.
hea now been empty fop 1f years,
During that time it has sufferad
mounting attecks,meiniy fromchil-
dremn. Nearly avery window has been
amashed and every door has been
kiekad in. )

Mors racently the tatters heve
moved in. There cant be wuch lead
left on the roof,and thers have
been floods of water from the bro-
ken pipea. The bullding is ugly
now, gtu g wraclk,which could be
very dangercus to the childrsnwho
play in 4t,

Now twoe houses which are nesrby
have become empty. Already oneof
them has been broken into,and I
feer both will guickly come to ©De
1like the factory. Coan nothing be
done to stop good bulldinge 1ike
thege heing destroyed,used as rub-
bieh dumps,left to becoms health
hazards and eyesores?t

The wasts of money i= one thing.
But the unused opportunity for
living sccommodation and other
uses 1s guite ridieulous.

Yours Taithfully,
V.M. Jinss.

Take o look

Dear Heathan,

I've haen getting angrisr snd an-
grier about the state of Wocdfield
Crespent,where I live.

Thore 18 no termse surface to the

road. There aAre oraters &very-—
whéra. When It rdine ite-a night-
mare.,

The bina are left unemptied for
long pariecds. Often rubbish 1s
dumped at ‘the end of the read.
The rood itself is never oswept.
Ita all enough to depress anyohe,

I declded to do samething aboul it.
Most people in the Crescent have
now sBigned & petition. It da golng
to be presented to the next Council
geeting. I hopa it will lead to
qaick mction. Ferhaps writlng to
vou will mise help. If the Heathan
pould print some photos,they would
ghow bBattar thoan my words kHow Bad
things are.

tours sincsrely,
Evalyn Sarr,52,Woodfisld Crescent.

(We went mound te #ee = and did
take some photos and got some mora
information, You will [ind both
in the Up Your Hireet story. The
Heathan will be ke=ping en eye on
Woadfield Creenent,and hopes tha
petition %o the Couneil will have
A quick sffeot. Ed.)

Thiam viww

bright idea !

It 18 vary hot today!
Will you plesss apk Rob MeCann to

get i hosepipe for the playground.
Then ha can hode us witﬁ oold
WatET .

Yours sinpcerely,
Jimmy end Jooy Graen.

(Coma om now Heb,dent be & eoward
= 1'm sure they mean it whan they
say ite for vYou ta hoss tham. EF.)

Cross

Dear Heathan,

I bought & oopy of your papsr From
a lady who delivered it to my shop
on Maroh 25th. HNow I'm very fond
of deing ercsuwords and would have
liked to have sent im &n entry for
your compatition - 1 never knowmy
luck,l might heve won! But the er
tries should have besn 4n by 21st
Merch., So I would like to hnow
why,if tha paper was published for
March 1 only managed to get & copy
at the and of the momtih?

But I =111l found the wholes peper
very dnteresting and I Hopa I'11
regeive further copies from now o

Youre sinsersly,
M.E.Slmmong, l5,EKingnley Hd.

(hpologles to you and the other
orossword enthuaiastea who meds the
eame vary justifliable complaint.
We bnﬂe you'll have plenty of time
for this one, And we'll aak our
gales forge to pin,not wallk, with
thia dasus. We Have to bé parsful
though, becausy we dont have any
money to pay either of them,and
they tend to geb a Wit wppity! Bd.

Di )

Daar Sir or Madam,

Your gorrespondent in the March
lagus who is having troubla with
mloe may be interested in & dig-
covery of sine. In the sourss of
gncounters with mice 1n thres con-
tinents (Africe,Ameries,Barope),I
have ocbserved that mice are such-
erg for PEANUT butter. I find
that & mousetrap bailted with pea-
nut butter fia invarliabliy Tull in
the morning.

Yours ate.,
M.Peil Univernity of Firmingham.

(We thought this must be & joke

HO we -reang up and ssked. It ismt.
Bo off you go follks and get soms
peanut butter = you ean 8% the
laft-overs yourselves,and thay will
be stuffed with galories,which is
more than can be said for rat poleon.

#'—J e ————

Dear Heathan,

Your paper's nmot bad
but dts all & bit
SERTOUS. Couldnt we
huye some pin-ups or
gomethlng?

C.MoEvoy.
(Sopry-no-dne wante
to poze for us. Ed.)

You

HEATHAN.

WHITE A LETTER TO THE

Our sddreas is 120,5t.Paul's
Rd.,Balrall Heath,Birmingham 12.

be glad to hear from you on sny subjeect,but
eEpecially about anything of loecal interssEt.

 OR PAONE 44 0- 4376 .

wg shall




= CGGorY

ALl THE ARTICLES POEMS & CARTOONS ON THIS PAGE HAVE BEEN PWRODUCED
BY PUPILS AT THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL .

Prejudice

Frejudice in Britain 18 amasing. White people
reaglly think that bGlack pepople are dumb. It'e
malinly the English—the Irish dont like us but
you ean truset an Irish person,but hardly ever
an English person.

The three main ¢lubs arcund here are the locarno
Top REank end Retecca‘s. HNow © out of every 10
white boys get into all three of these oluba, but
out of svery tem black boys only two or three get
in. Why? Bepsuge the peapla who own these aliha
tirink that they are trouble-makers,so they treat
then 11He gavagen.

What ore our kideo golhg to grdw up to live like?
1l pasp slgns every day e&ylng, 'Make Hritaino a&
batter plece,Ki11] waps.' Do you think that Brit-
ain would be a better place¥

Black boya are gulte rough,I think,but it'e not
only them t9 blame. Wien our fatkers come to
this gountry you put them in dirty retten faot-
orima ,ané when they married and had ohildren,ths
klda hung arcund with white boya. The white boys
wonld have good gear on eEnd the blascka had oheap
elothes. They would feel left out — who wouldnt?
S0 they might go and ptesl some -good clothes, juat
bacause of the nioe slothes the cother baye had,

= 1te the samne meaning in a lot of wayas.

SUMMERE

The pavements are hot and reek of dirt
At &n lee lolly paper rolls by.

The dust 18 choking and the air foul.
by hands awest and my edallar 1teohaens
And the sun basta down upon my back.
The gentle breege sticky my sweaty shirt

To my beok and makes me shiver all over.

¥y beir is etreggly and dAry,my leng thin arma
dting with sumburn.

How 1 long Tor the winter.

Scouting

1 belong to the lst Midlands Baden Powall Scouts:
Theze aré the tests - everybody has to de them:
Tenderfoot,Second Glass;First Class.

Thess are not very hard to do. The gort of things
we have o do 1p the Tenderfoot aresknow the sal-
ute egifgn and motto;Unicn Juck (thie mesns that wa
haye to learn the deslgn of it);Activity {this in
when you do B jumbkle sale or a piece of work for
Seonta)jand the lsst test 18 the most essential
teat = the Law and the Fromise. When you have
pasged all these you are 4 socout.

T.0oyle.

And another thing; we dont spemdall our time do-
ing weptal We play a game of Britieh Bulldoa,
and do wrestling {(mot reugh). The firat thirg we
doe is bresk flag,then inspection (of uniform).

We: collest pube. - 10p A week or £1 before the
1at May,which ooves You S0me MORNEY.

dJecond Cless 18 A bit harder. First you have to
do gome First Add. Then you have to learn six
common trees, Then there Is an observation teat,
(If thera are 24 objactas you have to get 10 or
1% of them), Then there 18 firelighting; we heve

to light 4 fire with 2 matehes and cook potalces
ang prusegeS. We aleo learn knota -and whipping,
learn about & hand-axe (whon it 18 sharp snd how
to uoe it} dearn lashing (that ia,how to luoh
pleses of wood togethor). In this test,too, we
ngve t0 learn how to uee & Telephone and how 1o
gend telogremsilearn about persongl cemping equip-
pent mnd deo 8n B-mile hike.
When you hove padsed £11 these tedats you do the
Firat Class which is herder atill. T will write
phout this mext Time....

E.Tesce.

VariousViews onVandalism

Every Saturday sfiernoon a8 copper comes round
Erunawinok Bosd checking 4t. It may b Tobbed, it
may be buat up by vandals. The reasan why he
comes round every Saturdoy la bacauss vandel

uned to bust it LD L tHank 11 i very .'-:'l".,iPlﬂ'r
ung: the people wiia dao it puat think they're vany
clever te smieh up telephone: boxen. 1 dont =ze
the kicks they're geliting out of it. 12 Terribls
because 1 cant ge inte the phone box without somi-
one glving me- & dirty leok. Its Jjuat Decauss I
young — they think I'ma vandal. I lonow I1'm ot
an angel but 1 wouldnt ge arcund doing atupid

things 1ike that. As lcGeg

01ld people are acared of vandals,because they
willl g0 to old people's houses and break in,
Trey migrt kncck them down and the old people
might get hurt. IT they phone Tor the coippers,
tha eoppers cant do anything whout 1t, Vardals
throw bottles outslde people's doprs and bresk

into ehong. B Rromri-

schaaL

=

Teg Doyle

kaok d'jﬁfﬂ. ann-_jrw'vc -Fnrgn’rf:ntht matches?

Vandals are kida who throw stones =nd 14ght fire
R&gre ite kfcsuse they have nothing’ else to do,
anid nowhere ta go. They roan srcond the otreets
and when they have nothing to do they put bottles
on walls and throw stones st tham, Ll:l".]'--'—'.l"!' ape
they beat up other boys,

an o wiy not tulld more giscot's anA pleygroundo )
and give the kide Bomswhere to, go? There are
parks around,but seme kigds dont ke goirns to
the park, becaule there's naver dnything in the
paTk . : s

jrmu kad vgndﬂ11fﬂ plages JuEt to meke themepelyes
Laek big, end some do it just for a laugh. 1 think
the Council ghould put up more discos and youth
eiukn,

N.Dayl



The Fpée Commun/ify School!

BALSALL BEATH COMMUNITY SCHOOL HAS BEENRUNNING FOR JUST OVER
A YILAR NOW . MANY PEOPLE IN THE AREA STILL KNOW LITTLE ABOUT IT.
IN THIS ARTICLE OUR REPORTER TELLS OF THE MHOPLS OF THE SCHOOL,SOME
OF ITS DFFICULTIES , AND THE CHANGES THAT HAVE BEEN MADE SINCE IT

BEGAN.

The Community Sechool wad one year old thias Eooter.
For the teacherps it has besn & long,hard yesy,
gven though until Tecantly thers werd only &
Puplla.

Its one thing teaching in o state sohool or uni-
vergily with woges,equipment,building and every-
thing else all lsfid on. Ite another thing altog-
ether when you are independent of the state and
have to do EVERYTHIRG yourself. DBeoause the
Community School 18 independent,and was started
by the teachera themaelves,thay have to find av-
ery penny which iz spent om the school,as well

ga do nll tha tesekhing. It sounds 1llke hard work

T BIG BOOST

The thres full-time teachers have just had a big
boost, 4 Managing,of governing, Committees,whiph
18 ta smploy the teachers (when momey can be
found to pay thes!)hae besn formed. The thres
terchers,two mothera (Mra.MeGées snd Nre,Whiteley),
i local painter,Saldy Serr,twe local community
workers %Gill Southwall and Reoh Melenn), s pupil's
representative, and & locdal Headmaster,Alex Hughes,
A1t on the Committee. It is hoped that it will
help the teachers to run the school.

The new Committee hea & bilg Jjob-one that in state
achoole I8 usually done: by salisitors, bank mene-
gers, Bieshope and other V.I.F.'s. But then the
viewsz of such fnu;le,likn those of many tepchars
in state schoole,are often lrrelevant to the needn
of the kids and communities whiah the state schools
are supposed to serve.

The first Mansgement Committee of the Halspll
Heath Community Sehool feels it ean do et lsast
as woll 889 any other - they may éven do & bit
better. After sll,they should know what their
kida wont ond need-they are their parents end
nalghboura. And the teachersg live soross the roma

and help cut at the playground and the nursery,
and run this community nawspapar.

The schoel Lla beginning te leok Tike the
CONMUNITY achool which ite teachers alwaya said
it wap., BPBut besidea the formation of the Manogo-
ment Committes,other imporimnt dewlopments have
taken pluce,in the way the geheol i8 run from

day to day.

GRLAT RLLORMS....

¥hen the school sterted a yzar ago,lt had no rulea
and no timetable. Everything hag to be dooe from
sorateh. The teachers have slowly set highar
gtandards. The Kids are expacted to deo sEchool
work,turn up on tims,and from Christmas the gsr-
ipus teaching of subjects relevent to the kida'
needsd ham been provided. The kids have alea had
to be tapght how to gailn sell-comtrol,and how to
work eout and pttain thelr own interests. A di17-
feult tesk,but elearly .a necessary one. The dids
have done & lot of mood work = ‘the Heathsan ahowh
that.

... SOML PROBLEM)

But not &11 has been wall. The kids hed got used
to doing as they plessed,before Christmas. Like
their friendsd a4t atates schools they dldnt amlways
want 1o do as they were told,be dieciplined or
taught,after Christmas. Add to this the fect
that the Iﬁrge atatae secondary schools which
gerve Baleall Heath (only one of them is loeml)
were having their own problems, The raieing of
the echool leaving age to 16,the attrastione of
the spring sunshine,teacher strikes and teacher
shorteges - all these lead to many diaclplinary
problemd and & hiph rate of trivaney. Many tean-

WE HOPLE THL ARTICLE ANSWERS MANY OF THE QUESTIONS
ASKED IN LETTERS TO THE HTATHAN.

i
agers who should by law be at echool, merely wan-
derad the streets of Helaell Heatl thie spring.
They had nething to do. Little wonder that thay
end up cRusing trouble of one Kind or gnother.

The Community School hes hesn saked by many teE-
chers,social workers,probation officere and poremnta
to DO SOMETHING. Tt cant. I1ts got its own chil=
dren to look after., Hot in time,who Enowa? First,
noTe teachers.mors money mhd more spEce would be
needed. The demand ia there,alright.

WLAT IT ISNT!

The Commianity School has in feeot just dneoreased
ites Fumbers, But not with 'vroéblem! kids. It

i ROT a school for drop-outs or trouble-makers.
It 18 ROT & 'Do-Ad-You-Flesaus 'sphod]l either = even
1f the Evening Mail did choose to use that head-
line in one 'story'! sabout if. It ia the job of
the new Mensgement Committae to see that 1t i8 &
good sohool,that ite puplla do good work,and that
1t smerves Baleall Heath well —= as well or better
than other segondary schools.

WLLAT WOULD YOU DO ?

58 the teachers have @ diffioult and ohellenging
Job,sn have their new Committes. They have teo do
thedir teaching =nd halp outl in the community gen-
arally. Can they de me good 4 Job we say, S5%.Faul's
Nurpery or Malvern 3i. Flayground? (Thess toe

are indepesndent losally-run projecta.) But nak-
ing = Elaggrﬂund ig one thing — runming &8 decond-
ary gehool 1s snother. After all how DO you
gduzeate & 14 or 15 year-old ir & school when he
really wante tov be at work earnming B wage,and

when harsh reelity tells the child that he or she
will ‘econer 6r letsr get to know the dole guetisjor
when he knows EBomeonse,a bit 1ike himself,who gets
into trouble and then shdes downhill fast?

MORL HLANDS NLLDLD

Will the Community School continue and develop fur-
theryor will 11 figgle out? Ite ap to the pupils,
thedr teachere,and the Manogoment Committes. Bui
they could de with some help from anyome who Is in-
terested. The timetsble ghowe thet Pridsy sftfernoon
id mn open aftérncon, Priends and yleitors mey call
= why not drop 1n for & chat snd o cup of tes? Yau
will e very welsome.. And if your child in keen to
Join and ie between 11 and 195 yearn old,why not taike
the gtep? The Heathan gathers that there is space
Tor 3 more childron of That 820....0as

Straws in
the Wind

The vandalé have been,

‘What offensive weapon oh

The windows are Bmashed,
The scheels are burnt.
Traln seats are ripped and bottles are thrown.
Cara are smashed and people dares hurt.

The wandale have been

Ard gome like the night.

Tut their mark is Jeft and who knows

imen they'll returnt T.Doyle.



crm]:r-.'ﬂ: conditions., Wwithout their determinaticn ta
thE NL.II""SEI"Y can QC} back CATTY on under such great difficulty,the campaign to
"Why cant we go in i .5 Tegain the phureh hall could not sucesed - those who
REEE O fF St.%uul'uagigmggzz Eﬂﬁigaawi§n3§2r$n§iga would take the decision-to buy the hall or npt-neaded
past its old home,the Church Hall. He used to go Ehi9 smbavaseing résindericl the ixpirtanos: of the

there beforas the Nursery was svicted, Afterwnrés nursery.

he never got used to the friendly but temporary ahel- The purcheee of the hall Tor use ps & communitiy centre
tor offered in his sshoel by Alee Hughes Head of is A wiptory far the Burdery,and for 0111 Ssuthwell
Tindal St. Scheol. in perticular,whose efforts desarve the highest praise.
But now,we &re glad to report,the children,F#l1l G411]1 *old ue,"The parenta werec wonderful, But we
Scuthwell (the Teacher-in-Charge),and the rast of souldnt have dome it without the halp of the staff of
the staff can look forward to &n early return. THe  the Community School,especinlly,and thosa at the Lene
Counail has at last bought the Hall). Ned ghbourheod Centre,ths Playeground,the Balsall Heath
6411 and an md hoe Committee of loeal AT~ Association who have worked for our success," The

ised the compeign to buy the hell - ETE::ELE nlﬁggt whole sommurity should benefit from the work dons -

& yeer ags, Lotters were writdanm, Couneillers lebk— 19T although the Nursery ia fo have pride of place in
ied ,mewspaper articlee gave publicity,and the Comm—  C0¢ Bell new,in the evenings and at waekends & range
unity Sehoal offared the Nursery spass in ita T.V. of activities organised by s yariety of loeal ocommunlty
documentary (recently re-shown). Why sheuld the grours. Thie should add o the =ooial end Blussticnal

Nurgery lose its hall to industrial or commercis]l use Yortues of the nursery.

when no other facility like it exists in Baleall Heath Phe former church hell i= 51111 empty -but 1e now %o
the campalgn organisers asked. The row continued, e bhrought te 1ife. Thie time,with = d4ifferance. It
often behind the acenes,while the hall stocd empiy eould,in 448 new life,form & centre for community self-
and open to vandelisnticn. (It has been broken into heip,at = time of Tapid re-developmant end inssourity.,
moré than 20 times.) It has beern an anxious time for Bulsnll Heath does pot have many mssets.  Kow that the

a1l concerned. Courodl has bought the Kall,te let 1t be usad by

The nmeed for & good,well-run nursery,in the area 15 103l pecple 44 could offer a grest nmew opportunity.
otvious. Balsell Heath nesds mera of them — néver EL1l]l Turner,Chairman of the Soeial Serviscs Committes
mind worrying about the closure of the only cne it and eother Councillcers,sre to be thanked Tor their '
has., Tha case for keeping the Nursary,whiesh tekas declsicn t0 buy the hall and let 1t to the Balsall

60 kide should have gone without saylng. It didnmt., Heath Aesocistion. But all now depends on how the
The Nursery had to keep going,both for the 60 kige oon2 18 10 Dbe used. Gan ita potentinl be realieed?

and for those to come in the future. The staff kept Anyore with ddeasyor who o willing %o help with re-
; palr or oleanimg wark 48 masked to contmat 04 d e
going,Taged suts in salary,ths dole,and lomg hours &8 1] of 36 Brunawiok Hd. oe 4N Eeathunrﬂfﬁ.il ngh
St.Paul'e Rd, Itas up te us all now. The HUrsery
campatan 26id,'We'll kick up o Tuss $4311 you huy this
hall for the Balesll Hesth commynltiy! Thay did'hu?
it = mow wo had better put it te good use, nity

How it should be collected
T"H'E C.L.IT“T(G Eer i (elanl el o melese wioghd

desippens dowin' o pipe ki sewage.

CB"]TH‘E EI {]‘H’T b i a1 Bekag vng hosing chtaie i

the LIk where nibbsah el awos

;L‘; *?GM“I'H'.E heduigih iderground mipes amd in-

cattprated suignistically, Fos (he e
af asy i's psmibilie o gerablish’ san.
mﬁ'ﬂi INE dlorals Tor eooventionsl ruhbish collecs
fiein thal conmcih mhoukl mest. Baed

JWH‘C'H: 1-]-" f‘Q on the T9AT Chevermment woorking

paarty pepoint on fefusd Sollection, we
- m Gan say i & eouncl! sneld, g pls

To ‘Et + of the sttrviie provkded o the Toies
e
THAT THESE ® codlest bl from all domesic
‘;T.A. I. m prenises u1 thoe ey

w provide ihe comtabaers for malsbak
WILL EQGHEE thima s sacksl that e Mousehalls

o]

Mﬁm: LEG&LH o enlEcT robbuskr af g oe g week
B”{nﬂ.ﬁ ﬂ"{ ® collos fubbab fram o papmal

siorage plice - not frovni ibe kerbwicle

CouNeils .
wdoblect Bulks househald pubbdsh
add TWH, sofas an s v
Mrs. Sarr shows Councillor G'Keefw the problem,.. EVERY HOUSE -
HOLD PAYS ABOUT
Realdents of Woodfield Crescent are up im arms these daya, So mush me, thet T S
they have now presanted s petiticn with around 50 names on it to Councillor £5 A YEAR ﬁ'ﬂ' t
John O'Keefe . Their complaints ‘are that thelr dusthbing are ndt helng amptied & "[-Pl?‘T'EQ TO GET

regulerly, and even when they are, rubbish ie scattered all over the place.
Etﬂ-‘i ru{';liah beyand nna—dua{hin-l':lar-huuaﬁhnld is lgﬁﬂfed» Some peopla have ®ID OF KUEBERBISH,
had to pay up to £4. to hove extra rubbish collected.

0 ' ha petition fr re. E“T SOME 'Pﬁ‘}’ &
n Seturdey May 24th Counclllor O'Eeefe chme to uooept t F from & |
Evelyn Sarr, &nd to have n look Tor himself. He sgreed to present the petit- DonT GET SEMVICE.
ion at the Council meseting to be held on June 4th, and to aak counecil officlals : -

ta visit the Crescent in the meantime. He also thought the protest should be
btroadened to inolude the shocking state of the roed In the Orescent, and Bev-
aral dengerous derellet houses.

Councillor 0'Eeefe has promised action. We hope To be able to Teport new dev-
elopmente in cur next issue. Meanwhile the state of the rosd will continue to
reflect discredit on the houses in the Crescent - moat of which ars very well-
kept. Mrs. Spence summed up the problem when ehe sald, "Sometimes 1'm 3o

gahamed when 1 walk up the rosd I just went to shut my eyes till 1 get in the
house !

Part of the problem with Woodfield Crescent le - 1like rany ather lopzl avenuse
and eressents - 1t is 'unadopted’. The upkeap of rosds im adopted avenuee 18
definitely the responaibility of the Council. Unadopted avenues belong to no
ong in perticular. Which means, if your avenue 18 unadopted, and you want it
surfaced you will have to fork out to the tume of sbout E£40. per househnld.

We have nmot su Tar been able to eatsblish iIf there is hope of councll gramia,
or of getting avenues 'asdopted'. We'll have more on this next time.

mitKe.
8




CLUB FOR
ELDERLY

A shop for chesp groceriss and second hand elothes,
tea and piscuite Bnd o reading of the famous mon-
ologue "Albert and the Iion® by twelve-year-old
Feter Wilton - Just some of the sctivities that go
on ot an 0ld People's Club held in the Methodiat
Church on the Moseley Road every Friday afternocn.
The Club is just ome of the sctivities of an or-
ganleation called Voluntery Care for the Aged,
which h=s heen Tun Tor the 1last 9% yeara by Misa
Jones. The excellent work which dncluder avisit-
ing, shopping &nd library service for the elderly
and disabled ,im run from an office at 255 ,Mary
St.,end is funded mainly by money from Harry Fayne
~himeelf now nearly 90 yeara of age,of Payne'a
dhos RepalTers.

The organisaticon dess not,however,have s large
budget,and i3 snabled to function mainly by the
unpaid work contributed by velunteer helpers.
Five beys from King Edwarda Sschool,Edghasteon,
provide enteri{einment for the eocial club,snd 5
girle from King Edwerd's High School for Girle
provide refreshmente. Teachers from the bg{ﬂ’
Bchool provide traneport for the 80 or aso old
people who attend the club.

Other help is grnridad by mome of the elderly
themeelves - 314 and Ellen Hewltt Mra.Minnie
Worten and Mr,.Pred Lane. All are themselves over
T0,but help with the visiting and the other act-
ivitien. As Bllen Hewitt says,'d lot of people
havent got anybody'- and there's no doubt that
many are very grateful te Miass Jornes mnd her band
of volunteers for the fun ,and prectical hLelp they

are providing. 2 K
e

Make Yourself at Home

Mr. and Mre.Donnelly have six children aged 7-16

and live peacefully at 170,014fton Rd. Or at least
they used to live pescefully,till somecone diecovered
that they were Irish,Catholiee,and hold broedly Rap-
ublican viewn. Then the raide started. Tt wee ab-
out 1 months ago,and At 6.45% in the morning, when
about twelve men (Mr.Donnelly thought some of them
were armged) got the family out of bed and search-

ed the housae.

The pattern was rapested on the morning of the 20%h
May. Thie time policemen pushed in the side gZste,
and then searchsad the house sgain. Thay went 80 fer
this time B8 to read & letter from Mre.Donnelly'ms
handbag (& lettar,mind you,from her mother - dead
these ten years).

01 both occesions the police found nothing even
remotely inariminating — and yat one policeman, by
way of farewell,asid,"We might be back!"

The Donnellye are,not eurprisingly,upeet. Ite bad
enough heaving policemen with degs pareding in front
of your house,while others turn out the drawers and
pall the comtents, "Hubbimh". But of courss the raids
frighten the children-not to mention cause the neigh-
toura to look a bBit gueer, There's ARpparantly mo
knowing when the family can leck forward to NOT he-
ing got out of bed A% A mement's notice.

The Donnelly family are the first to -admit that the
polica have o Job to do,and that no-ocne wants to be
around when & car boemb goes off. Bul there ip a lim-
it to the ineconveniense and insult irnccent pecple
will etand before they etart thinking of 1t B2 har-
agament.

The family 18 well-kpown loenlly and mne-one who knows
them will suspect them for half a second of harbour-
ing explosives,villaineg,or anything alse.

Their friends WOULD 1ike to know why police,who are
of course,fully entitled to =earch any time they
have a warrant,aslec feel entitled to inmpult pecple
who are supposed to ba presumed innocent until shown
to be guilty of somothing. We may alsoc wonder why the
Donnelly'es 16 year-old son who was trying to go off
to him jeh when the police arrived last time was not
allowed 4o do mo,though he wan guite obviously

NOT walking off with gelignite up his Jersey.

It 42 to be hoped that the magletrates will have

& very hard think befare they grant the naxt

warrant 4o invade the Donnelly's house.

WAKE UP
THE COOP!

It sounds like an interesting suggestion-our local
shepping survey showed Co-0p prices as higher than
mogt othar aupermarket prices,which i3 strange 4f
you remember that the Co-op was Founded "Tor the

welfare of the sommen peadpla! Now thies eould mean
not lower pricea,but,for example,giving The profit
tio good causes. However the Birmingham Co-tp does
A6t do that either. It doas give some money to
charities,but & pitiful eam compared with,say,the
London Co-op.

The ‘Wake Up the Co-op' alogan im not our ides,
though,but that of & group of Eirmingham members
of the Co-op who are thoroughly disenchanted with
the policles of the 'Forward' group who at present
control the Birmingham Co-op. The new group are
anyxious to get in touch with other Co-op members
who aympathise with their desire to get more of
the profite to local cherities. Conitect the group
4t the FPeace Qentre,.Smallbrook Ringway.

Local Services

THE LANE NEIGHBOURHOCD CENTEE.A422,lLadypool Hd.

Housing Adviea Mons. T-0 p.m.,Weds. 9.30 aom,.-
1230 n.m. Legal Advice,Weda. T-9 p.m.

The Naighbhourheod Centres is open ALL DAY weekdayn
for advice of a general nature. DONT DELAY,eop—
cigily with legel problems-1i% may mesn complio=-
atisne, Adviga 1ia FREE.

BALSALL HEATH ASSCCIATION.91,Ceurt Hd.

Free legal and howsling advice. Weds, T=-% p.m.
FPhong 440-1310. There mey be someone theare dur-
ing the day on weskdays.

The HOUSING CENTRE.261-271,S5tratford Ra.

Pres advice on any kind of housing problem=thils
servics 12 ¥on by the Councll. Mew.-Fri. 9.00-
16.00,3at.: 9.00-12,30. Tel: TTi-4211.

CITIZENS ADVICE BUHEAU.Z261-2T1,3%ratford Hd.

Free mdviee on sany problem execept housing.
on Fridaye,10.30-14.30

Unly



"Ous wap an unsttractive ares t6 &ll but refug-
eE8,outlawas and escaped Blaves". That ia how J.
Morris Jonen deserlbes Baleall Hesth as 11 wasn
before 1700. It was an expanse of infertlls grass
snd busgk, left desolate and tresless by the char-
coal turnera. The orliginel oak-Tforests had dis-
appaared to feed the forgea and furneces of the
tewn, 4 few gheep grared in the beulder-strewn
gorub that remained.

What's in a JVame

Balnall Heath gets ite nams from a4 man named Hord
= who must have grazed his sheep here around TOO
years ago. In this way people begam to eall the
area Bord's Heath,which beceme gver the years
Borsall Hesth.

Fothing sush stirred here until about 1700-though
somg of Cromwell's smoldiers did meke 8 camp near-
by during the Civil War. They placed thair cannon
- gusss whers? Oo & hill not far off whiech come
to be eslled Coannom Hill.

Of gouree evan three hundred years agd there were
tracks or paths where Highgate and Ladypool Hoad
mow ™in. (By the way,Ledypool Read got 1te naome
from a pond which used to be where Balsall Heath
Fark now is. The fish which wera caught thera
were devotsd te Our Lady - 5t.Mary's Church Mome-
ley.) Later there was Sicney Lane,so0 called be-
causa the gravel banks of the Sperk bresk offered
A firm footdng to travellers who in thosa days
didnt aften find & good traek to walk on!

On the Track

From 1700 Belssll Hesth was ohlefly important for
ita road (or track!) that ran roughly whare the
Moseley-Alceater rord now is. Even after the road
tecams a toll roed in 1767,1%t waa little more than
& treRck, We learn that in the winter 1t was often
ovar 200 yards wide in some placed, bacause travel-
lers aypided the muddy ecsntre of the road.

The resl development of Belsall Heath didnt begin
until about 18530. Building was slow st firet,
planlany and plecemeal. Thie can be seen in Tin-
del S5t. which has & mixture of separatsly built
houwea ,sach in 1te own style, The capals were rel-—
stively far sway from Balsell Heath and thersfore
thare wis no rapid hullding of factordes,or early
development. All this changed with the coming of
the roilway. The firgt atetdon was at Camp Hill,
then at Highgate Rd.,Brighton Rd., and Moweley. '
The railway enccuraged the growth of Jight industry
and factories and workshope were soon springing up
in backyards and oconverted houses,.

A landmeri wos pagsed in 1848 when the Sanitary
Board inatglled the first sewer - too lmteyhowever,
to prevent several ocutbresks 0T cholerd and typhue.
Balesll Heath must have heen & pretty grim place to
live in at that time. But things improved,slowly.
Meny of the first schosls werse bullt wt this time
- Tive;between 1837 end 1873, TIransport improved
400, In thea 1870'8 horse=tramse travelled the Nose-
ley Hoad. They were replaced in the 1E80'e by
steam-trams,which in turn gave way fto electric
trame — ‘thepe last wers in operation from 1006 te
1960, and ne doubt lots of our readers ramember
thepe,if not the steam trams!

Moving Story

A hundred yeara ago there wae etill open country
betwasn Paleall Heath and the oity. We cra told
that well-to-do folk often dreve out in thair
carriages from the clty to enjoy the view of the
old town from Highgate. Only on Sundaye,sT course,
becruse on the other days all you could see was
gmoke. Some of these vieitors aven built ‘eountry
housen' here. Put they were doomed to ddeappoint—

[

10

mert, The goantry houses were gwallowed uUp by the
city as 1t aprawled cutwards over the years. The
fate of cne such builder ie desoribed in & nine-
teenth century song:

I remembar one John Crowee,

A buckle-maker in Brummsgem.

He built himeelf a country houas

To be out of the smoke of HErummagam.

But though Jobn® country house atands atill
The town iteelf has wallked uphiIl

Kow he 1ives beside a s=moky mill

In the middle of the Btreets of Brummagem.

Eesearch for this articis by Donna and Mike. We
ohsll he ver¥ interested to hear from readers who
have any further smippats ebout our yesterdmys,or
day-pefore-yesterdays!

T ST T P R S S R e, Vi O B st e
EVERY TUESDAY—
MALVERN ST PLAYGROUND

BY THE NUMS FOR THE MUMS # AND DADS! E

DOORS OFEN 7.30. BJ"N “G Eﬂbﬂﬁﬁ T ﬁ'mi
|

'

e '
GREAT PRIZES PLYER,SNOWEALL,RAPPLE,ETC. |
[

S 1 and PENSIONERS FREE

1p & geme

In aid of the Heppy Bouse and FLAYGROUND.
m.FrlnE this md. for & Feer game. Rafreshments. !

e e R ——

the Heathan needs..

INFORMATION- avout local events,news,

elube,orgenisations ete.

SALES HELP-— more shops,of any kind to-stock
the peper,and pecple to sell it in their road

R e I

or &t work,
FRoM You —
=atories, drawings, letters, crosewords
£l for ome with loeal dnterest for putlicatiom.)
PHOTOS epecially old ones of Balesll
Heath, Any we use will he returned intaet.

FPHONE US AT 440-4376,0r writefcall 120.51:11_“1'5 Rd.

more contributicne of mny kind,
{wea*ll pay

The Hesthan is preduced entirely by pembers of the
Comrunity Sehool,and fipanced entirely by money from
sales nnd advertisers. We sre VERY SOHAY indeed ta
ralee the pries to dp,but our billls have gone up
almost beyeond Pelisf - mainly bacaugs 6f the increas-
ing cost of paper. We have alsg DOUBLED the eize
6f the paper,se we hope you'll think it wortn twice
a5 muclhi.

Fhotes are mainly by Mike and the dommunity School
pupils and copie® ean he bought eheaply from our

office, This Crosawoerd io by Adrian Meolee,and we
had seme help with typing and layout from Carolym
Parish and NHigel Hallidsy.

sgerYVICE
1- O . Personal attention,
adwverrtiscers

WINNERS af our erosavord competition im the
1aat 4{asue were Clasgs £C,Tindel St. Primeyy
Sehosl ,=he aent in & joint effort. They re=~
celve £1 2nd our econgrotulations.

Rates: £l per column
Inch Tor display ade
Apply. to the Heathan
12l St Faul'm Hoad.
Tal: 440-4376.

*
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The playground has just finished 1ts usual auction,refresghmente,stc. This rajped £Lf4,and all
heetie btut patisfying round of helidsy Aao- who helpsd,kide and sdult=s,and the 150 psople
tivitiea for the half-term break. Thess in- who came: to aspend thedr money had an enjoyablse
eluded trips to Sutton Park and the Wyre For— afternoon.

eat for hundreds of kids snd Bome perent-
halpers. We'll hardly have time to draw
bresth befors the long summer hglidey iswith
15 - but we ghall be prepered with en excit-
ing programme,including,we hope,some camping
tripn lssting several daye. Thare*s still
time for anyene who haa ddeas about trips or
other activities for the summer programme 0
let us lnew.

THIED,ths jumble sale paid for two buses,refr-
eshments and theatre sesta for the 170 kide who
went on the SEturday trip to the theatra we he-
gan by disgusesing. The community play which
they saw was shoot pollution Bod was opalled
‘pdventure in the Deep'. The whole nudience
wad invited to take port-as the crew of a bath-
yecope. We were nearly stramnded 10,000 ft. un-
dar the mea,wore befriended by & monater Trom

There hae of course been & rether pad change Atlantdis, and livaed to t=11 hew we ‘helped the

at the pleyground eince the last lssue of the getors to eccepe. We sll managed to get back
Heathan, FProbably many readers will krow that to Biélgall Heath in timé far tas, We 8l)] hed &
Rob Wheway,pleyleader for several years,has marvellous tidme and Jleote to est - FREE, thanka to
laft. He will be very mich mizasd by both the money wa TRized ourselved.

kids mnd perents, Hs has been temporarily re-
placed by Caa Hendsrson,ard the playground
Committes are locking for & new permanent
Flaylepder. Meanwhile we are all snjoylng the
fine woasther snd leng eveninge-—plese joln usl

The astors eame to Ede us agein Imst Saturday.
The kide know them well pow and are slwiys auak-
ing what's on naxt and can they help. The big
events have relsed our sights. Actors and play-
ground helpers mre olready planning the next 12
Hob McCann and Cas Henderaen. monthe of activitiea. It will be even better
than the firpt year hecaupe boih actors and kide

have learrned & lot.
We are AII Actnrs nﬂw ! Praise ip due to the playsround,to ome of itm

voluntary hulpers,Di:E Atkinson,and to the acters,

Adrian,aped 7,thought the huge green man wae s for organising these projscts. (And to tha Mid-
Monster. dudging by the seresma,most of the land Arts Council for psying the motors' expansss, )
170 pleyground kids thought the same. They We've 511 had soms somstructive fun - but alee
were watching a play at Cannon Hill., It allen- Cannon Hill and i1te Theatre Qompany have becoms

ded heppily,snd the Monater turned out to be & & hit leas remotes. Our kids have shown them that
friend who saved us all from being 4rapped on they are as good an sudlence &8 eny other - ang

the ssa-hed. better at perticigatipg! A8 one kid put It,°7

Tor a year now 3 actora from Cannon Hi11l Thaatre tapught Lt wos Just for the smobs.' Anather saia,

‘T 1ike them,'[(The actors.) 'Thay want ¥ou to halp

Company have coma to the playground every second : 3 f

&gtﬂrﬂgr, They help the Eidggtu pariurmjﬁn imp— tham. They let you do things with them.

roviged play,or make up a tresasurs hunt,or do The esctors have got the mesaage at last. Baleawll
enything thet gives excitement and helps them to Heath has been left,neglected,on their doorstep too
think,and co-operate with othera. The actorse and long. Lata have a lot of your attenticon please,
kide have had some great time: fogether. Cannon Hill! Wwhat the sctors have done so Car

hould only be ssen a@m'a good start. Lets hope they
Things were going 80 well that we decided to be = . A
it more sdvonturous. Last Chrdstmas B0 of A48 get =zome mors money for mext yesar. fwﬂlfﬁ
went carcl-ginging. Lenterns were made and songs 1 )
rehearsed im thée hut with the metors' help. They
provided & bend on the day, Over £16 was raised,
which helped to pry for our Christmae pRIty. And
we 211 had a great time.

The supcess of the carols made us think even big-
ge2r. Thres aventa werse planned-linked together

and spresd from Christmas to Baster. FIR3T - poll-
ect Jumble. The Communmity Sehool kids atarted 4t
off by cellecting 1n Moseley. Then the actors
came. They were Steptoe &nd Son,and they hrought
their bmnd again. Over 70 kids hslped ecllect
Jurble that day - and gulte s few adults. The
lorey wae ful
SECOND,a gran

EFQQQEIQ Smle was organised,with &n
MIDLAND AN OPEN AIR ADVENTURE
FOR ALL THE FAMILY

ARTS ARENA THEATRE,
THEATRE Mo mh R
CUMPANY BOX OFFICE 021 -440-3838

present
June 5th until July 6th - "
1038 HERER The Legend of Tangalali
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Glass Cut To Size

Eﬁ%

CARDER TOQLS.

Sandbrook & Co.

545, Moseley Rd.

(COHKER OF HOMER ST.)

Tel: 440 -4188

SAUCEPANS , KETTLES, 3
BUSKETS , BOWLYS

L

5]

HARTBOART, FLASTERBOARD
ROOF FPELT WLIREHETTING,
CEEOSOTE.

FRE-FACKED SANL/CEMENT/

FLASTER/CUNCEETE.
St 4

ACROSS. i - i DOWN.

l. Road where meost acelidentas 1.'Chrdntinn‘name of an ex-N.P. 5.
ocour in Balsall Heath. [ . 2: A megician may have one. 4.
6. Znd 0lass Seoutn ean uas 1t. 3. = = Y 3. Seotns ward for 'own', 3.
8. Rope for hanging. 1-5, 4, He's in the RHoyal Cak, 3
10 . Panecake plaeca in Bucks. b Y Y 5. ...by all masanm, 2.
12,.5ingular tool for eugar. 4. 6, Quite a long time! 4.
14.53mell fry for o war. 3. T. ¥aybe these cama first. i.
15. 4 wasts cutl=t. 4. 3. Add & mite to get a depomit. 6.
16.French for bad. A 11:0r behold. 2
18.L bitter experiance? 3. 13%.8Barely apparent. 4.
2l.and ale as wall,perhaps. P 17.Readily spotted. 4.
23 .Dodng ell with same brush. Ta 18. luddhint deatiny. B,
25.4 short expsrti. 3 19.4 unit of emergy. 3.
Eg.'ﬂiidef morning. 2. = ggg;u ngu]ﬁ hsdura :Eiﬁ nz ,u;i:“.:l_+1 g
28.0 French coin i 2.Closed round nothing to yell. 5.
79, Loeal road leads to SomersEet 7. CROsE WORD COMPETITION 21.Baby's on the bottle. d.
0. Indtisl preservation of our £l for firat correct sclution 25 . Afterthought. . A
heritaga. 2. ppened July 21st. Send to 120, 26.Hor will he be twisted. 3.

St.Paul's Ad,Birmingham.]2.

SL_05 LADYPOOL ROAD
440- 435

SEWING

MACH INES
7 OldFicld Road

WE HAVE EVERYTHING RS T“”‘”‘f’:; ;“"’ sy
FOR YOUR CAR. DROP IN # AL paes “Ce

AND SEE DON OR DILIP
ANY DAY OF THE WEEK

L

THE COMPLETE SEWING SERVICE

Property Repairs Building Contractors

BATHROOM CONVERSION AND MODEANISATION COUR SFECIALLTY

ATTENBORROW & JUKES

61 TINDAL STREET
H

Talaphana: OH 240 4517

BIRMINGHAM B1F 9QU

Contractors to Clty of Birmingham Public Health Dept.,etc.

Plumbers Painters




