WHITE’S HISTORY, GAZETTEER AND DIRECTORY OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 1851

KINFARE, or, as it is commonly called, KINVER, is a large and pleasant village, consisting of one long street, with many good houses, on the declivity of an eminence called Kinfare Edge, on the west bank of the river Stour, near the borders of Worcestershire, four miles W.S.W. of Stourbridge, and 11 miles S. by W. of Wolverhampton.  It was anciently a borough and market town of some importance, but the weekly market has long been obsolete, though the market-house or town-hall still remains.  Its two old fairs are also obsolete, but three others have been lately established for the sale of swine, etc, on the last Tuesday in February, the second Tuesday in May, and the first Tuesday in December.  Kinfare was formerly noted for the manufacture of both coarse and fine narrow woollen cloth, and it has now several forges, etc, for the manufacture of bar, rod, and sheet iron ; and one of them, at a place called Hyde, is said to be the first rolling and slitting mill erected in England, being founded by one Brindley, who went into Germany, and there “acted the part of a fool,” until he had obtained a complete knowledge of all the machinery, etc, used in the iron works of that kingdom.  The parish is intersected by the Stour river and the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal, and contains about 9000 acres of fertile land, and 2207 inhabitants.  It consists of two manors, viz., Kinfare, (including Compton, Dunsley, Iverley-hay, and Stourton, ) of which John Hodgetts Hodgetts Foley, Esq., M.P., of Prestwood Hall, is lord ; and Whittington, on the east side of the Stour, of which the Earl of Stamford is lord.  These lords are likewise owners of most of the land; but here are a few small freeholders and copyholders, the latter of whom pay small chief rents, and a fine, equal to two years’ rent, on the change of lord or tenant.

On the south side of Kinfare Edge, is a small plain covered with sand, where there are the remains of an ancient encampment, of an oblong form, 300 yards long, and 200 broad, which tradition says was the work of the Danes, but Shaw imagines it to have been constructed by Wulfere, one of the kings of Mercia ; - Kin-vaur, signifying, in the Anglo-Saxon language, the great edge or ridge.  Just below the camp appears a tumulus, surrounded by a narrow ditch, and supposed to cover the ashes of a Celtic warrior.  Near it is a large stone of a square figure, two yards in height and four in circumference, but tapering towards the summit, on which there are two notches.  It is called Bastone, or Bolstone.  On the north side of the hill is a remarkable cavern, called Meg-o-fox-hole.  The Church holds a lofty situation upon the same hill, on the west side of the village, and is an ancient fabric, dedicated to St. Peter.  From the form of an arch over the principal window, Bishop Littleton supposed it to have been erected even prior to the Norman conquest; but the chapel adjoining the chancel, he ascribes to the time of Henry the Third, when the Hamptons were lords here, and resided at Stourton Castle.  Here are some fragments of painted glass, and several antique monuments of the families of Grey, Hampton, Hodgett, Foley and Talbot.  The nave was re-pewed, and a west gallery erected in 1834.  By this improvement, 315 additional sittings were obtained.  There are now 689 sittings, of which 256 are free.  A new organ was erected in 1836, at the cost of £205.  The perpetual curacy, valued at £140, is in the patronage of the Earl of Stamford and 

J. H. H. Foley, Esq., and incumbency of the Rev. George Wharton, M.A.  J. H. H. Foley, Esq.,  is impropriator of the tithes, and pays thereout the yearly sum of £43. 6s. 8d. to the officiating curate, who also receives the following yearly payments, viz., £5. 6s. 8d. from the Leather Sellers’ Company of London, pursuant to the bequest of William Moseley, in 1617; and £47, from a house at Shadwell, in Middlesex, and three small tenements at Kinfare.


The FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL, of Kinfare, was endowed before the 13th of Elizabeth; but the date of its foundation is unknown.  Of the benefactors of land, only two appear to be known, viz., William Vynsent, in 1592, and Roger Jeston, in 1605.  The yearly income now amounts to about £130, of which £6. 13s. 4d. is an anuuity charged on the tithes of Kinver, in consideration of £50 left in 1595, by John Jorden; and £2. 13s. 4d. is paid by the Leather Sellers’ Company of London, pursuant to the will of William Moseley, in 1617.  The rest arises from land and buildings in this parish.   The school was rebuilt in 1819, after having lain dormant for several years, during which the funds were employed in repairing the buildings on the school lands, and in erecting four new cottages.  It is only free for the classics.  The present master, the Rev. George Wharton, M.A., is allowed to take boarders.  Here are National Schools, attended by about 150 children.


BENEFACTIONS TO THE POOR.- In 1625, Roger Jeston left £5 a-year to be paid by the Haberdashers’ Company of London.  In 1624, £28 given by the Jorden family, was laid out in the purchase of two houses with gardens, in Kinfare, now let for £13 a-year, including the rent of an allotment made at the enclosure in 1800.  In 1649, Thomas Keyghtley, Esq., left a yearly rent charge of £5, out of land at Bromsgrove, to be distributed on St. Thomas’s day amongst twenty aged poor.  The sum of 50 shillings is paid yearly out of the Bible Meadow, to purchase bibles, testaments, and catechisms, pursuant to the bequest of the Rev. Roger Kimberley, in 1659.  The yearly sum of £2. 16s., being the interest of £70 arising from the gift of Robert Bird, in 1689, is distributed in apprentice fees and donations to young women.  Five cottages, with gardens to each, at Whittington, were derived from the gifts of Longworth Crosse, Mary Newey, and others, in 1717, and are now occupied, rent free, by poor families.  In 1659, George Brindley gave 20 shillings to be distributed in bread out of the Burgage field.  The poor have also 20 shillings  yearly out of an estate at Dunsley, left by John Grove, in 1698; £2, from a house and garden at Stourton, left by John Cook, in 1770, and £2. 10s. as the interest of £50, bequeathed by Margaret Comber, in 1777.  They also receive, as their portion of William Seabright’s charity, of Alveley, in Shropshire, £3. 7s. 4d in bread, yearly.


Compton is a hamlet of scattered houses, 2 miles west of Kinfare, near the borders of Shropshire.


Stourton Castle, nearly 2 miles N. of Kinfare, on the west bank of the Stour, is a venerable mansion, which was repaired about twenty years ago, and is occupied by James Foster, Esq.  At an early period it was the property of the Hamptons, and Leland says, “I heard there was a Lord Storton, a baron of this Storton.”  It was fortified for the King at the commencement of the civil wars, but surrendered to the Parliament in 1644.  The celebrated Cardinal Pole was born in this castle in 1500.  His descent was illustrious, being younger son of Lord Montague (cousin german of Henry VII.), by Margaret, daughter of George Duke of Clarence, brother of Edward IV.  He received many marks of royal favour from Henry VIII., but his court influence was of short duration; for having vigorously opposed the divorce of Catherine of Arragon, he became so obnoxious to the lascivious King, that he was obliged to seek shelter in Italy, where he wrote his celebrated piece, intituled “De Unitate Ecclesiastica,”

which so exasperated Henry, that he caused an act of attainder to be passed against him, which, however, was repealed when the Catholic Mary ascended the throne.  On his return to England, the Cardinal’s first act was to absolve the kingdom from the papal interdict under which it laboured, on account of the apostacy of Henry VIII.  He was now advanced to the Archbishopric of Canterbury, but he died shortly after, on November 17th, 1558, the same day on which the Queen herself expired.  Whilst in Italy, he was twice elected to the Papal See, after the death of Pope Paul the third, but he declined the honour, because one election was too hasty, and the other was made in the night.


Whittington, on the opposite side of the Stour, one mile E. of Kinfare, and four miles S.W. of Stourbridge, is a small village and ancient manor, belonging to the Earl of Stamford, as has already been seen.

Kinver

In the following DIRECTORY OF KINFARE PARISH, those marked 1 reside at Compton, 2 Dunsley, 3 Gothersley, 4 Iverley, 5 Whittington, 6 Stourton, and the rest at Kinfare.

Adams Henry, plumber, painter, etc.

Arnold Sarah, schoolmistress

3 Bate George. Esq., Gothersley House

Bennett James, schoolmaster (post office)

1 Bennett Joseph, ironmaster

6 Bennett Captain William, Stourton

6 Binder William, gardener

1 Brindley Joseph, gentleman, Union Hall

Burgess George, miller, Check hill

Clissett William, coal merchant

Coley Henry, saddler, etc.

2 Davenport Mrs. Jane, Dunsley

Dorees Frederick, hair dresser, etc.

5 Edwards Thomas, ironworks manager

Foster James, Esq., ironmaster; house Stourton Castle

Green Mr. Edward

2 Hancox Mrs. A.

Hodgson Henry, Esq., Kinfare House

Holyoake Thomas, surgeon

Johnson Eliza, Infant School

Lea & Boulton, bar and rod iron, etc. manufacturers, Hyde Iron Works

3 Maybury Joseph, manager

Mills William, hair dresser, etc.

Morris John, grocer and draper

1 Musselwhite Ralph, gentleman, Iron House

Parkes Benjamin & Jesson, spade & shovel manufacturers, Hyde Mills

Parkes Thomas, draper, etc

Pearce William, land agent, Kinfare Hall

Powis James, draper and hatter

Reynolds Edward, parish clerk

6 Robins Benjamin, gentleman

Robins Thomas, solicitor

Shaw Hannah, earthenware dealer

5 Southall William, iron refiner

Turner Charles, hat manufacturer

5 Warden William, bar iron, etc., manufacturer; house Birmingham

Welch John, chemist and druggist

Wharton Rev. George, M.A., vicar and master of Grammar School

5 Williams James & Benjamin, bar, rod, and sheet iron, etc. manufacturers, Whittington Iron     Works

Williams Charles roll turner

Woodyatt Thomas, screw, etc. manufacturer, Kinfare Mills

Yarronton Rev. Thomas Charles, M.A., curate

Inns and taverns

5 Anchor,  John Johnson

Cross, William Underwood

Crown Inn,  Rachel Hawkes

Dragon, Charles Nicholds

Fox, Francis Lloyd, Clambrook

George and Dragon, George Laughton

Lock Inn, William Williams

Old Plough, James Parkes

Plough and Harrow, Benjamin Mees

6 Strewpeny Inn, John Mantle

Stag, Benjamin Cookson

Swan, William Matthews

Unicorn, Mary Church

White Hart, Jesson Parkes

5 Whittington Inn, William Dunn

Beerhouses

6 Shaw Joseph

Simpson Robert

Boot and shoemakers

Brookes Thomas 

6 Corfield Joseph

Glazard James

Haynes George

Nash William

Nisbett Ralph

Perrins Samuel

Simpson Richard

Blacksmiths

Green William

Underwood William

6 Webb Thomas

Butchers

Bury Gregory

Bury John

Davis William

Johnson John

4 Parr Thomas

Farmers

5 Archer William

4 Brown William

Burgess George

2 Burgess Thomas

1 Caswell Thomas

6 Cox Joseph

5 England Thomas Hutchings

Green Joseph

1 Hill Edward

1 Horn John

6 Norris May

1 Palmer Thomas

4 Parr Thomas

Pearce William Hall

5 Pointer Thomas

2 Robins John

2 Savage Thomas

Joiners etc.


.

Butler Barnett

Dawes Edward

Smallman Richard

Maltsters

2 Mantle John

Nock John

Russell Edward

Shopkeepers

Brown Richard

Hares John

Jefferies Ann

Medlicott Moses

Nock John

Rowley William

Silk John

Skett Thomas

Tailors

Clarke John

Glover George

Johnson Samuel

Perrins Samuel

Smith Thomas

Wheelwrights

Green William

Hicks George

Post office

at James Bennett’s – Letters via Stourbridge

Carrier

William Rowley,to Stourbridge daily.

