WHITE’S HISTORY, GAZETTEER AND DIRECTORY OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 1851

MAVESYN RIDWARE parish extends from 5 to 8 miles, N.N.W. of Lichfield, on the Uttoxeter road, from High Bridge on the Trent, to Blithford Bridge on the river Blithe.  It contains the small villages of  MAVESYN and HILL RIDWARE,  6 miles, and BLITHBURY, 8 miles N. by W. of Lichfield.  Its population amounts only to 523 souls, though it comprises a highly cultivated and picturesque district of 2450 acres, of which Hugo Mavesyn Chadwick, Esq., of New Hall, Warwickshire ; Lord Bagot, Mr. Thomas Brindley, and Mr. Thomas Adie, are the principal owners ; but Lord Leigh is lord paramount of these manors, as well as of those of Hamstall and Pipe Ridware.  After the Conquest, Mavesyn Ridware was given to Roger de Montgomery, under whom it was held by Azeline, another adventurous follower of the Normon Conqueror. From the latter it passed to the knightly family of Mavesyn, with whom it remained for ten generations ; and one of them, in 1403, had a deadly feud with his neighbour the lord of Handsacre, as has been seen at page 555.   The two co-heiresses of the Mavesyns married Sir William Handsacre and Sir John Cawarden. The old manor house, with a large estate and fishery of the Trent, have belonged to the Chadwick family since the year 1615, and are now possessed by H.M. Chadwick, Esq., who formerly resided at Hill Ridware, in a modern brick mansion, called the Upper House, seated on an eminence one mile north of the church, and now occupied by Captain Pearson.   Hill Ridware Cottage is the pleasant seat of W. Harwood, Esq.  The Church stands on the north bank of the Trent.  It is dedicated to St. Nicholas, and was rebuilt in 1782, except the tower and north aisle, at the cost of £730, part of the old stones being used in the walls and faced with brick.  The rectory, valued in K.B. at £7. 2s.11d., and now at £438, is in the alternate patronage of H.M. Chadwick and J.N. Lane, Esqrs., and incumbency of the Rev. Thomas Grove, M.A., who has held the living fifty years, and is now assisted by the Rev. John Underwood, B.D.  The tithes are commuted for 

2s. 1½ d. per acre, and the glebe is 11 acres, with an ancient Rectory House.   The Benefactions to the poor of the parish consist of 6s. 8d. yearly, left by Richard Lyon in 1682, and four acres of land at Armitage, purchased with £200, bequeathed by Daniel Sandford in 1779.  Here are two schools, supported chiefly by subscription.  The Trent abounds with a great variety of  FISH, some of which are very large.  In 1785, a pike was caught here which weighed 24 ½ lbs., and another in 1772 weighing 31¾ lbs.   The Otter (now rarely seen,) is the most formidable enemy of the pike in this river, and will kill and devour those of the largest size.  This and the neighbouring royalties had “game of swans” from time immemorial ; and great numbers of those majestic birds were formerly bred on the Trent in a wild state, those belonging to each of the eight liberties being distinguished by a peculiar mark made by the swan-marker, who annually caught them for that purpose with an iron crook.  It is said these swans were very vicious in pairing time ; and a cob, when guarding his mate, has been known to beat and nearly drown a powerful dog ; “and a lusty farmer was once unhorsed and ducked, as he attempted to cross the river too near a nest.”


BLITHBURY or Blythbury, is a hamlet on the north side of the parish, overlooking the vale of the Blithe, 8 miles N. by W. of Lichfield.   Here Hugo Mavesyn settled in the reign of Henry I. and founded a church and priory on his demesne.  The priory was dedicated to St. Giles, and occupied by Benedictine Monks ; but no traces of it now remain, the site having been long occupied by a farm house, belonging to H.M. Chadwick, Esq.  Mr. Thomas Brindley and Mr. James Moxon have estates here.  The most pleasant situations in the parish are the two farms, called Bentley and Cawarden Spring, the former half a mile east, and the latter nearly a mile west of Blithbury.


Marked 2 are at Blithbury, 3 at Cawarden Spring,

4 Hill Ridware, 5 Mavesyn Ridware.

2 Cope Miss Alice // 5 Grove Miss

Grove Rev. T. M.A. rector ; home London

4 Harwood William, Esq., Ridware Cottage

4 Longhurst Edward, Post Office

4 Longhurst Edward, junior, schoolmaster and parish clerk

4 Matthews Rev. Marmaduke

4 Pearson Captain Charles, Upper House

4 Pearson Mr. John and Mrs. Elizabeth

2 Preston Joseph, sawyer

4 Robinson Sampson, plumber, etc.

5 Underwood Rev. John, B.D., curate, Rectory


INNS AND TAVERNS.

2 Bull’s Head, Joseph Preston

4 Chadwick’s Arms, Silas Miles, and surveyor of highways

4 Royal Oak, Ann Cope

2 Swan, John Farmer, (and butcher)


BLACKSMITHS.

2 Millett Solomon

4 Tuft Matthew


FARMERS.

(*are Maltsters.)

5 Ball William

2 Bevons Isaac

2 Bevons Joseph

2 Birch John

4 Bromsgrove T. and butcher

2 Brownson John

4 Cope Walter

4* Gough William

2 Hand John

4*Hall John

2 Holland Thomas

4 Hutchinson James

Jackson Thomas & miller, Wade lane

3 Lawrence Thomas

4 Miles Silas

5 Orgill Thomas

5 Potts John, Old Hall

2 Preston Charles

2 Rowley Thomas

4 Sanders Job J.

Slater William Bentley House

2 Slater William, junior

4 Stockley Thomas

4*Taylor Edward

Walters Thomas Priory


JOINERS & WHEELWRIGHTS.

4 Robinson Samuel

4 Robinson Thomas

2 Wainwright John


SHOEMAKERS.

Beck T., Vine House

2 Hodgkinson A.

4 Ordish Thomas


SHOPKEEPERS.

2 Cope Francis

4 Harvey William and beerhouse

4 Hewitson William

4 Newman Edward


POST OFFICE

at Edward Longhurst’s. Letters

despatched at 5 p.m.

CARRIER, Walter Cope, to Lichfield

