                  Description of Meir Heath Collieries April 1792
No 1 Wood Mine – Coal here was nearly six feet thick. The coal bottoms were two feet thick with a Clod which differs from fourteen to twenty inches in thickness and the top coal was nearly thirty inches. To make it easy to get the coal the miners holed in the Clod and this was kept separate from the coal. All the bottoms were used and a tolerable quantity of postwood (used for supporting the roof) was required. The Potters used the top coal for biscuiting operation and the bottom coal was used for glossing. Drawing and getting cost 2shillings and 7 old pence per load.

 No2 Deep Mine – This seam was a bit thinner between thirty and forty two inches thick. The miners part the warrant (floor) coal and all the coal was taken because of the thickness of the seam. This caused a heavy roof with ironstone above and a great quantity of postwood was used, in supporting the roof while getting the coal and roadway repairs. Drawing the coal and getting cost 2 shillings per cart load (25 cwts to the load). Potters used it for biscuiting. Some cost 2s 10d and was sold for 5s per cart load.
No 4 Ash Mine – found at Meir Hay Colliery. This seam was four foot thick with the bottom coal about fourteen inches in thickness. Potters thought this was a good quality coal for their purposes. Used for glazing. The miners holed in the bottoms which the colliers called “hatters”. The miners worked post and thirl because of the heavy roof and again used a lot of postwood. Drawing and getting cost 3s 6d per cart load (25cwt).

No5 Tabbeners Mine – again found at Meir Hay. This was a remarkable good quality coal. At the time of writing in the year above was twenty nine inches thick, in some other places it was nearly four feet thick. The miners holed in a white marl which was less than ten inches of an excessive hard black clod. Drawing and getting 3s per load; but that price the owner was very doubtful was too small a price to pay. It was at this time being worked and selling for 6s per load for which the coal had a ready market. To make it even better it spread over a large acreage. 
  There were also some other mines within the Marquises premises at Foley and Meir Heath. The Croft mine, Peacock mine, Bassey Mine were of little value few having being got.

This proved later to be a mistake, as the Bassey Mine was both ironstone and a coal seam and the Peacock was another much sought after seam.

  The Spencroft, Great Row and Cannel Row were all good mines but at the time could not be drained except with artificial means (pumped out) and a few at Hatters which may be drained by a centre sought from Wood’s Mines.

The Ryder coal which lay seven feet above the Ash seam which was the first seam got. The Ryder coal was a very good quality coal although not much of got because the Ash coal breaks it down and it would not be advantageous to the Marquise because he gets a bit from Priorsfield at 3s 6d per cart load. The Ryder coal was nearly twenty seven inches thick and bad holing because it had to be done in the coal. 
The Ryder coal getting 3s 6d per cart lad for 25cwt. The mine rent 1s 3d besides sinking. The Ash coal 3s 6d sawing rope, gears, banksman and agency. Deep Pit 2s 9d sold for only 5s. Wood Mine 2s 7d. Tabbenor coal 3s 6d sold for 6s.
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Description of Hanley Collieries April 1792
No1 Red Shagg – not a very good quality coal because of the high sulphur content. A yard thick the coal was all taken because of the good roof and the small amount of postwood it took. The coal burns good. Drawing and getting 3s 6d per cart load, but only a few orders for the large amount of it available. Causes a few problems as it was only fourteen yards above the coal seam below. 

No2 New or Fenton Low coal – this coal was one hundred and fifty yards above the Bassey Mine. This coal was forty two inches thick with a bad top which took a lot of postwood, mainly because they took all the coal away at the price of 3d per cart load. A good Potters coal which would do for any of their purposes required and contained very little sulphur. There was a problem but that was water in the mine, by this was overcome by the use of a fire engine.

No 3 Bassey Mine – Coal thirty inches thick which they took the lot. Had a very good roof and was good for the miners when holing. Used very little postwood but it was again a very high sulphuric coal and stinking. A very hot burning coal but here had very few sales for it. Cost of drawing it 3d per cart load. This was unusual in the amount of sales because nearly all other collieries mined this seam.

No4 Peacock Mine - Seven feet in thickness although twelve inches was left up because of the tender roof. A good quality coal, Potters used it for biscuiting. This seam was seventeen yards below the Bassey Mine and fifteen yards above the Spencroft. Method used post and thirl. The pillars which were left using this method used a lot of postwood. The miners holed the warrant and took a good deal of cutting. Drawing and getting 3s 3d per cart load.
No 5 Spencroft Mine – The coal was four feet thick and it was good for miners holing. The Potters considered it for common use; occasionally used as a biscuiting coal. The seam lay thirty yards above the Great Row seam. Not used as longwall faces but as bord and pillar or pillar and stall (both the same thing just different names) or as thirl and post. Used a lot of postwood. Drawing and getting had been 3s 10d but not in the future for that price. Not a great quantity of it at Hanley Colliery after this present coal.

No 6 Great Row coal – Ten Feet thick. Method of working was again post and thirl because of the bad roof conditions. (At Hem Heath Colliery once you get past a certain thickness bad roof comes with no height to the amount of roof which comes). At this colliery one foot of coal tops was left up but it still used a large quantity of strong timber. The Potters loved this coal with a good clear burning coal. This present level had a breadth of fifteen yards which was recoverable. Drawing and getting 2s 5d per cart load.

No7 Cannel Row Mine - A ten foot coal hole above the Stew coal and afterwards stock the Stew coal up where it is good but it after proves slaggy and bad. It is about twenty inches thick and the Potters thought it was a good coal for common uses and exceedingly strong baf’s roof and used very small quantities of postwood. It was considered best to leave a number of pillars which were later buckled or in part got again near twenty yards in breadth on the present level. Lies twenty five yards below the Great Row. Drawing and getting 2s 6d per cart loads.
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                                             Holing as described above.

No 8 Woods Mine or Winghay – Lies eighty yards below the Cannel Row. As far as Hanley Colliery was concerned none of it was ever drawn. It was seven feet thick with a foot of Clod two feet above the bottoms which the miners holed into. After the Clod got out the bottoms was got up. Not a capital coal had a good roof and used very little postwood. Drawing and getting would cost about 2s 10d or 3s. A lot of other collieries drew this coal.

No 9 Deep Mine or Chalkey Mine – Four feet thick had a heavy ironstone roof and all the coal would be taken. The Potters thought this was a good biscuiting coal. Lane End wanted this seam a lot. Few or any got at Hanley and a few at Burslem. There it did not sell well. Drawing and getting cost 3s 6d per cart load. Did not require a lot of postwood where worked.

No 10 Rowhurst – Thirteen feet thick. The Potters called it the most capital of coal for glossing. The owners kept four feet of coal up to help the roof which was called Ryder coal. The bottom coal was taken first which mostly broke up or torn the upper coal. The Marquis had got several post pits at 3s per cart load.

No 11 Binghay coal – Two feet under the Rowhurst and was thirty inches in thickness. The Potters thought it was a good coal for glossing. Had a tender roof and was good when holing, but used a lot of postwood. At Hanley the corf roads were all coupled up. Problem was lay very deep. Sinking would not pay for getting and other appences attending it all being got by the Marquis which lies within a reasonable depth. Drawing and getting cost 3s 9d at least.
No 12 Burnwood Mine – Lies thirty yards below the Rowhurst and was four feet thick. A good coal for glossing and biscuiting. Miners holed in the warrant stone places the roof very good and in some places very tender. At this colliery there was lots of mushy faulting which took place in this seam. Drawing and getting 3s per cart load and used a moderate amount of postwood. Some places this coal got thicker up to five feet in thickness and a very fine coal. The Marquis was lucky as he had a considerable amount of it to mine.

No 13 Birches Head Mine – Forty two inches thick and the Potters used for both glossing and biscuiting. It had a good roof and used very little postwood. The problem was the miners had the problem as it was bad for holing. Drawing and getting cost 3s 6d at lest per cart load. This seam lay twenty yards under the Burnwood seam. The Marquis only half a pit drained to get. 

There was a bunch of letters of different sorts as they were not of the same thing.

A bunch went on about Jos Adams, John Hollins, Sam Hollins, Mr Yoxall, Tom Richards and Ben Adams who were tenants of Ralph Sneyd from Keele Hall, Keele Lord of the Manor.

 Having purchased the use of a sough on coal gutter from Ivy House Colliery to drain the water from their mines at Sneyd Green. 

John Hollins, Mr Poole and Mr Brittain had some land from the crown (Duchy of Lancaster). They offered to drain the water from the Duchy land if they could continue to get the Birches Head coal to their colliery at Sneyd Green and to pay for any damage caused to the surface.

The Marquis of Stafford made them the following offer: in consideration of their granting him use of the sough between the Duchy land and the River Trent for the purpose of unwatering the Duchy coal – His Lordship was pleased to grant the liberty to open Birches Head to drive and continue the seam in Birches Head from the Ivy House.   
2

