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Hanley Colliery 12th Oct[obe]r 1797

On the Friday before Trentham Wakes William Hughes

Borrowed of Sarah Mills 16s/3d which he said was to replace

some money which belonged to the Office which he had lost,

he told her he would pay immediately on his return
from the Wakes; she apply’d many times for it but could

not get it, until about three weeks since she came to the office

and W.Hughes went out to her and paid her with two

half Guineas; she threatened to tell T. Heath if he did not pay her,

he told Ww. Beardmoore he went to the Alehouse and got drunk

and lost the money there; Wm Heath has paid him regularly
every fortnight sixteen shillings to pay his board wages;

the person who he boards with apply’d at the office for his
Money; Wm Heath offer’d him sixteen shillings, he said there is 

Four weeks due, Wm Heath said there is not; Wm Hughes said he
gave it to his Wife Yesterday, this happened on the 2nd of this

month; yesterday Hughes not paying the Journey Bank money

as usual Wm Heath asked him for it which he had done several

times before, and said I am informed you’ve lost it; he said

he did not Know that he had lost it but he could not

find it; he has made many quibbling observations about
it saying he left it at his Lodging, or at the machine, or

Wm Heath had picked his pocket in joke; the money missing

Is £1. 13s. 3 1/2d There has been money missing out of the office;
There was 5s put into a drawer which was not Locked the

Money belonger to John Kite, being what he paid to Walter Beech

for Wharfage of Knowls Sawney 10 is gone, and 1s is exchanged for a

bad one; this is not directly Charged to him but he has forfeited

all confidence by a repetition of suspicious actions; some time 

since he took some money and converted it to his own use which

he said was to buy Cloaths, this he paid me again and

promised he would never do the like again, I asked Mr Harwood

if I might provide him with a few Necessarys in Cloathing

who was so good as to Say I might, and which has been

done or money given to him (10s) for that purpose; it is reported

to me that the first money which he said he lost was not

lost but expended in Cloathing or otherwise; I have had many

young men under my care who are now Honest useful men,

and in places of great trust; but I never had the Misfortune

to have such an unfortunate young man as this, at whose

conduct I am astonished! and very unhappy; if it be my

Lord Staffords wish to have a person of his own appointment

in Hanley office, T Heath with great pleasure submits; but

humbly conceives that his Lordship would wish, and expect 

him to be Honest and useful; I request my Lord Stafford

to dismiss him from his present employment for the

foregoing reasons besides I am well informed he is not altogether

a sober man.

T. Heath

