WHITE’S HISTORY, GAZETTEER AND DIRECTORY OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 1851

HIGH OFFLEY, so called from its elevated situation upon a bold eminence, 4 miles S.W. of Eccleshall, is a scattered village, commanding an extensive prospect, and comprising within its parish 658 inhabitants, and about 3520 acres of land, including the hamlets of Shebden and Woodseaves.  It is in Newport Union, though from 5 to 6 miles N.N.E. of that town.  Miss Theodosia Hinckes is lady of the manor, which for many generations was held by the Skrymsher family; but a great part of the soil belongs to other proprietors, the largest of whom is T. Cartwright, Esq.  From the foundation of a Roman road, traceable in the fields a little north of the church, and from great numbers of Roman coins, bricks, armour, fragments of pottery, etc., having been dug up on the side of the hill south of the churchyard, it has been conjectured that the Roman station Mediolanum, was at High Offley.  The Church (St. Mary) is an ancient Gothic fabric, neatly pewed with oak.  It has an excellent organ, which was given by John Salmon, Esq., of London, a native of this parish.  It has several monuments of the Skrymsher and other families, and a handsome one was erected in 1851 in memory of the late Bishop Ryder, at the expense of the present vicar.  The vicarage, valued in K.B. at £6 6s. 0½d., and in 1831 at £313, has a handsome residence and 100 acres of glebe, and is in the patronage of the Bishop of Lichfield, and incumbency of the Rev. E. B. Seckerson, M.A.  The tithes were commuted in 1840, the vicarial for £157. 10s., and the rectorial for £300.  The latter belong to the Prebendary of Offley, but are held on lease by the Rev. Sir H. D. Broughton, Bart.  The parish receives £16 per annum from the charities, noticed with Norbury.  The wake is on the nearest Sunday to the Assumption.

Shebden, or Shebdon, is a hamlet and large estate, occupying the south-western and lower side of the parish, extending to Batchacre; and was, till the enclosure in 1809, mostly an extensive waste, abounding in peat, and having two large pools, which Plot notices as being, in his time, the resort of great numbers of pewits.  HILL HALL, 1 ½ mile W. of High Offley, is a large and handsome mansion, with pleasant grounds, commanding fine prospects, and is the seat and property of Thomas Cartwright, Esq., together with an estate of 500 acres, which was purchased of the late Richard Whitworth, Esq., by the late John Walford, Esq., who built the hall, and greatly improved the land, by a very extensive system of under-draining, irrigation, etc., and by digging up the peat and burning it for manure.  The Birmingham and Liverpool Junction Canal crosses this estate through an embankment 45 feet in height, and over three aqueduct bridges.

Woodseaves hamlet is 1 mile S.E. of High Offley.

Those marked 1 reside at High Offley, 2, Kemsey; 3, Leawood Pits; 4, Old Lea; 5, Oldershire; 6, Park Hall; 7, Shebden; and 8, Woodseaves.
Bradbury James, bricklayer and victualler Royal Oak

Cartwright Thomas, Esq., Hill Hall

1 Cork Samuel, wheelwright

8 Eccleston John, tailor

4 Felton Elizabeth, beerhouse

8 Felton Thomas, tailor

1 Greenfield Humphrey James, parish clerk

8 Haywood Stephen, corn miller

8 Hudson Joseph, victualler, Plough

James Mr. James, senior, Kemsey

7 James James, shoemaker and beerhouse

7 James John, victualler, Wharf Inn

1 Lander John, miller, Manor House

8 Lees William, shoemaker and beerhouse

1 Malpass Thomas, wheelwright

8 Martin George, shoemaker

8 Nicholls Henry, shopkeeper

8 Oakley James, shoemaker and beerhouse

1 Seckerson Rev. Edward Barlow, M.A., vicar, Vicarage

8 Selby John, cart owner

7 Spilsby George, tailor, and William shopkeeper

1 Swinnerton Francis, blacksmith

7 Swinnerton F., junior, blacksmith

1 Talbot Thomas shopkeeper,  and Mary school

1 Walker William, butcher

Farmers

· are Owners

4 Blanton Robert

8 Bratton John and William

1*Ethell Thomas

1 Gilbert Isaac

8 Griffiths John

8 Hawkins James

6*James Samuel

2 James Thomas

7 Johnson Joseph

1 Lander John

5*Lander Peter

6 Moore John (and butcher)

6 Shutt William

7 Spilsby William (and shopkeeper)

7 Swinnerton Francis

1 Walker Gerard

1 Walker Henry

