Will of Jonathan Cope of Ranton Abbey  29 July 1668
In the name of God Amen the Nyne and Twentieth day of July In the Twentieth yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord Charles the Second by the grace of God of England Scotland France and Ireland King defender of the faith &tc. Annoqr Dni 1668 . I Jonathan Cope of Ranton Abbey in the County of Staff Esqr beinge in good health and perfect memory (blessed be God) but considering the certainety of death and the uncertainety of the houre and tyme thereof Doe make Constitute & ordayne this my last will and Testament in manner and forme followinge. First I commend my soule into the hande of Almighty God my maker, hopeing by the onely merritts of Jesus Christ my Saviour to obteyne life everlastinge and my body to the Earth, And as to the ordering and disposeing of my worldly Estate hereafter mentioned I devyse the same as followeth; my will being that all  wist [?] debts that I shall owe at the tyme of my decease shall be truly payd and that moneye be raysed towarde the performd [preservation?] of my younger Childrento which one intent and purpose my will is and I doe hereby devyse that my Executors hereafter herein named or the survivors or survivor of them shall with all convenyent speed after my decease sell all those my mannors or Lord[ships?] of Wakeringe Great Wakeringe and Little Wakeringe with the righte members and appurtenances thereof situate in the County of Essex and all and every my Messuages Farmes Mannors Lands, Tenements both Freehould and Coppinhold, Rents, Servyces, Corts, Royaltyes, Jurisdictiones, priviledges,  pertheminentes[?], woods, fishings, Commons and hereditaments whatsoever situate in Wakeringe Great Wakeringe and Little Wakeringe aforesaid or in any of them, or in any other place or places wthin the said County of Essex, and with the money to be raysed by the sale thereof shall first satisfy and pay all such wist [?] debts as I shall owe at the tyme of my decease, and the residue of the money to be raysed by the sale thereof, my will is and I doe hereby devyse the same to and amongst all my Children (except such Child as shall be my heire) to be equally divided amongest them and the survivors and survivor of them, And my will is That my sayd Executors or the survivors or survivor of them shall with convenient speed after my decease likewise sell all my Goods Cattell Chattells and pers[?] and of the moneye raysed by the sale thereof shall first [?] my Funeral Expenses and the Legacyes hereafter herein bequeathed that is to say to every of my sayd Executors Forty shillings apiece to buy them Ringes and the residue of the Money I doe hereby likewise give & devyse to all my Children (except such Child as shall be my heire to be equally divided amongest them and the survivors and survivor of them. Item my will is that the sayd Money so by me given to my Children as aforesaid as from as the same can be received shall be sett forth or otherwise improved by my said Executors and the survivors and survivor of them for the best benefit & advantage of  my said Children , but not to be paid to them till they shall respectively accomplish the age of One and Twenty yeares, except for the setting forth of any of them Apprentice, perfor’s[?] of any of them in marriage, or upon some other Attempt for the benefit of my said Children or any of them it shall seeme convenient to my Executors or the survivors and survivor of them that the same or any part thereof should be sooner payd to my said Children or any of them. Item my whill is and I doe devyse the sayd mannor & Lands & perhuisses [?] and the Rents and Proffitts thereof unto all my said Children (except such Child as shall be my heire) until such tyme as my said Executors the survivors and survivor of them shall sell the same according to the power and authority to them given and devised as aforesaid, And I doe hereby nominate Ordayne Constitute and appoint my honored friends William Lawton of Lawton in the County of Chester Esqr Mathew Kellett of Broadheath in the County of Stafford Esqr and Edward Checkley of London Merchant Taylor Executors of this my last Will and Testament. In wittnes whereof I have to this my last will and Testament putt my hand and Seale the day and yeare abovesayde.




Jona: Cope

Sealed and Subscribed as the last Will and Testament of the Sayd Jonathan Cope in the presence of   

Edward Kellett, Thomas  Bagnall, John Ethill, John Peake, Thomas Jackson

Jonathan Cope

Whereas I have in this my last Will and Testament beareing date the Nyne and Twentieth day of July in the Twentyeth yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord Charles the Second by the grace of God of England Scotland France and Ireland King defender of etc Annoqr Domini 1668 nominated Ordayned Constituted and appointed my honoured Freindes William Lawton of Lawton in the County of Chester Esqr Matthew Kellett of the Broad Heath in the County of Stafford Esqr and Edward Checkley of London Merchant Taylor Executors of the same Knowe yee that I Jonathan Cope for divers good Causes and Consideratons me thereunto moveing doe this Two and Twentyeth day of October 1670 Revoke disamell[?] and make voyd the abovesayd Matthew Kellett whome I had Ordayned and appointed one of my Executors as by this my annexed will it doth appeare. And by theis presents I both have and doe free and utterly discharge the sayd Matthew Kellett of & from the Office & obligation or function of Executr & power of Executorshipp as to all intents and purposes whatsoever in consideration whereof I will and devise my honored Freinde William Lawton and Edward Checkley the sole Executors of this my annexed will after my Decease to pay to ye sayd Mathew Kellett the Sum of Forty Shillings in gratuity for this his discharge. In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hande and Seale the day and yeare last above in theis presents written.
Signed and Sealed in the presence of Simon Alkyn Cleric.

These are humbly to certify whom it may concerne that the said Jonathan Cope Esq did ratify allow & confirme this scrole schedule and codicil bearing date the two and twentieth day of October 1670 & all therin contained concerning ye abrogating & making voyd the executorship of ye said Mathew Kellet of the Broadheath Esq although his hand be not prefixed to his seale this wee shall depose if thereunto required.
Simon Alkin Clericus

Kathrine Astley

Richard Edwards

