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HAPPY CHRISTMAS -NOW AND THEN.

WE SEND ALL OUR READERS THE SCASON'S GRELTINGS,
AND WISH THEM A HAPPY NEW YEAR. WE TROUGHT IT WOULD BE
INTERESTING TO LOOK AT SOME THINGS WHICH WERE HAPPLNING
IN THG AREA AT CHRISTMAS 150 YEARS AGO AND SO YEARSAGO,

Food for thought

114 am Thomas, Buteher , of Dig-
beth,..Bage lesve to inform his
frisnda and the Public in Gener-
al that his Ohrisimas show of
maf will be ready Tor inepection
this day,snd flatters himself he
#hail be able to conpvincs them
of the impoeeibility of there
being any superior to 1t in the
towm of BiTminghem. William
Thomae has slaughtered two Boll-
geke ¢f the real Scotoh BEreed,
¥l bBY tha Et.Hon. thes Earl aof
dylesford on Orase and Swedish
furnipe cnly; 1ikewise two Sheep
fred ard fad by the ahove Hoble-
gan, the whole of which he thinks

cannot be equalled by anything
of the kipd in the Kingdom.'

|Frem the Birminghem Chronicle
b ddvertioer,1824.)

Heal thyself

i\ gentlepan who styles himeslf
Iloetor! hes mivartised s med-
ileing for restoring '‘loot app-
dtite ' which he kindly promiaes
My fistribute 'gratis' to ths
s, We Ilmagine he would ex-
Myt Bia ‘kindpese' muek further
nd far more beneficielly If he
mEld &t the page time present
thpm with eomething to est.’!
{1824.)

cornfort this winter

M this eritioal sesson,when
Bkl drer are teething,they =uff-
BF more pain than st any other
‘time of the year,very few sso-
hging convulelone. 1t is pari-
tularly regueated thai every
arther and nurse that hes young
#1ldren not be without the Am-
Wrican Soothing Syrup. From
1] a.m, avery Tusaday and Wed-

nesdiny till March Nre.Johnacn
will give bottles of this to

thoes in nesd. Out of hoursshe
will supply the medicine if &
letter is brought from a Teap-
ecteble housekeesper,5howing that
the applicants are real objects
of charity. Mrea.Johnson hopes
at the smme tims that so great a
charity will not be sbused,amit
is entirely out of her own pook-
et. BShe trusts that those whe
can afford o buy will not ipj=
urs the poor by obtalning what
ia intended for their relief.
Froprietors of the medicine are
Johneon & Oo. at 2/24 per bottle!
(1824, )

aweet Charity

‘On behalf of Lemch's Charity the
Low Bailiff of the Town Alstrib-
uted & gratuity of 10 shillinge

1

each to all the 112 cecupante of
the almshoupes,who ATXe princip-
8lly widowa. We camnot too much
commend this excellent charity;
perhaps , comparing the utility
with the means availabls,it may
te gonsidered that the almehouses
8Te unequelled:certainly therse
is no inptituticon sp eagerl
sought after by those for whoase
benafit it 18 desipgned.

It has heen the custom not o
sdmit men under TO years of age,
Ihey receive quarterly 5 ahill-
inge each,but at this segscon of
the year the Trustses heve th=
ought 1t right to doubls the
amount, *

(1BZ4.)
FIFCW wears ago

The Birmingha=m Mail 's Chrisimas
Tree FPund was started about 85
Yeara ago. The originsl idea
wan to raiss mopey fer & Christ-
mas trae for the Children's Hoe-
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(Contipued from Pagse Ll.)
pital ,and gifts te put roumd 1%, By 1624 the sum
raiged had gone up from the £4 which was colleot-
ed wihen the Pund first started 1o £11,HO0T. THis
eompares pretty well with 1974 'a £2]1 000 i we
remerber (and who can forget?) the differsance In
;hulgg}u:hﬂf‘mnnzy.

n e ‘mged,poor and needy' were provided
with & Christmas ﬂinn;r out G {hl Funﬂ? 1?f;ﬂﬂ
paople esch recsived 41ks of potatoss,lib sugar,
$1b tem,? loaves and & joint of meat sach. There
wAE AlE0 & distridutich of gifts of shoes &nd
clogthes.

It 12 only vecently that the Pund hes stopped
giving Chrigtmas dinners. Shoes apd elothes will
afFuin be given to soms children this year,tut for
the lmat time. The o=w policy for the Fund will
ba te glve gifts ¢f money only — malnly te the
elderly and the handioppped,thoush a smsller sum
will 4o to shildrer and meedy Tamilies atill.

It ir part of & policeman‘'s duty
to attempt to teke the number of
any asroplans bresking the lawl.
(1934.)

The Heathan Needs...
]“mea:nﬂﬂ sbout local events,news,

glubs,organisatione,etc.

CO“TE'E“TIDHQ of mny kind from local

people. Gtorles drawings,létters,crosswords,
photos,ete.etc. from anyone of any mge. Fhone
um &t 440-4376,0er oallSwrite 120, .5t FPuul's Hi.
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The Heathan is gublished by the Community Schoni
and edited by Anits Halllday. It is firanced
entiTely by money from 8dles mod advertlisements
but does not make & profit. Photos are momtly
by Mike Dunkley and the Community Scheel pupilas,
Copies of tha photos oan be houghnt chesply from
the Scheol. The Editor thanks Lis Mackiae,
Bridget Macrse,Carolyn Parieh and all the named
eontritutore,without whoz there would be no
paper! Marny thanks also Yo Mick Turnar.

HATES : £1.25 per
lerge ecol.inch (£1
for 1 {psuss or more.)
Specinl ratem ¢ poge.
PHORE: 440=-43T6.°
Personal Attentien.

EDITORIAL.

At lest St.Faul's Dmy Care Centre is back in the
cld church hall at the Moseley Bd. end of 5T.
Papl's Hd. It's besp a herd,long fight eince the
nurssry weas svietsd frem the hllf = now ope And e
half yesre ago. Then,lt seamed, 60 children were
to be smorificed for an office block.

Put the Oounoil wers sventually persuaded by loc=
al pressure to buy the hall,nc that the nursery
eould peturn. Sirty children and many Tamilies
are better off because of ii. The Hurssry staff,
the parents and the Menegement Cosmittee are very
grateful to mll these looal peopis who helped inm
the long battle,ns well as to the Zcclal Servlces
asction of the Counctl who ggresd to the reguest
that the Bnll be bought.

411 our yeaders will mo dou¥t be very glad te
hemr thut the pursery now ilooks better than ever
- fast work by the staff and othars A8 soon RS
they wers wiven permission to move back im. The
Heathan,and,ws are sure,its Teaders,wigh the
nursery and 1%e =taffl wall for the futurs, All
those who nelped with the removels and rendvaticn
work - staff, parente,Community Sshool kids,and,

of couree,ths Public Worke Dept. - are to be
warmly congratuleted on thelr magnificent eff-
arte.

OUTSTANDING QUESTION.

A major guestiocn about the Hall remaine. Is the
Hell %o be used af & Community Centre.as thooe
involved in ths campsign to get the Council “Hf
it s Entg{j Gr will 1t Decomme just & branch
ool ervices? The loenl campaign,epearheadad
by nursery staff and the Halsall Heath Assveiatl
meked that ag well as housing the nureery,the hall
ahould be used A9 B socfrRl And aducntinnai ecentre
for the community. THIS SECCOND REQUEST HAS NOT
YET EEER GEANTED.

Why not? The purehase ¢f thé hall eost Soeial
Services pome E40,000. You can ses why thsy may
be reluctant to rent 1t ocut,with no sirings,to
local voluntsry organisations. They would nesdfs
be very surs thet ite mAnAgEmONtT W& VOIY COmpeks
snt and responsible befere they could take that
impginative step.

86 Sorlal Services have chosen,for the time ba

to retsin eontrol of the hall,thougk a Nansgemant
Gommittes with siroog local representailon is
haing formed. J
The fureery,the Baleall Heath Ansociation snd oths
sr potentisl users of the hmll hope thet over a
period of time the Uommittes will make sure that
the hall #foes beoome & proper centre Tor the lo
sl spmmunity,.and ot just an offeshoot of Soclal
Eervices.,

#%hy is this gquestion o importent?
pentre run by Soecisl Services, however good 1t i4
can enly 4o thinge POR pecple. The clisnt hae el
ney in the diasgncsig or treatment of his or her
problem. Thin is ore of the difficulties of thi
¥elfare Stete, 1t tales responsibility and con-
fidence from people Ty providing for their neede
as it defines thsm. It does net support or Te-
generate communities,but artificlally props up
the individual. People léesrn NOT to rely ontha
selves,but on oeffisinldon. A Social Services
centre would not belong to Baleall Heath. Pecople
woruld mot {dantify with {t,or oee 1t ‘Adequataly.’
4 local centre WOULD be used by peopls bacause if
would belong to tham. It would engourege =elfl-
help and be an important foeal point for truly
community-based sotivitles.

COULD BE GREATI

Whish Eind of centre will we get? That depends
on whieh kind the people of Baleall Heath want.
For if lecal peopie start to ues It and show thel
car manage 1t responsibly then the regquéest that
it should be handed over iﬂ a loeal committes
will make practiocsl sense

What o esntre 1t eould he! The puresry would bl
there by day,then 4t could be full of iife and
hustle again in the svenmings and a1t weekends,

1% could be & placs for kide Bome svenings - &
youth ¢lub and a digfco. On other occaslcns 1%
gould te = place for edults- for Keep Fit,Bingoy
an old people’'s club. It could have & licensed

Becatues &

tar and be & plsce Tor feetivale and celebratiom
an well B8 Jumtles sales,mestiriges and the odd p
A place too,for anyone in trouble,or
A placa fer
A pl

or film.
with a problem,to turn to for help.
the community to benefit from and enjoy.

te make Baleall Heath that bit better off.
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School Reporis-
I

e School 48 now one and 4 half years old.

(thars are 12 pupils now,Aand three more arg duein
daauary. A131 Tive of the original kids are still
there — three will be old enough to leave in the
gummar, but we hope they will choose to stay om.
The' amount ‘and quality of the work done hes dne-
- reEsed mtepdily. The standurds are high. The

L gldest children are loocking forward to taking
g.5.E. exmma,and the School hse mow been reglsti-
 ered BEe AN exam centre.

I ¥he- Ephoo]l started in one house. Binge then. s
gpeond one has been added. with help from the
\ehildran,the two Community Schocl teschers didup
A vendslised houds,which tha Housing Dept. then
rinted to the projegt. o thers are pow saparate
C pabma Tor Bistory,.¥rench snd (German,keths.,Englich
und Geography,Photography,Art and Craft,Sewing,
ingd Cookery,s8 well aa three roome for gefieral uae
¥lth snooker,chaes,darta and ather games,and a
kitchen for tea and coffee. All in al]l we think
the spece i8 used well and there i8 a plessant,
{nfustrious , family atmosphére,

fany people have asked us about our timetable,eo
Bare 1t 1\

reNBAT | TUESDAY |nemEspay
MEET & GET READY For

ENGUSH |foenBuus| CRAFT  |meod srly Xty
mustusy | Maneg, |Froeu| Evascs|  CHRET

g e
CoFFEE BREAK

et | Wt oo Euusn | ENGUoH  Jromaflia puanes ey

e i d

TMaRsoAY | FRIBAY |
LESSa NS,
Fhesly

(1 i’lﬂ{{m ShoT hw!mhﬁlm l'l:l-ulll-i_.,,‘_
HE fuﬂhﬂi‘t Sher iﬂm:]ﬂm'rhulgfq_ GRES T

FAME|S, BXTRA PRWATE STuty ViSToRS ETE

Mig MeGee's report,next to this one,/shows how wall
fte School is dain_; now - though thera'u plentyaf
scope for development. (Incidentally,we took up
Mg sugsestien on letenesE snd abeence.) If you'd
ike to visit us en a Priday afierncon batween
fp.m. and 5 p.m.,thiz is the time whan we waloome
visitorn. We'll be empecially glad of &ny offers
nf nalp of any kingd.

The Workers

are still only two full-time workers (Mike:
wnduDdck ), who are helpsd by Anitsa,who has encther
fob elsewhere ,and Janet,wht had o Job an well.
chri.utm A third person will be working
fili-time nt the Bckool. We hope Paul will becoms
eny member of ataff., Ha's a specislistin
Joraft, Woodwork and ketalwork.
ﬁ;d&itiun ta the wopk of the schocl day, s rangs
ur:ummunlty activities are =lso organised = ‘thia
per 1s ons profect whioh takes up guite a lot of
Community Bingo,Jumble Sales (one somingup
g sariy Pebruary!)],Holidaye away from home,and
rfarme]l advieca, ars othare,

Management Committee

The Sehool's Mansgement Committes ip made up of
gums, tedchera, other adults from the ares,and one
Hend: Teacher from another schoal. Tt haw worksd
w1l for nearly & year now,und 18 s great help to
dhe workers &t the school. The children's par-
ente are well satisfied that their childran are
tiing & better education than they did in thelr
ol mehoola. They play their pert in this,by
Mitting on the Committes. The school haa prwtd
4hat it can ezcite the interest of the kids by
féaching them in the metting of their family, and
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community,ond by giving tham confidsnce in their
sbilitles and widening their horlzons.

Future Developments

The Nanagement Committese would like the groject
to expand., Four full-tims workers are nesded to
concentrate on the teaching,and Ltwo more to ocon-
centrate on aommunity work. It would then ba
posoible to take mearly thirty children and offer
E greater rangs of subjects,&nd activities., WFor
eyample we could then bring the Heathan out onos
& momth,take sven more kids away on hollfdeys,put
on evening clamses and other motivities,and apen
&n sducational mdviece centre. But to do all this
wi've got to ralee over EXIZ,000.

Praise Indeed!

Tha School has its own Inspactor.
logk at us thres times &pd 1o comipng sgain in

He'm been to

December. The Chief Inepsctor for Birmingham hes
aled bépn. Hoth men praised the Schocl and sugg-
ested appenls 1o charitiee for fioancial wmid.
Also,the Local Education Authority recently agresd
to support tha scheol imn principle by providing
achool meals from ite Yueensbridge kitchen.

Thin i= the start of what we hope will bBe & sutu-
ally bemeficisl relatiomship,

Thess are still early days. 4 lot of hard work
and de¥elopment nesds to takd place before = cin
be Teally satiefied. But there is no doubt that
the school has got off to & reslly good start.

An lllustratcion

We think that scmething about the way the school
is developing can he m#en in the attitudes axpr-
epeed in A pleace of group work doms 4m an igh
lesson by § of the kide. It wae stinulatsd by &
Birmirighen Young Voluntesrs poster which earrisd
i photo of ons of the childran. It was alseo in-



fluenced by The Wailera' record, 'Burning'. The
poster was titled, 'There must be something you
omn de to help children 1ike thie., 'The fivekids
called their mnswer, '‘Thers must be ascmething we
ean Ao to help pesople 1ike you.' They eaid:

The ather day,we gaw & poster. IT
appenled for volunteers to help kids
1ike us. The picture showed one of
us,und & souple of other kide,stend-
ing against & vendalised house, Une
of the kids hed been wearing-his good
jacket that dey — but ths phniugrnﬁh-
ar had told bim to take it off. The
one he gayve him in its place had holes
in it and was dirty.

The worde on the poatsr suggested that
Balsall Hesth wae & slum,our homss
wore poor and thaet kida like us were
deprived and delinguent,and ln need
af help. Ehil#;iﬁf us fgiliiﬂhnnfg
and angry. Wo T you be, you
been 1nr¥hnt photo?

We know what they ssy sbout kids wha
live in Balsall Heath,but the poster
told only half the story. We come
from good homes,and Balsall Heath is
not & alum. But our mums do have a
hard job fesding and elothing us and
our dade heave to work long hours at
jobe which mre often boring and dirty.
But we're proud of sur families and
we want them to be proud of us - and-
of Belssll Heath. EE want things to
be better.

Our old schools were too big,and we
falt leost thare. ThHey azaid we wers
failures,snd we sven thoughi mayhe
they were right. We didnt bother,and
no-one cared much. MNow wa go to the
Community Schocl. They dont think we
pare feilures there. They like us an
we ara. We iry te work though we
cont alweys meansge 1t. We'rs learn-
ing to betier oursslves.mnd wa want to
l:Hﬂ Balesll Hesth & better place to
live.

Passit On!

¥e're working for our righte now, though
we‘re not nure what they are. So,put
of our way poefter-maker. Hald the story
BE RAVEr en told. Listen to what we
have to say - maybe we can hslp you.
"Be pot gelfiah in you doings

Faen it om. )

Help your brothera in thelr nasds
Fass 1t on.

Live for yoursalf and you'll live

in wein,
Live for others
You will live again,
In the kingdom of Jah
Henm shull Teign -
Pass 1t om,
Pase it on.™

Report by Dick Atkineon.

2.

PUPIL'S VIEW, Y ADRIAN MoGEE.

L=
The schocl was onece cmlled the Fres Scheol. Thers
i9 one word which wan & blg mistmke. Thes word is

FREE. We thought we ecould do without rules,but i+
didnt work. The word freedom mesna freedom from
life and freedom from rules. We found we couldnt
live witheut rules.

Un one cceasipon ne-ane wanted to wash up after
dinner. We then had to meke & rule saying whose
turn f{t was., Yeou esnt do free washing up. Ita
gt to be dome.

To sum it up,we decided to call it the Community
Sehool. This 12 & big changs,though it may not
logk one. Community 16 & group of pecpls whe rum
the sohool. This community ia most of the pmople
in Balsall Hemth. I think the school is much
better this way. j

I think the school has got bettsr partly becauss
we work. Some of this io for C.5.E. This gives
ma 8 betier charce in 1ife. I1'm alee sertein J911
got & good refersnce from my temchers. Thers
haws been other lmprovements. The rooms are heat-
#d batter,and the kitchen and eocoking room have
been done pretty well. The rules 1 would make

are most of the énes we already have - but I'4
1like o make & Tew hard ones on any lates or ab-
gente. I someons comes An hour late,they should
gtLy on &n hour efter schoel..or de homework op
the leason missed,

I think we should have n few more kids,becauss it
will liven the school up more. A year mgo we :
d to masp about, Bot we work now,and when these
new kids coma they will sse us work and follow us,
I dont think we should have too many,hecsuss we
nead money =nd more would slcw down the phaoe of
the ochocl.

I''m glad I'm not at my old school heesuse 1t was
too blg. You eouldnt get to koow the teschers.
I couldnt 2ettle down to work,becaume there usged
alwaya to be somsone meesing shont in the alass!
Thera are only two ressons why 1 siss my old
sohool. They'we got equipment for lesgons,and T
1ike to ba playing for the football teas.

I think ite guite enjoyable tc be a teacher =t
tha gompurity school. Ite got to be or elses the
teachers wouldnt be waating thelr lives hare.
I'd like to ass tiwo more teachers s% the schools
I'd like to ese more subjects. We do cookimg. [
like cooking and whan T've finished I fasl proud §
of what I've made. 1 would like %o be able to d07
metalwork and woodwork = they'll come in hendy
when I'm older.

TIM, PARENTS AND POLICE

If the police ever got Tim,
His Mum would spay,"Have kim."
Ons ‘day they did.

Hia Dad eaid,"Wa're well rig."
Tim would rathar pes & call
Than his parents who smean Hell.
When Tim got home

His parants would momn.

Foer old Tim.

I wouldnt like to tell you
Vhat they did to him.

Adrian MeGes.



GEORGE.No

it wan raining when Geocrge firmlly left the
“Frewsr's Arms, There was a diotinct aroms of
| fuinne®B on his old bresth. He hurried over 1o
a shop doorway for shelter,and;se he looked up
into the night,he sam that 1t wan a full moon.
frectly opposits wae tha church hall. As he
‘Jooked &t the roof he eaw o cat outlined mgainst
' the night skrline.
Akrrr' he murmured 6 he clapped his handa. He
looked over at the park. It would be colder
| §i11]1 over there,and he'd be disturbed by the
ark-keeper.
oo he was sleeping soundly.curled up in = bmll
the laundrette:in Ladypool Hd, The ccckroach-—
et which had come out to feed on the rubbish of
. tha dmy were crewling over hie old taitered coat.
Ceorge f=lt & movement on hin fare and {rmediate-
1y woke. He jumped up and brushed them off.
#gh,"he Baid,"I'm not staying here with thass.?
But aven if Ceorge hed wanted to #tay,hs couldst
have. Yor at that moment a policeman had come 4in.
"Erpupes me,nir. Eut would you mind telling me
what you're doing here At 1.30 in the meraing?™
George thought for & moment,then =ald hesitantly,
7l'vs bhasn locked out." “Locked out? Looked
gotT VYhat do you mean,locked out®"
igell,ite 1like thie,e=e. 1 wag 1late gjttin? back
heme from the pub,and when my daughter was in bed
;Eln I got home,I 4idnt want to weke her.”®
¢rge prayed the policeman would belisve thie
story because he didnt want te go 0 the police
station and go through the tedlous rigmerole
that he knew so0 well...
"Yould you please get imto the car.”®
fnce in the car,the policemsn asked =1l manner of
quewtions. Pipally,“Whare do you live,than?"
Gporge gulped. He had what they call down at the
11ce Etation,'N.¥.A." He thought herd.
45 Princess Bd.",he said. “Hey,that's miles
Away,"pald the policemen. “Yed 1 know, But
Ahat's whers 1 live."
he policemmn atarted the car and drove off.
Half an hour later they finally Tesghad the plece
The policeman got out of the cer, He drew kim
‘fruncheon and gave three a repe on the doer.
After o faw momente the hall Iight came on and
the front foor openad,
"Dad! Whatever are you dolng here? And with the
fawi® "¥p}1,T didrt like to wake you,love",
GeeTge sald to hie daughter. “You what?®
AT think,"said the policeman,"You'd beatter let
sxplain." "Yes,perhaps you'd bettar.!
S0 they &11 wamt ineide,and the policeman mald
ptl:l, "and thet's whers 1 found him," he
il { 1-59%
\iDgd , you should have knocked,"sald George's dau-
Cghter, finally twigging,and covaring up for him.
' Ms1l,1'11 be off then,"said the policeman, "But
there'm just one thing., How coms you got wo gar
y from home?"
faoTge thought.

“Maybe I slesepwalk} he said.

- GEORGE. No.2
"Clesr orf.®
» + You wwss. What wam that for{™

*Thit*s the price you pay for taking things that
fent belong Ea ynu?" o i .

%ﬁ? gy God,"maid George,under hie breath, *You'rs
{ ‘the eame, Juetl because I weEnt to borrow a
! vI: of hob,you think I'm trying tc stesal the

on;clear orf.
]

going., I'm going."

ge waiked off down the street with hia hasad
low snd hie back bent. *"It's pot feir," he
ared, "It's not fair. It's KOT BLOODY FATRY
roarsd ‘et the top of his volece.

turnad Tound to see sveryene jost laughling st
fim. Hs ran back into the supsrmarket,pusking

{ ryons cut of his way,pulling down displuys
f'!???htrtr Ao he went along his peth of destr-
poction he shooted,"It's not PALIH.®

8 wie atout to knock down m large pile of cans

pnen ne felt & vice-llke grip on his hand,
MTt'e. £t %s..1t"8." He tursed.snd hin ayes Teast-
ted dron a sight which memnt more to him than any-
ifiing in the world. The Elixir of Life. Pints
‘hrd pinta of whisky.
T getling the consequences of whet he was about
it do he tugged free.ran to the dlsplay stand,

Go-and get Tumigeated or Eome-

gratbed at least five bottles and rushed into the
stregti= atiraient into the long arm of the Law.
tThe}man&ser hail lest no time En phoning the pol-
foe.

"Hello,hello.hello.. .. "hat heve we got hRere? A
wilking pub,is $+7? Or thas story of hew they just
happened to 81l into my armef"

AUTHOR 'S NOTE.
UROTEe 13:-an Imaglpary figure who wea Tirst made
ufmih an: English lesson. 1 enjoyed writing about
h ae mugh that hie neme and the theme of the
first Ftory ware made intd R grest many stories.
Hers gre the firet two of them. I hope that you
anjoyed them,ss much &E 1 enjoyed writing them.
Gaorgs ie an alderly man of abeut G0. He has an
enly child of 25;a daughter,who 418 married, He
gaes her but once o year,.nt Chrivtman. Aftsr his
wife died Ceorge bhecame & gentleman of the romd
t0 get away from the zeme routine way of life of
goniety in general. )

Thomas Whitelay.

Er = gould you
erl)l bask mt 3=
o=clock7Eplanh-
down's mot till

My mind ta full of tubas that go in and out
liks a masa.
My mind is By computer and gulde.

My mird goss cold when 1 mm thinking toe hard.
By mind ie split,it's three—guarters good and

one guarter bad.

My mind is 1ike New 5t. Btstion. he traine are

impulées to cther partes of my body.
My mind controls the extensive ﬁlrtﬂ of my body.
My mind has ‘& good memory for the had things thatr

happen but not for the good,.

My mipd dreams of what pometlmes happens
My mind switches from mosd to mood
My mwind ip my master.
Whers would I be without 147

( Last time I smid I would write soms mors about
Scouta, But I'm quite pleased with this posm,so
I'11 tell you mors About Fcouting mnother tims.)

Esvin Tesce.

Ita 0.K. Frad. I‘l_q

nays in the book
they're vegetarians.

Hockley Port-An Excerpt.

The nmarrew-toat which we went on was painted red

and yellow,with blmok st ths bottom. It was driven
by &n engine. We went under & bridge,and ke -
ing 4nto the bank and gett atuck in the '
Water kept coming over the side. We had to get ths
pole out to push against the side. The water be=
cams very muddy.

I enjoyed 1%,but it made me vary hungry.

Danna Brown.



An Accident

Me snd my mate were ﬂalking down the Toad when,
puddenly,s huge oar smashed into s 11ttls Minl at
great speed. My friend ran off,because he was so
Ehngleﬂa I 'was very,very nervons. But I keptmy
&00l.

Thers wat an swful mees in the road. Bul,surpr-
ieingly,neither of the drivers wae hurt. A nics
lady mpde them both & cup of tea. Surprisingly,
too,the men waren't arguing or anything like that,
:hay kapt THEIR eool = which was the best way to
ll

The driver of ithe Mini was s very nice man, (both
of them were,reallyland he keapt trying to blame
himself,when 11 had been the other man's fault.

A policeman came running over,and aturted askisg
811 sortie of questions. Them a relative of ocne of
the drivers game up.

She sald,"Are you &lright?*

“Yes,dear. I'm 0.L.," the driver replied,

So,ths policenmsan callaed for some Help,and the two
drivers got into a police car. They were taken
away somewhere. But the Fresa were around by now,
They were asking pecpls whet hed happened. Fut
the pecple who had wetched and helped just siarted
10 wilk away: So did I.

Goody Amao.

One Friday Afternoon

on Friday afternoons Denpa,lavid,Jackie end I
usgally do ceoking inm 112 er cur own,becauss Mike
and DMek have 1o be 1n 121 with the others. ‘Gm
this day we left the Tromt door open,end we sudd-
enly heard someone creeping up the otairs, We
thought 1t was our teacher. Then IDenna satd, "It
can't be Dok or Mike. Thay have to bs with the
others.”

Then I 2aid,"let'e go and have & lock."

David smid,"lat*s all go up.™

David went firet,then Danna,me and Jackls. The
man wns in the English roeom,

“There's a man in there,"ssid David,"Hs'®s plok-
ing up 811 the bnoka,"

Danna eaid,"Let’'s go im."

A we did,he turned very fast. He was holding
fgome of our books, We asked him whe he wag, and
he said in & deep voice,"l'm an Inepector.®

I maid to David,"He's looking at the gas fires."
Tanna said,"Let's look at your i{dentification.”
The man put the bhoeks down,put his hand in hise
pocket,then sald,*I've left it in my other comRtl."
Iavid eaid *You're an impostor.®” He turmed teo ms.
"Go and feteh Dlck and Mike.®

Y wan 28 quiek az I could he.

Tigk smid,"1'm going to phone the police.®

Fut the men got on his kneee mnd eaid}Plesse don't
phone,pleass den't,]1 heg you.™

Ilck ngked,"What did you want the hookas forp"

"I wanted to meke & firs becsuse I was cold.”
Tdck let him go,but told him he'd get inte troub-
18 1f he came heres again. The man thanked us end
laft. 1 felit worry Tor him,bot ha went and we
never saw hiz again.

Then Tdeok told us all,"Pon’'t leave the door open
when no-ohe 18 Heres with wou."™

We went downstairs and finlehed cur cocking.

Sylvis Musgrove,

(Editor's Rote. It 12 trus thet Mike mnd Diok ere
alwayps trying to ha in two houses st omoe on Fri-
day afternoons,and six roome at once 1n each.

But this is an IMAGINARY event,and reapders will
be glad to know that ths kide aren't left onthelir
ewn,&nd Btrange men don't prowl atout.)

bonfire night

I wae not looking forward to Bontira Kight. But
Eﬂwlnt to the Playground hecause 1 had nothing to
The fire was half ocut when I got there. Buat 44
was £ti11 hot,and pecople were running about mnd
gome were etanding looking at the firaworka.
I like bangsrs elf,mnd 'eslling-all-cars.’
g;riu like op a ere and Roman Candles.

&re wers hot dogs and poitmatoes,snd Eoi
to et and drink. ’ I o e
I think all the people enjoyed it., I'm glad 1
went,because all my friends ware there.

Yunis Jan.

Getting wet

One day recently 1 went ocut to my friend's house
for tem. It wad & nice day. But,when I went h
it startzd to rain, Yet I ocould net step long,b
cause I 'had told my mum that I'd be back scon to
help in the houss.

Bo,I went,and got wet. When I got home,my =um
gaid,"Take those wei clothes off and dry yourh
I bed a eup of tem and soms biscuits. 1 soon fall
nice and warm again. 1

mirmeEnt

It'a all vary well,but when vou get married you
scon have children,and the same thing day after
da¥e A womsn's work is never done. A mEn's work
is Tinished wher he gets home.

dacgueliine JohnSon.

Bldiculous,thess rllna'qre.urtﬁt they Muriel?

STRAYCAT

The door opene slowly,eilently. In comes a STTEY
cat., It walks osutiously but stealthily oyer tg
the Tire. (It I8 very eold ocutaide.) It looks
round the room,stares at me,then liem down.

Hot making a sound the cat twitches 1te whiskers
Saeing that ha 18 not going to be bothered he
reste his hesd &t last.

Jimoh Folarin.

ﬂnrﬁh
Muchioar

Woar B oo

5 s

Er...would you believe we were cleaning it,

Eaﬂ it ‘IHE :

Marooned

I moved ewiftly acrees the hot rock with the bei
ling swent triekling down my ‘aching forshsad.

I gazed out to ses, where the lashing waver benat
like giant fiats mgainet the sandy, dust-filied,
beaches. My syss focussed on a emall pool onthe
beach where the tide had gone cut. A& emall plec
of Ariftwood floated in the pool,humping off tha
glde of an glwoet non-existent briege. Its sol-
1t1ary state reminded me of how lonely I felt. 1
had not feund -m single person since regaining
conscliousoess after the crash.

The rocke on which I stood weren®t vary high, sa
I jomped off,landing en_the heach,spraying sand
in gll directicme. I stood up and lookad arcund,
I eupped my handa over my mouth:

"Hello. Hellgsenoo.,.M

There was no ragl:.nnvu the guehing of the sean,
Often,when I had read hooks liks 'Hobinson Crusos
and 'Treasure Jeland',the thought of heing stran
ded on-ar island had seemed exciting, But now
the thought of being alone made me almost erywl

TEge.
I kicked the eand in frustretion,and stubbhead my
toe.



S MOod dmime 1t iv
I sgothed my toe in the popl and locked thought-—
 Tly et my reflection. 1 wan s meas, My hair
- map otraggled,my clothes torn,and my face bast-
root-red.
I thought of bullding a bost,but ths 8Un was Bo
- het. Amyway,lt could weilt till I wae in the mood.
I wiped the sweat from my syes and paddled in the
ipoel. Tha soft warm water snolesed my fest. It
‘had & mocthing effegt.
 Suddenly I yelled,snd fell hard into the sand.
iﬁuﬂgtnﬁaﬁ from my big toe was an ugly-looking
bereb. I yanked 4t ugf and threw it violentlyin-
to the pool., Then I began to massage my toe,which
had gome n purply red celour,
TRl Hallo.®
I turnad. There weEg andther hoy!
fir end of the beach.
"¥ell®I thought,"Ferheps there lg hope after all."

Tee Doyle.

Pushed into Peril

Mring the #ummer holidays I went in-'a barge to
Forcester. The first night,we moored up. Across
the other slde of the bank was &n apple tree. So,
ma and my mEtes got o plank arnd rested it from the
pide of the bargs to the bank.
We walked acroge the plark. 1 climbed the apple
tree and stuffed my jumper with apples, I walkad
Baok sorosss the plank guite sasily, ‘But then my
mrte: tried to pull the plamk back. It got ecaught.
The enly way was to 1ift 4t. So my mate got on
tke roof of the barge while I lifted the plank up
o him. This was hard. While my welght was on
the plenk and,wlthdut my knowing,my mate had a
muddan urge to twist the plank. Well,yow can im-
¢ what happened.
Yap,1 Tell lpto the water. Hesad firat. When I
raalinad what had happened I awam to the barge,
tut I lest sll my apples except ome. So I dried
n';lmlf,gnt changed ,&nd made the dinnsr, The resat
of the day wasn't very exeiting. But it had been

W laugh!

He stocd ettha

Yincent Doyle.

 NORFOLK

e went to Norfolk in two vans. We started put

m the Happy Houes (Community School) at thres-

ook . ,

plﬂ¥ was Jike: n youth hostel, Thers were bunk

8. hey wers goft,and we brought enes hlanket
they provided the rest.

4. night the girlsa played 1t up. They banged
.|.¥§- walls and ws oould mot gt to aleep.

aena confirmed thie im her story, G&he wrote,

m it was time: to g0 to bed we mede 8 lot of

«' Ghe put the 1ight out and left. So,I got
noand put 1t on mgain.®  E4.)

fmorning we had breakfast of tomst and corn-
#8, We then went Eewimming in the gem,mand it
# 1ike Balt,and the waves were coming in and
joing out spch time. We hed games of football and
irickat hefore dinner. Then we'd Elay darta in

ht bedrooms and table—tennds in the hellway.

fne day 1t wis cold,and Dick and Mike pade 8 fire
on the teach. Then we went 1Ato town. There wan
an arcede,and 1 bought mome rock, At night we

B A & guitar with Anita end we all sang. That

+ Then Gil]l came in end ssid, 'Quiet down,you:

was how it was, It wes very exciting in Norfollk.
When we got back to Birmingham it was raining and
we all felt s blt sad. I hope 1 can go aghlinnext
year Tdek.

Tavid Musgrove.

Scene on
e

sea-shore

"Whars'e the desp end?™ "Where's the END?"
“Whare ' the steps to get ini™

The Copmunity School teachers,and G1ill Southwell
from the Nurssry,who soted 8a leaders,couldnt keep
up with the guestions. Of course,s lot of the 51
klde who went oo the thres campe d been to the
gen-aide before. But a lot hedn'I.

Despite their leck of familiarity with the sea,no-
one wal worried by it. In fact we ware kept very
busy stopping adventurous spirits from challeng-
ing the biggest waves,climbing the highest cliffa,
and awimming impoeaible distances.

The kids couldn’t be got sway from the sem. Not
that we Teally wanted to try,except when 1%t got
dark, The samp which wa borrowsd was = marvellous
place,only a mile from that fascinating sea and
andless sandy beaches., It hed lerge rooms,eplend-
id equipment,and stood in ite own fields. You

can #wes Trom Wike's photographs,and read in what
David (who's at the Behool nmew) &nd Alistsir ( who
wae one of the kids from the ares who are friesnds
we meat ‘outside' the School] hsve written,how
much wa &ll snjoyad surselves.

Bach pnr1{ epent five daye on holiday,theugh un-
fortunately we had to use & lot of time travelling.
They wara Tive deys of intemsive activity. e
wilked milea,ws vieited Cromer and Yarmouth,ws
went strawberry-picking (and destroyed the bellief
that strawberries grow on trees),snd scme people
gtaved up & good deal of the night -into the bar-
gain., The leadera thought of exhausting Eunple
hefore bed with strenucue games of Toot and
t6g,but only exhousted thamselvea. But we must
recerd thet a let of effort «#ent inte such things
a3 waghing up and clnaning.ua wall,and & high lev-
gl of efficiency wan attained hy averyone.

The Sehool owes thanks to & lot of pun{ls who
helped ths holidays to hﬂ?gen: espacially to the
parants who cams with us in g11),who helpad to
cope with the needs of the kids; the Horfolk Youth
Service whe loaned us the ocamp;ths schools who lent
ue their minibuses to get therezand the City Amen-
ities and Heoreation Ddzt.,who gave us a grant to
help with the cost.

As we cgn't,sadly,hring the beach and the ses to
Balsall Hesth,let's hope David gete his winh.

Anlta Bellldsay.

R W
Ann helps Prances,ths youngest holiday-
maker,to lay the foundmtions of & omstle,



http://Anyway.it

The Cheapest Holiday.

Wa left Eltminghnn at empproximstaly 4.0 p.o. on
Saturday July 2Tth.

Alter 8 journey of mnearly 200 miles,ws rsached
Trisingham which was ths name of the small vill-
Eg8 OuT CAMD WAS HEAr.

It was very different to whet 1 thought 1t would
ba. ‘We were in tke middle of nowhere,s8toul &

mile from the coust and gbout half & mile from

the pearest shop,which was s small village shop
and Foet O0ffice where you couldnt buy anything
very muech,

The place we were steying st wae 4 sort of laog
cablin,.

To get to the sen we had to welk through quite a
large cornfiseld and walk down & slops in the oliff
whioh was about 150 feet high. We glen visitad
some of the other holiday resorts,but we had to

g0 1o the yap to get thers.

One of the days,thes oldar ones walked to & town
which wae sbout 5§ milenm away,but the youngasr

oned wepnt in the van. (n the last day wa had &
cholee of going to either Oreat Yarmouth or Cromer.
The food and drink wers very good and T was only
gorry that it souldnt have lapted for st Jesat &
wael.

We left Trimingham Bt 1]l &.m. and arrived in Bir-
mingham ot about 4 p.m. 411 this for just over£l!

Alistair Bvans.
lAlimtair 35 not-&t the School but we wers very

glad to have his article,as we thought it added
another view of the summer tripe. Of course.the

majority of the kide who went om the trips wera
friends rather than members of the Schooi.

=

Bd. )

NEW BINGO NOW!

The: Community Plrgo seasions wers startad over =
Year ago by two Community Schocl muns whom mnn{ af
our regders will know = Eary Amoo arnd Mary Doyis.
¥ra.Doyle has nlnce beard re-houned in Winson Oraes
and Eary Anoo is now heiped by several of the reg-
ular attendars, ineluding krs.Joan Basselt and Nres
Mary Inglikf,sn well bBa by the steff of the Communr
1ty Sekool.

The Playground Qommittes very kindly sllowsd s %8
uee the playground hut for the firet year or so of
ths Bimgo's sxiatence. Howsver,in recent weeks 1%
bacames possible to move %o St.Faul's hall at the
top of St.Paul’e §d. Muny of ns wers reluctant 10
gay gpoodbys to the chEfness of the playground hut,
But it waa generally thought that the hall was
more. convenlient,offering =8 1t 4id,morTe Besting
Foom, storage space and full Kltehesn facilities,
Unfortunately, the central heating in the hall has
been dsmaged by vendals, but we hope thet the plum
Yers will soon be warming us up sapin! Meanwhile;
we ars just ueing the overhend slsctric Tires -
which 414 not stop us having e resard weel lsat
weak!

We realiae wa oant ocompete with the really bia
gommarcial hinge helle ad for =8 Bilg momsy prized
go, bt Tor a friendly,rdlaxed evening out,and sons
rénlly usaful and nice prices (whioh our ragulsrd
help us to buy),we dont think we can be hesten.
And dont forset that there's no big businesegen
bhusily posketing the prafite. Anything we make
goes either to improving the guality of the prise
or to Helip tha local organisstions that are pro-
viding sctivitisns for all cur children.

Why not ooms along next Tuesday;end domt forget—
bring your frienda!l

NMike Tmnkley and Hob MeGann.

NEWS FROM CLIFTON RD. SCHOOL.

Mr.M,Derd.an Aeisn temaher with temohing experisne
ce in edty scheoole took up in September m new app<
ointment at Cliftor Junior and Infant LSchoold.
fr.bard‘e: poot 18 for responsibility for liaison
betweern home and schoel,end for developing the
possiblilities of increased links bhetwaen parsants
And teschers for the bamefit of Tliften children.
kr.0ard had already met most parente and many oth-
er agencles in the community. MNMr.Abbey &nd kr.
Kishelsa hope thaet this new sppoiniment will sx-
tend the exisating cordial relaticnship between
gehool and home %n the neighbourhood.

GREAT EXHIBITION,

A lot of people vigited the marvellous exhihition
of work by pupila;which Ciifton Hd. Schooel put on

at the end of last term. We were Shown Tound by
gome- very enthusiastic kids who were moot halpful,
We took & 1ot of ghotos and wigh we had room 1o
show you more of the work-1t% wae =1l gremt and we
know that everyons who saw 1t would congratulats

wll imvolved.




- NEWS FROM TINDAL ST SCHOOL.
The role of a Homs/Behosl Limison Temchesr shauld
%t a almple one,but in praciice i1 is & complex
taak. We began by getting to know cur ewn chil-
drien,&nd through them,thelir parente,bullding w
relaxed and friendly relaticnshipe with no autﬁ-
oritarien undertonss. WKhather {1 15 & frisndly
Boeisl chat,or a particular gifficulty,we hope
that children end parents,cr lndeed others in
~ the eompunity,will uvae us.
I Next,we had to get to know the "experts’ in the
| nelghbourhood 2o that ‘professionel ® essistance
gould be mvailable at =1l timsa. We have bean
imprasssd by the pincerity and wermth of everyons,
e theay voluntary or atatutory workers.
Baleall Hesth is a 'villege' within s lerge sity,
and our tesk i to encourage.as othera ure doing,
the Teeling of commpunity end belomging. If the
acheol can hecome m focal point,s Trescurce centra,
Tor commanity activities and discueslon,then gur
ot 1A done.
heve two specisl roomé in process of construct-
o at the achool., Goeon,it i= hoped,there will be
poffes mornings for old,young,lonely and anciable,
fiscoe,diacureions,ete,ete., Our Committes of par-
site and advisors is already taking eshaps. Thie
fimmittee of local people will decids what should
be dops. They will help uwe to do our job of making
ths meheol s esommunel meseting point.

I Rod Parry & Laurs Mesd
f CHRISTMAS FAIR.

Wﬂinsrnphcr went slogg to Tirndal 5% .Schocl's
¥

| gucceseful Christmae Falr on 22nd November
nf tock the pieture yuu ecan =9 of pursnts,staffl
friendn and kids having & geod time.

I i ih‘!—_ = mi ;-

AETTERS .0

; 1 just want to say thank you to Grace
%u ineon &nd the Balsall Henth Assoceiation for
jﬁjjﬂﬁg me and my family to Tind another house in

the ares.

In your last iBsus you pristsd a story
Woodfield Crescent and tgl disgusting stale
wag in - due to uneollscted rubbish and the
that 11 was used as a general dumping ground,

] we'd heve gone mad iF we'd lived there
imieh longar. We tried to improve things - & pet-
gition to the Council,phone calle,letters,me=ting

Oonnedllora. Sut nothing much bhappened. So,mov=
MHE Beam=d our only hopa.

¥e've got a nige house now,and we're feel-
iRg-battar becausa of it. Mors Eﬂupl& ought to
foiw of the good work the Belsall Hemth Associst-
are dping: Thay've certainly helped to mpake
Tifes a bit apsier.

Yours sincersly,
Eveline Saar.

LP PLEASE!

well as the above letter glving s00d newe about
ene whose housing problem 1w solved,we'venleo
8 gouvd desl of news about pecple whome prob-
ars still with them.

pRrticular 1T anyone cun hzli B young marrisd
& with & btaby whe are looking for s flet or
At £ & week or less,would they he kind en-
h to contact us mt the Heathsn office 120, 5%,
‘s Rd,or phone 440-4376.

AND MORE THANKS

W
Daar H'.-tm.

Meny thanke to the Jommunity School mums
for starting the Tuesday evening Bingo sessions.
It makes a goed night out onee s wesk. The prises
are reglly useful for the home and the kidayand
the nnuguhj is miee and frisndly.

ince moving to the old chureh hall iis
#0t better etill. I hope 1t can stay thers perm-
anently. JIte so clesn and wiarm,snd hig snough to
attract reslly good crowdnm.

Youre eincerely, J.5tons,
18, Sunny Avenus.,

VERY SAD

Dear Heathan,

I go to Kosaley Art School.

I've heard that we are going to Jjoin Mount
Fleasant ;and we have nade a Commitiee to BBvVe Dur
gohosl. If we join Kount Flemsant we might heve
to change our undform,our gchool might be demcl-
iphed,nnd our lessone might be out down.

Nebody really kmows what will happen,now,
but we hope that the public will support us and
help um to esve our Ephool. I1'm only & first year
who started in September,but it almest brings
teaTE to my eyes to think of the happy community
of friends to be broken up and BAsparated.

Perscnally I like my English lessone and
art Jeasons,but sadly 1 fear that i we join
Mount Flepsunt these lessons will be shortensd by
about two=thirds,

Seo sgain 1 plead with you to give us all
the Help you can in fighting for opr schocl's life.

Yours eincerely, K.

(Bome of the fears of the author of the above leti-
ter may bs unfopnded. But he 18 obviously very
upaet mnd we aympathiss with his gensral point
that the ATt School is well werth alving.thnu?h
it begirs to look am though 1t WONT be saved.

Priorities
Desr Heathan,

I suppoas,like me,many of your readers
hevs read about what the Couneil 18 auppossd to be
dolng to our of Balsall Heath. ©Ch how 1 wieh
that they WO do something to the footpathe and
evenuen. Oura is =0 bad that you really have 1o
pick your way to the top of ths ayeous. IT we have
any vimitors wa have to mest them and guide them
to the house. If not,the wvisiters ars splashed
with mud and dirty water,and hey prasico,no more
visitors.

We in our svenus haye anked,but were told
that only when al]l the houses are dons,than and
only then,will thesre bs avenues. So it sounds like
‘Which comss Tirst,the chicken or the egg?' Where
do we ptand? Do we get our housss done up,and then
get them messed up agmin? We cant win.

Does anyone feel like me,and say,; "For
Heavern's sake DO EOMETHING SO0K. We are Ted up
with promiaes.

Tours,A Yery Frustrated
Balwsall Hesthan, Mra.Sadle G.Evans.

Urgent demands
Dsar Heathan,

May I add something to your growing and
very fine eollection of loocel syesorss? Top of
my list of things-about-which-something-should-he
done gare the men's urinals which are e most cut-
ptanding architeptural features of soms of our
atrests. Fo doubt theas things have & kind of in-
terest ma Entiquesa. In which case,l Tor one will
be delighted Af collectors will come mnd take them
away for Museums,

. Wit I do doubt is that anyone 1& 860 cares
lass of their health or publis hygiens A# to meke
much use of them for the purpose for which they
were intended. If I were wvery brave ] might,I
Auppose, investigate t6 ses Af my theory 1s correct.

I donot,you will underatiand, have any objec-
tion to public conveniences as such. On the eson-
trary I think they are guite esssential ;especially
for mothera with wvoung children when they are out
nhupp!:i. Phey should be convenisntly sited,hy-

fenic 1{ deslgned mnd properly looked after.
sadlesn tD say,they should cater for both seyes.

I 'do not think for a moment that the res-
idents of ehall we €8y Solihull would be exypectad
1o ﬁﬂt up with tha standard of provision we heve
at the moment, Why are we exprcoted to?

Yours, (Miss) L.Lewis,



COMING APART AT THE BEAMS!

A= moet of our readers will know,Mount Fieasant
Sobonl hes kad & very diffioult term. The main
echool building,a esiv-atorey teaching block,was
feand 1n August to have 'high slumine' cement in
ite bhemms,and was thsrsfors closed on lugust 16th.
Although other parte of the =Echool mre unaffescted
by the cement,and ean be used sti111,the elomure of
the mailn block has peant that the majority of the
gchool's 1200 pupile have had to be rehoussd elss-
where, To sese thes difficulties of this formid-
#ble operaticn the senior puplls have tesn mecom-
odated in the emeTgency epace which is within wal-
king distance of the school slte (cn which the
Community Centre,the technieal studiss facilities,
workohops ,and sports hall,are still opem). The
echool in lucky in ‘having,in the near nelghbour-
hopd,ot.Martint's Youih Cantre and & Baptiat church
=both of whieh have modern bulldings with provies-
ion suitable for clesmsea, Wwith the sanioim using
thia smergerncy accommodation,thsy are sbles to
reach the aite to use the faclilities still sveil-
able theres as well,

TEMPORARY ARRANGEME NTS GOOD.

The junior puplls have besn distributed o 4 temp-
orary centres. Ths children have been given bus
phasses to resch tham,or can coms to achool me us-
ual and pateh & bus from thers, Tha school has
bean momt thoughtful in its sarrangemsnts st the
centred for the juniors, The children are divided
batween ths centres acecrding to thes ‘hous=a' which
they belopg to at schoal. A® children in the same
family are always put in the ssme houss,this means
that brothsrs and sisters amorg the Juniors all go
to ths Same emergency centres. The difficulty of
providing the necessary equipment for the children
in the emergency centras has been largely overcoms
by eugh devicesa ms uming epecial molence kite pro-
widad by ths Bducation Authnrity.

Bveryone who has studisd the arrangements made for
¥ount Pleasant's children sust be deeply imprems-
ed by the energy and initistive of Mise Hanks and
her staff. Several parsents and childrem we have
gpoksn to esid that thsy wers vary hnpgy and wall-
gatiefied with the measurss that have been taken,
Ope teancher whom we spoks to told us that at

first it wan Teared at with all the difficult-
ies ¢f the new situation thers could be & rise in
trusnesy from ths school,or evan breakdowns among
staff suffering from extra work causesd by ths maw
organisation. But h::xili ihes femrs were ground-
legs. The children ptaff rathesr l1ike their

temporary accommodation,which ie pleasant and cosy
- perhape more @o,ironioally,thsn the block they
have had to vecate.

ABOVE: THE DANGEROUE TEACHING HLOCK.
BELOW: ONE OF THE TEMPORARY CENTRES.

WHY WASHIGRALUMING CEMENT USED?

Many of us,0f courss,ars not at all clear,desplite
the publisity im other nawépapers,about ths dan=
gor caused by the high alumina cement. Mount
Fleasarnt im one of about 17 Blrmingham =ghools
which are affected by ths problem - some being
¢loased completely,others more or less dramatic-
ally upeet. 4,200 childrevw altogether in tha ity
have been displaced from their schools.

0f epourss ws have bsen lucky Bo
far in Birminghem, in that them
have besn no mctual instances of
the collapss of roofs or huild-
ings, as theres have been in Lob-
don., It must be said that 1% i
diffioult to understand why the
high alumine cement wae aver usel
in o many of ocur buildings.
This cement has been banned in
France since the 1940®. A6 1T
wad kenown to be suspact, why on
sarth did City Architects of all
paopls, permit its use? Ths por
pible mnswer is that, since the
cement 18 gquick-drying it makes
it pomraibls to pob ua buildings
fuster and chesper than other
materiale. The speed and sgon-
omy have besn geEined &t what is
now going ta be, obviocusly, an
anormous cost. Ths City, which
is to bYlame for ths uss of ths
cement will heve to pay - that
im, a1l of us who pay ratae and
taxes will be paying. Thas eost
1% mot yet known, since 1t is
net gut knewn, for example,
whether buildinge like Mount
Flaasant's G-atorey block will
have to be pulled dewn and ra-
bullt, can be repaired, or will

ANY MORE NoICE Mom ThiS CLASS Avurs
I'LL ToRN RounD AND BELT THE LoT of You |
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have to ba partislly token down
snd re-bullt., Tests and axperi-
mante have alresdy been golng
on for monthe and no AREwWETS



ia the quegtion 'What van be done?! are publiely
avallsble yet. PFresumably because there sre no
anawars ysl. (uessens on the cost of ANY solution
&re slrTesdy in the millions of pounds - sven on
pptimiotic estimstes of ‘repalr Jjobe' rather than
pulling dewn &nd rebuilding. Of courss,the cost
of agcommodating childreninm em=rgéncy cantres,sto.
ig 8leo high. Tot to'mention The coste o hard-
pressed ctaff and others,in time and energy.
B PE VY ~WORTH OF THAR.
Bne last polnst. MNount Plessant,whish ia of par-
#loulpr dntersat to um,12 & very well-equipped
#chpol ,with pl] sorte of spacial fecilitiess,
Hevertheless, ever sincs the sehonl was byilt in
1067, eritica have suggented that the buildings
wre & cheap,shoddy job. Thkey point Eﬁ'EiTE;Ts
I ilkn atructuras ziving way under normal use,to
Mpphasize this point. They ergus that by compar-
I Je6r with some of Rirmingham's otha? somprehepsive
schenle, theas tudldings were mever up te scratch-
ven without the cemant problem. Wa shell wateh
#ith inferest to nes what the suthorities come up
mith by may of 8 soclutdon to the present problems,
and we do Hops that it wont Just be & guick, chesp
dnAwer, because we thimlk the Kids round hers des-
ye bulldings which are Just se geod mnd Just es
gufe aq those anywhers slga. Especislly whan they
ere Being peild for twice over.

youp gqveey

¥ir this {esus's Up Your Streast feature Rob MoCann
52 1 went to telk to some of the residantiz of that
ﬁ tla group of new red brick houses on Brunswick
. pear the osurgery. Thay're lovely houess, and
gryons we talked to seemed very happy with fhem.
fafortunately, the problems bagin more or legg At
decretep,because the Coancil's bit-hy-bit
ey of rengwal has made thia group of hoursea
an island of pew housing surrounded hy a Bea
ereliciion.
wee & disturbing incidesnt last summer which
8 tha point cleer. Michael Helen of Chelmsley
3 came over to spend ithe day with the Desrds of
‘ Prunswick Hd. He went ocul to Elag at the back
ﬁ the houwe Bnd narrowly escaped beipg leilled
part of en old derslipt house fell on him.
Dolores Deard took him to hoepltal with cute
‘his 1lsg end foot. The police said the derelict
g8 gould pot be pulled down becauEs one WAB
acouplied. The Cownmell sent men who took down
ef the btulldinge,but left ancther whioh looka
lutely deadly (see picture). I domt know what
1 Helen #eid,but the residents all say that
atout time sopeihing wes dope - before there's
i sories disRpter.

MUCH JcHooling —

FIRST THERE WAC A

ik
H

FELL Down . (o |

QHT&PEUE&W

However,one good merk for the Council on the gstt-
ing things done eide - the residente I tallked to
woald like to pase on their congratulations to
them Tor st last doing eomething about the pile of
mEEonry that ussd to ptard on the corner of Hert-
ford St. 'Give us some more please!

| LEFT: BE¥ORE.

RIGHT: AFIER.

Unfortunately,the denger of bomb-slites pext door
doesnt end with falling bricks. It alsc means hre-
ken bottles,rubbisch,rete and mice — whioh animale
ETe already inveding the new housss. It aleo
meand vandals,brolen fences and gresnhouses, fri-
ghitenad children,and gardens where ite unsafe to
leaye enything. So far this yesar Mre.Deard has
loat 1 Chopper bike (£8),1 toy car (E15),1 awing
{badly damsged),and vne toy moter bike (£H}. Hss
anyone -esen one bluys motor bike with sidecar, for
& Tive-year ¢ld? If so,plesss return to 112,
Bruneawick Ha,

MYSTERY,

Nra.War »0f numbeT 92 15 pureled by the mysisr-
idus pateh of grasy between the houses angd S5t.
Paul's Ed. 7The Councll are trying to keep 1t fen-
oad in = without muck muccess, hecauges 1t8 A ghort-
cut from St.Poaul's to Brundwich Rd. Mre.Waring
thought 1t might be Just right for "momething feor
the little Lide',& couple of #lides and & swlng

or ag, She wrote to :El Eetntes Dept,aind suggested
it. Mr.Atkipeen of the Dept. wrote back and told
her (s if she didnt know!) that thers was alresady
8 veluntary playground 1n Malvern St. Meanwhile
the little pateh of graea is in Adire riesd of 1ts
third lot of fenocing.

Nre.¥Waring aipo wante us to say how much she-app-—
recistes her good neighbour Mre.Ferd,who 43 alwayse
very generous and helpful to her family,especially
in taking her son to hospital when he: had sn moo-
ident. I1ts very mice to knew there ars still good
neighbours around.

LOSTI

Finally,from Up Your Street, = has ANYOKE SEEN A
ELACK ETTTEN, four sonths old,with & white spot en
its chesi and three white pswe one black? It went
rieming from 92,Brurswick Hd on 15th Novembar and
has aome yuunf friende there who would be over-
joyed to Bss 1% back. .

Mike Danklay.
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news from
Malvern St

HAPPENINGS!

Helle — I'm Aorne., T Joined the playlesders &1
the Venture in Eaptembur,zu muny of you may mot
have met me yet: I BURPOEE ¥OU hgve a1l Been
Geor banerth 5 mop of helr. The latest Edd-
itlon 48 Joe,who {e teking over from Hob while
he has 81% months' leave 1o study. This may
pound a Bit econfneing,but really the eimplest
way toc meat us 1§ to come down to the Vanture.

WILD ANIMALS, GHOSTS. & WITCHES!
Over the half-term holiday,we hkad o trip to the
Tudiey Zoo,and a Halloween Party. The Zoo irip
attracted gven eighty kids = mll packed on %0 A
fifty-seater eoach,plus & Tew Mums. We arrived
O.K.,&nd spent = cold but snjoyable day looking
at the amimnls. ITtE glifficult to say whether we
interested the animals more than they interested
ug! The trip homs was even mors fun,wilh Blnging
ste. Thanka gé& toa very tolerarnt bus Ariver.
Halloween night began,agadin with Hundreds of ehil-
dran-= &nd the suaic wa intendsd to piay with spooky
nolses snd things never happaned a® the amplifisr
was not working - but we sgon provided our omm

' gpooke! when someone paw & ghoet tn the Venturs.
A chase fallowed and we eaught cur vietim - Jom
Glenholmes! JSomeons =aw &8 Ies]l witel going: down
Olifton Hd.,=6 ws went eftsT her ehantimy 'Burh
the witch'., Shs varished on a bhroomstick - the
real ones: alwayd pet swiy,dont theyl

Having mxorcised the srea,the jids owne bachk 1o
the Hut for soup,and then we had a discc for the

glder one=s,
FIWE/

Bonfire night went ofl very well this year, Ber-
nard give us 8 magnificent display of {irewirks,
and Joem Mery and Ted made Emachding hot dogd and
rpast potatoso. We rnfflﬂﬂ-E*ﬁEEfﬁtmnl Hunper,
wiiich was worn by Bra.Conden of Sunny avenus, Thia
will be presented mearsr the date.

GREAT FUN & EXCITEMENT TO COME!

At the moment the playground 1w & bit waterlogped
and activities sre conlined mainly tp the hut.

We have baen doing 8 falr amount of prinmting ball
gamesn, table tennin,etoc. I1f any childrsn wani ig
do something slos, then ok Joe,Gearge-or myselfl,
and wa will try to get 1t arrangéed. We'Te wpit-
ing for & Jorry-load of hricks,and then we'‘l] be
building some eocking stoves and perheps 8 Cafe.
{Ask Willfam sbout the cafel) By the way — the
PMayground nlways neede 0dd bits of Junk 1o play
with - an old chair meked & grest gangeter car.and
ar old pram mekes a duper trollsy - Ao bring i3
slong and we'll try and make use of 1t,
Iantly,we'll be having two CHRISTMAS FPARTIES this
year, From 3 10 5 pam. in the afterncen,for under
10ta, und frem T pumy to 10 pam. for over 12's.

Zae the pext =dition of 'Playnews'for further d=-
ta1lg - or ask ope of the Flayleaders,

HOPE 70 SEE YUU 500N AT THE VENCHA!

AnTE.

| AM...

I AN A BLACE BOY

S0 84Y 1

HANDBSENE AND ATTHAGTIVE
SLEEE AND S1Y

COOL AND CALM

WITH LOTS OF GHARM

THEY CALL 1 GOUNT SAVAGE
BUT IT DOES NOT

WORRY 1.

BY TWEED THE SAVAGE.
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coming back

Returping to wisiy Baleall Hesth 1% wyears after
leaving the hrea where I had been smployed as
Adventure FPlayground leader for the Balssll Heath
inmoeiation (from 1968=T11.1 saw lots of changss.
Becaurs of my rele ip anttlﬂﬂ up the playgpround,
then In Mint St.,8 grest desl of time was apent
in the sommunity,getting to knaw thes young pscple
wio didnt belong to clube,working in the South
elibe in Ladypool hd, End Moselay Fd., helping
Mies Belby at the lane Centre,snd Mr.loundes at
dt.Barnebas Sundey dchool.

The most horrible housing conditions I kave svar
seen |snd I've peen some bad ones,ns 1've worked
in Rotting Hill inlondon) then existed in the
Yimoent 8%, hrea. Yet the families thers pome-
how mansged. Thers wes peighbouriinese and every-
one waE HIways &0 hosplitahle.

Yandaiism,then,s8 fow,wesd & problem. 1 rasell
that the Hvening Mail did & ssries called‘'the
Outeiders ' and 1 wrote s short artiele for this
callad ‘Becoming u Vandal at Five Years of Age.!
A1 that time T wea usling Bn old demtiate' BUrgery
in Ladypool Kd. s= a eentre for young paople wha
didnt belong to any plube,at the suggestion of
the lete Aev, A.Wright. 1t is gocd to hear now
that most af the lads T knaw then Eave good johs,
and have largely avolded the Jeind of torouble ]
cnoe zEed fo kmow.

Hot that it was always the hoya I hnd to sort out
= gnoe 1 hed 30 intervenes 1o stop some tecnage
girle whoe were dntendimy to commit assault on each
other with very large knives,

The boye on the Elnrgrnunﬂ buils & euper oamp
storsye high,with & briek Ffireplace nnd chimney,
Tampe fpd trep doors - the test I've peen. (| Homs
t0 comperes with it im Londom South Wales,Stsver
or Hristel.) Unfortunately {5 was Hovrt Aown.
alen once had s Tower SEVEN storeys high,which, b
BEighop chriatenad the Tower of Habel. 1 ramambsr
too0,the great gearch for the Sreneyn,and it was
Kint 5t. pleyground whers iney were hidden in the
evenings by Kichael Warrsn! (He wes the boy whe
caught B beby rat and pul it in & cage,convinced
11 waz s mouss,) Thers was snpther esarch,too,for
the shkildren from Huncern Hd., who wers svertually
found in Noasley Park,and the faniliea were Ao Ie-
lieved.

Very few of the families ] knew so well arse left
now, Thenm I ecould walk into practically everyone's
home end be made weleode - Balaal] Hesth pecplas
were go grateful for somsecne to take the kides cut
I sm plesssd to ges that the Adventure Fleyground
hag coptinued to develep intd o geood commumity
amenity,end expand {ts role in the community. The
ald huni aiten in Balgall Henth are now gragoed
over snd are a eafe plaee %o play,and the Lane

‘Geptrs hes really developed a8 & comnunlty servic

¥inn Margsret Jelby and the Hev.loundens are still
doine & magnificent Job in the ares - they sesn
to be the only eommunity workers 6111l eround w&m
were here in 1869.

I would 1ike to thenk w1l the families who werns
g0 hogpitabla to me obn my visit — sspecially the
Domnelly's of Clifton Rd.

R]E willinm.

ICE SENTIRG

Every Saturdsy. FRIOE 10p. and
ép BUS FARE,

leave the Vapturs 10 m.=. returs
1 pams ROLL TFI

INTERESTED TN JOTWINGZ TEE
VENTURE'S POOTHALL TRAMT GAMES
PLATED SUNDAT APTERNOON = DROE
HY AND SEI TWHED Amty GEpuGY.




4 My rocf leaks badly., I
bt apked my landlord to mand
At and he say= no begause the

gil plana To pull the house
» What onn I da9

A. 1f the landlord won't do
F}'thmit, asll the Fublic Health
tore (losal affise of

‘lﬁ.ﬂmmntu Tepariment 2459
¥arxick Fosd, Qrest, Birminghsn
(1, Phona 772 TA20). They can
jprier & landlord to do repnirse
mﬂ if he does not do then thay
‘tin dp the repeirs themselves
pn:l gharge bhim, UUrgent repaira,
__ﬁju:llﬂrlzr t0 leaking roofs,
hlocked driine and so on can bé
Pordered aven 1f a home ls dus to
Uhe demalinshed. Hing the
] toro before 10 o'zleck
when they 0 oul inapecting) or
te to them. When the health
peotoT comes, tike bl name
imd ‘telephong extension number
iIf sothing happsns within sixz
‘mka. gontact your looal
pegidents mobnoiation or zdvice
pentre,

CAN WE HELP:

.. My bess s8ys l'm going o
hava To changs 1o another factiory
the other =lds in Rirminzhnm,
Can he sack me 1T T refusa o go?
1 awt PI9 alrandy and the
travelling would be very
BXpRNEIVE.

A . this (s 8 1emsl problas,
Mot firms of solicitors will
sdyise in redundarcies mnd
changen of eaployment vhich are
very complicated and oay affect
unemployment bensTita or involwve
umnfair dismissal. Go %o 8
policlitor (you gan get s Iist of
them from viop eantrea) and
sk for advice. A=k for "“Oreen
Form Legnl AddT. Remenber, if
¥ou &re on 7I8 or Soelml
Segurity solicltors can help you
FRREE OF OHARGT.

Q_ Ome of =y friepds daseto
Bnglond from Pakistnn and
stayed lonavr than he -should.
CEn he bo deglared lesal ar
will he bs deported.

» ADVICE

COLUMN

A Your friend may ke in B vETY
aykward pogition. He could go
To the Communlty Relatians
Offiee (37 Bennetis Hi11l, phone
235 4097). Their staff will
adyvige him confidentiplly =

if the movarmment Amnesty ocovers

him your friemd can lesalige
his pesitiom. Qbtherwise he gan
return home, give himaslf ap
or risk ksaping it ssorst.

s‘ﬂ If you have a problesm, why
not Hrite to THE HEATHAN, we will
certainly try to help you, -and
in-mo doing we may help otherg.

If ¥ou have o problem you
want to talk over with soseone,
then why not o to one of the
gdvice centres in the area.

There's the Balsall Hesth
Ampociation on:o the corner of
Qourt Rokd mnd Bdwsrd Soad. The
Socisl Gervices Area Office by
the Brignton Mosd Traffle Liohte
and mleso the Lane Neighbourhood
Cenire as 4722 Ladypool Hosad.

EnaTE.

jan 6t the and of November)

lrt tha Tromt.

year!

Hiarnens problem.

a8 14 the 1deal time

il We'vae get o LOT

Ahe budile
i the epring:
nurt i .

B LG e G el

tar youve dore yulte W Lilt,

.|| AN 2 "- ‘i'
are many pretty gardens dn Helssll Hesth
%= clear thal there are ® 1ot of kes=p

On=- photagrapher faund that the
Bn in the picturs wes atill full of Ilowers

,' we on't pretend to offer advice to the people
aree hum: at it Tor years &and Aizesdy hiva

ful gardana, though we shall be sipping

§ from time to tlme trying to gel photonm of

o t0 met hints, snd to sncolrase oursnslves.
e thousht we'd do was try to
lhaan who, like us, have got & wildernmess it
g and 2 gmall pEtoh of mud with & priset
Perhaps if we &ll ptart

B theT we cen make o thousand flowers. bloom

2t xl_-mt think that Decomber -im a-fumy time o
B Ltarested in the sawden, but our ecpert
isnide sasure us ite ddeml for copins with the
Bacausa that problem ie
Iy ane af digsing out the wezdn,
for getiing 1:h- Job f‘f‘l'll.!
podamunry and Februsry It will probsbly enow,
figfter thHat you adght o ba puttine your Aas
of Tubbla in our
#n and we'Te Bhifting 1t ta one eornsr to
tor an inoterssting (se hope)
we'll tell you mEbout
THe rest of ' the gardass,
of 1%, fellrw wilderness plonéers,
B THiE fneludes
Bl lke ours itle four blades of grass and Logb

gile you're at 11, i.i!fe yourself n Sunder of T

i you've ot =
ir or & friendly neighbour -hn OnE .
Mp to the Liekeys or somawhsra 1ike thit;

=t

You could
B oAYr..a

When we've

Bpads )

GUR SUGCRETION

repipesa?

I pdient L

$EH: gtoox.

[ G&rr-nt.u
E Turmips.

dwe 8 boost galt and

ruEble, eta.
the mesat,

yEg
har got
the lown

uncovared,

Take 8

Aand some largs
of leaf mould,
nlwaye: try the tue 13 you can't

41b Shoulder of Iamb -

& Gelery Hticks:

2 larse oniona.
PRUDET.

plactic caeke and collect m 1ot
Dig thsi in when you get baok.
rind

Try and kaep the dug surfoee level, bt you
omn leave {1 rough, GET
eEpecinltly horrinle white Toota of the demdly
tindweed which will consume the house as well
a8 the garden 1¥{ not violently attacked first,

nll done pur v.‘;i!:,p,r.ng we'll he ready
for more eyoiting gardening.

KLL THY WEELS CUT,

see yod with tha

WITH APRIOOT STUFFMING

PFOH A CHEAP HUT FESTIVE XMAS DISH.
Do YOU have any favourite cheap-hut-ipteresting
Wa affer m 80p prize for &ny we: printl

The Tecipe ooites from New Zealand with the lamb!

L4 gtufrfing.
3 oe. Dried Apricots.

1l o=, Buttar.

1 tablespoon chopped
omion.

4 tablespoons fins
white breadorumbe.

1 teaspoon parsley
{or paraley flakes).
1 = 2 tableapoons
nille,

EE%. BoEk the mpricots 1n water mntil saft.
and phop them small.

melt butier in & frying pan =nd cook the ocnions
t111 soft but not brown. Take the pén off the
hest snd sdd ths breaderumbs, paraley, pepper
and selt to taste.
g soft miztars,

Bg make the stuffing;

gir in encugh nilk to give
than kdd the aprisots.

gprinicles the out surface of the lamb
with salt and peppar.
than roll 1% up and tle it with string.
Fiat the joint in & oasssrole or mert Adish.

Spread the stuffing ovepr

Fut thes casaerole in E‘ra-hea‘ued OVEn
(4502 P, or Hark B). o

Four in half the stock and turn hant
down to 350% (Mark 4).
for 45 mindtes.

Meanwhile p:mn
the vegetablea.
add the rest of ‘hhi stock.
ancthsr 1y hours.
thisken Juices for ArEYy.

Cook 1t r 15 minutes

gover the dish mnd cook

E:ru and chop the Test of
t them round the joint and
Cover and aock For
Serve meat and ‘vezetables,




Glass CutTo Slzra
Sandbrook & Co. 4
e ROQF FELT
o045, MDSEIE'}/ Rd. PLASTER ﬁ
SAND/CEMENT \\ _q

LCOBRER OF HOMER 51,3
ELECTRIC FIRES

Tel: 440 -4188
> =

i) [

1.-

} i For a Safer Paraffin Heater : Sﬂndbronk 8( cn!

In aid of the Heppy Houss and PLAYGROUND.

Hring thie ad. for & FREE game, Hefreshmsnia.

e T o T e S e i s e it

hristmns Diary

Ty your oopy of thne HesthnAR now Lo avoid (T ¢ ©.:. Hely Communiens 9,30 a.m. Feriah Fuch

dignppointment. PFill in your own ipportant arimt’ J.P.0.

hristmas Diary Dates below. 10.1% a.m. Morning Service K.E.M.C.

10.30 a.m. Churech of Christ (Col)i:A GiT% Carnor Hill eclosed all dsy.

Service. 11 a.m. Mpesley Hoad Methodist Ft.Faul ‘e Day Care Centre clossd 1111 Jan 2,

_aurch (MANC) : Family worehip. #=6.30 p.m. F4 ) THE HEATHAN WISHES 178 REAUERT A HAPPY XMAS.
17 &.m. Bnglish Clesses for AGLED ladies, Amag ls & ead time for the slderiy. 0o and

piu:rsruu for if:lds. .a.ll F'HE.E. 2 p m. Over 26 visiteomeone you had forgotten who‘s old and
EQ 5 )

L Aare or w=Ooe T 5". Y18 ...ﬂ o arclts,
Blirmingham Mall Ymes Tree fund disiribution:
8 p.m. Community Bingo Et.Paul's Qentrs, ond
every Tue=day, CHILDREN'C PLAY 1O a.m. and
> p.ms Cannon Hill Arte (CH) = "The 0wl and
the gayeat® - near] very Tuees to wid-F

T.30 p.m. Csrol singing riund the straets -

meet at MEMS. i 29 & p.m. United Carel Service (QoG.

f T e r e e

: EVERY TUESDAY | . y =
T || e

I i

| OMpM (NATY

! C U : 151 LADYPOOL ROAD
Encru}w OPEN 7.30. ’B’NiG lU'ME BOWN J:l.ﬂf:E Qhﬁfj — ﬂi\lﬁhp

i t AN .
:EEEE.-&T PRIZES PLYER,SHOVEL lfH.k??T_E,,ETI'_!.E Q":}_ ALL MAKES I_____;C‘?
o PENSIONERS FREE » L= (PEAFE) -

. | —— |

' ]

1 (]

THE COMPLETE SEWING SERVICE

l2:a.m. W.R.V.5. Tunch club-at M.E.M.C.
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