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Sir,
James Lawton, R[ichar]d Stawley, Honor Amison,

Susannah Anderson, and Thomas Edwards, have

been detected stealing canal from the Marquis of Staffords

Works at MeirHeath and oath has been made

before J.Jervis Esq. to the Theft I have seen

the parties altogether the Complainants; and the offenders

who flatly deny the Crime & the Injured party as

strongly persist in the fact it may so happen that my

Good Lord Stafford may be inclined (as he generally is)

to pardon the offenders. But when it appears that

it has not been done for any degree of Necessity

and considering the continual depredations which are

made upon his property there, notwithstanding the

most diligent attention it may naturally be suppos’d he would be inclined to

punish them according to their desert otherwise if

the matter pass un noticed it will be useless complaining
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in this way in future, and he may depend upon it his

Clemency will emboldening them to Commit still greater
Crimes, my real opinion is; that all the persons
beforementioned are guilty of the Crime laid against

them, how far they may be punished I presume rests

with a Magistrate, or yourself can judge what is proper

to be done with them much better than myself

Remaining Sir you most obed[ient servant]

Hum[b]le  Y[ou]rs  T Heath

MeirHeath

Colliery Nov. 5th 1798
