The life, Trial, Condemnation, last Declaration, and

EXECUTION OF 

TWO OF THE BOATMEN,

At Stafford, on Saturday, April 11. 1840

For the Wilful Murder of CHRISTINA COLLINS, near Rugeley. 

At Stafford Assizes on Monday the 16th of March, JAMES OWEN, aged 39; GEORGE THOMAS, alias DOBELL, aged 27; and WILLIAM ELLIS, alias LAMBERT aged 28, were placed at the bar on the charge of the wilful murder of Christina Collins, the wife of Robert Collins, on the 17th June last, at the parish of Rugeley, “by casting, pushing and throwing the said Christina Collins into the canal,” by which means “the said Christina Collins was choked, suffocated, and drowned.”

The prisoners having severally pleaded not guilty, a jury was sworn “ Well and truly to try and true deliverance to make between the Sovereign Lady the Queen and the prisoners at the bar, and a true verdict to give according to the evidence.”

These men it will be recollected, were tried at the last summer Assizes, before Mr. Justice Williams, on the indictment charging them with committing a rape upon the body of Christina Collins.  After a long investigation, and the case for the prosecution having closed, the learned Judge decided that, although a strong case of suspicion had been raised against the prisoners, yet there was no legal evidence of any rape having been committed by them, and directed the Jury to acquit the prisoners, which they accordingly did.  Mr. Sergeant Ludlow then applied to the court to put off the trial, under the indictment for murder, until these Assizes, on the ground that a material witness, Joseph Orgill, a prisoner in the gaol, who had been convicted of bigamy, could not be examined in the case until he had obtained a free pardon, through an application to the Secretary of State. Owen, it was understood, had made important disclosures, to Orgill, whilst in prison.  The Counsel for the prisoners apposed the application; but Mr. Justice Williams coseated to postpone the trial.

On the present occasion the men had much the same appearance when placed at the bar as the last Assizes. They had on……………usually worn by boatmen. 

