The wages of working boys in 1935
When Copeley Hill Hostel was opened in 1935, discussion took place about what should happen to the wages of the working boys living there:

“COPELEY HILL HOSTEL

The sub-committee were requested to determine how the wages of the boys at the hostel should be apportioned.

It was stated that at the Moseley Road Hostel, it had been the practice to allocate the boys’ earnings as under, and that this arrangements had answered satisfactorily:-

Pocket money - 1½d in the 1/-

To reserve (banked) – 1d in the 1/-

About 1/6th of the balance put aside for the provision of clothing and,

The remainder retained towards the cost of board and lodgings.

Examples of this scale worked out were given as under:-

Wages

Pocket

Reserve
Food and lodgings, 
Clothing


money

fund

including fares

14/-

1/9

1/2

9/3


1/10
16/-

2/-

1/4

10/7


2/1

18/-

2/3

1/6

11/11


2/4

It was explained that the Reserve Fund money would be handed to the boys on the discharge and the whole of the money allocated for clothing would be spent during their stay or on their leaving the Hostel.

… should a boy be temporarily out of work he will be provided with pocket money.”

Excerpt from the minutes of the Cottage Homes and Residential Services sub-committee of the Education Committee  20th November 1935

