D6578 Letter from Prince Edward, 1916 

Buckingham Palace

March 5th 1916

My dear Duchess,

Thank you a

thousand times for your kind wire

telling me how poor dear Desmond

died in your hospital on Friday.

I had a wire from my uncle, Dolly
Teck on Friday evening telling me

of the accident but nothing else.

So it was a gt. relief to hear more

from you. It was one of the greatest

shocks of my life for Desmond was

my greatest friend: & to think of

his being killed in such a rotten

way. Then I hear poor Tim Nugent

also died in your hospital. Those

2 will both be a fearful loss

to their regiment, & of course poor Desmond
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will be lamented by all who knew 

him. He was so popular everywhere!!

I suppose Eileen will have told

you all about last Wednesday & that

she & Mrs Wyndham arrived safely

on Thurs. at 1.30. A.M. But they

must have been dead tired; I know

Claud Hamilton & I were!! But

L[ady] Rosemary will have told you how

we went off to see Alastair!!

But it must have been very painful

for you both poor Desmond dying in your

hospital; but to me it is such a

relief to feel he did die in

the hands of friends!! I should be

so grateful for any details & I know
poor lady Cynthia would be, even

more so; poor thing, she is of course

fearfully upset. I’ve just been

telephoning to her & am going to see her

to-morrow.

Again my most sincere

thanks for the wire 

& I remain dear Duchess,

ever yrs – very sincerely

Edward.
