RANTON, or Ronton is a small scattered village in the Union, and 5 miles W. of Stafford, comprising within its parish the scattered hamlets enumerated below, and including 230 inhabitants, and about 2670 acres of land, belonging chiefly to the Earl of Lichfield, and Francis Eld, Esq., who are impropriators of the tithes; and the former is lord of the manor, which, at the time of the Norman Conquest, was held by Goderick, a Saxon nobleman, and afterwards by the Noels and Harcourts.  Swynfen Jervis, Esq., and a few smaller owners have estates in the parish.  The Church is a small ancient structure, dedicated to All Saints, and is a vicarage endowed with a yearly modus of £5. 6s. 8d., paid by F. Eld, Esq., and 64 acres of glebe, purchased chiefly with subscriptions and Queen Anne’s Bounty.  The vicarage is now valued at only £93 per annum, and is in the patronage of the Earl of Lichfield, and incumbency of the Rev. James Henry Theodosius, B.A., who resides at Stafford.  The church has a tower and two bells, and was repaired and a gallery erected in 1840, at the cost of £200.  The National School was built in 1842, at the cost of £200.  The benefactions to the poor amount yearly as follows:  20s. out of Waterstocks, left by Richard Chamberlain, in 1628; and 50s. from a cottage, called England’s Hall, left in 1815, by John Mould, who had purchased the said cottage of one England, by whom it had been built on the waste many years before.  The wake is on the nearest Sunday to All Saints’ day.  About a mile west of the village, and 4 miles S. of Eccleshall, is RANTON ABBEY, an extra parochial liberty of 700 acres, belonging to the Earl of Lichfield, who has here a neat shooting box, near the ruins of the ancient Abbey, which was founded by Robert Fitz-Noel, in the reign of Henry II., for regular canons of the order of St. Augustine, but subject to the Abbey of Haghman, in Shropshire. At its dissolution, in the reign of Henry VII., its revenues were valued at £90. 2s. 11½d. per annum.  Considerable remains of this abbey are still standing.  They consist principally of a lofty well-built tower; and the outer walls of the church, which are extremely low; together with a small portion of the cloisters.  The abbey liberty contains 28 inhabitants, and has about 60 acres of woods.  The Abbey House has been much improved of late years, and is now the seat of E. D. Moore, Esq.
In the following Directory of Ranton Parish, those marked 1 reside at Brough hall, 2 Extolls, 3 Long Compton, 4 Park nook, and the others in Ranton.

Caddy, Charles, gamekeeper, Lawn
Daniels, John, shopkeeper

Handley, John, smith, & Lydia, school

Myatt Joseph, wheelwright

Moore Edward Duke, Esq., Ranton Abbey
Norman Mrs Eliz

Robinson Saml

Phillips Sarah, brickmaker and beerhs

Proynold Charles, cow leech

Sloss Margaret, shopkeeper

Smith James & John, tailors

Tinsley Thomas, shoemaker

Trickett Wm., vict. Gate

Farmers
Addison Wm., Ranton Hall
Addison Edward

3 Austin Richard

Bate Robert

2 Blakeman Thomas

Brassington Jas.

4 Cotton Richd

3 Brindley Walter

3 Ford Wm

Deakin Thomas, Woodside

Furber Wm. Vicarage Farm

Glover Joseph

Hart George

Goodwin Francis

Heath John

3 Heath Thomas

Lindop George

Royles John

1 Smith Robert, bailiff

1 Wyatt Mr; house, Stafford
