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DRAYTON BASSETT  is a village and parish, occupying a gentle declivity, two and a half miles S. by W. of Tamworth, and containing 406 inhabitants, and about 3900 acres of rich loamy land, most of which belongs to Sir Robert Peel, Bart, M.P., who resides at DRAYTON MANOR, an elegant and extensive mansion, delightfully situated in a beautiful park, two miles S. of Tamworth, near the site of the ancient manor house, which was taken down about 15 years ago.  The present superb mansion was built by the late Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart., at the cost of about £100,000.  It is constructed of durable white freestone, in the Elizabethan style, and was commenced by the late lamented Baronet in 1830, and finished in 1835, but in 1844-‘5, it was enlarged by the erection of an extensive Picture Gallery, now containing one of the most valuable collections of paintings in the kingdom.  Many of the apartments are spacious and elegantly furnished, and everything within and without is in keeping with the palace-like appearance of the mansion.  The park comprises more than 200 acres, and it is well stocked with deer.  It commands beautiful views, and displays many sylvan beauties, with extensive gardens and tasteful shrubberies and pleasure grounds.  Drayton Manor was anciently held by the Bassett family.  About 40 years ago, it was sold by the Marquis of Bath to the first Sir Robert Peel, who during the preceding half century, had accumulated an immense fortune as a calico printer and cotton manufacturer, near the small town of Bury, in Lancashire, where his son, the late Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart., was born on February 5th, 1788, and was consequently in the 63rd year of his age on June 29th, 1850, when he was mortally injured by a fall from his horse on Constitution hill, London, and the nation was plunged into the deepest grief and consternation by the sudden death of its most popular and talented statesman, who had several times held the high office of Prime Minister, and who, both in office and out, had been the means of carrying through Parliament most of the great and salutary reforms which have taken place during the present century, though to some of them he had been a firm and zealous opponent in preceding years; but he had the patriotism and wisdom to give way to the imperative will of the great majority of the nation, especially in 1829, when the Catholic Emancipation Bill was passed, and in 1846 when, as Prime Minister, he deserted his protectionist friends and adopted free trade doctrines in the widest and most liberal sense, and carried his measure with the assistance of Mr. Cobden and the other great anti-corn law agitators.  The biography of this illustrious statesman belongs to the history of Lancashire.  He represented the University of Oxford from 1817 till 1829, and during the last 20 years of his life, he sat in the House of Commons as one of the representatives of Tamworth, where a statue is about to be erected to his memory.  Monuments, or memorials of him, in the shape of public institutions, are about being erected at various places in the kingdom, and a fund is being raised to assist in the erection of churches in the new ecclesiastical districts formed under “Peel’s Act” of 1843. (See page 40.) The first Sir Robert Peel was created a baronet in 1800.  The present baronet was born in 1822, and is unmarried, and one of the parliamentary representatives of Tamworth.  Drayton Parish Church, dedicated to St. Peter, was rebuilt above 50 years ago, except the tower.  It is a plain Gothic structure, under which is the vault which the remains of the late Sir Robert Peel were interred July 9th, 1850.  He was thrown from his horse June 29th, and died July 2nd.  The rectory, valued in K.B. at £7. 1s. 4d., and now at £244, is the patronage of the Lord Chancellor, and incumbency of the Rev. W. M. Lally, D.C.L.  The tithes were commuted in 1836 for £212 per annum.  Sir Robert Peel supports a charity school in the village , for the education of 40 poor children.  The small hamlets of Bangley and Sherral Park, about two miles N. of Drayton, are the property of Lord Wenlock. 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart., M.P., and Lady Peel, Drayton Manor

Marked * are in Sir Robert’s employ.

*Ballard James, head gamekeeper

Browne Rev. A., curate; house Fazeley

Cammack Thomas, victualler, Bassett’s Pole

*Chandler Susan, housekeeper

Hastelow James, shopkeeper and victualler, White Lion

*Hill William, land surveyor

Lally Rev. William Michael, D.C.L., Rectory

*Matthews John, land agent; house Fazeley

*Morhall Joseph, park keeper

Nibbs Mary, schoolmistress

Preston Charles, shopkeeper

Tuffield Frederick, schoolmaster

Wade Joseph, organist, etc

*Watton Alfred, house steward

*Wightman John, head gardener

Wildig John, parish clerk

*Wilson William, farm bailiff

Wright Thomas, shoemaker

Farmers 

(+ at Bangley)

Adams Emma

Arnold Thomas, Sherral Park

Baker James

+Barton James C.

Bond John

Brown John

+Clarkson John

Cooper Gregory

Dutton Joseph

+Glover John

Ingram Margaret

Ingram Robert

Jackson Charles

Jackson Thomas

+Mills Henry

Toon Edward

Wakefield Thomas

