Will of Benjamin Snelson of  Anslow, 7 April 1698

In the name of God   Amen. the Seventh day of April. In the year of the Raigne of William the Third now King of England etc the Tennth Annoq Domini 1698  I Benjamin Snelson of Anslow in the parish of Rolleston

and County of Stafford Husbandman being weake in bodie but sound and whole in mind and of perfect memory praised be god, doe make this my last will and Testament in manner and forme following :  First  I give my soul wholley unto Allmighty god trusting to be partaker of Joy and to have free pardon  and remission of all my sins through the merrits of my blessed saviour & Redeemer Jesus Christ and my bodie to be buried in Christian like and decent manner and as touching my worldly goods my will and pleasure is as Followeth Imprimis : I give and bequeath unto my Eldest Son Jonathan

Snellson the sum of Thirty pounds of lawfull money of England Item:   I give and bequeath unto my youngest Son Joseph Snellson the sum of Thirty pounds of lawfull money of England to be paid to them when they shall accomplish the age of Eighteen years Provided allso that if my wife Mary Snelson shall happen to Marry before both of my saide Children Jonathan and Joseph Snellson have attained to their saide Ages of Eighteen years apiece that then my minde and Will is that two of my Executors John Darlying and

Henry Burton shall have the saide two legacies before mentioned                     

paide unto them (at such Marriage had) to be set forth for the saide Children and to be paid with the Increase thereof at such time as they shall each of them accomplish the saide age of Eighteen years : And if my saide wife 

do happen to Marry before they accomplish the saide age afforesaid I give and bequeath to both my saide Children Jonathan and Joseph Snellson the

further Sum of Ten pounds to be equally divided betwixt them at such Marriage had as afforesaide to be paide to the saide two Executors and to go Forward For the use of my saide two Children and to be paide to them at the age above saide Provided also that if either of my saide Children Jonathan or Joseph shall happen to die before they shall attaine to the saide age of Eighteen years that then his part and share as legacies before presseds shall be paide to the survivor of them my Saide Children at the age of Eighteen years and the Increase thereof And if they happen both to die then the saide legacies shall be paide to my saide wife :  Item all the Rest of my goods Cattle and Chattle moveable and immoveable of what nature and kinde soever quick and dead I give and bequeath unto my saide wife Mary Snellson

And I doe declare this to be my last Will and Testament and of the Execution thereof I do make and constitute John Darling Henry Burton and my loving wife Mary Snelson  full and sole Executors of this my last Will and Testament  Item I give and bequeath unto Five Children of my  Brother Samuel Snellson deceased the Sum of One pound and Five Shillings to be equally divided amongst them within twelve months next after my decease : In Witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand and Seale the day and year First

above written

Published Declared

Signed & Sealed                                                    Benjamin Snelson

In the presence of

Thomas Darling                                                     His B mark   
Henry Walker

William Mason

