The Scold’s Bridle

This engraving is a fac simile of the Scold’s Bride, which is still to be seen in the Vestry of Walton Church. The date of the presentation is 1632, and the inscription runs thus:-

“Chester presents Walton with a bridle.

To curb women’s tongues that talk too idle.”

The tradition respecting the bridle – one of the few and oldest examples yet remaining in England – is, that a person named Chester gave it to Walton Parish because he had lost an estate “ through the instrumentality of a gossiping, lying woman.”
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