WHITE’S HISTORY, GAZETTEER AND DIRECTORY OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 1851

BOBBINGTON parish, on the western verge of the county, nine miles S.W. of Wolverhampton, has 418 souls, and 2630 acres of land, of which 22 souls and about 500 acres are in Shropshire.  The Earl of Stamford and William Moseley, Esq., are the principal proprietors of the soil, and the latter, who has a pleasant seat here, called Leaton Hall, is lord of the manor and impropriator, having purchased the tithes of the late Thomas Whitmore, Esq., of Apley, whose son, T.C. Whitmore, Esq., M.P., is patron of the perpetual curacy, valued at only £97, and enjoyed by the Rev. George Hilder Betterton Gabert, M.A., of Claverley.  It is in the diocese of Hereford, and the Church (St. Mary,) is a small ancient structure.  The incumbent has £40 a year from a farm in the parish, bequeathed in 1689, with other property, by Edward Careswell, for the endowment of the curacy, and the support of several scholars from Bridgnorth, at Christ Church College, Oxford.  The FREE SCHOOL, at White Cross, was founded in 1792, by Hannah and Mary Corbett, for the instruction of 20 boys and 12 girls, and for providing them, once in two years, with hats, coats, gowns, shoes, and stockings, to be worn only on Sabbath days.  They are supplied with shoes and stockings every year.  The endowment consists of £1400 three per cent. consolidated bank annuities, yielding £42 per annum.  The school premises consist of a house and two school rooms, with 1¾ acre of land, occupied by the master, who receives £20 yearly, and the rest of the income is expended in clothing.  The Right Hon. Sir L. Shadwell, the Rev. John Pratt, Mr. Thomas Bowen, and a few smaller owners have estates in the parish.

BOBBINGTON DIRECTORY

(Marked + are at Halfpenny Green)

Blytheway Thomas shoemaker and victualler Lion Inn

Cooke Rev. G.H. curate

Cox William free schoolmaster White Cross

Fenn Edward, blacksmith

Hughes John, shopkeeper

Moseley William Esq. Leaton Hall

+ Parbutt William victualler Royal Oak

Peel Rev C.S. curate

+Rushton John, beast leech

Southall John, senior, timber dealer

+ Wellings Joseph, blacksmith

Farmers

Bowen Thomas, Blacklands

Davis James 

 Doolittle Edward

Green Richard 

 Hayes John

Jackson Edward

Knowles John

Nicholls Thomas, Tuck hill

Marrian William

Pearman Philip

+Rogers John 

Southall John, junior

Palmer Edmund, (and corn miller)

Stokes William, Gospel Ash 

