Will of George Moorcroft of Rocester, 23rd June 1792

In the Name of God Amen I George Moorcroft of Rocester in the County of Stafford Farmer being of sound Mind Memory and Understanding praised be Almighty God for the same do make this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following, First my Will is that all the just Debts that I shall owe at the time of my Decease and Funeral Expences be paid and discharged Also I give and bequeath unto my Son in Law Isaac Tortoishell the Sum of ten pounds to be paid him within six Months next after my Decease if he be then living but if he be then dead then I give and bequeath the said Sum of ten pounds to be equally divided between his two Sons John Tortoishell and Charles Tortoishell share and Share alike Also I give and bequeath unto my Daughter in Law Ann Ansell the Sum of fifty Pounds to be paid her within six Months next after my Decease if She the said Ann Ansell shall be then alive but if She be then dead then I give and bequeath the said Sum of fifty pounds to be equally divided amongst all her Children that shall be then living Share and Share alike and to be paid to them within six Months next after my Decease Also I give and bequeath unto my Son in Law John Oldfield the Sum of twenty pounds to be paid him within six Months next after my Decease if he be then living and if he be then dead then I give and bequeath the said Legacy or Sum of twenty Pounds to be equally divided between them the before mentioned John Tortoishell and Charles Tortoishell Sons of my said Son in Law Isaac Tortoishell share and Share alike and to be paid to them within six Months next after my Decease Also my Mind and Will is that the sum of One hundred pounds shall be placed in the Hands of Mr Thomas Wharton Orme of Clownham in the parish of Doveridge in the County of Derby Gentleman one of my Executors herein after named and the Interest thereof to be paid to my nephew William Moorcroft during his Life or during the Contingency herein after mentioned and that the said Thomas Wharton Orme shall pay him the said William Moorcroft the Sum of five pounds a year out of the said principal Sum of one hundred pounds by four equal quarterly payments during his natural Life or for so long a time till the said Sum of one hundred pounds is expended by which means the Interest will yearly decrease and be lessened the first payment thereof to begin and be made at the End of three months next after my Decease and after the Decease of the said William Moorcroft if any part of the said principal Sum of one hundred pounds shall remain unpaid my Mind and Will is that the same shall be equally divided amongst all his Children (Except his Son George) Share and Share alike Also I give and bequeath unto the said George Moorcroft Son of my said Nephew William Moorcroft the Sum of fifty pounds to be paid him within six Months next after my Decease if he shall be then alive but if he be then dead then my Mind and Will is and I do hereby give and bequeath the said Sum of fifty pounds to be equally divided amongst all the Children of my said Nephew William Moorcroft Share and Share alike  Also I give and bequeath unto my Sister Mary Newam the Sum of fifty pounds to be paid her within six Months next after my Decease if She be then living and if She be then dead then my Mind and Will is and I do hereby give and bequeath the said Sum of fifty Pounds to be equally divided amongst all the Children of my said Sister Mary Newam Share and Share alike Also I give and bequeath unto my Niece Joyce Fantom the Sum of twenty pounds to be paid her within six Months next after my Decease Also I give and bequeath unto my Niece Dorothy Crutchley the Sum of twenty pounds to be paid her within six Months next after my Decease and if either of them the said Joyce Fantom and Dorothy Crutchley shall happen to die before their Legacy shall become payable then my Mind and Will is that the Legacy of her so dying shall be equally divided amongst her Children Share and Share alike  Also I give and bequeath unto my Niece Catherine Ossibrooke the Sum of ten pounds to be paid her within six Months next after my Decease if She be then alive but if She be then dead to be equally divided amongst all her Children Share and Share alike Also I give and bequeath unto my Nephew Thomas Bentley and his two Sisters the Sum of ten pounds apiece to be paid them within six Months next after my Decease and if any of them shall happen to die before that time then the Legacy or Legacies of him her or them so dying shall go to and be equally divided amongst the Survivors or Survivor of them share and Share alike Also it is my Mind and Will that my Executors herein after named shall not lay out or expend in my Funeral Expences more than the Sum of ten pounds but as near that Sum as possibly they can and to be paid out of the Money that I shall have out at Interest at the Time of my Decease Also I give and bequeath unto my said Nephew George Moorcroft Son of my said Nephew William Moorcroft all my wearing apparel both Linnen and Woollen and my Silver Clasps to  my Stocks and my little Box Also I give and bequeath unto my said Daughter in Law Ann Ansell my lesser Chest and all my Bed Linnen Also I give and bequeath unto my Executors herein after named the Sum of five pounds a piece for the Trouble I shall put them to in the Execution of this my Will Also my Mind and Will is that the residue and remainder of my Household Goods and Furniture shall be appraized and sold and the Money arising by such Sale to pay thereout my just Debts and the residue and remainder thereof and of all other my personal Estate of what Nature or kind soever I give and bequeath the same to be equally divided between my said Daughter in Law Ann Ansell and my said Nephew William Moorcroft share and share alike And lastly I do hereby make ordain nominate constitute and appoint the said Mr Thomas Wharton Orme and my said Nephew William Moorcroft joint Executors of this my last Will and Testament desiring them to take Care that the same be justly and honestly performed hereby revoking and making void all former and other Will or Wills by me at any time heretofore made and do declare this to be my last Will and Testament  In Witness whereof I the said Testator George Moorcroft have to this my last Will and Testament put my Hand and Seal the twenty third Day of June in the Year of our Lord One Thousand seven hundred and ninety two








George Moorcraft

Signed Sealed published pronounced and declared by the }

said Testator George Moorcroft to be his last Will and     }

Testament in the presence of Us who as Witnesses to       }

the same have hereunto subscribed our Names in the       }

presence of the said Testator and in the presence of         } 

each other..........................................................................}







Thomas Greasley







William Mycock

