WHITE’S HISTORY, GAZETTEER AND DIRECTORY OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 1851

TUTBURY, celebrated for its ruined castle, once the seat of the Mercian kings, and afterwards of the Earls and Dukes of Lancaster, was anciently a market town, and is still a large and respectable village, pleasantly seated on the south bank of the river Dove, which separates it from Derbyshire, 5 miles N. W. of Burton-upon-Trent.  It has a large station on the North Staffordshire Railway, which here separates in two branches to Derby and Burton. The village has still two FAIRS for horned cattle, etc. on February 14th and December 1st; a hiring for servants on the second Monday after Michaelmas day; a large cotton mill, on the Dove, erected in 1781; and glass works commenced 1836, and having steam power for glass cutting, etc.  Tutbury Parish increased its population from 844 in 1801, to 1798 souls in 1851.  It contains about 4000 acres, including 777 acres in the Tutbury Ward of Needwood Forest, as noticed at page 572.  The Queen, as Duchess of Lancaster, is lady of the manor, and owner of about 2000 acres of the soil, let to several lessees.  The rest of the parish belongs to Sir Oswald Mosley, Captain Townshend and a number of other freeholders and copyholders, owing suit and service to the court of the HONOUR OF TUTBURY, which anciently comprised within its jurisdiction a large portion of this and the adjacent counties.  Henry Chawner, Esq., is steward of the manor, and J. P. Dyott, Esq., of Lichfield, is steward of the Courts Leet and Baron of the Honour of Tutbury; but the Court of Record, formerly held once in three weeks, for the recovery of small debts, has been discontinued since the establishment of district county courts.  It is said, that at a very early period, some of the royal personages who occupied its once magnificent castle, constituted Tutbury, a free borough, and granted to its inhabitants many valuable privileges, among which were “divers liberties of common, of pasture, purvenage, and estovers, in the forest of Needwood,” and freedom from  all toll, tonnage, package, poundage, and other exactions within all their possessions.”

The CASTLE, than which there is none more famous in England, is said to have been founded in the early part of the Saxon era, and to have been the chief residence of the Kings of Mercia.  The last Saxon who held Tutbury was Hugh de Albrincis, but he was dispossessed  by the Norman Conquerer, who gave it to Henry de Ferrers, who rebuilt the castle upon a larger scale.  In the Ferrers family it remained, till Robert de Ferrers, the rebel Earl of Derby, forfeited it in 1250 to Henry III., who bestowed it on his second son, Edmund, Earl of Lancaster.  In 1332, it once more reverted to the crown, in consequence of the rebellion of Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, against Edward II. (See page 535.) The castle having suffered considerably during this revolt, and being afterwards allowed to fall into decay, was rebuilt upon the ancient site in 1350, by JOHN OF GAUNT, the first Duke of Lancaster, and fourth son of Edward III.  It now became the scene of much festivity and splendour, and the number of minstrels who crowded to it were so great, that, as an expedient for preserving order among them, the celebrated John of Gaunt appointed a chief minstrel, with the title of king, and inferior officers under him, to assist in the execution of laws, which the illustrious but whimsical Duke embodied in a charter, granted to the “King of the Minstrels,” in 1381.  The king, and other officers of the musical fraternity, were elected annually, with much pomp and ceremony, on the festival of the assumption of the Virgin Mary, when, after the business of the court was finished, and after partaking of a sumptuous repast at the castle, the minstrels assembled in the afternoon at the gate of the priory, where the prior, by the tenure under which John of Gaunt had granted a new charter to the monastery, was obliged to provide them with a bull; and thus commenced that ludicrous and inhuman sport called the “Tutbury bull-running.”  The bull, previous to its being presented to the minstrels, had always his horns, ears and tail cut off, his body besmeared over with soap, and his nostrils blown full of pepper.  In this horrid condition he was let loose; and if the surrounding minstrels could catch hold of him so as to deprive him of the smallest portion of his hair, he was declared to be their property, provided this could be done in Staffordshire, and before sun-set.  But before being delivered to the minstrels, the bull was baited with dogs at the Market cross.  This custom is supposed by some antiquaries to have been an imitation of the Spanish bull-fights, which is not improbable, as the eccentric, yet good-natured prince, John of Gaunt, was King of the provinces of Castile and Leon, in Spain.   After several centuries, the pursuit of the bull, which had been confined to the minstrels, became general;  and numerous throngs, from Tutbury and the neighbouring places, promiscuously joined in the chase, which often ended in quarrels and bloodshed.   The last bull-running took place in 1778, when William Bennett, of Tutbury, was killed in an affray with a party from Burton; in consequence of which, the clergy, and other inhabitants of the neighbourhood, successfully petitioned the King, as lord of the Honour of Tutbury, to absolve the Duke of Devonshire from this singular tenure, under which he held the priory lands.

On the demise of John of Gaunt, the Duchy of Lancaster and all its dependencies devolved on his son, who afterwards ascended the throne as Henry IV., so that the honour and castle of Tutbury, with his other possessions, became attached to the Crown, as they have since remained.  In 1569, the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots was confined in Tutbury Castle; and in the latter part of the following year, she was removed to Sheffield by the Earl of Shrewsbury; but she was brought hither again in 1584, and remained a close prisoner in the solitary castle till 1586, when she was removed to Chartley, and from thence in 1587, to Fotheringhay, where she was beheaded on February 8th, in the same year, evincing in her last moments all the fortitude and resignation of a martyr.  James I., in one of this tours through England, visited Tutbury Castle, and such are the strange vicissitudes of life, that those walls which had so long re-echoed the sighs of his mother, were now shaken with the acclamations of a multitude assembled to greet her son, their sovereign.  In the  civil wars of the 17th century, the CASTLE was garrisoned for Charles I., who spent a fortnight here in 1643;  but after a long siege, it surrendered to the parliamentarians, under Colonel Brereton, in 1648, and was soon afterwards dismantled.  Since then it has been a neglected ruin, which, from its situation, upon a lofty conical mount, on the south bank of the Dove, has now a very picturesque appearance.  From the ruins which still remain, it is evident that the whole area of the castle contained about three acres, and was encompassed by a strong embattled wall, and a broad deep ditch; over which, Plot says, there was in his time an extraordinary bridge, composed of distinct pieces of wood, none of them above a yard long, though unsupported by any archwork, pillars, or other prop, and yet “the more weight was upon it, the stronger it was.” The ancient gateway is tolerably entire, and towers and buildings, with hewel staircases, as well as vestiges of divisions of rooms, with fire places, can yet be discovered in different parts of the walls, which appear to have been of immense strength and thickness, constructed of hewen freestone, with admixtures of gypsum.  A round tower, intended to appear as a ruin, was erected on a high mound by the late Lord Vernon, whose successor is now lessee  of the Castle and the adjacent lands, and resides at Sudbury Hall, on the Derbyshire side of the Dove.  Among the ruins is a modern house occupied by Mr. R. Ward, who keeps the keys of the Castle, to which the public are allowed free access.  The summit of the castle hill commands an extensive and picturesque view of  Needwood Forest on the south, and Dovedale and Derbyshire in the north.

Of the PRIORY, which was founded in 1080, by Henry de Ferrers, nothing now remains, except the present parish church, which is a portion of that anciently attached to the convent, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary.  The religious of this Priory were monks of the Benedictine order, and by the gift of the founder, possessed a great extent of landed property.  Other sources of revenue were conferred upon them by William Rufus, for the benefit of the souls of William I. and his Queen Maud; and for the health of his father’s wife, Berta, and their sons and daughters.  Berta afterwards gave them the town of Doveridge, and the manor of Estanfort.  Earl  Robert, the grandson of the founder, gave them the tithes of Newborough, and decreed by a  new charter that the prior should in future be elected from the monks of St. Piere, in Normandy.  Several other descendants of the family of Ferrers also contributed largely to augment the possessions of this monastery, which received a confirmatory charter from John of Gaunt, who subjected the monks to a tenure of finding a bull yearly for the sport and benefit of the minstrels, as already noticed.  The annual income of the priory was £244 16s  8d., in 1538, when it was surrendered by the prior and eight monks to Henry VIII.  In the sixth of Edward VI., it was granted, with the rectorial tithes of Tutbury, to Sir Willliam Cavendish, who pulled down the priory and part of the church, to build a large mansion for the residence of his son Henry.  The late possessor, the Duke of Devonshire, sold the rectorial lands and tithes in 1820, to John Spencer, Esq., from whom they passed to J. S. Stone, Esq.  About the same time his Grace gave the advowson of the vicarage to the vicar of Bakewell, in Derbyshire, in exchange for the patronage of a new church which he erected some years ago at Buxton.  The vicarage, valued in K. B. at £7, and now at £180, is in the incumbency of the Rev. Henry John Peach, M.A., and possesses an allotment of land in lieu of the tithes of that part of Needwood Forest within this parish.  (See page 572.)  The CHURCH is a large edifice, with an embattled tower, standing on a declivity near the castle, and finely decorated with beautiful specimens of Saxon sculpture.  As is already noticed, it formed part of the priory church, and is dedicated to the Virgin Mary.  In the village is an Independent Chapel, built in 1799, and repaired in 1844, when a new gallery was erected.  The Wesleyan Chapel here was rebuilt in 1838, and here is a Primitive Methodist Chapel, erected in 1831. Sunday Schools are attached to the church and chapels, and the parish has an endowed Free School, an Infant School, and several Benefactions for the poor.

The FREE SCHOOL was founded in 1730, by Richard Wakefield, who endowed it with eighteen acres of land, worth about £40 a year, for the education of thirty free scholars, to whom twenty others have been added by the trustees, who pay to the master £15 a-year out of other charitable funds bequeathed by the founder, as noticed below.  The school was rebuilt in 1789, and enlarged in 1818, at the cost of £99.


BENEFACTIONS. – Richard Wakefield, the founder of the school, by will in 1733, devised to certain trustees various parcels of land in Tutbury, Horninglow, Anslow, Rolleston, and Hatton, amounting to 246 acres, 2 roods 8 perches, now let for £438 per annum.  Agreeable to the testator’s will, this income is dispensed in  apprenticing poor children; providing medicines and other necessaries for the sick and infirm; and in distributions of money, clothing , bread, coals, books of devotion, etc., among the poor.  The trustees are Lord Vernon, Rev. F. Anson, Sir O. Mosley, Rev. P. P. Mosley, and T. K. Hall, J. B. H. Bennett, and H. Edwards, Esqrs.  In 1798, the trustees erected four Almshouses for poor infirm widows.  The poor parishioners have also £15 yearly from 11 acres 3 roods 28 perches of land in Tutbury, purchased with £100 left by Thomas Smith, in 1672, and £30 left by Abraham Astle, in 1675.  They have likewise,
6 s. 4 d. yearly, left by Joan Lant;  20 shillings yearly by Henry Chamberlain, and £2 12 shillings yearly left by John Chamberlain, out of land at Blackfordby, for weekly doles of bread.

ANN MOORE, the notorious impostor, who pretended to have lived without eating and drinking from 1807 till 1813, was a native and resident of Tutbury.  This deception, which made so much noise in the world, was commenced for the purpose of exciting charity, and carried on for nearly six years with such extraordinary art and success, that it obtained the credulity of thousands, among whom were many medical, philosophical, and other distinguished visitors, who flocked hither to see the living wonder of the day, whom they generally found propped up in bed with a bible before her. The laudable exertions of a committee of gentlemen, formed for the avowed purpose of investigating this extraordinary case, at length discovered the cheat, after subjecting her to two strict watchings, the first of which was in 1811, and continued for 16 days and nights, but not with that strict scrutiny which was used in the second watch, which commenced April 21st, 1813, and continued till the 30th, a period of nine days.  Her daughter and other accomplices carried her victoriously through the first ordeal, by administering nourishment to her in some manner unperceived by the watchers, and during the following summer she was enabled, by the exhibition of her person, to place the sum of £400 in the public funds! A few more such summers would have rendered all further fasting quite unnecessary; and like many similar imposters of former times, she would, as soon as her harvest had been gathered, have pretended that her appetite had been suddenly restored by some miraculous interposition.  But the unconquerable scepticism of some of the faculty, caused the second watching to be instituted in such a manner as to prevent the slightest possibility of fraud.  The Committee of Gentlemen (among whom were Sir O. Mosley, Dr. Garlick, and the Rev. Leigh Richmond, who took their turns in the watch,) first examined the room very minutely, and then placed her in a new bed, upon a Merlin’s weighing machine, constructed with peculiar accuracy, in order to ascertain the variations of weight during the period of the watch.  During the nine days the committee verified that she did not receive any nourishment.  She, however, gradually grew feebler, her pulse became almost imperceptible, and on the ninth day she became so ill as to induce the gentlemen to suspend the watch.  At this time she begged to have her mouth moistened with a wetted cloth, and her desire was complied with by applying to her lips a cloth dipped in vinegar and water; this was done several times, and the gentleman who administered it, declared he perceived her to swallow, although she strenuously denied it.  The physician attending her, gave it as his opinion that she could not survive an hour; and yet at this period, with the immediate prospect of eternity before her, she, by her own desire, took an oath, drawn up in the clearest and strongest terms, that for more than four years past, she had not taken sustenance of any description!  From the weighing machine upon which she was placed during the watch, it appeared that she had lost daily nearly 14 ounces in weight! Nothing now remained to convince every one of her imposition, but her own confession, and this last proof of her guilt she voluntarily made before a magistrate; after this confession, she took milk in the presence of several of the watchers, and soon afterwards recovered: but she died a few months afterwards, aged about 53 years.

ANCIENT COINS.-  In 1831, the workmen of John Webb, Esq., whilst employed in wheeling a considerable quantity of sand out of the bed of the river Dove, for the purpose of improving the mill-race at Tutbury, found a number of silver coins, which appeared to have been washed from some grand deposit higher up the river, where, in the following week, a further search was made by a number of persons, two of whom found upwards of 5000 coins, which they sold at from 6 shillings to 8 s. 6d. per 100.  This success attracted a great number of money searchers to the spot; and such quarrels and disturbances arose, that the magistrates were obliged to interfere for the restoration of peace, which was not fully established until the crown officers asserted the right of his Majesty to all coins that might be subsequently discovered.  The search was continued several days, and the total quantity found was about one hundred thousand, of which only about 1500 were forwarded to the King. The whole of them were silver, mostly about the size of sixpences, and among them were the coins of the 1st and 32nd of Henry III.; those of Edward I. and II.; many prelatical coins of Durham and York; the Scotch coins of Alexander III., John Baliol, and Robert Bruce; many coins of Brabant, Lorraine, Hainhault, and other foreign countries; and a number of others, inscribed “Robert de Hadley,” supposed to have been struck at the Abbey of St. Edmonds.

TUTBURY PARISH DIRECTORY
The Post Office is at Mrs. Hannah Wayte’s.  Letters are despatched by foot post, via Burton-upon-Trent, at 5.30 evening. 
Those marked 1 reside in Burton street, 2 Castle street, 3 Duke street, 4 Monk street, 5 High street, 6 Church street, 7 Ludgate street, 8 Hanbury park, 9 Castle hay, 10 Cheapside, 11 at the Bridge, and 12 in Mill lane 
1 Adams Joseph, bailiff of the Honour,
2 Barker William, stay, etc., maker

1 Barnes David, manager, Glass Works

1 Barnes John, traveller

Bennett Joseph, Bennett Hankin, land agent and surveyor, Castle hill

5 Bloor & Hackett, fellmongers & tanners

Bloor John; house High street

2 Boulton Joseph, inland revenue officer

7 Bullock Thomas, policeman

3 Butler Mrs

6 Cattell Mr Joseph

Clarke Joseph, cowkeeper

11 Cockram Edward, coal merchant, etc.

2 Craig James, Cotton Mill manager

Deakin Joseph, fellmonger and woolstapler, Hall yard

Dean Francis Harvey, corn miller

5 Edwards and Warren, surgeons

5 Edwards Henry, surgeon & registrar

2 Evans Rev Samuel, (Independent)

5 Gill Francis, musician

5 Gill John, ginger beer manufacturer

5 Hackett Robert, fellmonger; house Hatton

10 Hanson, Benjamin; ironmonger, tinner, etc.

Harper John, Esq., King’s Standing, Needwood

2 Holbrook Richard, leather cutter and earthenware dealer

Horn Mr Samuel, Cliff Villa

3 Jackson John, saddler

11 Jackson Mr Samuel

11 Jones John, station master

4 Matkin Lewis, fellmonger

11 Moore Mrs. Ann

12 Oakden Phillip, clerk

1 Owen William, stone mason

Peach Rev Henry John, M.A., vicar

Price Rev Humphrey, incumbent of Needwood

10 Radford Edmund, coal merchant

1 Sheldon Frederick T., foreman, Glass Works

5 Smith Rupert, basket, etc., maker

5 Strutt Mrs E., and John, clerk

4 Thompson Mrs Rachael

2 Toogood Misses Ann & Catherine

Tutbury Glass Company, plain and cut glass manufacturers

Ward Robert, clerk, Castle hill

Warren Samuel H., surgeon, High street

5 Wayte Hannah, stationer, Post Office

5 Webb Thomas, cotton twist manufacturer; house Smallwood Manor

5 White John, druggist, etc.

4 Williams Mrs Sarah, White House

Inns and taverns
11 Castle, Mary Peach 

5 Dog and Partridge, William Leedham

7 New Inn, John Whitehall

7 Old Vine, William Turner

Queen’s Head, Thomas Mayers

3 Rose and Crown, Adam Allday

4 Royal Oak, William Stanley

5 Shoulder of Mutton, James Mason, (and maltster)

5 Wheel, Francis Gill


Academies


(* Take Boarders)

*Carr Elizabeth, Cliff Villa

11 *Hand Samuel H.

2 Ward Eliza

6 Wayte Dorothy, Infant

4 Wolfe John, Free


Bakers

4 Cox William

12 Greatorex William

10 Radford Edmund

1 Salt Thomas


Beerhouses

1 Allen William

4 Coates Sarah

10 Newborough T.

12 Stretton William

4 Wetton George

Blacksmiths

7 Allen Charles

10 Hanson Benjamin

Bricklayers

1 Blood William

4 Lithgoe John

6 Owen Thomas

2 Pearson William

7 Yeomans John

Brickmakers

Hoose G., (manager to Sir O. Mosley) Bushton
11 Moore William

10 Radford Edmund

Butchers

3 Allday Charles

5 Allen Thomas

4 Eason Edward

3 Jackson Charles

4 Stanley William

10 Yates William
Coal Merchants

(Yards at Station)

12 Cursham John

11 Home Richard

4 Nicholls John

10 Radford and Cockram
Robinson and Forman

Shepherd and Harrison

Farmers

5 Allen Thomas

8 Archer John

6 Bennett Charles
9 Causer Edwin
8 Foster William

7 Grove Thomas

Holbrook Joseph, Rolleston Park

Holbrook Thomas, Chapel House

Holbrook William, Stockley Park

Hopkins William, Bushton

6 Shipton John

Walwyn Matthew, Woodhouse

9 Yates Henry, Castel hay Park


Grocers, etc

4 Allen William

4 Coates Sarah

4 Cox William

5 Coxon Edwin (& agent to N. & D. Fire Office)

5 Dickinson John

3 Fearn Hannah

5 Greatorex William

3 Marshall George

11 Moore William

1 Morley Samuel

4 Oakden William, (& seedsman)

10 Radford Edmund

6 Shipton John

5 Wilson William

Hairdressers

1 Brimmer Hannah

5 Slater Henry

Hosiers, etc
5 Jackson John

5 Lockhart James

Joiners, etc
4 Cox William
1 Creese Joseph

5 Fearn Samuel

3 Leedham Francis


L & W Drapers

5 Coxon Edwin

3 Ordish Charles
Milliners

3 Baker Hannah
5 Greaves Elizabeth

2 Ward Eliza

Nail Makers

12 Cotton Thomas

4 Oakley James

3 Woolley Thomas

Plumbers, etc

12 Beverly John E

Etherington Samuel

4 Rustall Joseph

Shoemakers

4 Day Thomas

6 Elton Thomas

4 Everton John

1 Ingley Thomas

5 Lester William

4 Mansfield Thomas (& parish clerk)

1 Morley Samuel

12 Swain Thomas

1 Williams Samuel

Tailors

1 Allen William

3 Barker Charles

2 Barker William

1 Barker James

5 Bentley Benjamin

5 Godwin John

12 Payne Thomas

4 Yates William

Wheelwrights

5 Elton Joseph

10 Hanson Richard

Railway Trains

8 times a day

Carrier
Thomas Mayers, Queen’s Head, to Burton, Derby, & Uttoxeter
