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Archive material:

Orchidaceae of Mexico and Guatemala 1838-43

Collection Number SMT 2000.318

As well as ceramic pattern books and material relating to Spode and Copeland the Spode Museum Trust has an important archive of other material.

The museum holds an archive of documents formerly used by the designers at Spode. These include important botanical works as well as a small collection of specialist works on insects, shells, Greek, Roman and Egyptian antiquities and other miscellaneous subjects. Much of the material was used at the factory to develop new designs on china and earthenware and reflects not only the drive of the direction of design but also the personal interests of the Copeland family who owned the factory for many years.

The material is available to researchers by appointment only.

The Orchidaceae of Mexico and Guatemala by James Bateman. 1838 -43

Only 125 copies of this book were published. It is physically one of the largest botanical books ever published. 

William Taylor Copeland (WT), owner of the Spode firm at the time, was a subscriber to the publication.

WT is an interesting man. His father, also William, worked for the Spode firm in London from 1784. WT was born in 1797 and by 1824 was admitted to the partnership with Spode in London. Various partnerships followed and after the withdrawal of the Spode family from the firm WT bought it in 1833 in partnership with Thomas Garrett; later owning the company, both the Stoke and London businesses, outright in 1847.

His interests and abilities were wide. An entrepreneur and successful businessman he was also a benefactor serving as president of the Royal Hospital of Bridewell and Bethlem. As owner of a highly successful Spode company he drove the firm forward with innovative ideas and wares. Fabulous ceramic pieces were entered in the International Exhibitions of the 19th century and nothing seemed too difficult for the firm to produce. WT also found time to be an MP and Lord Mayor of London. He was a member of the important Goldsmiths Company and eventually became Prime Warden. He was a racehorse owner and director of other concerns including The North Staffordshire Railway.

It is perhaps not surprising then that James Bateman should approach this altruistic Staffordshire entrepreneur for sponsorship. After all the Bateman family were already customers of the Spode company and possibly even acquaintances of the Copelands. It is possible that WT had interests in botany amongst all his other activities even if it only extended to the grounds and rural surroundings of the estate around his beautiful home. Members of his family went on to have interests in botany.

James Bateman's grandfather, also James, established a firm of iron founders at Salford in partnership with William Sherratt. In 1810, as an investment, he bought the Knypersley Estate in Staffordshire (very near to what is now Stoke-on-Trent). James, the grandfather, never lived at the Hall and the first Bateman to occupy it was his son John when he married Elizabeth Holt. John and his father bought up nearby land including Biddulph Grange in 1812.

The Batemans were customers of the Spode company and John's son James was presented with a Spode service in 1832 perhaps to celebrate his 21st birthday. The service featured the Bateman family crest and views of their property and surrounding countryside. One of the views is taken from a lithograph produced by James Bateman himself of the Warder's Lodge in the old park at Knypersley. James, known to plant lovers as botanist and specialist in orchids, as well as author of his famous mammoth orchid book, was also an accomplished artist living at Biddulph Grange just a few miles from the Spode factory.

The Spode Museum Trust's copy of Orchidaceae of Mexico and Guatemala, although in a sad state, has survived because it was used. First perhaps as a reference work simply for the lovers of orchids in the Copeland family circle. Then as a guide to orchid designs at the factory throughout the 19th century. The pages were sliced out of this large unmanageable book. Its expense and botanical importance forgotten, it became just a guide for the designers and ceramic artists. You can almost imagine one of the large lithographs propped up at the back of a workbench lit by candlelight being skilfully interpreted by an engraver onto a copper plate for printing.

Pam Woolliscroft, Curator of the Spode Museum Trust identified the book after reassembling the sheets of text and fragments of lithographs in the correct order. The Spode Museum Trust is grateful to The Potteries Museum for providing digital images of the work prior to conservation and to mla West Midlands for the conservation grant to repair the book. Work on the conservation of the book should be completed by early 2006.
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