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INTRODUCTION

When he retired in 1990 Unoxeter baker John Walker set about writing a
history of Crokemarsh Hall ul'-mulhing he had planncd to do for many
veurs. Although mod o defiative bistory of Crakemarsh Hall Jobn fell he
hai o write it as e had known about the Hall for many years and ofen
wondered about its history. As a boy in the 1930s John woukd accompany
his father, ako named John James Walker, delivering bread to houses,
farms and local \'ll]:l;,:u\. frowm the family bakery on The: Heath, Littoxeter,
One of the places they passed on their way w Combridge and Roceser
wis Crakemarsh Hall set in s own large groumds off the old road. Ar that
time Mrs Charles Tyrell Cavensdish lived ai the Hall. When John joined
the fomily business in 1948 one of his jobs was delivering bread and in
his own wonds he must have called ot hundreds of howses and farms.
Anither baker from Utexeter delivered by Crakensrsh Hall, By this time
Mirs Julia Cavendish was living at the Hall with her two sons Henry and
Geoffrey, Geoffrey Cavendish who left Crokemarsh Hall in 1968 was the
last Covenddish 1o live there after m family occupancy of ninety five years,

Chver the vears on his bread rounds John picked gy bits and pieces about
the history of the Hall and the Eswae from local people. He was also
helped by the fact that for about twemy years from 1956 he lived a
stome’s throw from Crakemarsh Hall in the hamla of Combridge. In
15975 by another lucky chance John Walker canwe to lodge with the Tor



family who had bought The Garden Couage in the grounds of
Crakemarsh Hall. He siayed there for fiftecn years. Living on the old
estate gave Fohn the added incentive to find owt more about i 1t alse lad
him take to upon himselfl the restoration of the old lee House in the
grounds, Having retired in 1990 he had naore time to devote himself 1w
this Eabour of love. John lell The Garden Howse in 1997,

John had intended 1o have just a few copies of his history of Crakensarsh
Hall printed for his family but his friends and local people who heard
about it asked for copies so in the year 2000 John paid for o short pring of
about fifty copies which seon sold and helped to pay Tor the printing. He
has many requests for copies of his book over the years but has never had
it reprinted.  Crakemassh Hall was demolished in 1998, In 1996 John
published Hawkers Galore Memories of o Utioxeter Baker which is full
of stories of the people and places he wvisited on his rounds aroamld
Uttoxeter over the yvears, In 19958 he wrote a history, as yel unpablidhed,
titled The Milling and Baking Indusiry at The Heath, Unoxeter.

Utitoeter 2003
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Chapter |
CRAKFAMARSH IN ANTIQUITY

Crakemarsh, simated very near to the confluence of the Rivers Dove and
Chumet, has been a place of imponance since earliest times. [t s @ small
seattered homlet with iis main residence Crakemarsh Hall and previously
the Manor House of Crakemarsh, Most of these residences which were
buill, both locally and mationally, were buill in commanding positions,
such as neighbowring Woodseat Hall and Barrow Hill Hall Here
Crakemarsh gives away the antiquity of its ancient site — where the river
dwellers lived in the valleys - as opposed to the settlers of laber centuries
who abwiys preferred the high ground and commamding elevations,
Perhaps the earliest signs of antiquity must be the several round burial
meounds of bamows, sitsated between the Rivers Dove and Chumet -
south of the village of Rocester amnd abowt half & mile nomh of
Crakemarsh, These barrows would probably have been made during the
Bronze Age, which wos from 1800 B.C, 1o 300 B.C.

= Fd ——
e

Tt barm -shapodl harverws, Fach Barrow bs o perfect cirke stost sixton Teet in diamler and
rasch sarTounded by 3 \BaBow ditch showt ena forl i,

They were construcled quite close to the River Dove - despite the
propensity of the Dove o undermine its banks - thus devounng the
mver's course over centuries, Yel, amacingly, these small bamows -
comstructed in places only fory vards from the fiver — have survived for
ower three thousand years,

We must remember that these “Ages™ and dates are approxamate and vary
greatly in differem parts of the world. For instance the use of melals was
far earlier in the Asian civilisations. The Hittte ribes of Syria and Asia,
who ane mentioned in the Bible, were producing iron in 1800 B.C.



whereas the Iron Age in Britain is considered to have staned about 300 or
GO0 B.C.. at the end of Bronze Age. The early seitbers here — the Ancient
Britons — came from the continest. cnwards from 1000 B.C. They made
their wiy inland vin the main river estoaries ~ more particalary from the
East comst inlets with their shomer s Ty,

Bricain was heavily forested and these river people settled by the fvers
which they had navigated. The flood plain of the nver Dove would have
provided fertile ground and in addition to this, the forest would have been
naich thi and mare hie b clearunce. In the cheanngs the seitlers
would build therr wooden huts amd perimeter fences. These small groups
needed 10 defend themselves against wild animals such as wolves, bears
and boars - not forgetting the other groups of seitlers, who might artack
them - s o mesns of oblaining an easy Bving, by stealing their
neighbours” ready killed fish amd animals, The later Iron Age people in
this vast time scale used ploughs and grew com - as they had done in
their cominemal homelands. They made look-out posts on high ground -
such as the position at Dale Gap, above Barrow Hill on the Rocester to
Ashboume road. The cincular ditches here are still quite well defined.

Don't let us imagine that theae carly setilers were dressed i animal skins
and hunted with wooden spears! Mo, they wore rough clothing made from
limen and from wool and lived much better than we tend to imagine. They
had organised tribes with leaders, mamted coins and fought battles with
marasding iribes. Yet, even o the popalation of Brilain was very, very
Sparae.

This short insight into the pre-history of the area gives us o picture of life
here before the Romans armived at the beginning of the first century AT
F-m'!l.n'lulnly. the Romams wrobte down amd reconded what they fonanel, what
they saw and what they did. It was a Roman historian who named the
ancicnt British tribes in Siaffordshine as the Comovii and the Corilani and
noded that Britain was already divided ino several large Kingdoms,

The Kin.sl.lnm'\.' of Morhemn Fmghnd Were umsq;m!t}- at war with the
Kingdons of Southem England. The Nonbemn setibers had  soon
discovered that general conditions were beiter and the climate more mikl
in the South. Also, that it was easier to obtain a living the funher South
they moved ~ especially if someone else hod provided it!! The wars and
unrest continued between the tribes for many yvears - but evenually one
of the Morthemn tribes, the Brigantes from the High Peak disiricy,
overcame the Comovii and Corilani rabes of this area. The Brigantes
mabed untill the next invaders came — the Romans, amd these proved 1o be
quite o different kettle of fish,



Chapser 2
AREIVAL OF THE ROMANS

In the year 55 B.C., Julius Coesar. governor of Gawl, made a
reconnmizsance expedition to Britain. He was determined to see for
himself this country, which the peoples of Morthem Europe hed been
populating — ke by liede over the previous thousand vears.

He was aprecably surprised and decided 1o make Britain the farthest
Westermn outpast of the mighty Roman Empire — which stretched out as
far ns the Cospian Sea in the East, Coesar mode another landing in the
Tollowing year, 54 B,C., but it was not unlil ninety years Iater, in 43 AD.,
that Britain was invaded by the Romans, commanded by their General
Aulus Plautius. Julius Cacsar was assassinated ten years afler his secomd
reconnaissance in 54 B.C,

The tribes of Southern Brmin were soon subdoed by the mvasion of 43
A - inthis samee year the Romans pushed north in two main “proags”™.

Ome of these “prongs” went via Wall and Lichfield 1o Shrewsbury and on
to Chester — which became one of their great fortresses and sea poris.
This route became the Watling Stneet ~ now the A5, The other route
North was via Burton and Derby and onwands (o Lincoln and York, This
rowle was the Beknackl Street and now the A8

The Romuns encountensd much more resistance from the tribes of the
Kingdoms of Northem Britnin - in fact the Brignntes rose up several
timses and actually overcame the Romans in this Tt of Britan, It was i
the year 79 A D that the Roman General Agricola finally suppressed the
Brigamtes.

We now have a picture of Britain wnder the dominatien of the Romans
where all the Bridesh inhabilants wene now slaves (o thear Romam milers,
The Bomans were here for a period of just less than 200 years.
Historically this does mot seem long, but it is quite a lengthy period if we
compare it to the period of time from the present day back 1o the reign of
Qucen Elizabeth the first,

Soon after the Romans had suppressed all upasings w79 AD. they
began o consolidate their communities amd the miliary garrison at
Rocester was esiablished. Road building wemt on with speed and
determination.

The east 1o west Rosnan romd was built froem their fort at Derby Eh.nmgh
Cubley 10 Rocester. From the fort at Rocester the road wenl e Hmlirl_glm
and Tean tothe Roman wwn of Chesterton and then on 1o Chester.

E



This road i sull visible in a few places - even after 2000 years
although most of it underlies the long saraight sections of this rosd in use
todday.

Tha sasilime of Ehe pravesd-srer Koman resd in s feld on Marssn Park Fans,

In the above photo the ouline of the grssed-over roml as it passes
theough Marston Park farm land is very evident. From hese it stars s
descemt down Marston Bank 1o Rocester - amd from here one can stand
and view Rocester amd Crokemarsh, lying in the valley of the Churmet and
Dove.

The Roman nixcd crossed the Dove about taemty five yards nonth of the
Ik century road bridge. This impenant crossing would probably have
had a wooden brdge. and this straight line of road goes directly and
exacily info the east gate of the rectangle occupied by the Roman Fort al
Rocester - as shown on the accompanyving mag.

On leaving the west gate of the Fon, the road proceeds on its same dinect
and exact line 10 Hollington. This line would be along the road — now
High Strect Rocester and fronting Churmet Row. Crossing the Chumnet
where the old stone bridge now exists, the road climbed Red Hill to the
Bt of the present road and midway between it and Banks Farm - known
locally as M isce Pre Hall, from os domed tareet!

Just as an aside — my great grandfather Joseph Forrester of Rocester
remembered the Marston Road Bridge being buailt in 1539, A 10dl house
wis also built on the Rocester sicde of the bralge and tolls had oo be pad
for cans, carnages and animals at a varying scale. Old Joe continued 1o
use the ford 1o take sheep across the river and so avoid the ol



A stated previously, the Ronaan Fort was probably built shout 80 AD. o
consolidate and held Agricola’s suppression of the Brigantes.

Excavations made on the site of the Fort in the 1980s revealed that the
large Fort was buili on the site of 8 more simple carthen fostification of
mmparls and difches made during an earlier Roman conquest of the
Brigantes — about thiny years carlier. Bearing in mind the very, very
sparsely populated country and the very small number of tracks which
were in exisience before the Romans amived — one can realise just how
mach work would have been found for the local people - although in
slavery, Work people would have been commandeened by the Romans
fromm the nesrby settlements of Crakemarsh and Uitoxeter @lc.
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Am aribd's imprewien of the Homan fort ol Roooder, sbes shawing the buge caf b rampariy
sapmoisaling il

The size of the Fort a1 Rocester was nod comparable 1o the size of
fortresies, such as would be at Chester or Derby, bub even sa il was an
imporant Fost. 1t was built 1o hold reserve troops, horses, equipment amd
supplics for the legions and also w deter or deal with tribal uprisings amd
to keep watch on the valuable minerm] deposits of the Peak District -
particularly galena (lead onel. The archacologicnl excavations of the
1980k at the Rocester Fort reveabad a block of bamracks or quarters, These
roonms had clay floors but mooms at one end of the bamracks had hard
floors amd would have been the quariers of a ceniurion or other leader of
similar status. A latrine pit had been dug out to a depth of six feet and
limed with wonden planks which had been chamed on their surface.

The Romsan Empire finally collapsed after being in decline for three
centuries - from the second century to the fifth cenury A.D. By this time
many Romans had remained in Britain and mamried British women and
after these three centuries, guite a large slice of the British population was
Romamo-British

The Fort st Recester was demilitarised wowards the end of the second
century - buildings were dismantled and most things removed - even the
raniparts were filled moand levelled over = as shown in Iln;]'mmtngruplm.
When the Romans finally moved out, the civilian village which had
grown up outside the Fort, now spread inside and used it as a ready-maide
area for their agricultural oocupations, Blacksmiths shops were made,
also nnnery yards amd sheds where animals were kept, It was also an area
which could be esaly definded a@;u'm.l incnminns peopde from  the
continent, who staned coming intoe the country in large nunsbers after the
departure of the Romans,



Phicta of the s i ithe new wall B I 1958 chieadog Ehe sine of e
st el vt 8 Peindion U paririb stasiiae I Meesis, Tivse i bl R Bt e
wine ol @ Fert wech as that o 5t Racvader.

Ahhough this record will centre more on Crakemassh as it progresses,
these insights into this country and its peoples create a necessary pictare
of life in our mind’s eve, through the ages from the ancient Britons, the
Romans and now the Anglo Saxons.



Chapter 3
THE ANGLIESAXON FERIOF

The Anglo Saxon Period is from the final deparure of the Romans abowt
407 AL, wndil the arrival of the Normans in 066,

The Romans returned b0 Gaul (Frunce and its neighbours) fo0 try and
bolster up their collapsing enapire.

Whilst this was taking place, hordes of Teutonic inbes, barbarous and
uncivilised, wene spreading acress Western Europe, and licerally dirowve
the people before them - across the Nosth Sen - to escape from their
brutality, This migrstion of people ended when they had sailed up the
rvers of Eastern England and found an ideal country for themselves.
These mew immigrants were mainly Angles, Saxens and Jwtes, and they
wmived in large pumbers - they were fammers and also saibors, in their
own maritime homelands of Northem Europe and the coasts of the Baltic
Sea,

The leaders of the British people — now left undefended by the Romans to
face the onslaeght of the Anglo Saxon invaders - appealed io Rome to
sendd troops back here fo defend them from Anglo Saxon atiacks. Their
appesl fell on deaf ears - the Romans had plenty of troubles of their own,
Thus the Brilish were either killed of enslaved — those who escaped fed.
cither 1o the sheler of the Welsh hills, Comwall or Monh 'West Englamd.
The Anglo Saxoens established themselves and formed England - the land
of the Angles.

Despate the lIH'IF ;h:rind of Romam m:cupulim Mk vears - @ stmnge
result is 1o be observed bere in this country.

Unlike that found in any of the odher provinces of the fallen Western
Roman Empire - where Roman methods and trditions were continued
mare or less, by their successors — this continuity dad not occur here - in
Tt quilplhc reverse ook r.!lu.l..'-:.

Where Ronsan fons had been established in this country they were only
partially occupied or wiilised here and there, by the native British and
Romamo-British pepulation,

Menther did the InCOMmmy .ﬁ.llu,lu Saxons use the Romans' |'|u||di|15_x o
fortified sites — oaly in occasional circumstances. Our new overlonds —
the Anglo Saxons — built their own tvpe of buildings. in groups or small
setilements — catside Roman arens,

Raumam 'hu'lldingx ol such like were generally allowed o fall into
dereliction.  English speaking predominated over Roman, French amd



Gierman! 11 was as il anything 10 do with the Bomans - a creel and pagan
regime — wias avoided like the plagwe!

All other countries of the late Roman Empire continued 1o wse Roman
buiklings amd towns and their well crgonised methads of nmning an
efficient agricullural economy and military delences,

This definite lack of continuity is mos evident in the survival of ancicmt
British place names - many with litile alieration — which were kepi alive
and in use through genemtions of Britons, enslaved s they were by the
Romams and now the Anglo Saxons, Most noticesble are field names,
mvers, mountains and naoral featwres. Classic examples of ancienl
British names are to be found bocally with such names as the river Dove
and also the adjacent areas of Creighton and Stramshall.

Professor Ekwall in his Dictionary of English Place Names mentions two
carly forms of Crakemarsh:

CRACHEMERS of the Domesday Book 1056
CRAKEMERS  of the Book of Fees 1342
He defines both as “marsh frequented by water crakes™,

The Anglo Saxon period lasted 100 years and StafTordshire was a pan of
the arca known as Mercia. King Alfred the Great's son and successor was
Edward - he divided the country up into sdministrative units called
shiress more or less as we know them today - each being named after its
principal town - thus York -Yorkshine, Stafford — Staffordshive and Derby

- Derbyshire. Moest of Normhern England was under the Danclaw amd
soon after the death of Edwand in 924 AL, England was subjecied o
mare violent Danish incursions and uprisings by the Danes in the North
ol Englamd.



Mlasiratiams | i 4 Angl-Ransn Building.

Mustrsiaon | is @ la.rpc selibement barm l:,.piclll oif Eheimee Bl h:,.'iln: wrl:,.'
Anglo Saxons. A sewlement of twenty or thiny people would use this
type of bailding for sleeping and eaing. One end of the building would
be used to stall animals, if the weather was too extrems for them io be
outsice — as in Morthem argas,

The mmbers were mainly of cak, and the arcas in between them, as at
A", were plastered over with ¢lay. The oak posts weald aflen be in pairs
— & in the upright fence posts of illusration 4 — thus rapping the hurdbes
between them,

Some of the communal bams woulkl have sw.lllaﬂ'ux =el al an nmgle
against the wall timbers, as m the fences at “3" and *4”. Although well
buili, these bams would only survive for perhaps seventy years — when
masi of the timbers would have gone roiten beyond repair at groand
kevel. A new bam would then be built nearby and most of the good
timsbers reclaimed and rewsed from the old bam. The thatched roof woukd
be steeply pitched an 60°.

Surrounding the communal bam would be perhaps six or eight of these
bow, thatched smaller shellers - memsuring about twenty feet long and
twelve feet wide, Inside them soil would have been excavated to a depth
af about three feet — the sades faced up with umbers and a wooden Moos
put down. A small ladder would have been used w enter the sheher.



These were working places and work was carmied out in them which
needed to be done under cover, and with suflfichent height to walk abouw.
Work such as grinding com, mending clothes and tools, cleaning hides,
spinning wool and flax, weaving cloth cie, Other pursuits such as sawing
winsd and campentry, iron working @lc, woukl be done oulzide.

I the comstruction of these shelvers a wooden cross plece was dug into
the ground as in Husiration 2 marked “B7, also one g the other end and
sometimes one in the middle - three long rails went along them from end
to end, This camied the roof of either thatch or hides which nearly
reached grownd level,

As with the larger bams, these were renewed as necessary. Many of the
barms and the smaller shelters were destroyed by fires which had got out
of hand,

The settlement wren wonsld be surmounde) by this xl.uclc:ﬁ]ﬂypc of fende
masde by driving split pole timbers unto the ground and fastened on o the
horizomtal timber, which was suppomed @ imtervals by podifathers
(IMhustration 3).

Another sturdy type of fence was consirucied of interwoven hurdles and a
tog rail, held wogether by pairs of posis rapping them, and godGathers on
both sides of the femce (lustraton 4 Such lences would be used for
partitioning stock.

As the .-'l.ngl.u Suxon periogd pmgrcwm,!, selibements and their hqlih,‘linp.
improved - slone became more widely used paricularly Tor Chorch
buibdings.

The commumnal living system was siill similar bt the huge bams ofien
hod o roof of shingles (wooden tibes) - woodwork wos carved and
decornted and the small sunken workplaces were replaced by builifings at
groumd level.

This polld bechir of thr Anglo Saven perisd rocals e remarkable serkmambip of tene prople,

Edward's son Adhelstan succeeded him and reigned for sixteen vears.
Athelstan’s sister Edith mamied the Danish Kimg of Morthamibrin



England was invaded by King Sweyn of Denmark in 0013 and Mercia
was in irouble again — being the buffer Kingdom - or more comectly.
Earldom ~ between the Danish Northem districts and the English-miled
districts of Souathem Fmglum!.

Edric, Earl of Mercia, would mot fight againa the Danish invaders, so
Mercia was sacked and piltaged by the Danes, and also by the English for
nol opposing the Danes.

Three vears later, Canute, King of Norway and Denmark, King Sweyn’s
som,, kanded with a fleet of 160 ships and invaded amd conguered Englamd,
For some reason King Danute chose an Englishman - Lealwine - to ke
Earl of Mercia. Leolwine was succeaded by his som — Leofric — perhaps
betier known as Lady Godiva’s hushand!

King Canute died in 1035 and o further unsetthed period followed under
his two sons. Then, in 1042, Edward the Confessor was crowned Eing in
the recently built Wesiminster Abbey.

Christianity had spresd over England in the last 400 years. King Edwand
the Confessor was in the royal line descending from Alfred the Great and
wunsler Exlwasd, ETLshnd had n:i;n nf[m and stabality fior 34 YEmrE,
During this ume Mercia saw the death of s Earl Leofric - he was
succeeded by Earl Algar who was followed by Earl Edwin, Algar’s son.
This was the end of the Anglo Saxon pericd and we now come o the
mawst Famous date in our history, 1066, the year that saw three Kings of
Englandl! King Edwand died amd Harold was proclsimed King. In
Oetober, William Duke of Mormandy, King Edward's cousin, invaded
and King Harold was killed at Hastings. The victorions Duke William
wis proclaimed King of England and wos crowned in Westminster Abbey
on Christmas Day 1066, What & vear of history!



Chapter 4
CRAKEMARSH AT THE TIME OF THE NORMAN CONQUEST

William the Conquerer's suppression of England was quite nuthless when
his forces encountered any opposition.

Belons the Morman Conguest, Stalfordshire - being pan of Mencia - was
ruled by Earl Algar. He was succeedad by his son Edwin, ax Earl of
Mercia: his other son - Morcar - bocame Earl of Northumberkand. Afier
the conquest King Williom gave English lands and Manors to his officers
und friends, but nol freehold = all land sl belonged 1o William the King.
For the same reason the King decided o allow the two English Earls
Edwin amd Morcar w remain in position as rulers of Mercka amnd
Northumbertand. Mo doubt the King hoped 1o retain some stability in
these two areas. os he also offered the Eorls” promises and bribes fo try
and keep the peace between the people and the comuerors,

Earl Edwin was even offered the King's daughter in marriage. Al first the
Earls were in agreemend. bui when Edwin decided to implement the
marriage proposal, the King went back on his word and refused him! This
incensed the Earls Morcar amd Edwin who then decided fo muster their
people, rebel against King William and oventhrow him. I was now two
vears after the conquest, the King and his retainers even wenl to moet
Edwin and Morcar, more promises were made to the Earls but 1o no avail,

The Earls® rebellion apinsl the Normans hegan i eames, bl ther
meagre forces were insuflicient w make any inroads imo the Morman
forces. The Earls were defeated.

King William mvaged the Kingdoms of Mercin and Mosthumberland; he
killed the people, destroyed their dwellings and their lands. Then he
pms.:laim:ld that all Limds were an sohe Tﬁwim of the Kin;. Thus we
fimul that Crakemarsh had now passed from the Angle Saxon Earl Edwin
o King Wilkiam 1.

Adter twenty vears of his reign the famous Domesday Book was finished

m fact, William the Comgueror  ded befone b L'fmq'rlcl:iurh. The
Domesday Book listed most of the Manors of England and named their
Saxon owners and present owners. mostly Norman. The King appointed
commissioners in each “hundred” of every county. There were five
“humdreds" m Staffordshire, Crokemarsh being in the Hundred of

Totmaonslow,



The following is the Domesday Book entry for Crakemarsh:

CRACKMERES
Ieffore the Norman Congoest - o demesne of Agar, Earl of Mercia.
Land for & ploughs snd & scres of meadow,
11 s 2 iillwiens and 4 Bordars with 2 ploughs, a Ml and Wesslanil
of a leapue square.

Vilbeins were a Inthe highir in rank then Bordars, bud both werne employed
as agriculiural workers by the Lond of the Manor. Each would have a b
or small dwelling amnd a small plot of prounsd, but they were “tied” 1o the
Lo of the Manor and could not move elewhere without his parmission,
You will notice that Domesday records Crakemarsh s being in the
demesne of Algar, although a1 the tme of the conguest, it was in de
demesne of Earl Edwin, Algar's son. Perhaps Edwin's name was not
mentioned because of the King's hatred of Edwin and his rebeflion
agninst him and his congquering forces,

Ome of the Domesaday commissioners was Henry de Ferrers. Henry came
ower from France, an officer in William's army and also a friend of
William. The King gave Henry de Ferrers huge grams of land — over a
humdred Manors < including Crakemarsh. William the Congueror died in
1T and was succeeded by his son William I known as William Rufus,

Henry de Ferrers died two years after the King - m 1089 — and was
followed by his son Roben de Perrers, for ity vears. Robert de Ferrers
died in 1139 - a year following his creation of Earl of Derby by King
Stephen, Williom the Conquerer’s grandson. The death of King Stephen
m L1154 h'mllg?ﬂ the MNorman ling o an end afier neary one hundred
years.



Chapter 3
TOTHE EXD OF THE SORMAN LINE

Before the death of Roben de Fermers he had already given the Manor of
Crakemarsh 1o his doughter. Maod de Ferrers, on the occasion of her
nun'i;p: tor Bertram e Yerdun 11

Willizm the Conquerer’s two most trasted oflicers and supposters, dunng
his conguest of England, were Henry de Ferrers and Benram de Verduan L
Bath came from William's own dubedom of Normandy.

Thus by this maminge the Manor of Crkemarsh wos sdded to the vast
estales of Bertom Verdun 11 and in fact joined up to the Creighton,
Combridge amd Croaden lands of Bertram’s Allon estale. Bertram de
Verdun referred o his Crakemarsh estate as his “grove”, mesning a place
of devotion,

His other estates in Sioffordshire were at Hushion, Longsdon, Ipstones,
Auwdley, Bradley in the Moors, Cotlon, Bucknall and Musden Grange near
to [lam. Bertram de Verdun 01 founded Croxden Abbey in 1170 and
seiled a colony of Cistercian Monks in the Abbey. He brought them over
from Aunay in Mosmandy,

Many other English counties hod estates in the ownership of Berirum de
Yerdun 1L ."l.mmgq them were two castles, one o Brondon in
Warwickshine and the other a1 Alton. Bertram de Verdun 1T was Lord of
Abon amd Alvon Castle was his premier residence and Family home.

Alon Casthe, showing dhe rem gising wall of Boriram de Yerdea's 12th oentury castle —
sewm mearest the camera. The casthe and wall shown bebbnd are the 19th contury
sldings. AN weore bl om the site of @ Tth conlury Asglo Saxon Moy, of wikich nolhisg
now exbais
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It 15 perhaps as well to look now at the tenure of the land in England.
William the Congueror decreed that all the land in England was owned by
the King — himself. Despite the fact that he gave so msch land to all his
favoured nobles and knights, the King siill owned the land! Thus the
knights, the so called owners of their lands and Manors were expected to
perform certain dwties for the King. These duties would be mainly o
support the King, by going 1o fight in wars, insurrections and bartles,
wherever and whenever necessary.

Abo, in like manner the lenants of Ehese 'k:nishl.'a andl sqpuines, Fwing €
their estales, wene also expected o pay a ype of rent with goods such as
meat and corm amd aleo, il mequired, were expected 1o suppon their
knights and squires in uprisings and wars. Also these “sub-tenamts™ had
s0 much "hoon service” 1o do for their squires by giving their own Labsouar,
when required, For such jobs as fencing, buikling, madway repaies and
jobs for the Squire at the Manor House.

The life of Berirnm de Werdun [I was one of picty ond imegrity.
demanding his wholeheasted support for his King, Henry 11, who reigned
for 315 wears. About the year 1180, when Bertrom de Verdun was aged
around 45, his wife Maud de Ferrers died. They did not have any children
and Benram mamied for a second time. His new wifie's name was
Rohesia; her family name and line are not known, bul they had three sons
and o -lhual'm:rqn carry on the Verdun e,

King Henry 11 died in 1189 aml was sucoeeded by his son, Richard 1,
Coeur de Leon, In his fir vear as King he left for the Holy Land
accomnipanied by King Philip 11 of France and Bentram de Verduan - on the
third Crusaide,

Berram’s and Maud's r|:|'.|1|.¢\\', William de Ferrers, had already e
killed there. Rohesia was left in England with her three snall children.
Beriram died himself at Jaffa in 1192 — he had always wished to be
buried at Croxden Abbey, but his wish was denied him, He was buried in
the Holy Land, After the desth of Bertrum de Verdun 11, his vast estates
here and in Ireland were inberited by his won Thonss, who died in Drelamd
a5 4 young man. The inheritance then passed 1o the next ekbest son of
Berram and Rohesia, Nichokas. Upon the death of Micholas there was no
male hewr and Micholas” daughter, also Rohesia by name, held the estates
for her som, whio ook on the nume of de Verdun,

This cominued the line of the de Verdun ownership. including of course
Crakemarsh, until 1306, The two great Mosman familics, firstly the de
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Ferrers and Luterly the de Verduns, had owned the Manor of Crakemarsh
for 250 vears. Lond Burghersh was the next owner of Crakemarsh.



Chapter &
THE 14" AND 15" CENTURIES

It was in the reign of King Edward 1 that the Delves family came io the
Manor of Crakemarsh, following Lord Burghersh, King Edward |
reigned amtil 1307, in fact the 14th century saw the reigns of five Kings
of England. The Humdred Years War with France began in the reign of
King Edward 11 in 1338 and findshed in 1453, actually lasting 114 vears?
In 1356 the French city of Poiticrs was the scene off o great viclory over
the King of France, King John I, The victory was secwred for Englond by
the 26 vears old Prince Edward, known as The Black Prince, eldest son of
King Edward III. The Black Prince never became King of England - he
died in 1376 — the year before his father, who had neigned for fify years.

It is recorded that at the battle of Peiticrs, John Delves, son of John de
Delves of Crakemarsh. was one of the four squires 1o Lord Awdley, who
conmammngded fhe l:.rl_glixh line @t Pantiers,

Records of this battle sate that it was only when Lond Auvdley was
semously wounded, that the four squines came out of the line of bauke 1w
attend to their wounded leader, Affier the successiul owtcomse of the hattle.
the Black Prince was so satisfied with the action of Lond Audley, that he
awirded him an annuity of £400), Lond Audiey then decided 1o divide the
anmuiLy in its entirety, between his four squires. When the Black Prince
heard of this most charitable ace, he gave Loed Andley an annuity of £480
for himself, These extrnordinary large sums of money were provided owt
of the Black Prince’s hemlage, as the eldest son of the King

During the 1470% - a century later - another swocessor, sill an
Crakemarsh, a Sir John Delves, fenced off the open common groumd
between Crakemarsh and Uttoxeter.  The people of Utioxeter, who used
these commens for gracing, were so angry ol his actions that Uttoxeter
men went oul and tore down his fences and uprooted his newly planted
hedges. Sir lohn Delves immediaely renewed his fences and hodpes and
placed guards 1o keep watch by night and day.

After the death of Sir John Delves, his successor of Crakemarsh, Sir
James Blounat, gave an 1o the snll suill'll'n-n'ing anger and unilms:i'l].I and he
openad up the commans once more for the people of Unoxeter.

I the year [482 records state that a relative of Sir John Delves, who Bved
in Uttoxeter, was hanged for high treason. 1t is also of interest to mention
here o link with thes family of Delves of Cakemarsh, This bnk was
eslablished in 1864 when John Evans, o brewer of Brudley Streel
Unoxeter, built a new brewery. The brewery was built on land adjacent 1o
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Unoxeter Railway Swation and was hsted as “John Evans and Son -
Drelves Hall Brewery, Uitoneter™.

The kand on which it was built was known as Delves Hall Mesdow and
was the site of Delves Hall, which was siill in existence in 1635, The
Dadves whs Hwved here were direct descendants of John de Delves, of the
Manor of Crakemarsh.



Chapter 7
CRAKEMARSH AND ITS 168" CENTURY OWNERS

As noded st the conclusion of the last chapier, the bong incumbency of the
Dielves family ended with the death of Sir John Delves, The Manor of
Crakemarsh had noww passed into the possession of Sir James Blount, whio
had married the daughter of Sir John Delves and became beir o the
catate. The Blounts were succeeded in the ownership of Crakemarsh by
their heir, Sir Robert Shefficld. He was Recorder for the City of London
and had alse married o daughier of Sir John Delves,

Sir Roben and his wife lived at Butterwycke in Lincolnshire; they let the
Manor of Crakemarsh to a tenant and appointed a steward, Thomas
Kingsley Esq. 1o oversee the estate. The actual deed of this appointment
has remarkably survived. dated 1521, and is in the William Salt Librory at
Sfford,

Basscally it says that Sir Robent Sheffickl has granted 10 Kingsley
stewardship of the manor and what was presumably s main tangible
asset — a rend of 20 shillings a year. This was presumably a “chief rent™ -
w rent payable to the lond of the manor simply as an acknowledgment of
his position as bond.  Kingsley was given power under the appaintment to
distrain the goods of tenants of the manos, if they failed eo pay their share
of the rent.

= - LA |......,.- Bt
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The Dieed of 1521 10 ihe Manor of Crakeimsarsh writgen in Latin abee nith a
tramsation in Fglish hebow.



Apposnireem iy Roben Shetfeld of Bamorsy b, Lincolsaine, of Thomas Kngaley By |
i [he office of weward of his masar of Cralomanbe with Suflondabire,
abong wid il and netglar his lanch wnf Barlougpiag in L pilemnibe il
Utamaier: 80 bk the said olfion of wiward for his. [Kingsdey's | fe: bo also grants io
Kidgabey ad amisal el of M s o ithe mance of Chalemainhe fof ho Ude,

Py el i pwD Pl i Painer i Michor Imas. with poser i distram if B pend snsd
ey i ol pakll. Miated N0 Serpiermbert 13 Honiy VI [1521]

Adier the death of Sir Robent Sheffield his eldest son became heir to
Crakemarsh, he then sold 0 completely o0 his younger brother,
Chrastopher Sheffickl.  Shonly afterwards, Christopher Sheffield sold it
all again — this tme 0 Mr Gilbert Collier. Upon his death his son
inherived the estate and he sold it 1o Sir Gilben Gerard, Master ol the
Radls, The Maror of Crakemarsh remained in the Gerand family until the
17h century, when the Cottons came 1o the Manor and kept their name s
Crakemarsh for 250 years.

b |



Chapter B
THE COTTONS AT CRAKEMARSH

The Cottons were already established as an imponamt and wealihy
farming family ai Crakemarsh in 1600, That they were a people of some
standing is indicated in varsous historical references,

In & b 1o rse revenwe, King Charbes 1 imed 1o force people of note 1o
buy honours amd titles. 11 they refused they were fined, thus creating a
“mo-win” siuation.

It is recorded that in 1626 William Coblon of Crakemarsh was fined £12
for his refusal, William Fearn, also of Crakemarsh, was fined £10 which
was a considerable sum in 1626, The Cotons had a propensity for
naming their sons William — a good solid radition — but net a great help
b historical reseanchers!

Ki.ng Charles 1 and his aftempt at :m'n.inq revenue pm\'a,[ sl url]'mpu'l:l.r
- eventually culminating in his death al Westminsier. He was hung i
1649, When asked if e had a last request, the King asked for a second
shirt bo wear as it was such a cold day. He did not waml to appear to be
trembling with terror, when in Fact he was just very cold!

Crakemarsh was and stll is noted for s lush summer grazing in the
femibe Dove valley. Comons were thus ideally placed for producing dairy
proslucts to be sokl ot Uttoxeter market; mainly cheese and butier -
Unoxeter being renowned throughout the kand for s kocally produced
butter, These same meacdows alo produced fat cantbe and sheep for the
local market. The Coftons” farmhouse st Crakemarsh would probably
have dated foom the 14005, amd po doubt would have been aliered.
repaired and “modemised” by the 16005,

When the previously mentionsl Willinm Cotton died bere in 1641, o
detailed inventory of his possessions was lsted on December 29th, 1641
These lems came 1o the value of £360.

Amongst the many items listed were the following:

B aoen
2 steers { For ploughisg and caltvation)
20 cows
10 heifers
ane year old hall
@ iwymier hulbock and 15 calves.
U twymler i an animal that has survived fwa winbors,
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i wethers worth £56 (2 wether is o Last vear's lanehj

3 ol pigs, 7 vousg pigs worth £ 4 12 shillings
3 mares, a Bay Wly, o colt and o ke nsare,

Some caiile were also out at Blrchwood Park. Fradswell

Various poulicy
Saddles amid Bridles
Hilver plate {valued a £50)
Pewter plate (valued at £5)
1M} Brichks worth 1=
Waoal, Max. varns
There were also many cuphbaards, chilrs, stools, tables, beds and hedding -
Barveds and babs

The iy Kivew lastvathen of (e Cottoss Masar N 6 Crakomansh,

The Cotton family must have purchased and moved mto the nearby
Banor Howse soon after William Coiton's death. 1t would appear that the
old farmhouse and buildings were pulled down when the Coitons moved
imo their new abode. lnis also possible. and in my view probable, that the
old farmhouse itsell wos reconstrscted into that which is now known as
The Garden House,



The Manar of Urakimard,
Ta ghe loft of ihe eniranon porck can by sos whai b e alled The Ganden e, This bows
has medieval loandalis of reughly suared kange sanddanc Bl

The 1T7th century saw the Civil War 1642 to 1648 brought on because of
the arrogance of King Charles 1 and his determination 0 make and issue
Tws and decrees - as opposed to Pariament’s assertion that they alone
could do this. Most of the upper classes of sockety were supporters of the
King whilst the lower clss of people were  predominatcly
parlismemanians, An interesting piece of news from the Civil War is
preserved in the Willinm Sali Library at Stafford - a newspaper repor,
dated January 1647

Some penflemen well affecied o Parliamenl going out of Ulioscler were
sarprised near Crakensrsh by Rowland Cetton. who has been hoth Royalist and
Roumdhead as be pleased, and sibers. Cotten cried “Whe are vou for®™ They
amswered ‘King and Parliament”, The others cried they were for the Kieg snly
aml Felll on Ehem,

Al John Bull was woanded in fve places and they iook his rapier feons him. AMr
K, Woodward aveided siv or seven strokos al his head, but he rocvived anotber
woEnd in the Bead, Mr Thoemas Oakes and Mr Huogh Shaw were both thrust imlo
the back and Mr Kichard Eitheringien's horse received the womnd intended o be
lals death. Then Cotlon and his erew went o triwmph af this mischief.

Rowland Cotton was succesded o1 the Monor of Crakemarsh by his heir
William Conon. William was al Crakemarsh when Celia Fiennes made
one of her many long rdes through England and was reconded passing
through Crakemarsh in 1697,



Chagrer 9
THE JOURNEY OF CELIA FIENNES, 1697

Celia Fiennes was bom in 1662 near 1o Salisbury. She was the daughser
of an officer in Cromwell’s army, Colone] MNothaniel Fiennes, and the
grandelanghter of the first Viscount Soye amd Sele. Celin and her saster
were brought up in good circumstances and wanted for very Linde in the
way of comfons - either spiriual or material. Her sister married bt Celia
remained single. She was christened Cecilia but was never known by that
nams,

Celsa became interested in truvel ond yeamed 0 see and explose this
country with all s wonders — both namral and man-made. Having the
fimancial means available to do this she made many long rides throughout
the length and breadih of this couniry, These rides were accomplished
from the age of 23 to her st ride at age 41, Forunntely for posterity, she
hcpl i poarmal of all these rdes. ru:uirl# Il1ir|ps which could have had very
ligtle meaning at the tme of writing. She made notes af the people she
el which were dissemters — as were her own family — indeed her father
had supporied the iden that (liver Cromwell should be made o king.

Before deating with Celia’s nde through this locality, it is well thay we
should scquaint ourselves with the conditions of the “rosds” and the
dangers which existed for avellers in 1Tth century England. These
“roads” were mainly earth tracks which were deep with mud in wel
weather - if the rosd dipped the hallow would be Ailled with water, In dry
wenther everywhere became rock hand except for clowds of dust. There
wene very few bridges. There were only Tour over the Dove on the main
routes between Ashbourne and Boron at Mayfickl, Usoxeter. Tuibury
and Burton where the Dove has alresdy joined the Tremt. Ebewhere,
smitll and not so small nivers and brooks had 1o be forded.

Celia ook several spare horses with her, one of two horsemen, and ofien
hired the use of a guide for her joumney. She always rode side saddle — ifa
guide was being used he had o saddle in front of her own. It was also the
duty of this guide to carry what she refers 1o as “her mghtclothes and hittle
!h.'irlgx" Chie aff her guil}és wis admomahed for ||.‘|9:i|:|g thiz pm:l:\g“
Momey had 1o be carmied which made wavellers prime targets for being
waylaid and robbed. Miss Fiennes records that, travelling in the Lake
District, the horses had to be shod every two or three days. When o dav’s
I:I:n'cllins wis done, Celia moch prefemed 1o slay |.w.:r.|1|'ﬂ1l with l'amil}'
or freends il this was at all possible; where this was nat possible, she
reconds many inconveniences. Al one place the landlady pleased Celia at
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first when she brought out her best clean sheets, but Celia said that “her
sheeis were used o socure my own sheets (nighteloths) from her dirty
blankets”™. Many travellers slept fully clothed on the foor rather than lie
in or on the bed - thus getting badly bitten with fleas, Even so, such
hazarcls did not deter Celia from 20 years of ravel by horsehack !

The jourmey we will examine was undertaken in 1697 when Celia Fiennes
was 35 She called it “Throwugh Drarbishire to Woolsly™, Although the
Joumey concerning Crakemarsh could be disposed of in half a dozen lines

1 make no apn'luﬂ for xl:,u'linf, in the Peak Dastosct anad ﬁrlixhing al
Waoalseley, a% it is 30 descriptive ad delightlully writen.

Celin ermsses the Tean Brosk with sae of her goanks, os her joumsey in 1997, “Nearby ts
Crabemardy we pansed threugh o Sonp sad wise river bul (e botiom was haed gravel jus
Before we came Ba Diflouster™

Celia Fiennes visit to the underground caves and caverns of the Peak:

A =Nome bal 1o prr propic e beee which mele wme small sdsantage by brgging asd by
lighting ihe strmsgers inte ihe tave which beyond this e mon s craghl @ prsage o e
st i Yo sdwap vy baw even wpon yosr hreasi and oreep in and when yeu are in shot 3 yand
or tna's keagih o sbasd upright it boieg lefty in sesacr of Poolc's Hole. anly the rocls hangs
derwn in o many plenes 1hat there & ofien a cane of deoping vory bes 1o guns by thern andl beee
it o] voas Dresd o s all senad gad N, saly the recks da deip waler In masy places which
makes |t damp snd sirikes ol to you; el sweptisg ihe plilars of reck bs wow planes ihat hasg
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dhirwn e miesl of il b very Befly amd o great cche, Bhe o Charch: vou pass i pesd way by the lght
of maay Cancdles hanfeg bt the Nght of day from ihe sl o ooping snirescr @ L yea osme i
= Hiver thay call i, = greal saber i s and very deep. they @y i€ b ahoot 12 yards over and s
dhes oo o I with @ Bk aate Do s by side bt 1w ould sl vonloi.

Thare was sne Conilewsman bs oer company ssid s had sscr boos carms'd sver an bwo men's
shouiders, bot they waded shone tdheir waske bn water, w0 | would pot b s dosgoroos | wn
wanre i wan @ difloul sanerpeior, paad s you are over that sde they g oner bul seh plaee o
g, i il bepfaare, wihidch brada o anaibor wich 2 s ater whikh soe mon have pasd ooer and an
havy gons on B3 ihind walor, bul there e recke hung w0 ke ssoalmos B dosch Ghe water whidh
himdwed dherir progenling: el waler was s sirnge s donp aned larpe s leel'd Ble a stasding
waber Bl whecther i wene ar mel conkl mor bl ne deubn bt it bas @ pasage thim” the veines of
ihe Farth or the would seell s as be e 8 bending sl of the Fand i@ soomed ie have @
metion wiih i

All thesy ihings domes ibe prowl wisdom snd power of sur Blesed Croster fe make and
maimising all hings within s own Bosnds ssd 1imits, which have 3 Sosdmcy bo worke sul rulsg
b ke o e Wrims o Wher bl i el Bkl by Gads Commanl.

Tt Sarvonah Wonlir B o Flowing and Ebbisg Well (Thdevw il bitsors this towas and Buioen
which ormurs b miraculsus motien bt om great nrises which ks e springs vory bigh, and
then Lhe naan which was wilh us beld be had soon @ sevoral Umes in G winler whin B sprisg
were bigh te Bl mad Flas severall (ymes in an hear, wbich spposred by the e and Tall of gl
waser Prom the edge of the well - el ihe s s Bo b @ good seber man. - Sir, Vidditsn i
o — sy bt s BBty w'hsm the springs ane high the waicr frem fhe sea may hase 3 quidkor (o
wiel el thes” the chasnch of the Earth bul this i o gosd distanoe frem (he wea of chibag and
Mawm v o s,

From Uastiton jo Banten b mile, bui they oy very long, yos might ge 10 of mils near Losdos
i e s Yo are gebeg Rallc s many bere,

] Thenae w ¢ Asbwrn 16 mio, where [ saw wme of Belr Copper mises, and by
iy dig ibom He  woll bui secure e side wiih wood sed forffe boend withibe  wood  like
lals or Trammes sorons of kg y s, be socure B I b 8 prely noale

LB markei lomne; thenos fo Uarder B mile and e crom 2 Riher

L1} o @ Mo Drklge sl s we owier Sialardidiire which has geite @ dilferen] Sovle, sl
sl pravel] and weme clay and very preity s of pebises in the powsd, see of 3 bright grem
like am smscrald, ofbors vobnd, some clear o chrislals thiv coumiry b well wooded sl Foll of
envikasnes, pod rich ground, b oy differiog Mrem Darbyshire

E Jet hefory we came (o Uchater we pas by @ vory rct Howe and Gandens (The Manor
Hismse Crakemusrsh) of sne Mr. Colten o Justiee of Pesce. it"s brick ssd coya'd

¥ wiih e, the Gardens and Courts vory mmpleis, bat i sasds o s moarkh. prosad;
i show ihh worki good v sol perfect Bul bas bis foull o wril o Falne sde, and wlih all
compibeng s " s Libowr pedor e diffioahives, we pacithin' &

(5 dorp and lang waicr jus By, bad b batfam wa jmk provell and hard, tis sapply's
several milh swhich are wed for their prepardng the mcisl they take sul of the minos |
Vil @ e off Copper given mie by ot of dhar Mamagers of gherm,

H Themcr nr came o Weshkey (Walsckol 7 mile de 0 Relaifs®s bene Sir Charkes
Woililey whiot Lady win sy Auni, where we dised] ihe Howor sy s o fne parke. The
Mhimssar ks g abed Bullling amal bt bow, "5 bl s 3 Csunt; there s large ey hall inibs old
fsshion, 3 dinnieg and drawisg reom on fhe snchand and a itk parour oo ihe sther; B bt
Fimaiies were icwed bufll with chambers over thein s @ very good Waivese woll wimroatol
ol carvind il gl pletane the pe of thie boe b ol ol and Bow and mest be sew bl ohe
Crardens ary both poeod with pravel ssd proon wallis, there b3 good Biver nens by I which b
duwarfe broes and bonrywckies sad binds on the bescke, tieer b a grrat desle of poed frulie and
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there are severall malks, osc shedy with high Droes shidh my Aanl tebd e sy Mothar Bhed 10
wplly b il we s qalld her w sl ™

Celia lived until well in ber seventies: she died in London, having lived
through the reigns of six Kings of England from Charles 11 1o George 11

Below are some explonatory notes on Celia Fiennes' journcys in
StafTordshire:
A
The very poor people ane mainly lead miners — one married couple with
five children were surviving on 6d or 7d per day.

]
Ashurn — Ashboume
C
Uxeter — Unoxeter

n
The long bridge: This refers te Hanging Bridge over the River Dove al
Mayfiehd near Ashbourne. lis mame i nothing o do with s construction.
I has a more macabre meaning — wrong doers were hung on gallows in
the adjscent Dove meadow.

E
Uchater — Ureoneter. There are over TO different spellings of Utioxeter 1o
b found since Saxon times.

F
The howuse of brck and coyn’d with stone; On examiming the denglict
boddy of Crakemarsh Hall m the 1980°% 1 could discern many pans of s
predecessor — the Manor House — which became revealed as the later
building of 1820 fell away from it. In one place the rough cast coating
had fallen away amd revenbad one of the cormers of the Manor House - red
brick ansd quoined with stones - o deseribed by Celin Fiennes,

G
This would be the River Tean or Tean Brook as we call it locally,

H
Sir Charles Wolseley (1630 — 1714) was mamed 1o Celia’s Aunt — Anne
Fiemmes.
The eriginal joumal had e puncluation; semicolons, commas and full
stops have boen added 1o aid the reasler.

]



Chapter 10

CRAKEMARSH LINKS UPF WITH THE MANOR OF THOBNTON
The Cotinm, Sheppard amd Cavendish fumilies.

William Cotton of Crakemsarsh had pavo sons, Heary Cotton who became
a Capuain in the 33nd Regiment, and William the eldest and beir 1o the
Manor of Crakemarsh, who later became the Reverend Dogtor Willinm
Caotton LLID, In 1755 D William Cotton married Hester Marin Tyrell of
Thornton Hall, Buckinghanshine, only chibd and sole hetress of her father
Sir Charles Tyrell, whi had died seven years carlier a1 the age of fony.
The family scat of the Tyrells, one of England's most noble amd ancient
families. was Thomton Hall, Buckinghamshire with an immense estabe in
compirisen 10 the quite large estte of Crakemarsh. On their mamriage the
Caottors wend to live @1 Thomion Hall,

Thownions Hall o8 s bucdsy.

Thoenton was also an ancient Saxon Manor, like Crakemarsh. In the reign
of Edward the Confessor Thormion was in the possession of Azor, son of
Tote,

The first mamor howse wos built by Robent In;kuu.'l about 1460, An
enlargement of the manor howse was made by Reverend William Conon
about 1760, An alerstion amd enlargement was next made by the
Honourable Richard Cavendish in 1860, Their addition of the armorial
stained glass windows can be seen by the staincase, The Charch of 5t
Michael and All Angels which faces the Manor House conlains many
memorizls of these past owners of Thomton Hall. The memorials shown
bebow have been recorded by Bryan Egan, historian of Thomion,



Below is a small family ree of the Sheppard Family.
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Shrpgand Family Tree

Soon after their marriage in 1755 Dr Willinm Cotton and his wife Hester
began 2 substantinl rebuilling of Themton Hall. Their only child,
Elizabeth, wis born 10 them in 1758, Captain Henry Cotton, William s
vounger brother, was having matrimonial roubles and his daughter Daolly
spent many vears al Crakemarsh with her grandmoiber Mrs Cotton.
Elizaheth Cotton, being of a similar age 10 Dolly, also spent much time
there and the cousins becume great friends, Al the age of sixieen,
Elizabeth marmed her second cousin Thomas Sheppard  from  the
neighbouring parish of Stewkley. Thomas was twenty cight years of age.



A drare g of Thaamton sl sfier oeBailiiag by the Colloss b the IIIINHH;.

Five genemtions of Willinm Cotton’'s descendanis wene 1o be owners of
Thoenton Hall, spanning 150 years, before the estate was sold in 1905,

As the principal concemn of this work is the history of Crakemarsh, it
would seem appropriate at this stage 1o finalise the story of Thomion
frowm the Cotbons o 195,
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In the hisory of Thomton, documented w0 owell in 1755 by Browne
Willis, e describes Thomuon Hall as follows:

=Ty St of €k anchont family bs of prest Antiquity, vie. sbove 308 yrars stasding: 11 is 2 large
heuse, yuadranghed reand. and bas several spacions morm i (L and o oot gallery, the bngth of
il B ot shibe of Kt Bosase, s oo bess: thaan 155 Foot, Hlere bs @ goesdd Wrary] msed in @ bore
winderw of the grest Parboar aey Base A in painted g, Viz, Arpeme on a Chevren betusm
Hhrre peficts as many Bases of the Fickl

We now need to consult another small family tree giving the line of
descent for the ownership of Thomton from Dr Cotten’s daoghier
Elizabeth to the sale in 19HES,

As previously aated, 16 year old Elizabeth Cotton marmied her 2econd
cousin Thomas Sheppard of Linlecote, Stewkley. They had four children,
two boys and two girls. The oo males were requined to take the nanse of
Catton to comply with the will of their grmndiziher, Reverend Dy Willinm
Cotton, The eldest boy  become Thomas Cotton: Sheppard  and  the
voungest became Willtam Thomas Sheppard Cottom ! Elizabeth
Sheppand, nee Cotton died in 1500 aged 42, Nine years kater Thomas was
creabed a baronet. He marmied again to Margaret Beardsworth who died
in 1813, Sir Thomas Sheppard died in 1821,




il
L bk

= 18
HEHE Y

g = ' Iuth ¥

Imivior of Tharsien Hall showing he armarial gl on b sdsin commibslboned by e Hos
Richard Cincodink in [850°s

B



Thus we see how the Thomton Hall estate passed from Elzabeth
Sheppard, nee Cotton and her husband Thomas Sheppard 1o their elder
son William Thomas who died without issue aged twenty five when it
then passed 1o his brother Sir Thomas Cotton Sheppard,  He too died
without issue aned after his death the Extate passed o his sister Elizabeth
Harm, nee Sheppard. of Unoxeter, then to her daughrer Elizabeth Maria
Margaret Cavendish, nec Han (1817-1858) and her husband, the
Honourable Richard Covendish (1794-1876), It was they who rebuilt
Themton Hall im the 1850°s - a hundred vears afier Doctor Cotton’s
alterations.
When Elizabeth Maria Cavemdish, mee Hart died in 1858 her hushand
Richard held Thomton Hall and all the other estates until his death
inl BT, The elder son. who inherited all the estotes, was Williom Thomas
Cavendish 1843-15878) but he died two years afier his Father a1 the age of
35, The second ehdest son Charles Tyrell Cavendish, who had married in
1873, moved inte Crakemarsh Hall following the death of Lady Couon
Sheppard the previous year.
Al the estates then passed into the hands of his son, Henry Sheppasd Han
Cavendish, (1876- 1948), Army Officer and o noded explorer and traveller
predominanly in Alfric He sald Thomton Hall estate m 1905 100 Mr
Whitewonh who in wm sold it again afier two years w Mr Henry
Willizm Harris. It was then evemually acquired by the Reverend Mother
51 Chare, in 1917, The Hall was then known as Thomion College -
Convent of Jesus and Mary - an independent day and boarding school for
girls from the age af 4 ¥ 10 16 years.
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SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
SIR THOMAS SHEPPARD BART
WHO DIED AT THIS PLACE ON THE 215T NOVEMBER 1821
IN THE 75TH YEAR OF HIS AGE
ALSD
T0 ELIZABETH FIRST WIFE WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
0N THE 27TH OF SEPTEMBER 1800
M HER 43RD YEAR
SHE WAS THE ONLY CHILD OF THE REV® COTTON. D.CL
OF CRAKEMARSH HALL IN THE COUNTY OF STAFFORD
BY HIS WIFE HESTER MARIA ONLY CHILD AND SOLE HEIRESS
OF SIR CHARLES TYRRELL BART OF THORNTOM
SIR THOMAS MARRIED SECONDLY MARGARET
SISTER OF JOHN BEARDSWORTH ESQM
OF ENFIELD TN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX
BY WHOM HE HAD NO ISSUE AND WHO DIFD AT UTTOXETER
ON THE 23"2 OF DECEMBER 1813
1 AND WAS BURIED [N THE PARISH CHURCH OF THAT PLACE

L]



B LOVIRG MIERORY OF
HENRY WILLIAM HARKIS

N LOWING MEMORY OF
HENEY WILLIAM HARRIS
OF THORNTOM HALL
™ THE COUMNTY OF BUCKINGHAM
BORN 157 MARCH 1851

DIED 4™ NOVEMBER 1943
AND OF HIS WIFE
MALD ANNETTE

LETITIA ELIZABETH

Bk 230 DECEMBER 1852

DIED 24™ AUGLIST 1950
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SACRED T0 THE MEMORY OF
SIR THOMAS COTTOM SHEPPARD BART
OF CRAKEMARSH HALL IN THE COUNTY OF STAFPORD,
AMD THORNTOM HALL, BUCKS
HE WAS BORN ON MARCH 32 1785 : MARRIED DEC® 10™ 1522,
TOMARY ANN DAUGTHER OF THE REVY GEORGE TURNOR ;
AN DHED APRUL $TH 1548, AT RYDE ISLE OF WIGHT,
AGED 83 ; AND 15 BURIED HERE
HIS WIDXOW PLACES THIS TABLET IN GRATEFUL RECOLLECTION
OF (NE MOST JUSTLY BELOVED AND REGRETTED,
ALSOOF
DAME MARY ANN COTTON SHEFFARD,
WIDOW OF SIR THOMAS COTTON SHEPPARD, BART.
DIED SEFTEMBER 26T 1572 1N HER 50T YEAR

POOLE
WESTMINSTER (LOMNDON)




Chapler 11
CRAKEMARSH IN THE 18™ CENTURY

As poted previously, in the carly 18th ceniury, William Cotton, Esquire
of Crakemarsh, bought a considerable amount of land to enlagge his estae
o Crkemarsh, We are forunate 1o have maps of these bangds, prepared h}'
Will Lamder when he surveyed the estates for the purchaser, William
Cotton Esq.  Alll these neaps are in the Willian Salt Library in Siafford.

hlap § of the Crakomanh Fslate 1786 by Wikl Lander.

g



Mhap K shess g estale o Crabemardy in (he same year, Trom the Bevenmd Ar, Willsss [Erosme
of Hurisn an Tresi.

Thus William Cotton wis able o leave a considerable estate 1o has eldest
som and heir, the Reverend William Cotton, who later became Reveremd
Dir. William Cotton LLID, when he became a Doctor of Law.

Several maps of this period are of Lady Tyrell’s lands in this area. These
maps are with the Crakemarsh maps a1 the County Becord Office. This
would be due to the fact that Sir Charles and Lady Tyrell’s only child and

40



herrees, Hester Maria, marmed the Beverend Dr Cotton n 1755, Thus all
the Tyrell properties and the Crakemarsh properties went 1o the Reveremd
Doctor and his wife Hester. A portion of one of these maps is shown as
Map L below,
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L
Nlap M s @ sevilom of the large Fxiate Map of Urakemarsh, dasad 1778,

There 1% a book of names accompanying Map M listing the owners and
tenans and feld names of this lange area — a sample page is shown
belbow,
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The impontance aitached o rees because of their commercial value can
be seen on these old maps: they are often marked as 0" for oak rees and
“A" for ash trees and a count is made of them on the Reverend Browne's
Estate Mop K. The black rectangle shown on Map M is the roof of
Crakemarsh Church,  The avense of trees on the enstern side of the
Church consisted of red elm trees. 1 remember the last vao of teese elms,
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T last of the rodl clow on e avenos Erom h Ladpe to Urakemarsh Hall The asense of
brews qan b e on [br Cotten's map of 1775 Crabomansh (Vap ML Pholo Johs Walleor 1990

The ancient amd noble family of Tyrell had lived a1 Thomton Hall,
Buckinghamshire, for centuries and were descendanis of the Tyrells of
Souih Ockendon in Exssex,

Why did Lady Tyrell own kands near Unoxeter in Siaffordshire? 1 think
the Follewing reason must be correct. alihoogh it is always dangerous o
assume amything in historical research. As can be seen from the Tyrell's
family tree below, Sir Charles Tyrell’s mother was Hester Blount and his
grandmother was Frances Blounl The Blounts were a very ald Famaly,
whiose name was given 1o several local propemies and ancas, such as
Blowunt's Green. The ancient family of Blount had arrived in this country
as military knights and squires — with their compatriot and leader.
Willizm the {‘1np|;ﬂ! = in G On the Crakemarsh maps, Lady
Tyrell’s extane 12 dhown in the Willslock and Siranashall arcas.



Blount was their family name, which had been anglicised from the
French. They came from the Guivres area in Mormandy and were then
kmvvm as Le Blond.

Throaugh the favours of Willinm the Congueror they soon amassed lorge
extates — maknly in Derbyshire and S1affosdshire. Anthe beginning of the
bk century, the sca of the leading branch of the family was a1 Bamon
Blount, sbowt twelve miles from Uioxeter. They moved to Utioxeter after
building Blount™s Hall there i 1380, Demolished in 1770, the presem
day Bloant's Hall farm 15 2 sisccessor,
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Although only partinlly conceming Cmkemassh - through Daoctor
Cattons’s wife and inheritance - it is interesting to mote 3 comment in the
Survey of Utioxeter Manor, taken in 1629, This refers to the “ancient Luwd
of the Blouns™ The estae at that time -500 acres- belonged 10 Sir
Thomas Pope Blount and was let owt 1o tenanis. Yes, the lands of the
Blounts were desenbed as “ancient™ in 1629°



Tyrell Family Tree

Elr Thowriss Tysell masriend Frances Biooni
d.1708 d.1689

Sir Hawry Tyrll mariedt Hewter Blount
1708 a 1782

Sir Chirsen Tyrell marfd Jass Ekzatath Selon
BATOE d 1748

Heter haria Tyroll marrgd 1755 Dr. Willkem Cotign
41778 d 1782

After their marriage, Hester and Dr Williom Cotton took up residence at
Thoenton Hall and began their alterations to the mansion house. Their
only child Elizabeth was bom in 1758,

Dr Cotton”s mother was stll living st Crakemarsh m the Manor Howse,
Ths |1cr|nt.| 1% recorded 1n {..'hap‘lr.-r 10 and detaals Eluzabeth's vasits o her
gradmother at Crakemarsh. Elizabeth rnamied wien she was 16 - 1o her
seeondd cousin and close neighbour, Thomas Sheppard, who was 28, Their
family line is shown on the first family tree in Chapter 10, OF their four
children, Maria was married but had no family and died at 22, the eldest
sin William Thomas died a1 25 withowt chilelren.

Elizabeth Sheppard, nee Cotton died in 1800 aged 42, leaving hushand
Thesmas Sheppard with a son, Thomas, and a dasughter, Elizabeth. Cld
Mrs Cotton ot Crakemarsh had died aml Thomas Sheppand is listed as
being 11 Crakemarsh in the directory of 1793, His son Thonas ook the
additional name of Cotton — becoming Thomas Cotton Sheppard in 1806,
when he was Il He was then ot Thormon Hall and was Sheriff of
Buckingham in 1813, He mamied Mary Ann Tumer. daughter of the
Reverend Ceorge Tumer ol Lincoln; they had o chibdren. Sir Thaenas

Aty



Cotton Sheppand's gster Eliabeth Sheppard married Thonas Hart, of an
old Unoxeter family and a wealthy banker of Chunch Strect, Unioxeter.

Hir Thomns Cotton Sheppard and Mr Thomos Hom of the Bonk House,
Church Street, paid for the beautiful new Enst Window to be put into
Unoxeter Clhurch during its rebuilding of the 1830

The Fanl windaw of Uitoscler church. Ereeted in the esurse of the churebes eobasidisg of (3340
T sitdirm cond £256 amd Wi pakd far by Sic Thonas Coten Sheppand ssd Thomas Har.

In 1629 John Hort is listed as holding 283 acres of land around Uttoxeter,
His parents, Willinm amd Annie Hart, in 1637 gave a sibver Chalice to the
Church: it weighed 10% ounces.



Bank Wewse, (hurch St Uttosetor-Hesie of Mr and M Thomas Han - Parosts of
Fliabih, The original bupe casd inen bask bl bs diu.  hoio b Walloer 199,

After Thomas Han's death, Elizabeth banle the Matomal School for
Unexeter in Bradley Strect. Elizabeth’s father, old Thomas Sheppard,
was crested o Baronet in 1809 - Sir Thomas Sheppard, He wos muarried
for o second time, his wife being Margaret Beardsworth, Dame Margaret
died in 1813 and Sir Thonmas m 1822, The title now passed 1o his son
Thivmaas Cotton Sheppard who came o live al Crakemarsh with his wife,

Sir Thomas amd Lady Cotion Sheppard immediately embarked on the
mEssive work of 'hql'tldi:ng Crakemrsh Hall — onto ansd around the ¢1i>.|ing
Mamor House, Much of the old Manor House was lell “in siie™ and walls
and rooms were incorporated inlo te new structure.

Before going on o the chapter on the building of Crokemarsh Hall, we

mast record what is known aboat Crukemarsh Church and its demolition,
which must have occurred between 1780 and 1820,

4%



Chagser 12

CRAKEMARSH CHURCH

Sometimes referred 10 25 Crakemarsh Chapel. although local people, who
kv of it through handed-down information from their families, always
seerm 1o refer to it as Crakemarsh Church, The exact period of its
existence is mo keown bt it cenainly existed for several hundred years.

Mup of By, Dr. Coftan's Crakrmarh Eviats | 775 The River Dave b showe on the right.
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Looking at the map of the Reverend Doctor Colton's estale al
Crakemarsh dated 1775, there is a simple drawing of the Church, thus
also giving ils situation and it is probably the only sketch of this Church
i existence,

O the dnventory of the estate, listed im 1775, we read as follows: “The
Rectory Globe™ - The Chappel Yard, having an area of one acre, [wo
roads and six perches”.

More recently - in the twenticth century - Mr amd Mrs Charlie Clowes
lived st Crakemarsh Farm, Mrs Clowes, neé Allen, originated from Eson
Hall Farm across the River Dove from Crakemsrsh.




In the course of my visits 1o the fam, as a baker, three times weekly, Mrs
Clowes on occasions would mention the church to me. Unforunaiely, 1
was young amd uninterested in recording historical detail. One day she
mentioned o me that there hid been gravestones. i the Charchyard and
wlss what hesd happiened b them - bat 1 just conmid remember what she
told et

Her son Colin had been a choirboy at nearby Stramshall Church in the
19305, Stramshall has quite o new church, bailt about 1856, Colin tokd
mee thait he was puzzled h:,- ihe very well-wom stgps which led ot of the
vestry o the church. Colin mentioned this 1o his mother and she said
thait ihe steps were ariginally from Crakemarsh Church.

Some time agoe | went into Stmmshall Church 1o see these steps and they
v:m:u'nly have not received their wear in Stromehall Church, Made of a
smooth, pale York Stone worn in a central area — judging by the shape of
this wear — 1 would suggest that previoasly they would have been set in
front of a narrow doorway or opening. Mot in connection with a wide
double gated entrance, such as is the case in their present situation,

The worm sicps in Strassball dhurch. The soll-wem movens side and s isfilling cos cleardy be
sori. Plesto Joks Walker 1790,
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Francis Bedfern, the b cenury historian of Unoxster, mentions
Crakemarsh Church in his first edition of 1836 and also in his secomd
edition of 1881 — A History of Uttoxeter. The first edition reconds thar

=hlary Elosd, a native of Spaih. sod wid b have boen e bnl person baplinad in Crakemank
Chmrchi, diend & Bew vears sinoe a1 U inasenen, o v age of 7, Sarah Beod i e dasghicr of
Wil ared Ao Berdnall of Urakemarsd aod was baried in Utioseier Charch yamd sloag wiith
her parsats. ler age i rcarded o the gravesinse m 1037,

Redfin mistakenly refers o “Mary Blood” — whereas her name on the
gravestone is Sarah Blood - although, possibly she could have been
known locally as Mary. The stome records this remarkable recond of
hongevity and also shows that the burials of this Crakemarsh family took
place at Unoxeter — as Crakemarsh Church was closed down before Mrs
Bednall's death in 1780 and of course before Stramshall Church was
buill. The family gravestone is now laid fiai - at the spot indscated on the
sketch below,
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Wording on the Bednall's Gravestone

HERE
Bt ke basdy of Ann
T widfe ol Villism Hednall
of Urakemardy wha departed this life
Jan the 25h s Lhe year
ol sur LORD L7800 gl 74 years

AR5
T sl Wil Bedinsll b
hed Fals Eudl 1796 aged W1

Al Sarwl Blood their daughicr
Wi dbed Z% Amgent 1513
apod LBS years

A
CrantEL Peok 7
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STONES A arane

Penition of Brdnall pravmbonr in Liowter graseyard,

The sceomnd edition of Redfiem's History mentions Crakemarsh Charch as
follovws:

*Crakemard Charch wan il sasding in b bt contury asd @ shert Sme age 3 man was &l
ivirg ks emeniie red Bt b the Choarch and he grasestones swanding srsind § o well”

The oldest of these very sparse references to the church is found in

“Histonical Collection for Staffordshire™, Volume 1915, The entry reads
“Crabemansh Chapel, nel mostioncd in 887 fetarn smlnoguomt G thal of 1533 - when Dhive was o
Cursle bere = Hagh Ferksn®,



The three footpaths which bed 10 the Church are sull in existence oday.
Omne comes from ihe Eaton Hall area to the north cast and another serves
all the Stramshall area from the west. The path from the south - the
Unoxeter and Spath area - is a mised fostpath which can be seen on my
photograph of the Lord's Meadow. The new BS030 raad cuts throagh the
path on s direct joumey o Rocester.

The ralsrdl fondbpaib ver ihe Land's Meadew fo the e of Crakiemand {barch, Pari of ihe
new read (o Horeder b under combreciion in he foregreund | 1988 The new rosd wos buil (o
the sotilh of Crabemarh and by passed Combaidge. The huge bevch roe dicd a couple of years
lacer dise = | ihisk = jo drsaghl,  Phsio Jobn Walker 1955,

The comstruction of this raised p.uwwu.y mwust have entailed a consklersble
amunl of work, but it must have been a blessing 10 people who could
only travel on foot. The roads of Tudor England were not hard surfaced
but were deeply nutted by horses, cans and camiages. mostly doep in mud.
but in hot, dry weather they were hard, bumpy and made choods of dust.

The gateway for the can"ug: drive amld into the park was male near o
South Lodge, demwlished in 1970, The gateway consisted of two stone
gate phers and a wrought iron gate. Construction of this entrance area was
done in the 18205 10 complement the building of the Holl by Sir Thomas
Cotton Sheppard. Walls of dressed stone were buill - about four feet in
height and Nnished with dressed coping stones, The wall from the left
hamd gate pier was only about six yards in bength before it joined the
fencing of South Lodge. The wall on the right hand side was about thiny
vards in length coming up to the roadway and bounding a small planting

=



of trees, On the Geld side of this plamiang the wall continued but was quite
infierior to the “best ssde™

For this piece of walling — enclosing the spinney — it appears that stones,
possibly from the demalished Church, were used. Completely different
frowms the more exact and befter cut stones of the gmrulcr:lmm:\e. Alsas this
fiekl wall does not have the well cut dimensions of the copings of the
berer wall - instead it is coped with bits and pleces of stone, albeit well
set in monar, and this has cemtninly siood the test of time!

= o 5 .
Sitr of odd {rakemands Cherch in Chapd Vand, Phote Jolin W
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The Church site here has o hard base which can be found only @ coaple of
inches below feld level. No reference can be found Tor the removal of the

Charch, but it must have been late 18th century, perhaps 179 or even as
late ns 1801,
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Chageer 13
THE BUILDING OF CRAKEMARSH HALL

Pluns for the hall were deown up by the great archatect of the day - Tocal
man James Trubshaw. He was bom a1 Haywood in 1777 and died
nearby Colwich in 1853 where he was buried there close w the Treat and
Mersey Canal upon which he worked as an engineer. Trubshaw was also
u Master storemason, builder amd surveyor, His srchitect business was
Trubshaw angd Johmson of Lichfiehd, Tobmeon was mamed o Trebshaw s
daughter. James Trubshaw's brother Henry also worked For them,

Sir Thomas Cottonn Sheppard was a friend of Trubshaw’s and stoed as a
guarantor for & £1000 that a Manchester City building woukd be
completed on time,

He carved the stone memaonal to Sir Thomas Sheppard’s secomd wafe
Dame Margaret - which can be seen on the nonh wall of Unoxeter
Church.




Before cominumg with Trubshaw's bailding of Crakemardh Hall it would
surely not be out of place to mention perhaps his finest work. He
confounded the opinions of engineers of his day when they said it wos not
possible (o build 2 single span stone bridge of 200 feet. This beautiful
bridge the Grosvenor Bridge over the River Dee at Chester is the largest
simghe span stone bridge in the world.

Trebshaw designed many Staffordshire Churches. His rebuilding of
Uttoxeter Church was finished in 1828 - the 13th century tower remains
original. Trentham Hall and am Hall were designed by Trubshaw,

The building of Crakemarsh Hall meant that 5ir Thomas and Lady Cotion
Sheppard would have to move out of the Manor House, They did this and
mawved into the newrby Gorden House, which was big enough o
aceommodate them and their staff, W are fortunate to have o driwing of
this house drawn in 1841 by Sir Thomas Coton Sheppard’s niece and
heiress Elizabeth Maria Margarct Har This vear - 1841 — was the year
of her wedding to the Honourable Richard Cavendish, On the back of the
drawing Elizabeth had wntten “The O1d Cotlage Crakemarsh 18417,

Ther {30 Cotagr, {rabrmach U8 | baswn on The Giandes N or Cottage.
T gt By bt S lairds Mlarganat Maan, |astew it yar et mmaivhid RRhand Caidislibe
Dhraeing ceartiy GoelTrey Cavrndeh.



A sovond dirawing of e Ganden Heuse st Crakemand by Flicabeth Mards SMangared Hard,

The second drawing. undated, shows more detadl of the ‘round picce’ at
the end and the hatchment on the wall above. This was chviously done
afier the 1841 drwing as the roof has been tiled and some of the fininls
remhved,

The Garden House as il is woday consisis of the largest building with the
“round piece’ — the other two buildings to the right have been removed, as
alse has the decortive emtrance porch. The demolition of the two
huil-l.ﬁng_s musl have laken place in the 1%h cenlury - a decorative hu'p:
board was then put around the eaves of the entire howse.

I am indebied to Mr Geoffrey Cavendish for leiting me have these two
old copies of the Garden House - drmwn by Elizobeth, his great
grandmother, amd captioned by Geoffrey,

The Hall was buili in the 1820 and re-occupied by Sir Thomas and Lady
Cotton Sheppard. The following is an early anist’s impression of the new
Hadl,



CRAKFMARSH HALL

ther ihe mssing pom, ddithens wire mady, s @ the csvering in of
hﬂmﬂp&ulﬂl}rﬂ-irﬂ_}lumhwmm

The most notable festure of the new Crkemarsh Holl was  the
nu_gn'tﬁl:ml staarcase, which hfted upwards T the hall in three I'J't_ghL\.
male from cak and chesmut, with a heavily moulded hamd rail, carved
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bannisters and newel posts, with acom linials, This stagrcase is thought by
many 1o have been the work of Grinling Gibbons, Royal Master Wood
Carver to five Kings and Queens of England - from King Charles Il o
King Geoge 1. He worked for Sir Christopher Wren on the interior
carang of 51 Paol's Cathedral, and lived from 1648 10 1721, The
sladrcase canml now be deliniely aseribed 1o Gibbons.

Grinling Gibbons specialised in the carving of flowers, animals and birds
his usual sign is the peacock,

The sairs o Crakems e Hall

This sign can be found on the landing bannister of the Crakemarsh stairs.
It i= thought that the staircase, which of course predated the Hall by
nearly twir centurics, wis remwved from i demolished hall in the South of
England, and mcorporated into the néw bailding by Trubshaw m the early
19h century for Sir Thonsas Cowon Sheppard.

L1



The previous Mansion House was ai the Eastern end of the new Hall -
behind the new grand entrance. In the 1980°s when the hall was standing
derelict when | was beoking up 1 the ceiling of one room | noticed that
the plaster work comice was overlapping the one used in the previous
room there. [t was hardly noticeable ar first but #owas most evident when
studied.

Hathmsen is Litioweter d hurch, Pista Jehn Walker,



o of Sir Thomas Colten Shcppand's crest in Utiowcier Church. Phlo John Walker.

The: hatchment shows:
- the ram which is the crest of the Sheppands
- the eagle, the crest of the coftons
the mill rinds, the cnsst ol the Turmor family
{a mill rin is the central iron fixing in the mill stone)

&l



The mid-18th century saw the improvement of romds throughout the
country, This was achieved by the creation of Tumpike Trusts who
ilnprluul the roads h:. |hing the nn'cipl of tolls i|1||'u,'|lml on road users,

In previows centuries, all s wene in a very poor condition — deep
holes, ruts deep with mud and in Fact very linle bevel surfsce and were
quite difficult 1o use, either on foot of on horseback or in any conveyance,
It not only required effort but a great deal of time to tvel the roads,

These poor s were kept passable by the people of the panshes,
theoisgh which the roads passed. A Steward of the Parish would detail the
meen bz requined for the rosd repairs, and they would hove o go with their
horse and cant, if they hsd theme Stones would be fetched and n.:p:lin
effected. This woulkl all be without nny payment and often amounted o
one day per week. The Steward would detail others for the following day
and soon throughoat the week or il the repairs were fintshed.

Dis=eniiom was ot wsual, as meosi men were ienanis of the Lord of the
Manor! As also was the Stewand!! Each of the seven roubes oul of
Unoxeter was wmpiked. The Uttexeter 1o Ashboume rosd was wwmpiked
al Crakemarsh in 1763, when the Toll House and fis gate wese
constrsched

Tallgite Havivae st e ol Unlicter Rodanir Bised Crakemarh o DE0L. Photo Jalas Wallern

The Toll House was first occupied by William ond Ann Bednall,
mentioned previously in comnection with Cmkemarsh Church. Thw.::.' sl
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have comssdered themselves forunate 1o get the tenancy. The house was
of course newly built and a good exchange for their old cotage ckewhere
in Crakemarsh. Revenue was obtained from the road users according o a
tanifT hoard affixed near the gobe: the latler was Kept closed with bock and
key. Charges were msbe for all wheeled vehicles — hosses and other
animals. This wll money was used by the Tumpike Trosiees to keep the
road in good repair, also the Toll Howse and gate, any bradges, signposts,
milestones and of course the toll gate keepers” wages.

The dictionary defines a wmpike a5 “n tuming frame bearing spakes that
15 wsedl a5 & barrier on a road of a bridge 1o protect against sudden atack.
The barrier would have 1o be wred 1o allow passage. The Middle
Enmglish word for such a barrier was a twumcpike. Because of this will
gates were called mmpikes and eventually the word became synnymous
with any roadd which had toll gates, The only difference was the toll gates
didn’t have spakes

Legiskation was in place for criminal a5, such os bypassing the gotes or
ussaulting the gote-keeper. Prosecution incurred fines of wp 1o forty
xhillirlp:. The Toll Howse is sl sclu.mlins but 1 underwent many
alierations in the 1930's | remember it a5 a red brick coitage with a
sapdstone pillar and endrance door at the roasdside comer. The windows
were made up of small lozenge shaped panes, quite attractive with their
stone sills,

ok BEATE
Lot TacdE
C A sl i

Toll Gate cofinge, Crakemarh « o | ressember it



Chapeer 14
CRAKEMARSH IN THE 19™ CENTURY
With Sir Thomas Cotten Sheppard and his wile now installed in the new
respdence, it will be as well it we look a1 ancaber Family tree 1o follow the

family foruncs.

The chan below follows on from the second chart in Chapter 10;
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Sir Thomus Cotton Sheppard died in 1845 but his wife Lady Cotton
Sheppard lived on &t Crakemarsh Hall wnil 1872 Ahbough ar Sir
Thomas's death, Crakemarsh and Thomten Hall were vested in Elizabeth
blaria Masgaret, Sir Thomas's niece.

Elizabeth Han married the Honourable Richard Cavendish of Doveridge
Hall im 1841, They lived a1 Thomeon Hall for the remainder of thear lives.
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Detailed here is the line of descent of the Honourable Richard Cavendishe
The Cavendish family came from Postlingford in Suffolk, Thomas
Cavendish and his wife Alice hod two sons, George and William. Chd
Thawmes osccupaied a legal office, ax Clerk of the Pipes in the coart of King
Heary VIIL.

His eker son George was a gentleman usher 1o Cardinal Wolsey,
William, bom in 1505, probably staried out as o genileman servant in
Wolseyv's courd, Willinm Iter became Treasurer of the Bing's Chamber
and b the Court of General Surveyors.

Willizm Cavendish married Margaret Bostock in the 1 530s; they had one
som andl Four daul,'hlr.'ri. Only two |.1i|u_|!lj1l:¢r\ survived, !\'varut digd in
1540,

S Villiam Cavendinh, 1505 -
off

I"?-T.wmﬂ |l:- M of Hardwick,
¥ by prrmi B

h Sritiermnd Trmd,
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William Cavendish (his two yvoung daughters with him) married for a
second time to Elizabeth Parris in 1342: the three girls of this marriage all
died; Elizaheth dicd herself in childbirth in 1345,

William Cavendish became a Privy Councillor - Sir William Cavendish
in 1546, and was looking after the vwo girls from his first marriage.

s of ILardwick, paisd s the 1578% when Ihess was married o beor foa il beshand, Goonge
Taltsat the éth Esrll of Shrensbary.

The year following — 1547 - saw the death of King Henry VI and also
the third marriage of William Cavendish, His bride was the seveneen
ver old widow of old Roberi “:II'I.'}' and ihe 1|;|1,|gh|u|' of John Hardwick.
Elizabeth Barley, known 1o history as Bess of Hardwick, accepted Sie
William"s daughters as her own and she and Sir William had three sons
and five daughters, Two of these girks died as infanis. The three sons
were Henry, bom in 1550, William in 1551 and Charles bom in 1553,
One of Henry's godparents wis Princess Elabeth whe later becane
Queen Elizabeth 1. Sir William Cavendish bought Chatswonh for £600 in
1549

Hir Wiillinm Covenadish dicd in 1557 after ten vears of m:ln'.iilp: i Bess of
Hardwick; he was 52 years old and hs eldest son, Henry, becane b heir
Sir Henry Cavendish.



In 1552 the Manorial estate of Doveridge and also Tuthary Casile had
been grambed 1o Sie William Cavendish by the Crown. Sir William
develved these estates to his heir Sir Henry Cavendish, who laber built the
first seat of the Cavendishs™ at Doveridge

Sir Hewry Canrmdisg

When Sir Henry Cavendish was nineteen years of age, he married Grace
Talbot, an eight vear old girl, daughter of one of the wealthiest men in
England ~ the 6th Easl of Shrewsbury. A mamoge sranged by Henry's
mether, Bess of Hordwick, The ||1;||:r.i:|g¢ Tmsdu.nu,l i heir but Ifq'n::. had
at least nine illegitimae children and one of these, Henry Cavendish, the
cldest, was made Sir Henry"s heir.

Sir Henry Cavendish died in 1616, In 1611 Sir Henry he had settled the
DProweridge Estate on his natumal son, Henry Cavenslish, who hasd married
Bridget Wilkmghby of Waollaton, MNotinghamshire, the previous year,
161

Their son Francis Cavendish, bom 1618, married Dorothy Broughton: he
digdd 1630,

Their son Henry Cavendish, borm 1648, marmed Mary Tyrell and deed
168KS.

They had Fificen chibdren.

Their son William Cavendish, born 1682, marmed his cousin Mary Tyrell,



Their son Henry Covendish, born 1707, creted Bamomet Sic Henry
Cavendish in 1755 married Anne Pyne of Waterpark Co. Cork. He rebuilt
Doveridge Hall on the site of the original seat.

Their son Henry Cavendish, born 1732, mamied Samh Bradshaw, who
wits cresled Baroness Witerpark im 1792 - with remsinder 1o bher isoe
male by her hosband, Sir Henry Caversdish. He died in 1804

Their son Richard 2ml, Lond Waterpark, born 1765, masried Juliana
Cooper, He died 1830,

Their second son. The Honoursble Richard Cavendish, was bom in 1794,

Deorveridige Mlall Diammst of Laed W sterpark - g sketohied by Elinshech wife of the Hon Hicbad
Cavendih 1841,
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Cavendish Family Tree
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Richard Cavendish was an Ammy Officer and also the British Envoy 1o
Mogpoor, Being 47 years old when he masried Elizabeth Morsia Margarel
Haort of Utioxeter in 1341, they sturted the rebuiling programmes
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Thiwnton Hall a8 referred o carlier in Chapter 10, The Honourable
Richard Cavendish retired from the Ammy in 1848 and was gramied a
pension of £ 1000 per vear, a colossal sum at that time.

The cnuplc had mne children, three sons and aix d.ﬂl.l.#hm Elzibeth
died in 1858, but Richard Hved umil 1876, when his estates were
develved onto his chlest son. This was William Thonsas, born in 1843, as
will be seen from the tree at the beginning of this chaprer, He only lived a
couple of years after his inheritance, which then passed to his son. Henry
Sheppard Hart Cavendish,

The secomnd son of the Honourable Richard Cavendish was Charles Tyrell
Cavendish L.P.D.L.. bom in 184% He mamied Elizabeah Anme Dickinson
i 1873 and they followed Lady Cotton Sheppard at Crokemarsh, who
hod died the previous year, 1872,

Elizabeth Anne was the doughter of Robem Dickinson LP.D.L., of
Shotley House and Ebchester Hall, Coanty Drirham.

Charles Tyrell Cavendish (ook on the role of country squire and spent a
great deal of his time with shooting panies on the estate and elsewhere,
He was aleo a very aclive participam im the activities of the local
Foresters Lodge of Moasons sl Utioxeter. as will be seen from the
following account,

S Thewrsday. May Thb V08, Chepen Victarka's Beihilay, e Brerk bkial it (hee VARt
Ntari Hotel at 12 o'check and were comoyed o Reoesser in bralo, Bmther U7, Cavendish bt
his carvisge and pair Sar the oorasden. The original Bridge beilding wn is 180 roosnded B

b wrvival @ Dase Dridge Regester the party slghted ol the Nonh Kast end of fhe bridge, The
Srcreiary rrad the misaies of 3 Ladpe of Emerpemey calbd on ihe G5 August 1699, hebd al the
Lasige Momc, The Black Swean Ine, Ublsacter. s make armngemmst for the bying of the
Fomaad it stoser off Wher Dhoie Baiadge o8 Roprider, A sibrungoei minte dalod that the Lodge was
opaned on Lugust Sih, 199, (Mfionn and mem were In Masnks clotbing, ssourtvd by 3 troop of
Lt v wmad the pogl | bandl, They B I pr kan do the U sarter Whar, wheone
ey tmn.tdtulhml'h bsate, ot tbot camal v bsive thes wine comseyed e Rsteder.

Harr a precession wan fermed — led by the hand and the Yoomanry, followed By membors and
offier s of the Faresiers Lodge and mombers of the Provisdal Crasd Lidge of Saffordhine,
saiih full regalia, foar s of (he penons carndng o large Rilve,

The Ervifrrn abo carried thoee colomm, She lenic, Derke and Corinthian, mede of yew, wigh
magmificen regalin. There i 8 Marge plailorm ereebtd of et bridge b bl 500 Mefics mad
T,

Tt wremseny of laying the foosdatien dene win prifonsed by Jehin Eal of Shicasburs,
Provinial U sl Hmﬂwmﬂulwlnﬁﬂ-lklﬂdmﬂtlludﬂm
during the lmy . AR lhe don il pardy wore censvcand back io Uibater
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The Brother Hedglinsen basdod o diber deewed 0 Wor, Breo LE. Wessl whe cuamined ihe
Topadation doas in due form, afler which he scatlered corm on e done 35 3n qmhbom of ploly,
petired wine an i a5 an emblom of pregenty and ofl s s emidem of wmivenal bmesleno and
ol sl

Porflens of Scriptore were rosd sed e WAL dodlared ihai ibe foandatlon sienr was welll and

traly fived by the Ercthoom on Auged Bh B899, and had stood ghe tot of thee boands off e for

nearly hall & oostery. Bofere kaving the party wire plostograplsd by Beober Ho. Gover of

Ihnlu'l'h‘v proepend o Uralkemarsh 1all where they were endertained de @ st
recheredd loschoon by Heoo O, Canendish

Sdere- Crakemarh Hell, 1081 R8K
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MI‘[;. u.;'ri-ﬂ;w AT {I.I.'llHd.liH. urlrtu.'u._. [LETY

Jubiies Giroup of Foreben Lodge of $asons o Craleoand Hiall 34 Vay iS50,

Below are some additional notes on the Jubilee group at Crakemarsh
Hall. The photograph was taken sdjacent to the entrance portice of the
hall. which can be seen on the left,

Abfred IFarker wan a chomedd with a shop in Uligesoter High Sireet.

B Chamnier, partoes i 8 soliilor™s Baistew — Ceoper and Chaweer, Utloveter. John
Payne Hall, Carm Factar, High Sireet, Utlogeter,

Willliams Y ernon, Corm Miller at Fole ML later Sie Willlam Vermes

Charles Bunling, Wine Merchant and Brewer, Uilaurter,

FNY. Simipson, Prister of Shrewshiry . Henry Bagshaw, Groeer, Unlooeter - [uiher of
the Wel, Major Tons Bagsbaw, W LH. Fletcher, Dactor, Uouder. C.T. Cavendizsh,
Gzentleman, Crakemarsh Hall. Charles Taglor, Jotner ssd Clockense Maker,
Unosxcter. . Gireenslade, Village Doctor at Rocseer. E. Hodghison, Vet, Chirdh
Sareed, Liseweter. W. Tormamee, Commercial Traveller, Uitoxeter. 5. Keding. Timber
Mewwhant, Denstone, T.H. Rabone, Gasdener., AMon Tewers, JUE. Wood, a Builder an
Drerbyy, Bved bn Utloocier. )5, Urapper. MK U0 Bawers, Farmer ol Fole,

John Herbert Vernon, laie Sic John Herben Vernon, sea of Sic Willias Yermon ol
Fole,

The amech: concludexs below and although not dirsclly  concerming
Crakemarsh 1 ihink it is of historical interest beeatse it is not far froas the



Hall. 1 find it quite humorous ax [ have been in the sanse position al Spath
crossing:

“Wir uwd 10 mavt on the Themdays nrarcd the full meos and s wr gol the bl of e
masalighl whon driviag bose. | weed te come with Dr. G ocnlsde (Rogoaer dector) in bnogig -
sl iy & kg wall have | sd sl Spath - where sl nighl ihe ralluay gates wene shaays ¢lesad
mnal backord up. The mas in sbtendssce, In bed and sileop, bsd g be Teiched sul, and the walilsg
wan very g, o vremied s in e rain, e wiou mesd lhe cold® Very many nights | have slayed al
the Yhite Hart wism my fricndly brether nas oot availabde, A1 ose line sur officers were ol
living a proad distanor away, which meest 2 ey raila ey jsarey Gar g, ™

The amicle was written by Mr Samuel Kecling of Denstone.

Mr & Mrs Charles Tyrell Cavendish had one son. Twrell William
Cavendish bom in 1875, He was educated at Harrow, At Crakemarsh he
ws tught the ant of horse riding, by the coachman Alfred Turvey,

The Crakemarsh Estate was now owned by the Sith Loed ‘Waterpark,
Henry Sheppard Han Cavendish, as will be seen from the tree at the
beginning of this chapier, In 1900 Lord Waterpark decided 1o sell the
Crakemarsh Estate, This forced C.T, Cavendish and his wife, who were
renting the property, to either buy it or move out,

Thus om June 19th 190G the sale took plsce and Mr & Mre CT.
Cavendish bought the Hall and 11s immediate estate with the money given
to Mrs Coverlish by her faher. Mr Dickinson, as their wedding
setlement,

On the following pages can be seen details, phobos and floor plan from
the 1900 catalogue of the sale of the Crakemarsh Esate.



1) Catalogue for sabe of Crakemarsh Estate.
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Chagter 15
THE TITANIC AND A TALE OF HEROISM

When Mr oand Mrs Tyrell William Cavendish made it knovwn 10 his
mather, Mrs E.A. Cavendish an Crakemarsh Hall, that they were all going
to travel o America on the maklen vovage of The Thanic, Mrs Cavendish
was most distraught 3t the news. She hod a premonition that the liner
would go down and woeuld have liked 1o prevent her only son and his wifie
from making this joumey, This was nod possible but she strictly forbade
them from king the two sosall boys with them - Henry was nearly 3 2
and Geoffrey nearly | %% years old.

" T Titamke
M Cavenchish's late husbhand had a sister, Mrs Emily Mundy also a
widow, without any children, whe lived at Markeaton Hall, Derby. The
parents agroad b bt the children stay with Mrs Mundy while they went (o
Americe, She was theair great aunl anid the children wene very fond of this
Tovely, kind hearted old lady, Mrs Mundy was one ol the nine chibiren of
the Hon. Richard Cavendish and his wife Elizabeth Maria Margaret.



Alarbeston |Hall, Derhy

The Titanic was due 0 leave Southampion on Wednesday, April 1(th
1912, One can imagine the husthe andd bustle of the kst few days, mking
the children from their home at Lintke Onn Hall, to stay with Mrs Mundy.
then Mr amd M T.W. Cavendish and their maid leaving for
Southampton (o board the great liner

Towar phetuiirs oo Mvs M umdy

Mot only wos it Mrs E.A, Covendish 01 Crakemarsh who had o dreadiul
premonition  ahout the Titanic on i maiden voyage, but apparently her
sin, Mr T.W, Cavendish was uneasy showt it fooe This 15 ominowsly
brought 10 mind as one realises his will was dated Twesday, Aprl $h -
the day before the depariure.
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T.W. Cavenclish added a codicil o his will Later in the day - this was o
provide a legacy of £2000w Mr AN, Baker, described as his motor man,
and his only octher begacy apam from that of his estate to his wife and
children,

As The Titanic ke the dock on Wadnesiday, 0 namowly missed collsding
with the Unived States passenger boat New York. Towed out by wgs, the
limer was so0n on it way 10 015 first part of call - Cherbsourg in France.

Thee Titanic under sicam

Leaving Cherbourg the Titanic cruised to Queensiown in Southern
lreland for its kst port of call, before cnaising over the Morth Atlantic at o
fast 22 knods, hoping t0 capture the Blue Riband for the fasiest ever
Adlantic cnming. E:r cay and nighﬂ o sumpluous hile af ¢I¢pnc\: aml
refinement was enjoved by the liner's clientebe - amongst them were
some of the wealthiest people in the world, many of them nwuli-
milliomaires, in 1912,

Mr Crompton Milker describes the scene aboand the Titanic on Suncay,
April 1dih - hours belore the liner struck the iceberg - at 1140 pom,
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Wt Torvars of thet Noaih Atlantic,

Mystery sull surrounds why the legendary 1P, Morgan cancelled his
berth at the last moment on his ship's historic maiden vovage. He would
doubtless have been displeased, when on leaving Southampton docks, his
prize liner marrowly escaped collision with a ULS. passenger boat. But
dcrmli.iinj';_ For him ix the j\m-ia! Bruce Ismay, Chairman of the While Siar
shapping bine, which Morgan's Imemational Mercantile marne recenly
acquined.

Pacing the decks [ dream about the London which opens on my returm -
the sumpuous balls, the Derby, Ascot, Henley Regotta, But for the
moment, Captam Smith’s end of voyage feast tomomow might 15 all that
maiters.”

1500} people on board the Titanic wene never going to see tomorrow aight
- let abone the feast. Fificen minutes before midnight on that Sunday
night ais the Titanic sped through the bce idden waters 400 miles South of
Labrador, the “look om” reporied: Il..'n:l'n.:q: aheml. Ax every schoalboy
kows, the peril of the iosherg i4 in the massive unscen portion below the
water line. 'Within minutes the Titanic was momally crippled with the
impact, There were 2340 people on board and enough lifeboat seais for
1178 people, The first lifehoat (o leave hod in it 3 millionaires including
Bruce lsmay, managing director of the Tranes White Star Line, Anather
boal contained all men, bat on the whale the boats were Nibad oa the
“women and children first” principle.

T. W, Cavendish put his wife and her maid, Miss Barber, into 2 boat b
he remained on the deck, helping o G the boats aml keep discipline.

£



THE SCENE OF THE DISASTER,

=
CANADA

Ralio distress calls were seml oul — there were five other ships within a
300 mile radivs. The nearest ship was “The Califomian’ only 20 miles
from the Titanic. It could have seen the Titanic but it did not sec it or pick
up the distress signal, The Carpathia heard the signal at midnight and
imnﬂlial.cly turmed round amd Beaded for the disaster area. It amived a4
am. Monday moming, finding only boats and rafls with survivors - the
umsinkable Tianke was gone. People were still clinging on o pieces of
wreckage — many had perished in the sub-zero lemperturnes.

Ome of the eye wilnesses 1o the rescue from the Corpathion reported;

=k i it wors st hall day we came upen @ besl with |3 men in @ bl so womo. 11w e
mare ihan a ihird Glled. AN e e were abile o glimb up @ Jacob's ladder which we theen over
B pard side. Evory ome of Shom sas glvon o gl of brasdy or o muosch coffer as he wanind, The
werk of geiting the pasengers sver the sides of the Canpathian was aitrsded by the mest boart
rending soenes, Betwnmm K18 and K80 vy gt ol bl fwa baats, orossdd o (b ganaake, all the
mrywpanis of which were women. While we wore pulling in ihe ot bads the womm sene gubel
enough, bl whes i shomed sore that we shouhl nst fied any mere persos alive, then Ecdlam
camie, The habies were coying. masy of the womon were byserbal, while many of e wore
harvfost aed witheut head pear. We nover wani b go Shrosgh thi sgain, The way o womm
“imsok om' For ihe folk ik had ki was auful. We ssuld sol do anyihing éo quision them snil
ey bl Dbl o mil.”
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In a while after picking up the b survivors e Carpathian swung round
PASSENGERS WHO WERE SAVEIL

and secamed westward — on course for Mew York. Called ‘the ship of
with griefl aml men whose eyes were haumted with horror, The Carpathian

hushards they woakl never see again. She had women who were mad
docked 3t New York on Thursday, April 18th.

Somow” the Carpathian had on board 70 widows, weeping for the
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Archibald Gracie was a Colonel in the LLS, Army and had one of the
masl extraordinary escapes from the sinking Titanie, As the ship was
going under, Colonel Gracie jumped from the top deck and was sucked
diwn in the fearful vorex of the plunging vessel, Colonel Gracie gave
the exact tinse of the sinking - his waich stopped an 2.22 am. on contact
with the sea water. He was later to give the accoun below,

~Afer sinking it apprancd m il | was gropdiod thrsugh the waler by ssme geral faror — o il by
eaploniens. lanuserahle temghts of 8 perumal natere baving relation 1o mrstal depanky
Mashed hrough my hrain, | ihoaght of thone @1 Bome, @ i my spiril mighi go i them o sy
pooed-rye, forvver. Again and agsin | prayed for deliveraner, althoagh § G sare Bl the o had
cimmi, | haed ke grvales difficully @ holdiog my breatl until | come b e surface, | kaes (hat
o | imbialind, the waler weubd s lTomie me | anck oar with o8 my sesgih Fer b seifsce, |
gl 1o e alr ageis - sfier o e which womnd b one fo b anmding, Thene woes sol hisg in dghi
- sdne the seran, datted with and sdtrewn with large masaes of nreckage. g men and womos
bl v were gromsing sd o isg ploeml,

The second officer smd Mr, LB, Thayer jor, nho were veinening sear me, okl me e josi
helory my had apprared abose the water, eac of Thaalc's fusscls scparaged sad Foil apari nesr
e, scallering e baddics in e wiber, | s winikige cvirywhere, gsd all (hat daime i feach |
chng be"

Colonel Gracie tokd how al last by moving from one piece of wreckage to
another he reached a cork ruft,



S the rall ot s Tull that i sormed o i shic would dnk il eey mece came sl ber.
Tt aryw, Tor sell-premvation, hed therpfere o reluss o permit gay otbars b qlmb sbosrd,
Wi was the moni patbaiic ssad horrible some of all. The plivous cries of B srosnd w ring in
oy e, w1 will Femmler them 1o my &y g day. We prayed (hisagh all vl woary alght. and
IBEFE WS HEVER & il whin our prayers did sl rise abeve the wave, Sen, whe ol kg
g B have Fargodion bow jo sddees elr Cresion, rocalied ihe prayons of thelr childhood,
Togcthor ne sald the Lomd's Frapor apsin ind agsin.™

Mr T.W. Cavendish was last seen alive on the deck of the Tianic after all
the boats were filled - he was seen talking to his friend just before they
both jumped owerboand from 2 beight of 60 feet. In the Ulioxeler
Advertisgr of May Sith 1912, the I‘nl'llm':irlg marvelbous irbule o the
bravery of Mr T.W. Cavendish i recorded for all ime.

HOW MERCAVENDISH DIED
Hernic and unselfish fo the lnst.

Mr AB. Moms, formerly of Doveridge, who will be remembered by
many in Uitoxeter, writes to the Utoneter Advertiser from Mew York,
giving authentic panticulars of the last words of Mr Tyrell Coavendish, son
of Mrs Cavendish, of Crukemarsh Hall, Uttoxeter, who it will be
remembered, penshed in the sinking of the Tanse, Mr Momris murmed
the only daughier of Mr Thomas Mellor, formerly Suaton Master a
Unoxeter, some 14 years ago, and has been in New York aboul seven
years, He writes os follows:

“Thrsugh 1w of the sirvihers | am ablk e 1ol you thal yeoer scighbear, M. Tyl Cavendish,
wan e of (e Iveroes be S wnlormesate dnkisg of fhe Timsic, He di grest wark i belping in
placy women and childnen in b Bloboats O iosching soone, s dsld fo me by bwo wriven,
wan when be placed s wifr in the beat, and said *Good-hyr dear, §will be with you soa®. T
syl o e shiip ol e last bol wirs filled, sl with ervalvee i hasd be Rept ol by ssen
it wawe irying io pull e wemen out of the Hfebasts o e S, e was danding hedde
tha fing cffiorr laading fhe las ool and oo man woold indd en goiting into this. The fis
olfieer Lokl thin i o g sl of the baal, of dor b would Blvw bis brabie sul, He wosld pel
iy O O il s Bl I e Bt the Al suak.™

e ol thone wha tald me thi aid o Mr. Covesdish “Well chum, dan'i yow think it is e far o
i peil buxs ™ He roplicd “Weell, there arr ns merr bosts (o GIL s we will shake hasds and bope
il we will meoct agen wen.” This they bath jumped averbearnd, o drop of sisty Bocl, o i
water, This sy ivar believes Shal Vir, Cavendish msd have dopgad on @ pleor of ke, o e did
nak wor Bim again. The s eas flled with peck joe.

This narralive was given b e by snc i keew e Cavendish family well by fes srvivers -
et Wolis 500, Wy smal ihe sthier @ personsl frimd of the ariter, Botl ras be Toly aolied spos
= o the iroe stsdrmanis of facis of bew wme English poatlomon dicd e deaih of bomoes, =

Alr. Tyoell Covondick Brlongs 10 a peled counly family - fhe Harts - snc of whew olecmed
iy ol pareat B bewesd i e 11k beswmn of Uilioster misl sl masch for (e gessr ol the b n,
smad H Is right thad dhe prople of the toen of Uiborier snd neighbosrhood shoulkd know Ghat they
cam b fuslly prowsd dhat Mir, T. Cavmdisk died an sn English nebl pratioman, onwlich and
Bieabe has Uhve Nt S (afFarddatiine cinm Dol beaivmirod mnal e of sech mein, o5 cn i dealh.™
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The body of Mr Tyrell William Cavendish was found washed up on the
coast of Mewfoundland some weeks afier the Titanic went down. His
body was brought back to England and cremated st Golders Green
cemetery in Lomdon, The ashes are within this vault at Golders Green,
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Thurston Hall the horse that the Cavendishes had bought was never Hved
in by them but wos sold. Mrs Cavendish had o Memorial Hall built at
Thurston which she gnve to the people of Thurston in memosy of her lae
skl



Thuraen Memsral Hall or l'lvrrrﬂ';: Hall bufht i B504 T the village of Thurvien by Julla
Flarmor Cavmndhh bn memary of ber hasband Tyrell Willisms Cavendih, wha ke his iy In ghe

Titank disaster, April 15h (%12,

Cavendinh Bamily imide Cavendich Hall or Thandon village H
L tas Righiz

CpolTres Cavendich (oss of denor), William Alsgs Kely (grandis of Geoflresh, Careline
Aliagpaa Kelly ddaughior af GeofTery b, Pamcla Cavendish {wifc of Geolfrey b

August 1979,
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Chapler 16
EARLY 20™ CENTURY CRAKEMARSH

The first Weorld War was only 2 couple of years away and this ‘period
marker” more of less saw the end of the era of lives in the “big houses” -
at beast as it haad been kown for te last cenury. Mrs Cavendish senbor
had a fasthfal friend and compamion living with her at Crakemarsh - Miss
Stanistreet - she was known locally as “Old Stanny™!

Servants and other workers became difficult 10 obiain during the first War
- men being needed in the Asmed Forees amd women 1o nsanufaciune
ammnition and other similar jobs. Even so Mrs Cavendish was able o
manage the Hall and Estate with a nucleus of older loyal woekers — o
mention a few: Mr Turvey, Coachman, Mr Byman, Head Gordener, Mrs
Rymam, Head Cook and Mrs Whitehall, Housekeeper,

M= Cavendish and her companion always went 1o London for the Wimer
Season and Crakemarsh was run by a minimum of stafil. They travelbed
by tmin from Utioxeler Station - in Victorian times these journeys were
made from ther own privale milway siding ot Crakemarsh, The site of
thas at Hook Lane could be seen unnl about six RS Qg0 - X% Fmsml
spur of ground mext to the line — north of the level crossing.

The laml on the Crakemarsh esiate was let out o local, mosly
neighbouring farmers.

Every Sunday moming Mr Covendish would attend Ustometer Church
driven by Mr Turvey in her coach or camiage. The Church was reached
by miming down Bradley Street imo Church Sireet — the retum jourmey
afier the service was by way of the Marker Place and High Street — the
same directions being wsed every week, The Cavendish ond Cotion
Sheppard families had always used Uttometer Charch - long befons the
maich nearer Charch was built at Stramshall, in the 19th cenlury,

The gardens immediately surrounding the Hall were mainly bwns and
immaculate beds of red geraniums — whilst there were many altractive
walks lax out in rhododendron planiations going towands the South Lake,
with its aristic rustic l'mﬂl'u'il,lsl,-. All of whach is described s0 well in the
190} Sale catalogwe extracts at the end of Chaper 13,

Sumounding The Garden House wene the many glasshowses amd frame
pits required 1o provide flowers for the Hall and all the plants for the
gardens. The conservatory and glasshouses were all heated - not by waler
bt by hot air which was driven through a sy<tem of und erground ducts -
mastly about 12 inches square and built of bricks, sone and censem.
These ducts were quile black in places as the very hot air from the coke
fumnce wos camied through them. The hot air emerged through brass

L]



gratings in the sandstone Moo I had obviously been a st satisfactory
AyALEm.

Mrs Cavendish wos an anist of considerable nlent and excelled
particularly a1 painting on china, Before her death she gave several
pictares and plates 1o the Turveys - her faithiul retaisers, These are in the
poasession of the Turveys only living grandehild - my cousin Marjosie,
whi is now nimety years of age. Ome of these decorated plates is sbow 12
inches in diameter - white, and on it Mrs Covendish has painted a
Wisterin Mower and beaves, also a crimson rhododendron and a lily Aower
and keaves, The colours ol thess are so unbelievably tnee to nature,

Ihecnratod phate w it Newers painted by S Cavendih

Marjore rememibers Mrs Cavendish senior amd recalls tha she used o
give her a shilling a1 Chrstmas and desenbes her thus: “Stocky, plunap -
a Quesn Victonia tvpe of person.”
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The lakes known as the Nonh Lake and the South Lake were both man-

maside lakes, The Souwh Lake was over two acfes in size (nowadays much
enlarged). The Morth Lake was over an acre but was filled @n during the
1k, The South Lake being much okder, both are shown on the 1775
map - no doubt medieval carp lakes. Both lakes can be seen on the
photos on the 1900 Crakemarsh Esate Sale details in Chapier 13, The
lakes were supplied with water from Nothill Brook which flows by the
side of Hook Lane, Water was diveried from it and ran by channels and
slurces poross the Neld of Home Farm ~ in m.lppl:( the North Lake or lop
lake as we referred 1o it bocally. The main stream entened directly into the
South Lake or as we called it the Bottom Lake.,

The Lakes were completely different in makeap; the top lake ran east to
west amd wins bordered by the turd of the Park; the Bottom Lake men north
to soirth and had a large area of reeds and bulmushes on s westem side.
The surface of this lake never froze over smoothly in winter — i always
temded to be rough and uneven, The ice from it was booken up and carved
to the ice house about o hundred yards away, In contrst the Top Lake
froee over viry uniformly and smooth and was ideal for skating - o scene
of great social enjoyment and pleasure each winter. Only skaling was
allewed — no hockey. sliding or other games. After several days and
nighis of hard frost, word soon spread around that the lake would “hold®.
The lake was approached from the Norh Lodge, where the freld gate was
only ohout thiny yvards from the lake. People walked or ¢}'\clﬂsl Froum
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Unoxeter and the surrounding area and of course by car when these
became maone in use.

Mirih Laostge b O rakostarah Hall s e ol Utiourter Bosenor fosd keoling s,
Phaslan Fashim W allotr,

Mr Prince 21 Home Farm would open his vand gates 10 allow people 1o
leave their cars. Mot people would be a1l work during the day and would
g0 skating after work, Everyone seemed 1o have skates — both my parents
and uncles and aunts — all had boois with skates screswed on and kept
mlul}' fior that purpose, | had loose skales which t;|i[!|'l,‘d oy doe m‘;.q‘day
bsts and hod chips oo the sides which were tightensd up by means of a
skate key — not very satisfactory — they would keep slipping ofT. Skating
wenl on umil after midnight very often. in fact | was once skating there
with Foe Dwyer when we heard Rocester Church clock strike midnight!
Mo hight of any kind was wsed or even needed - the e seemed 1o give
sulficient light for our needs. Week-ends of course saw humdreds of
people atthe lake and &t times a man would come and set up a brazier and
roasi chesinuis fior sale! At times the ice would make a slight ereaking or
cracking noise. ot which people would say: “It"s good 10 hear that - i
always safe when it makes that noase!™

In the 1914-18 war some German prisoners were housed. umder
supervision, in the Norh and South lodges. They had 10 do manual work
and this inchided cleaning out the two bikes. Afler these prisoners some
French wounded came for convalescence,

(53
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The waters of the lakes supponed the hfe of the huge swan mussels,
These shells were up (o nine inches long with a beautiful mother of pearl
rype sheen inside them.

During the First World Wor, Boroness Buron of Byrkeley Laoxdge,
Rangemore, sent her finest horsees 10 Crakemarsh for safety, The Germans
were bombing Bumon from their Zeppeling. These horses were in the
“Froat Field' - the skating venue, a feld always known as the Horse
Fickl

A small lake shoowm gt the north gd.sc ol Mllp 1Y, mei-']pd thie fesler
stream Tor the Top Lake, viathe Homse Field, The stream entered this kake
over a small weir. The lake was always the home of warer hens and
dippers, As the water beft the lake it cascoded down a waterfall before it
went undemeath the road and aeross the Horse Field,

Whilst cyeling along this road 1 would always stop here and book through
the hedge - to view this bvely, peaceful and ddyllic scene. The piece of
hedge can be seen on the right hand side of the Nonh Lodge photograph!



THE RESTORATION OF THE 1CE HOUSE AT CRAKEMARSH HALL

The loe Howse i= situsted ot the highest point of the estate in the modside
plantation and is marked on the Estane Map. 11 is also marked on the plan
of Crakemarsh above next to the old Utoxeer Road. D5 use would
probably have been discominued about 1900, when refrigeration was
becoming meore dependable and meore affordable. Unfortunabely it was
neglecied for o hundred years and was full of rubbish - old buckels and
bowds, bacyebes, broken glass, potlery. rotien timber, bottles and soil ewc.!
The exterior was overgrown with bushes and vy, bricks amd coping
stones disbodged by tree roats and the ivy, The bailding itself had been so
well built originally that it was still bodily sound when [ decided to make
u conservition projact of il reslorstion in 15992 1 was living nearby at
The Garden House 31 ithe time.

The lor Hewsr ol Crakemand Halk 1ede Joba Yyalker 1992,

The first move was o uncover a square blee brick vard which was the
forceourt of the jce house. This yard was ot visible and was covered
wilh about mine inches of leal compost and plant debris. It can just be
seen in the picture, The coaridor to the ice house is shout five yards long
with an aboove bullt inbe each side Pﬂ'ﬁuﬂ'ﬂlhl}' fior h:lnging meeal amd
game, Half bricks had been left out here and there and still contained the
small smoky stumps of candbes which were barmit in them for light.



Thar corrider with vanlted coiling snd wops kadiag ts The bor s 58 Crakemand Hsll The
der opens inlo a dorp brick-lncd chamber with o drain o the bofem. M geo had & vaulied
exiling. Fheto Behn Walker 1992

For the cleaning ot operaiions o metal ladder was put inte the chamber
pisell and the whode interor of the e house wis cleared of rmabbishe [
carmied it up the Ldder a bucketful a1 a time, [.m'_p:r Hems such as hike
frames and timber were taken up one by oac — all doae with the help of a
good Hegh. rigged up from a bantery. Afier about a couple of months the
chamber was cleaned oot and woshed down,

o



Thee beiciom orb ol The or Chamber som Trom the doorway. Sote fhee change in coloar of
e hpbownrk casend ever e vemrs by Costact with e boe somed There,
Pisain Jobm Walker 1958,

[ [er



e
Lk ing devmm o Lhe Fioar of The lor Homse. Thewr was o drain s the orntre of e fleor - # an
b st o Wb it e et (e Food ol (he Ralder, et Jolia Yalker 1990,

All the brickwosk was integrated. the comidor with the chamber - the
eapertise of 1 all was remarkable - such as the ol vaulting of both
corridor and chamber. Any poor brickwork is my repairing effor? 1 also
replaced the missing door 1o the chamber shown open on the comidor
picture and maide & new exterior door to the yand,

One day n;ll.lring the work o ;:..;IN xh:prm,l on the .'H.Ij:hwnl ol anxd
eniuired if it was an ice house and when [ replied that it was he asked i
he could comwe round and see it He was a hisorian from Chesdle and
soon doclared it to be dhe best example of an ice house that he had ever
seen = better by far than the one of Chatsworth, The oldest ice house
knovwn in Great Brituin is dated 1595,

The lee House at Crakemarsh woulkd be replenished with ice from the
Souwth Lake in winter and interleaved with layers of straw for good
insulation. There is o gabe onto the road close by and the ice would have
no doubt been drown from the loke area by horse and cart, faken up o the
Tkl gale onto the road ancl Il1mu'|;h the next gale froam the road 1o the e
house. The ice, insulated with the sraw, would keep unmil s
replenishment the following vear.
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THESTABLE BLOH'KE AT CRAKEMARSH HALL

The Stabie Blark @ U rakemands Hall Fhsio Jehn Walker 1995
Mre Cavenhish's coachng Alfred Turvey, hal come W0 Cakemarsh
from Buckingham, about the year 1867 as coachman o Lady Couon
Sheppard.  Alfred amd his wifc came with their Tiest child. Jenny. who
wis only 5 Inh}. im arms, The rest of their :I’,:.mil}l. Wi h-es}'x and six e
girls would be bom atl Crukemarsh - two boyvs amd six more girls, The
Turveys lived inthe stable block, their living quaners were on the right
haed side of the clock tower - looking from within the stable yard — their
sheeping quarters were in the teo bedrooms on the left hand side. all
being above the horses™ siables for wormth and reached by Mighis of
slairs on cach sibe of the archway.
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Every night the Turveys had 10 come downstairs and cross the cobbled
entrance arsl go up the other set of stairs 10 the bedrooms! Water. coal,
food and every necessity had 1 be camied upstairs for this kerge famuly,
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Mrs Turvey died in 1926 and Mr Turvey died in 1937 in his Shh vear.
All the grand camiages were housed in the stable vard - the yard insclf
being made of cobble-stones, very nicely laid - with each of the four
qu:nj:mnq seChicHs xlu|1ir|.$ g{.:nll:.' fowards m central dmin, The :r\q:hwa:.'
wits Closad of 1 with buge wooden dioors and was surmounted with o clock
tower amd an antique weather vane above.



The twin hoese roughs i the vard were identical - each made ool of a
single block of stone — in the shape of baths. with a gadrooned edge
carved arcumd the top,

Abkoin the Stable Block were the NS anid blacksmnh®s shops - as it
will be notced, the whole euate was ql.tiu: self-comaned with s ovwn
tradesmen and amisans. This Mne old Georgian building, now a lsed
building. is a grand example of 18th century bailding expertise.

Before closing this Chapter with the end of Mrs E.A. Cavendish’s
incumbency af Crakemarsh, it will be of inlerest o recond some Facts
about the huge portrait of Mrs Cavendish®s father, 1L, Dickenson, in the
Hall. The portrait was in the entrance hall, close to the lower Might of the
magnificent stircase, The picture was avoided by the staff who refused
b domech i1,

GafTrey amd Pamdla Cavendich prepare 1o leave Oralemard Hall in 198, The wdge of the
photure P Do het paartrt of 1.1, ckermos nen be oo beblnd GealTrey Cavendich,

A maand hesd ddied seddenly and withoul any apparent illness aller cleaning
the piciure, sometime later another maid had died in similar
circumstances. after kandling the picture. From then onwards the pictune
was avoided like the plagoe!

Mrs Coverdish hpd @ great respect For her father, Mr 1L, Dickenson, and
revensd his memory, On the reverse of the picture Mrs Cavendish had
pencilled the following words:

[}



“Partrail of my bk ol Talicr, L. Robsn Dickessen JP. & k1.
Barn the yoax of ihe Watile of Walerieo IKES, Died Sepiember fih 1900 and was inlerred s bis
Famslly vaslt = Honfiekidde, Us, Darham,
1 B by v smiceods e ol O rabemarid Hall w8 cherah thih portrall sbove all sthers o o8l
will el them.
B was my faibor's mosary Bhai anabied me js bay Cralemandd sad ihe right fo be called iBe
master of the e,

Eb Cavendih™

The pictere was included in the sale of the contents of Crakemarsh Hall
after Mrs E.A. Cavendish™s death in 1933, It was listed as Lot No, 178 -
il Fainting - Mr Dickenson — inogilt frame. 10 was nod sold aid in Fact it
remained in st throagh subsequent sales of the Hall! It still remained in
the Hall despite dercliction of the premises — even afier the staircase was
removed and any other artefact of value or antiquity. [t was shout the year
T9H0 that someone vandalised the picture, cutting the portrail out of its
frame and making of 7 with 0.

Mrs E.AL Cavendish died on Monday, 28th August 1931, She was aged
85 and had lived at Crokemarsh Hall for sixty years. The funeral was at
Unoxeter Church on Friday, st September. n grndiose occasion,
aftended by estate workers and friends, local noiabilities such as Captain
Unwin V.C. of Wooton Lodge, Dr George Herbert of Unoxeter, and
titled Esdies and gentlemen from all pants of the Kingdom. The old family
vault at Utboxeter Church was opened for the last time — 1o admit the
coffin of Mrs Covendish to be with that of her lnate hushard,

l’ WILLS AND BEQUESTS !

GIFTS TO EMPLOYEES |
Slis, Evpesamurm Axsd Oavesoising nl':
Uttoxeter, Salls, who died on Augass 18,
left estape of the gross value of £958358,
with net personaliy (9485 She kel

0P i b e b Dias Hpmes sl Masd
Wi

The cutting illestrated was in The Times newspaper of November 1933,
Gifts o employees - this would cenainly have been something of an
uusal nature 0 1933 - sspecially considering the sze of the two

beguests!



Chapter 17
CHANGE OF OWNER BUT NOT OF NAME

After the desth of Mrs Elizabeth Anne Cavendish in 1933 the contents of
Crakemarsh Hall were put up for sale. The sale lasved Gve days.

CRAKEMARSH HALL,
UTTOXETER.
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Salr = Craiemarsh Hall ]

First Day's Sale,
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ewnnf

IEESdem = =

EE

BEYHETYES

Cilas, 1,:- s
[ ST — S '2 {:
P of g [

4 Mol ol o decamsien amd B
=l e
Mdlﬁrﬂﬁh_lﬂ-—p? é
wry

3 Wimsly swt A0 glasm smpars and gliss bemey ”
i e [ ﬁ'
# Wiy i maber b dd b Iy

o o dotta
Finaly s ol chas o amd | dnpmates ] 5 f
- o

2 =
Fie &

APy i e et 3?:16_*1‘_';-.] e

T D Ja s .'{
L] — .
Fuir il Dot ot dremmivrsn wedl spgary P
+ Dt (e wirpars] e
VDb T &1
ot of Ay i rvwm dvvnniprs sad Uspdesi
B A ——
g, il el ey sl




Tty 10 Savesday. 3.

Efggee |u

FREzay

iﬂi

SR EE R 8

AP, i el waiew o il L. bl s
5P, vapiie dak, weed Lesds [
NP shmrie wad ey
B i L B T e P Sp—
L1 4 A ———

Cappar Bt bl bt i ¥ inny:

v, i g ke,
o L Ew
Lrmbmrminl thvs stied. Biind aparin g gD
Il-nh.nlﬂ.—.;v-ddlu.h-—lr.
Y et e wadeiie v
Frarmacared stateemery qusn el Bt 2
s =

armpars
Coies lomar wwderry sher sad s, ?"'n

il M
e T Y e S —

s Bt s sy nats, Wik wlbve i J 4 *

Viteraa wbrar parividgn, i s
St 11 i s bt e il i, 70 40 ..rg.
Comerpn 111 i sllver pooper sl mmsinesd, dvs, §7 75
Puds Virnarism s3sr brm bam s, 8 ss '
l’-'-l:-'l-"i-r-ui-u.w-u«-.n- g

Sl Viinswinn wiver onpu umd ouss, asd g T
[ P
M--—-na-.:r-....h..'."

_-H-—I_MHMI-,’.;..
R e e Raes ol ] v
Mugmyioay glass, & pimrd frmimn

Wiasion wiwer St pestatpisin, B mi g

1z



Nowembar 3, B, %, 90 iad 11, FRIL L

k]

§ 21 3 3 8¢ 12

Vireses e sear bl o -
Vigpis wleit © eme ind 3 pellans, M i b iy
[t—y—

Elre chien vk e, metg! s el nbvee s,
‘ rh,

ey mpried dued suse, adver womas il bk,
e T e ——
e T b T —
F ot wbves

B R, | advw i il e Sain, s
ey e

Ml chals, shesd wind bestlr, sdvas gy Pt e,
Comiliminl siesr sudly sppim., sibves wag's busd |
Bemmh, b L i e, g ry
el 3 e manad e i -

Mo s ks, 1 b frwln b 1 dieved ey 7
At imirn, e o vy, peard sager beui, § pasy
Hh-—-h--dmhv-n_l

& s b i

.
Alshasir mis, Sibnd T oow ww G sk g 1
s

L T oA ——
e s, e gl s e, jap
Bids i g i Rass
Far cpars Pasis = settes of peui, coss o desby
el ey o e
Caes ol & rmgprwvad st smaminad Gy 15 Dt
s, 1

D 110 sierr somp vmtin, T i e
Crene B30 midvme grany spais, 0 i

nab

13



S
'l
£
i
i
i
iI

]

L

@ M Btk i il Loniling rarped, 00 F o [ Lemgifal,

Feat of Billkisd Rosm Stilscaie.

o D Welnatl et sk relsnery bl ¥ o
it g b pierd
e e
= A Pk ot gL

Sealrcase s Landing.
B ENE R Naan i e e sy
W B s e 3 AT

14



Novpmber 1, 8 9, 05 and 11, FOBE. 35
=il Bewts Lamling carpen, 3 0 T

[
| OCEI vl o paiitey “Maplies =l U i g

Uaamrars
" A (M iy e e il
= Ml Pl ol e Srach coseved irima b,
- BEE P Pt e primeed. SasBondabins
- N NT s i el ek el v el e
e l-l-dnﬂdu—b—.
BT Mgany b e s
o H—'Illl.l'lll-l-lh—u--i—l
e

B L T TN
P2 Troemks ik £ wlkees
7 0 P of wwter s ety
= B S el bl 0 wisks,
B0 sk rulsnen, T wida, Saied weih [ cuploands
el By s i el 3 b,

”Ii 8 B el ey ey i b
U R W e bl e e comern

1 P i aipd cmeve,
T b i ey Pt
ﬂﬁ,ia—m--u.

Dusbresm Ma. 1.
DM P wd gl v berfien mll ey et sl e

=
T e s,

1ns



&

LT TLT R I

[ ]

s
o

W, & Magnhaw & S, Astionmrs

I § B EEERE EE|®

T T >§
3 ;

¥

32

Gw®as B

155 55093 TERENE

L

[T [T g —
& it} Cain, Lol daid Taied e g
.

T I T R T ety

T e

ik mbed el smd hmdorui

it of e, e e il Ly Tuit

f T L R
LY

Sy o 8 el ruee i ek i Stk b
[rnP———

I
D i i abie, T il ok b il e

My

Tamwwemnd il ey Gy onlest, T wile,
il plesrd Ve wd saen, ] i A

Bt {2l il Ralied sl it of: .

[FI P N TR————

W g b o gl g s by ey

[ P T ——

Deren

Fist ol wates el b b sl rried s
[Py

Multewatr by armman wwl [Smh op
B, e igeds o plle sl el sk
ey

ST P T Y P

16



Sale a Cracemand Hall &

L ] \Siunred s o wined, e 3 o
vy mclosnl by pair of deey e puised gy 5
'_v-.-dhl-..l-u.mu--.q.
g

m*hnm“uma d
ey vk e e, Saied | Brvwen sl ® S
e F e

]

S gk dmn, e o o 8
hnﬁ-ﬂh_dtﬂ-ﬂ.hm

e
i T T o p— L4
Beis surpen, 1 5 B o
i bt g ]
& Hasaba i
lu-ll-u“-h.h-pl—-lm—- P
i b ] o =

Laratery.
Astier mubegury e, I, Bl wish dse, - re i
asdind mgein

Armaies g W AR |

Bedreom Ma. 3.

Bl B P — =
i R ¥ pu—p— 4
bt it
2 b i i i, i St E
Halearuary b e ey saivemr i
st L T T re— &

[ —— ax
mnnr.-l:—uqlnnlpﬁq E E

E§ BEEE FENiE

FRSREIES

LEE IR ]

nuz



18



Loa Na 10600

The ownership of the Hall and its immedinte estate now passed 1o Mrs
Julea Cavendish, daughter in law of the late Mrs EA, Cavendish and
witlow of the ke Mr T.W, Cavendish, o2 in the Titanic disasier.

As stated at the end of Chapler 13 the estate was bought in 1900 with the
marmiage seitlement money, which was given to Mrs E.A, Cavendish by
her father, Mr Drickensom, This made the Hall *heirable property” and no
doubt led o Mrs Cavendesh writing a “waming = sometimes refermed o as
a cirse — on the reverse of her father's jrartrad, as deicnbed L'hﬂplur
16, Mrs Julia Cavendish and her two sons moved into the Hall with some
trepidation — this later proved o have been well founded. She was
aclvised that the demard for, and the suiihility of these lrge houses had
been i u_p'.ld.l.l:ll decline since about [HEL By 1933 the demand for them
was very misch mone reduced, and the difficulty of maintaining them had
become much greater.

ne



Henry, her elder son, was now twenly live years old amd had been
educated ar Ewon and afverwards at Trinity College, Cambridge. Geoflrey.
the younger son, was twenty three and had been educabed a1 the famous
new public school of Stowe in Buckinghamshire,

These were now the last six years of pesce in this counry before the
outbreak of war in 1939,

M T.W. Cavendish or Julia Cavendish was more closely linked 1o the
village of Stramshall than she was to the town of Ultexeter, her
predecessor al Crakemarsh Hall, Mrs C.T. Cavendish relating more 1o
Unoxeter, She aftended Stmmshall Church and supported the Stranshall
Girl Guides group which was run under the auspaces of Miss Esme and
Miss Violet Bamwell. In the summer the Guides held their annual garden
party and tea on the lown at Crakemarsh Hall,

Sk TV Cavendinh scabnd conler = o the Stramsball Gaides Summer Fair is the 1900 On ihe
Vel ol b plrtare b Mrs Wk, wile of (e Bl Wells, Vicar of 53ramhall, @3s the right s Mrs
Wm Bapdaw of Spriogfivkis, Siramsball

Skating om the kake contineed 10 be enowved 16 the winler and Mrs T.W.

Cavendish was always in demand for opening village fftes and church
garden parties in the area, during the summer season.

[ kix)



In 1937, Geolfrey Cavendish was marmed 10 Caccilia Frances Patricia
Pharazyn of Dannevitke, Hawke's Bay, New Fealand.
The Cavendish family tree below follews on from the family ree in

Chapier 13,
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Chapler 18
WARTIME CRAKEMARSH

The outhreak of Warld War I in September 1939 saw o change at
Crakemarsh - as it did with most families and thear homes in Gireal
Britain. Mrs Cavendish was very proud of both her sons and theie
contribution to the war effost of this couniry, Henry married Dinna Ryle
in 1940, He became a Squadron Lenader and was o fighter pibot, taking
part in the Battle of Bralain, CGeofTrey already marmied amd with degrees in
engincening, becanse an Air Miniary Examiner. This was in the Scientific
and Elecirical Section of the Aeronautical Inspection Directorates.

Mrs Cavendish siniggled on 1o keep up the estate — with a bare minimum
of lehoner elue to the war, Then after the entry of Amenica o the war in
1942, the British Government reguisitionsd Crokemorsh Hall amd it
grounds for the accommaodation of a small unit of Amserican servicemen.
This American wnit as | remember it consised of about 50 or 60 men and
their M.C.0us and about six officers. The Hall was converted intemally.
leaving @ principal residence for Mrs Cavendish and making seven other
self-contnmed wnils of accommadation for the Army alficers, Several
brick and ashestos rooffed billets and an ablution building were erected i
the grounds of the Garden House for the use of other ranks. A brick built
waber tovwer was constrscted between the Swble Block and the Ganden
House, This is the omly hl,l“l,liﬂl{ still in existence (oday from the limse of
the Amencan occupation.

The Water Tower at Crakemansh Hall, The Stable Nisck b en fhe right,




The entrance lo their camp was via the hoge double doors directly
opposite o Stramshall lane end. These doors wene swung from a pair of
solid hexagonal brick pillars — with their heavy stone pier caps. These
dhoowrs andd pillars were constanily battered by the large American trucks -
this dnmage culminated in the demolition of one of te hexagonal pilles.
Repair and nebuilding was always being carmed out by bocal iradesmen.
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T Carden Hosnse ot Crabemar Hall dnws by behn Dragon an Amorices sriormen blletol
a8 b Wl duwing the Secosd Wark War,

113



During the war, farmers and landowners were required by the
government 1o put large posts in the middle of any big fields, o prevent
enemy aircrafl from making o landing. William Prince at Home Farm.
Crakemarsh, put one of these posts in the centre of the large ficld known
s the Twenty Acre Field which is across the road from the South Lake, Tl
witk here until its removal in the 19705 Skating comtinued throughour the
War years — when conditbons were Favourable for this pastime.

Diaring this period the Siable Block, which was by now no longer in use
by horses and their camminges, wos used as o stomage depot by Wilts United
Dairigs of Uoneter, Milk powder and condensed milk were stored here
and when the Daires no longer wasd it as a ore, it was used by Elkes
Biscuits.

The Elkes firm made “iron rafion biscuits” for the wantime troops. Tins of
these unpalatnble biscuits were stored here. They not only provided
sustenance but aleo mental and physical exercise in order to eat them. A
centain method had 1o be followed: first the biscuit was given a sman tap
on each side; this would fid it of the smuall black weevils which were in
the thirteen hodes of the biscuil, The bayonet handle was generally used
for this and also for the nexi siage, the breaking up of the hiscuit into
small preces, which could then be soaked in water or tea — if availahle
or, if pot, sucked until the teeth could deal with them, They were brown -
ahout two inches squase: with the thineen holes they were like a
meiniature matiress in appeamnce and taste!



Chapter 19
THE FOST WAR PERIOD

With the end of the Second World War in Asgua 1945 the following
fifty years saw the gradual decling and eventual end of the Crakemarsh
Estate.

The retum of men from the Services saw a boom time for mamriages and
an scufe housing shorage. This was quile an advantage for Mis
Cavendish, who by now was nearly sixly yeurs old, and her two sone
married amd living elewhere.

Mrs Cavensdish remted out the seven flats a Crakemarsh Hall, which wese
eagerly sought as first homes for local people. She, of course. retained her
own principal residentinl part of the Holl and converied furiher
outbuiklings into homes for ather people nainly in the stable bock.

The ald bake house and lasndry, which was a separate buiblding, was
made into a bungabow-type of property — shown on my plan of the estate,
east of the Hall and outhuildings. Mrs Cavendish was now really busy as
Innadlndy 1o &l these tenants — most of whom wene constantly on the nove
s they became able 1o Nind bouses for themselves and m many cuses their
voung families. | knew many of these tenants, but there were so many
changes of tenancy that it is difficuli for me 1o recall many of them.

A few that come o mind are Bernard and Margaret Cooper, Captain and
Mrs Ohldl, the Cotfords, Mrs Bennett and Mrs Trees. The Tagter numed was
guite an eccemtric, who hoarded the Utoxeter bus quite regularly and
would 1ake one of ber cats with her for a ride — in an open basket, Often
late and in & hurry for the bus she would finish dressing at the bus stop!
Mr and Mrs Clements lived st Boffey Cottage, The sinble block building.
the part of it which had housed the horses, was let out 10 Mr Joe Bomford,
who was pleased o have exira room o enable him 1o employ several
young men to develop his mechanical diggers and loading shovels etc.
Previously he had worked on the making of his trailers in Mrs
Eckersley’™s garage at Uttoxeter. After sever] years here Joe received a
Better From Mrs Cavendish mkiﬂﬁ him 1o refraim from :.lmuli.n!: xurﬁrlps -
particularly on Sundays - or otherwise his tenancy would be terminated.
Joe, or JCB as he was now kmown, moved 1o Rocester amd began the
world famous JCB excavaters factory on the site of the okl cheese
factory, The mechanical diggers became known as JCBs being the initinls
af Joseph Cynil Bamfosd the founder,
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Hisdighingan, worilad.

Bamiord — Bar Holspa, welder ard John

1943 dhatabdde the stable Bleck. A singhe aale railer rrady for delivery by jocp!

As time progressed the upkeep of the Mats and the rest of the estae
became a heavier burden on the shoulders of Mrs Cavendish. The Garden
House ard all the gliss houses and gandens with it had long since passed
the days of siability under Mrs and M Ryman, Mr and Mrs John
Dawson lived here in the 1940%s; their garden produce was marketed
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from a small shop in Utometer - adjacent 1o Byans, grocers m High
Btreer.

Adfter them came a succession of tenanis. who did not have the gardens.
The lust of this line of tenants were Mrs and Ms Townsend. o retired
hank manager from Morthemn Englancd; they lefl in 1961, From ther on
natune ook over the Garden House — and in fact the whobe estate.

Mrs Cavendish’s last gardener was an old man named Charlesworth. He
was deaf in one ear; as o schoolboy he had rolled o sweet pen seed up the
sicle of his face and it had gong into has gar, He couldn’s get it out, ddaren’t
tell anyvbody aboul it — then when the pain was unbearable, he went o oa
Doctor. The pea had taken root in the ear wax, in had begun 1o make a
shoot, and when removed permanently damaged his ear dram.

Mrs Cavendish became unwell and died in 1963, One of her tenants,
.\!:lnl,'y Clements of Bodfey (anl:lgc. atlended o her last needs, Her son
Geolfrey and his wife Pamela came 1o live a1 the Hall and saw the whole
catate pat up for sale. The Sale ok place in 1968 and was bought by a
Mr Seear,

GrralTiey Cirveilin ssd b wile Pasecls boave Crakemar sl ia 1965,



The twor umider hidders a1 this 1968 sale were Mrs and Mrs W, Prince
from Hose Farm, Crakemarsh, and the Buxton brothers whio were both
directors of the London firm Period and Couantry Houses,
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Their intention was o restore the Hall amd make it imto luxury (s, not
for letting but for sale. Three Nats were il tenamed as were North
Ledge and Boffey Cowage. The South Lodge had many tenants over the
years., Apart from the demolition of this coitage the estale remained
unaltered for the four years of Mr Stott's ownership

By comcidence, Mrs Stoa’s mother owned and lived ar Lirele Onn Hall,
where the Cavendish family had bved prior 1o the Titanic ragedy.

The whaole estate was again put up for sale by Mr Stodt in 1972 and was
bought in ome ot by JCB,
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The under-bidders at this sale were Mr and Mrs Prince of Home Farm.,
Crakemarsh, and ihe Buxton brothers. Morih Lodge was tenanted by Mrs
and Mrs L. Johnson and before them by Mrs Harvey, Mrs Johnson's
mather.



Chapter 3
ICE AT CRAKEMARSH

From the time of JCB's purchase in 1972 the kst tenants of the fals leh,
as the Hall raphdly became derelict. The remaining tenants were Mr and
M Bohnson of MNonh Ledge and Mr and Mes Clements of Bolfey
Catinge. The deterioration of the Hall itself was hastened by the continanl
presence of thieves who stole lead mainly from the roof area allowing
rin 10 get into the building. Some of the downspoutls were made wholly
of bead, These were the oaly bead downspouts 1 have ever seen amd they
quickly disappeared. The lead was of a panicularly fine type and upon
analysis was found to contain a higher than usual percentage of silver,

An ol man from Uloxeter was allowed the use of the coachman’s
garden and its small mnge of potting sheds. He would wrive in the
maoming with his fask of ea and sandwiches and would spend the day
there tending his garden. His name was Joe Hare — a bachelor — who had
spent his later working life as an osiler at the White Han hotel in
Ubioxeter. Now an anachronism, an ostler looked afier the customers’
hirses, whale the cwners were su]'umding the day at Market o otheraise
doing business. Joe nuainly grew vegetables al Crakemarsh but he always
had a row of sweet peas — he had a particular liking for these,

JCB had decided by 1973 to restore Crakemarsh Hall 1o s former
eminence - converting the Hall inte an Imemational Management aml
Marketing Centre, with acconumodstion for 25 delegaes. The stables
wene to be converted into a museum for vintage cars and construction
equipment, Al the end of 1973 JCB had decided not 0o go ahead with
their imtendsed project. The general industrial siuation and  building
difficulizes i connection with the Hall promapded this reversal of pu\!il.'_'.r.
In the lawe seventics, with commendable foresight, JCB removed the
staircase firom the Hall. It was packed and placed into storage elsewhere,
The stone pillars from the enimnce porico were also pui into safe
keeping.

Albough the estate was stll in one piece, the next four years saw all the
properiies and prounds deteriorate quite rapidly and properties were soon
being sold 1o various purchasers,

The Sowth Lake and adjoining wood were sold by JCB 1o Leck Fishing
Club, JCB retained a siiip of ground consisting of the Hall frontage and
extending up o the Uoxeter 1o Rocester obd road.



T Seulh Lake begisaing 1o fill with Crakesarsh Hall in the etk groand. Fhote Jobn Waller,

Mext 1o be sald was the park land between the Hall and the River Dove,
mglading the North Lake and the adpoming "Horse Field', These seventy
acres were framsfamed to Bodens farmeers from Denstone, in exchange for
some of their felds s Denstone, which were adjacent 1o the JCB factory.
Bodens filled in the Morth Lake and made one huge fiekl of their kand
here and put it under the plough,

This area was hiseted in 19849 by the new BS030 roswd from Uitoxeter 1o
Raocester, buill o alleviate the problem of walie density and als siee af
vehicles going mainly 1o JCB and Alon Towers.

The Stable Block and walled garden of one acre were sobd by JCB io Mr.
Hording, who owned o marguee hire business in the Wiest Midlands; he
never lived st Crkemarsh,

In 1977 the Gorden House was sold by JCB 1o Mr and Mrs Toer of
Ipstomes Edge. With the Garden House were four acres of grounds and
woodband, including The lee House, This beautifial old house was badly
in need of restoration, having been untenanted for fifteen years, and  like
the Hall had suffered from vamdalism, Cnly three houses on the estale
were occupied: Mroand Mres Johnson at Nonh Lodge, Mroand M
Clements &t Boffey Cottage and the Toers at The Garden House. Youths
would come from Utioxeter and even by bus from the Potteries and
wionhl shoot af binds on the South Lake angd make fires in the Hall amxl
ouitbuiklings, This waukd be about 1960,



Following ane two newspaper reposts ol fire and vandalism,
December 1982 - DERBY EVENING TELEGRAPH:

CHARKEMARSH HALL GUTTED IN BIG REAFZE

Historic Crakensarsh Hall. between Bocester and Uttooeter, was gatied carly
today in o mysiery hlaze. Beenuse of difficulty in gaining scoes, Staffordshire
Mieemen were allowing it ts burn ol

Poliee amd foremsic experts are still imvestigating the Bave, The Hall, vacant asid
disused for many years amd owned by JCBE, was soom o be on fire just before
1.0 pam.

Twa pumps from Litoxcier and one feom Cheadle went io the scene ani o fourth
machine was sl soon allerwards The fourth was an emergency ender Tram
Burtom. Later the twrstable ladder with monitor was send from Bartom and was
ihere for dix hours.

The ground Moos aed dwoe uppes Mooes were well alighi amid Manws were beaping
through the rool. Firesen wsed e jols rom nearhy open wator B0 fghl ibe
blare.

Using the turntable lacdder they played water em the baze frons [ feel Seven
oies later Apcmen were still at ibe seone.

The Eaed StalTordshive Districl Coouecil planning deparimonl siid permission
v gramles fwo vears ago for the Hall @ be demolizhed.

The Grinking Gibbons sinirease was remsoved three years age by Ar. Bamford io
b treated amd preserved and was now |m peeking cases - awalling possihle wse
elsewhere,

Could the fire have been started by someome wsing the place o sleep? M,
Kaights of the Disirict Comneil ssid: “Well, 1 wouldn®t like to spend a night ihere
~ it is & weird and ceric hoirse — the nearest 1o a haumied howme (Bt U've beem in
18 ix am oadd place te go in om a bright senmy day, leg alons af night,” ™

1 don "t suppose he knew of the "haunted picture” which had been cut out
of its frnme and stolen a few years previously as described in Chapler 16!

February 1953 - DERBY EVENING TELEGRAPH:
YOURG SQUATTERS ALARM RESIDENTS

Six voulbn hane been squalting in 2 deserted Bungalow near the burnd ol
remaims of Crukemarsh Hadl - and alarming people who live searby. As a resall,
the owmers, JCB Lid of Rocester, are io alert ihe pollee and keep n close seoarktly
watch om the place. The vouths from Longion, Stoke on Trend, have speai ibe
It Bwr wewkends in a hungalow sear the Hall vard,

(This was the bake house shown on the plan — Later made into a bangalow
and rented toa Mrs Bennett umil vacated and it becamse derclict

Al Joan Tear wha lives at the Garden House sasd; “They broke mio sheds and
s by — mmy hshand (eld thems (e clear off," Mirs, Tore comfinsed: *1 jold him
1"en moi staying bere iF this goes om much lossger. They jusi think ibey can comse
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lndauuﬂlq'plrm mnd they do « then they look #1 us as if we shoubds®n be

Bere.”

Alr. Walter Chemnenls of Rolfey Collage, a peesioner, said the youlhs broke ints
biis garage and teok o small ladder - which was laier fousd in ibe conrivards. ki
minkes nve worry shout lesving ibe place s weekends® he said

Poliee lepector Willard of Ditoveter said: *Ne charges were made aller
enquiries kad Been made, The vouths were all juvenies and the problem was ene
for JOR*

A spokesman for JUB echoed the residents’ ¢omeerms.”

Mr Harding soon sodd the Stable Block 1o Mr Peter Palmer who had a
saibillery shop and business near Canpock Chase. He also owned horses.
Alhough horses were kept in the stables and fed and excreised here, the
Palmers never lived here, travelling daily,

Ader several years, Peter Palmer’s wife’s father, Mr Joseph Hubbard,
bough the S1able Block from the Palmers.

Joe Hubbard was a retired engineering manufacturer from the West
Midlands. He and his wife obtained planning permission to site a
temporary chalet stybe bungnlow 1o be erected ot the easterm end of the
coachman’s garden. Mr and Mrs Hubbard lived here in the Chalet and
began the work of making a house for themselves in the Eastern comer of
the Stable Block. and with the idea of making further homes, apanments
and garages around the couriyvard. He had the entire roofl re-skated and
spoubed and mest of the brickwork repointed, Unfonunately, Joe was not
well and went inle h-mpilill fowr o hewrd operatson; he never recovered amd
died the Following woeek; he was siaty. This was in December 1983,
During the following year, his widow sold the Siable Block — unfinished
as it was, and moved 1o be near her daughter in the West Midlands, The
Swmble Block and its gandens wos bought with its  unfinished
aceommodution by Mrand Mrs Thomas, 1 believe from the Staffond area
Mr James Thomas passed away in Febmuary 2001 Mrs Thonas and her
rwo daughiers left in 2002

This same time also saw the depariure of Mrs Johnson from the North
Lodge - now widowed, she wend 1o live 1 some “shellerad’ hmsmg m
Unoxeter. JCB then remed the lodge o Mr James Brough, one of s
cmployees,

Let us now proceed 1o the next Chapler and the Garden House with its
new owners, Mr and Mrs Torr,



Chapter 21
THE GARDEN HOUSE

As brielly mentionad earlier The CGanden House was huugt! from JCR by
Mr and Mrs G Torr and they moved into the property in 1977 with their
young son David, aped cight. The Torrs had their work cut out in
restoring the old propety,

T Gianden House. A sew wsoden Barge board was put sp, with the ssme sériking patiom as the
vl hietrgrating barge hrand

The Wood Yard Garden shown on the Victorian Period map was a rough
fickl of about half an acre with Nothill Brook nunning through it This
Wil plmghod up amd put ander cultivation with a nge ol vegetubles
such as cabbage, pofaboes, commods, peas and kKidney beans ete, Also the
gardens on the right of the Victorian Period map were used for kidney
beans and other crops. All the produce was sold o customers who came
tor i glass sided shed, erected on the inside of the gasden at the right hand
end of *The Frul-Trees Wall® shown on the map below

The four glasshouses and mushroom shed were all Falling down amd a
mxss of rodten wiood amd broken glass. These were all cleared ard the arca
levelled into a hard vard. A log shed, barge garage with pit and workshops
were erecied o the right hand side of the house in the mushroom shed
area, The house s buill on a course of large imegular sandstones, It was
entirely reroofed with i own blue tiles and rendered and pebble dashed
as the brickwork was most uneven — owing to many periods of brickwork
joined one to another. This work was camied owt by Jocal bailders,
Batemans. The poor lean o back-kilchen also received the same
treatment amd o gobled roof put on it instead of the lean=to ool
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All these improverments were effocted over a period of several years, and
wire all seen by vour woribe who wais (aken inoas o I-:H.Igpr m July 1978,
Mrs Torr remsoved all the ground Moors, she then mixed and Baid concrens
floors amd tiled i all with nine inch terrarro tiles. Lath and plasier
ceilings were removed and plaster boarded and plastered by Mr Torr. The
large sitting room had ¥is board fleor lefi and renovated where necessary.
In the Estile dil.}-\, s Rymuan was alwoys required b keep this moons
expecially for the use of Mrs Cavendish, who Liked 1o bring her visitors
here 1o st and enjoy the ganden views. Mrs Byman would provide 1ea.

A ey abed Camden Hioue o Crak e rdi,

The fruit trees on the wall were all overgrown and finished; some of the
old lead labels were <till fastened on the wall, These wall trees were
originally trained amd pruned o e shape of mning forks. The Tors
had pesch trees on this wall and these cropped well for several vears,
until an enemy ormived! Grey squirrels would come ond take the ripe
peaches, sit on the wall amd 1ake oot the stone for its kernel. and throw the
pc.:u,'h o Ehe saal!
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Tt Cimrilenn Hiassies

The boundarics were made with Leylad Cypress, aliermating green amnd
gold, which were planted from the drveway 1o bevond the bridge: from
there onwards were green Leyland Cypress, all kept st six feet in height
and about ninety vands in bength. To the south of the house seventy yards
of Louarel hedging was set - also at six feet in height.

Lavarns were muade and an onghand phllll.n.!. Choace pl:lnl\ anl shrubs wenz
planted on borders and in spotl positions. Every inch of the four acre
propenty was made sound and atractive. Vegetable growing for sale long
sinee ceased as the ground was grassed over, Bullocks would graze the
gruss and emamented ducks were kept on the water nnd fancy poultry and
p'.'.m.:m.:k'-i. These were all shut up rrigh.l. ms this was o pmd hunling_
ground for fowes.

All the huge brick walls everywhere were repaired where necessary, ivy
was removed from them and missing coping stones. were replaced and
cemiented in position. A snaall vegetable garden and greenhouss wene pat
nii |.|:|I-L‘|‘ali|.||l. for the use of the Garden House,
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Tha dzardes Hosss, Urakemard,

Eventually, in 1998 after seventeen years of restoration and conservation,
the Tomrs left Garden House and moved 1o Winkhill, Leek. The Ganden
House was sold to Mr and Mrs Mitchel] from Marchingion, The Mitchells
camieed out several altemtons and addittons, a5 can be seen Troan the sale
brochure below,

Possibily the diamond shape above the “round piece’ shown as a sketch in
the brochure below may be the hatchment of Sir Thomas Cotion
Sheppard —  illustrated in Chapter 12, The Coitton Sheppards moved into
thee Ganden Hlowse whilst the Holl was hr:ing i,

1 don"t give any eredence 1o the sugpestion in the sales detakls that the
‘round picce” - or in fact any panm of The Garden House — has any
ceclesiastical connection,

The Mitchells lefi in 2000 and were followed by Mr and Mrs Debwyn

Sevens.
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I have re-introcdaced below the sketch of the Gasden House as it was in
1841, in onder that it can be compared with later photographs, and of
comersa: it also shows the essentind large section of it which renains tosday,
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Chapter 23
INTO THE NEW MILLENNIUM

In the late 19905 JCE oblzined planning permission for five executive-
stybe houses to be built on the site of the ‘1o be demolished” Crakemarsh
Hall. This site also imcluded the sinp of access land which they still
owned from the Hall frontage up to the roadside of the old Unoxeter to
Racester road,

The muined Hall and site with planning permission was sold by ICB o
Moorkands Investmem Corporation who contracted with Lythgate Homes
of Ledcestershine to build fve exacitive homes.

Site office open from 2<ipm &
For further details apply to
Sole Agents John German |
on Burton (1253 512244




'I:ll-rwll--ll'l: nl-rrunl Hllin!hflm durht h-m-drmhn-flhﬂu r'udhm.l: ilaseier
o Hosorsbor in 19550 The sl rosd throegh Combridpe bs s e sther s of fhe Hall

Crakemarsh Hall was demolished in 1998, The old bricks were pat onto
pallets and any useable timbers, which had escoped the fires of
vandfalism, were removed for sale by the demaolition firm

Tha slfie of Crakemans Hall sfer g demolition in 1990



A huge ameant of unwanted mubble was wsed 1o fill in the vast aren of
celtars which had been under the Hall The site was finally cleared and
Bevelled, this enabling the building of the five houses 1o commence.

T five houses thad were balll on the siic of Cralemard Hall weee completed in e & illonsium
year 2800 A0,

147



This brief record has been compiled o preserve the scarce and scatbered
historical records of this ancient Saxon Manor from long before the
Norman Conguest until the present day,

John Walker, Utoxeter 2000
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