Will of Richard Clarke of Essington,  28th July 1708

In the name of God Amen I Richard Clarke of Essington in the parish of Bushbury and County of Stafford Weaver being in good health of body and of Sound and perfect mind and memory praise bee therefore given to Almighty God doe make and ordaine this my last Will and Testament in manner and forme following (that is to say) First and principally I commend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God hopeing through the meritts death and passion of my Saviour Jesus Christ to have full and free pardon and forgivenesse of all my Sins, and to inherit everlasting life and my body I comitt to the Earth to bee decently buried at the discretion of my Executors hereafter named And as touching the disposition of all such Temporall Estate as it hath pleased Almighty God to bestow upon me I give and dispose thereof as followeth; First I will that my debts and funerall charges shall bee paid and discharged Item I give to my Eleven Grandchildren thereafter named twelve pence a peice (viz.l[videlicet]) To Sarah daughter of Richard Marson of Willenhall One Shilling, To Sarah Forster daughter of Thomas Forster of Darlaston One Shilling, To Stephen Son of William Pedler of Willenhall One Shilling, To Anne daughter of Henry Beckett of Willenhall One Shilling, To Richard Son of Richard Pedler of Willenhall One Shilling, To Anne Hawkins daughter of Thomas Hawkins of Willenhall – one Shilling To Edward Son of Mr Wakering of Blackhalve One Shilling, To James Hope Son of John Hope of Prestwood One Shilling To William Farmer Son of John Farmer of Essington One Shilling To Margarett daughter of Thomas Hide of Penford One Shilling To Simon Son of Edward Marson of Willenhall one Shilling Item I give unto my Loving wife Anne Clarke Ten Shillings-----Item I give to my Executors hereafter named Two Shillings & Six pence a peice to buy them gloves Item All the rest and residue of my personall Estate goods and Chattells whatsoever I doe give and bequeath unto my daughter Rebeccah Clarke: And I doe make and ordaine my loving friends Mr Edward Wakering of Blackhalve And Henry Beckett of Willenhall Butcher Executors of this my last Will and Testament And I doe hereby Revoke disannull and make void all former Wills and Testaments by mee heretofore made In wittnesse whereof I the said Richard Clarke to this my last Will and Testament have Sett my hand and Seale the Twenty Eighth day of July In the Seventh yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lady Anne by the Grace of God of Great Brittaine France and Ireland Queene Defender of the Faith etc Annoque Domini 1708
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