Will of Hugh Tomkinson of Betley, 9th February 1684/5

In the name of God Amen: the Ninth day of February In the First yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord James the Second By the Grace of God King of Einland Scotland France and Ireland defender of the Faith etc Anno: Domini: 1684/5 I Hugh Tomkinson of Betley in Countie of Stafford Ironmunger being weake in body but of sound and perfect memorey praised be God, doe make Constitute and Ordaine this my Last will and Testament in manner and forme following –

First I Comit my soule into the hands of Allmighty God my Creatour through Jesus Christ my oneley Saviour and Redeemer, and my body to the Earth to be Buryed in such Decent mannour as my Executours heareafter named shall thinke fitt, and my worldley Estate, vix: Lands tenements goods Cattels and Chattels I doe devise give and bequeath in manour and Forme Following –

First whereas I am possesed and Lawfully seased of A parcell of Land Lying in woollstonton in the County of Stafford Caled and knowne by the names of the two over hayse and two demath of meddowing Lying in woollstonton towne meddow, and Allsoe one Fourth part of the Land Called the two Lower Hayses all which Lands Lying and beeing In woollstonton Aforesaid and in the tenure and Ocupation of Richard Marsh all which parts and parcels of Land Lying and beeing as Aforesaid, I have Given to my daughter Sarah Tomkinson by A deed in the Court Affter my wives deceace to her her heares Executors Admins and Assigns for Ever, provided nevertheless my mind and will is that my Executors  heare in heare afer named shall have Full poure and Authority to gather and Receve all the Rents and proffits of the Aforesaid premises dureing my wifes natureall life, and my mind and will is that my daughter Sarah shall give A bond to my daughter Ruth to pay her twenty pound when shee Enters of the Land above bequeathed

It[em] I doe give and bequeath unto my Son Hugh Tomkinson all my wareing aparrell and A h[un]dred of Iron to shew his Horses, It[em] I doe give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Beech A Cow the Third that I shall be possesed of at my desese It[em] my mind and will is that my wife Mary Tomkinson shall pay unto my daughter Ellin Saxon three score and five pounds which was agreed upon at her marage to be her portion It[em] my mind and will is that all the goods Cattells and Chattels that my wife dys posessed of shall be for my daughter Ruths portion and if they amount to be worth as much as the Land above bequeathed to my daughtor Sarah that then Sarah shall not pay her the twenty pound that shee is to give bond for and If they amount to more that it shall be Equally devided betwixt Sarah and Ruth, Lastly I doe heareby Constitute and Ordaine my Faithfull and Loveing wife Mary Tomkinson and my well beloved son Hugh Tomkinson of Blakenhall in the County of Chester the trew and faithfull Executors of this my Last will and Testament acording to my trust reposed in them: In witness heareunto I have put my hand and seale the day and yeare first above written

Sealed signed and published

to be my Last will and testament 

In the preasence of

John Stubbes






Hu:  Tomkinson

Elizabeth Hodskins

Ann Stubbes

