WHITE’S HISTORY, GAZETTEER AND DIRECTORY OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 1851

HANBURY is a small but pleasant village, upon a lofty eminence, overlooking

the vale of the Dove ; to the north of which are seen the moorlands and picturesque hills of Derbyshire ; seven miles N.W. by W. of Burton-upon-Trent, and the same distance S.E. by E. of Uttoxeter. The PARISH of Hanbury is a very extensive district, being upwards of five miles square, and including the north end of Needwood Forest, and ten villages and hamlets, divided into five TOWNSHIPS, viz., Hanbury, Newborough, Marchington, Marchington Woodlands, and Draycott-in-the Clay. The latter includes Moreton and Stubby-lane ; and Hanbury township includes the villages, &c., of Hanbury-Woodend, Faulde, and Coton-under-Needwood.  (See page 528.)  The whole parish comprises 2483 inhabitants, and about 13,000 acres of land, of which 3372 acres consist of allotments on Needwood Forest, as will be seen in the description of that now enclosed and fertile tract, at a subsequent page.   These allotments to the five townships include 1103 acres, awarded to the Duchy of Lancaster ; 212 acres in lieu of the rectorial tithes ; and 93 acres, in lieu of the vicarial tithes of the forest lands within the parish ;  but the old enclosures are still subject to both.   H.C.M. Ingram Esq., is lord of Agardsley and Marchington MANORS, and has a paramount jurisdiction over the whole parish, but there are several mesne lords, and among the principal land owners in this large parish are Richard Greene, Esq., Mrs. Adderley, Thomas Webb, John Bott, and Thomas K. Hall, Esqrs., and Lord Vernon.


HANBURY, the capital of this extensive parish, has only about 1600 acres, and 114 souls. It is a place of great antiquity.  In the year 680, the Saxon princess, St. Werburgh, became Abbess of a Nunnery founded here by her brother Ethelred, King of Mercia.  She was buried in this convent ; but in 876 her bones were removed to Chester, where an elegant shrine was erected to her memory.  No vestige of the nunnery is now visible ; but it is supposed to have stood near the east end of the present church, where many human bones have been dug up in a garden and gravel pit.   The Manor House, sometimes called the Rectory, is the seat of Richard Greene Esq., the lessee of the rectorial tithes, etc.   It commands an extensive prospect, and was anciently the seat of the Hanbury family.   The CHURCH, dedicated to St. Werburgh, was founded long before the Norman Conquest, and was anciently a rectory attached to the nunnery.   It stands on the edge of a steep declivity, near the northern extremity of Needwood Forest, and was repaired, and the tower and south aisle rebuilt, in 1824 ; towards which two grants were obtained from the revenues of the Duchy of Lancaster, and the society for building new churches.   It was re-pewed, and the whole building restored and beautified in 1842, at the cost of £1300.   The clerestory windows were illuminated with stained glass, and other decorations made, in 1850.   The vicarage, valued at £362, is in the patronage of the Bishop of Lichfield, and incumbency of the Rev. James Riddell, M.A.  The old vicarage-house was taken down in 1793, by the Rev. Hugh Bailye, who erected a new one on the opposite side of the church, and it has been much improved by the present vicar.   Marchington and Newborough are chapelries, as afterwards noticed.   Here is a Wesleyan chapel, built in 1833.   The parish feast is on the Sunday before Midsummer day.  The FREE SCHOOL, with a house for the master, was erected about 1815, at the cost of £400, which was raised by subscription, aided by a donation from the Diocesan Society, but it was rebuilt on a larger scale, in 1848, at a cost of about £900.  In 1783, Jane Browne left £200 for the instruction of poor girls of Hanbury parish ; and it was laid out in the purchase of lands in Draycott, which, with an allotment made to it at the enclosure of Needwood Forest, is now let for £13. 12s. per annum.   Out of money left for charitable uses by Mr. Hawkins, of Burton-upon-Trent, £200 was paid to the trustees of this school, and invested in the purchase of £354. 15s. 3d., three per cent. consols.   A grant from the crown, of £400, obtained in 1825, out of the produce of timber felled in Needwood Forest, has since been invested in the same stock, for the benefit of the school, in the names of the Vicar, the Bishop, and other trustees ; but the appointment of the master is vested with the trustees of Wakefield’s Charity, in Tutbury.   The master and his wife teach about 30 free scholars, of Hanbury and Draycott.  The TOWN LANDS, etc., consist of a house and several detached pieces of land, in Hanbury, of copyhold tenure, containing together 11 acres 1 rood 18 perches, let for £35. 13s. per annum, which,  by ancient  usage, is appropriated towards the payment of the church levies, county and constable rates, the repairing of roads, bridges, culverts, fences, and town pumps, and similar public purposes, in the township of Hanbury, under the direction of the trustees, W. Foster and W. and J. Hollis, Esqs.  The POORS’ LAND consists of Millfield, 2 acres 2 roods, taken in exchange, at the enclosure, for 11 selions or leys, purchased with £15 ; Bostake’s close, 1 acre 11 perches, purchased with £20, left by John Turner ; and an allotment of 2 acres 2 roods 11 perches, made on the enclosure of Needwood, in respect of the above.  They are let for about £13 per annum ; which is distributed, half-yearly, (on Good Friday and St. Thomas’s day,) by the tenant of the Millfield.  The other BENEFACTIONS to the poor of Hanbury are – 10s. yearly, out of the Four-lands, left by George Timbrill, in 1703 ; an annual rent charge of £6 to Hanbury and Draycott, out of a large estate left by John Villiers, in 1719 ; 12s. yearly, in bread, to poor widows of Hanbury and Woodend, out of a house at the latter place, left by Joan Henley, in 1755 ; 30s. yearly to Hanbury, out of an estate at Alvaston, left by Mrs. Woolock, to be divided as follows, viz., 10s. to the minister, for a sermon on New Year’s day ; 10s. to the parish clerk, for keeping clean the monuments of the Woolocks in the church, and 10s. to the poor : 6s. 8d yearly, out of Lord Vernon’s estate at Draycott, to the poor of that township ; and the interest of £100, left in 1846 by the late Robert J. Harper, of the New Lodge, to provide coals for the poor of Hanbury.  The last-named donor was axe-bearer to her Majesty.


HANBURY-WOODEND is a hamlet of scattered houses, near the eastern side of Hanbury, and contains 311 souls, and 410 acres of land, mostly belonging to Captain Tennant.


COTON, one mile N.W. of Hanbury, is a small village generally called Coton-under-Needwood, to distinguish it from outher places of the same name.  It has 72 souls, and 770 acres.  Mrs. Adderley is lady of the manor, but the Hall, a neat rural mansion erected in 1790, is occupied by John Bott, Esq.


FAULDE, or Felde, is a hamlet of 56 souls, and 860 acres, partly on a romantic terrace in Dovedale, one mile N.E. of  Hanbury, where great quantities of white and variagated alabaster, or gypsum, are got at considerable depth below the surface, for the use of china, earthenware, and Derbyshire spar manufacturers, who use it for making moulds, &c.   Some of the farmers have cheese presses made of this heavy and beautiful stone.  Mr. Thomas Browne is lord of the manor.  The ancient hall is now a farm house ........................


HANBURY TOWNSHIP

    Those marked 1 reside at Coton, 2 Faulde,

3 Hanbury, 4 Woodend, and 5 at Far Woodend.

Anson Hon. Mrs., New Lodge

5 Alsop Mr. Lot // 5 Bladon Mrs Mary

3 Archer Rev. William Henry, M.A. , curate

3 Bannister Jacob, tailor & parish clerk

1 Bott John , Esq., Coton Hall

3 Foster Thomas, victualler Shoulder of Mutton

Greene Richard, Esq., banker, Hall

2 Hill Henry, Alabaster Works

3 Hollis John, gentleman

5 Hollis Thomas, park keeper

3 Riddell Rev James, M.A., vicar

3 Wakelin Edwin & Mary, Free School

5 Wallis John, wood ranger

3 Wilson William, victualler Cock


BLACKSMITHS.

5 Deaville Israel

4 Longford John

3 Watson John


FARMERS.

1 Archer Henry

1 Archer John

Archer William, Foxholes

5 Baker Ebenezer

4 Blurton Edward

4 Bowen Thomas

4 Bowen William

1 Bullock James

3 Copeland Thomas

5 Cotton & Lloyd

3 Deaville Mary

4 Deaville Thomas, (and butcher)

3 Hollis John

3 Warrington John


JOINERS.

4 Archer Isaac

1 Archer Thomas


SHOEMAKERS.

5 Riddell James

3 Wakelin John


SHOPKEEPERS.

5 Bagnall Joseph ( and baker)

5 Stubbs George

3 Woolley Mary


WHEELWRIGHTS.

3 Dunn George

5 Marlow William, ( & beerhouse)


POST OFFICE


at Mary Wooley’s.


Letters despatched via Lichfield,


4. 30 afternoon.

