D593/C/2: Nicholas Leveson’s Will:
1          In the name of allmyghty god Amen: The vijth Day of the monneth of November

            in the yere of our Lorde  god a thowsaunde fyve hundred and xxxv(-),
2          and in the xxvij yeare of the Reigne of kinge henrye theigh, I Nicholas Leveson
            Citizeine and mercer of London and merchannte of the Staple at the Towne of

            Callice? beinge of hoole mynde and of

3          good parfett memory thancked be allmightie god considering the frailetie of
            mannes life, how that deathe to every creature is certaine, and thower and tyme

            of commyng therof is uncertaine, nott

4          willing therefore w[i]t[h] goddes grace to die intestate for the helthe of my soule

            do ordeine and make this my present testament and last will aswell of all my 

            goodes and Cattalls moueable as of

5          all my landes and tenementes w[i]t[h] thappurten[a]unces whiche I haue in the 
            Cittie of London and in the Counties of Stafford Essex and Kent, or ells where 

            w[i]t[h]in the Realme of Englannde in manner
6          and fourme following that is to saie First and primerpallie? I bequeth and

            recommend my soule to the mercie of allmightie god my creatour and redemer,
            and to the mooste glorious virgyn our

7          Ladie sainte mary his mother and to all the companny of heven, and my bodie
            to be buried w[i]t[h]in a tombe made before theupper piller on the northe side of 

            the parrishe churche of sainte Andrew

8          vnder shafte of London that is to witt betwene the hie aulter, and the aulter of the
            northe yle, Item I bequeth to the hie aulter of the same churche in recompence of

            my tithes forgotten

9          if anny be vjs viijjd Item I bequethe to the brotheros? of our ladie and sainte 

            Anne w[i]t[h]in the said churche vjs viijd, Also I wille that myne executoure
            of my goodes, shall ley out bestowe

10        and expende in and aboute the charges of my burying and funeralls and for

            black cloth for gownes to be gevin againste my said burying and for the dynner

            then to be made, and for other charge

11        and thinges neadefull and conuenient to be had and doon at and for my saide

            burying the somme of an hundred pounde or moore as shalbe thought conuenient

            by the discrecions? of myn executours
12        wherof I wille that twenty poundes shalbe dealed and distributed and dispoased

            amonge poore housholders, dwelling in the said parrishe of sainte Andrew, and

            in other parrishes nere therabout

13        and to other poore people commynge to my saide burying and masse of requyem
            on the morrow following. Item I wille that sone after my said burying and funeralls

            doon? suche dettis as I shall

14        owe, atte tyme of my deceace being furste recouned? paide and deducted, that
            all my goodes and Cattalls wolles redy monney and sperat? dettis aswell 

            beyonde the see as on thisside the see, shalbe

15        diuided in three egall partes and porcionnes whereof I wille and reserve one parte
            to my selfe and to myne executours, therewith to beare the charges of my saide

            burying and funeralles

16        and to perfourme this my present will and the legacies therin conteynd and all 

            other charges and thinges concerning me. And thother parte therof, I bequeth

            to Dennys my wife for hir

17        fulle parte and porcion[ne] to hir belonging by the lawe and custome of the Cittie 

            of London of all my said goodes cattals and dettis. And the thirde parte of the 

            same my goodes Cattalls & detts

18        I bequeth to all my children having and not married atte tyme of my deceace
            betwene theim egallie to be diuided for their full partes and porcionnes to theim

            and every of them belonginge

19        by the saide lawe and customme of London of all my said goodes cattalles and 

            dettis. And I wolle that every of my saide children shalbe othire heire that is to 

            witt if anny of them happyn

20        to deceace before his or hir lawfull age or marriage That the parte and porcion[ne]
            of him or her so deceasing shall remaine to all thother of theim suruyvyng egally

            to be diuided betwene them

21        and so of euery of theim. Of the whiche myne owne parte and porcion[ne] to me 
             and myn Executours reserued as is aforesaid, I make the bequethe herafter 

             specified that is to witte Firste I

22         bequethe to my wife for a remembraunce to praie for my soule one hundred 
             poundes sterling. Item I bequeth to my brother James Leveson for suche 

             seruice? and pleasure as he hath doon

23         for me heretofore and herafter w[i]t[h] goddes grace shall avforme? the somme

             of an hundred sterling and a ringe of goolde of the value of fortie shillings for a 

             token of remembraunce and to my

24         suster his wife I bequeth another like ringe of goolde of the value of forty shillings

             for a token also of remembraunce for my soule. And to my suster Margaret Cell?

             to praie for my soule

25         six poundes thirtene shillings and foure pence. And I wille that myne executours

             shall prouide and finde a seculier preest of honnest connersacion[ne]? and of 
             good and vertiouse disposic[c]ion to

26         singe and say his daiely masse when he shalbe thereto dispoased in the parrishe
             churche of sainte Andrewes in London praying for my soule and for the soules of 

             my father and mother by the space

27         of tenne yeris next after my deceace. And also shall cause an obite or 

             annyuersarie to be kept yerelie by noote? during the said tenne yeres, that is to

             witte, yerelie the daie of my deceace if it

28         maie be conuenienthe kept the same day or els assone after conuenienthe may
             be in the saide churche of sainte Andrewes by the preestis and clerkes of the 

             same churche in good and conuenient

29         manner after thuse there accustommed for my soule and the soules of my saide
             father and mother and for the salary and charges of the saide preest and yerelie

             obite so to be kept and founde I bequeth an

30         hundred m[a]r[k]s and tenne that is to witte for euerie yere of the saide tenne 

             yeres tenne marks for the preest and one mark yerelie for thobbit to the said

             preestis and clerkis and other (-)
31         and the rest to be gevin to poore people. ITem I bequeth to the making and

             repayering of hie waies aboute the Cittie of London to be bestowed by the
             discr[ec]cion of myne executoures

32         Item: I bequethe to thexhibition and funding of some well dispoased student or 

             studentis at thuniversitie of Oxforde twenty poundes to be dispoased By the
             discr[ec]cion of my said executours

33         and in likewise to the funding and exhibition of some well dispoased student or 

             students in the Vniuersitie of Cambridge by like discr[ec]cion of myne 

             executours other twentye poundes.

34         The residense of all my said parte and porcion[ne] after my saide legacies paide
             and this my present testament fulfilled I wille shalbe diuided to and amongst my
             children egally to be divided

35         amongst my sonnes Thomas John Nicolas and William and all my daughters

             that is to witte to euery of theim hir parte when he or she shall com[e] to his or

             hir lawfull age or mariage

36         And if the saide John my sonne shalhappin to deceace before that he shall before

             that he shall come to his Lawfull age I will that then myne executours 

             vndernamed shall distribute and dispoase the same his

37         parte of the saide residense amongst all my children that then shalbe lyving when 

             they shall come to their full age or marriage.  And I wolle in likewise that if anny of
             my sonnes Thomas

38         Nicolas or Will[ia]m or anny of my said daughters happin to deceas[e] before their

             lawfull age or marriage that then thother of theim then lyving shalhaue the parte 

             or porc[c]ion of the saide

39         residense whiche shulde come to him or them that so deceaseth egallie to be
             diuided amongest them in fourme abouesaid and so of euery of theim. And if my

             said sonnes John Thomas

40         Nicolas and William and all my saide daughters happin to deceace before their 

             lawfull ages or mariage as god defende I wolle then all their said partes and 

             porcionnes of the Residense of 
41         my parte and porcion[ne] shalbe distributed and dispoased by myne saide
             Executours in deades of almes and wourkes of charitie that is to witte in like 

             manner and fourme as their other p[ar]tes
42         and porcions of my saide goodes Cattalles and dettis been aforespecified to be 

             distributed and dispoased after all their deceases. Item I geve to the reparacionnes

             of the parrishe churche off

43         halling to praie for my soule forty shillings. Item I give to the parrishe churche of 

             Cockston[e] to by an ornament that the saide churche shall neede fortie shillinges.

             Item to my sonne

44         Sadler I geve twenty poundes. Item to Earle? Davenell? twenty poundes. Item I

             bequeth to my cosen[e] Guy Craiford twenty poundes. Item I bequeth to John

             Butill the parsonne of Cockstill[e] to
45         pray for my soul a blacke gowne and in money twenty shillinges. Item I giue vnto 

             Sir Thomas Snydoll vicar of halling to praie for my said soule tenne shillinges. Item 

             I wille that euery

46         seru[au]nte to the nomber of three that doothe pertaine and belonge to my brother

             James Leveson shalhaue a blacke gowne. Item I will that the foresaide Dennys my

             wife shalhaue twoo?

47         standing pottes vj bolles w[i]t]h] a couer parcell gilt and vj bolles w[i]t[h] a couer 

             cleane gilte which were sometyme hir mothers. Item I geve to the said Dennys
             thone halfe of my (-) owne? thirde p[ar]te

48         and porcion[ne] of all the rest of my plate and Implements of housholde stuffe that 
             is now in my dwelling house in London anny thinge ordenaunce or prouision[ne]
             in this my wille gevin or

49        declared to the contrary notw[i]t[h]standing. Item I geve to Robert Wemme of

            Wolu[er]hampton Henry Vernam and vnto all other my housholde seru[au]ntes of

            aswell menne as women to euery one of them

50        twentie shillings and also to euery other of my seruauntes aswell menne as women 
            dwelling in my house at hornesplace xiijs iijd. Item I giue vnto Gresill[e] my daughter

            a gilte cuppe of the

51        price of six poundes thirtene shillings and fourpence w[i]t[h] myn[e] armes to be sett

            vppon the same cuppe for a token of remembraunce and the same cupp[e] to be

            bought by myne executours. Item to my
52        Daughter Joane Dauenell oone cupp of siluer and gilt of the value of vj li - xijs – mjd
53        Item this is the laste will of me thabouenamed Nicholas Leveson made as to the

            disposicion[ne] of all my landes and tenementis aboue specified in manner &
54        fourme as followith that is to witte I wille that John Leveson my sonne shalhaue
            aswell all suche my landes and tenementes rentes reuersionnes and services 

            w[i]thappurten[a]unces in the Countie of Stafford as

55        came to me by inheritaunce after and by the deceace of Richard Leueson my father

            as all suche my landes ten[emen]tes rents reuersionnes and seruices 
            w[i] t[h] thappurten[a]unces whiche I have bought and p[ur]chased
56        lying in the saide Countie of Stafford, and in the parrishes of Esth[a]m? and 
            Westh[a]m? in the Counties of Essex anddilsex? huntingdon[e] and hertfordshire

            w[i]th one parcell lying in the parrishe of Cheth[a]m

57        in the Countie of kent. To haue and to holde all the same landes tenementes rentes
            reuresionnes and seruices w[i]t[h] thappurten[a]unces to the saide John Leveson 
            my sonne and to theires of his body lawfully
58        begotten. And I wille that myn executours shalhaue the rule and guyding of all the    

            same olondes? and tenements w[i]t[h] thappurten[a]unces to thuse of my saide

            sonne till  he shall come to his full age of xxj

59        yers. And if it happin my said sonne John to deceace w[i]t[h]out heirs lawfully 

            begotten I wille that then all the saide landes and tenementes w[i]t[h]

            thappurten[a]unces shall remayne vnto the next heires of me

60        the said Nicolas Leveson. To haue and to holde to theim my next and right heires

            and to theire heires and assignes foreuer. Item I will that Dennys my wife shalhaue

            my meswage or house w[i]t[h]
61        thappurten[a]unces,wherin I now dwell w[i]t[h] the gardeine belonging vnto the 
            same messwage sett lying and being in Lymestrete in the parrish of sainte Andrew

            vndershafte of London and also all othir

62        my tenementis w[i]t[h] thappurten[a]unces sett lying and being in lymestreate 
            aforesaide. To haue and to holde the same meswage gardeine and ten[emen]tis 

            sett lying and being in lymestrete aforesaide

63        w[i]t[h] all their appurten[a]unces to the saide Dennys and hir assignes during hir

            life she keeping the necessarie reparecionnes of the same meswage and 

            ten[emen]tes w[i]t[h] thappurten[a]unces. Item I will that Dennys my
64        wife haue all my ajanuo[u]rs? landes and ten[emen]tis w[i]t[h] their appurtenaunces 
             sett lying and being in the Townes and parrishes of halling. Cockston. hirling. 

             Snodlande and Luddesdowne in the County of kent

65         vnto hir owne vse and vnto suche time as Thomas and Nicolas my sonnes come

             vnto their fulle and laufull age that is to witte thage of xxj yeres and at suche time 

             as the said Thomas and

66         Nicolas shall com[e] to that age Then I will the moitye of the said Manners Landes

             & fewdes? vnto the saide Thomas and to theues of his bodie lawfully begotten. And

             for defaulte of suche issue the same moitye

67         to remayne to John Leveston my sonne and to his heirs foreuer. And thother moitie

             to Nicolas in like maner. Item I wille that Dennys my wife haue my ajanuour? or

             tenement called Westhorock

68         in the Countie of Essex w[i]t[h]all the stocke of cattall and all suche landes and 
             tenementis w[i]t[h] thappurtennces now being in the tenure and occupying of one
             Gose?. To haue and to holde to
69         the said Dennys my wife during hir naturall life And after the deceace of my saide 
             wife Thenne I will that all the foresaidf Manner and tenement w[i]t[h] their 

             appurten[a]unces called Westhorock

70         w[i]t[h] the stock aforesaide to remaine to William Leveson my fourthe sonne and
             to his heires of his bodie lawfullie begotten And for defaulte of sucheissue. Then I 

             wille that the fore said (-)

71         or tenament w[i]t[h] thappurten[a]unces to remaine to the right heires of me 
             thafforesaide Nicolas Leveson. Item I wille that my saide wife haue to hir during

             all her naturall life, all my Landes

72         and tenement w[i]t[h] othir thappurten[a]unces lying and being in the parrishe of

             Gillilngham in the Countie of kent the which I late purchased and now is in the 

             tenure and occupieng of one John 
73         Godfrey. And after the deceace of my saide wife Thenne I wille that the same 

              landes and tenementis w[i]t[h] their appurten[a]unces shall remaine to my sonne 

             John and to his heires foreuer. And

74         wheras before I haue willed my meswage and tenementis w[i]t[h] their 

             appurten[a]unces sett lying and being in Lymestrete in London vnto my saide wife 

             terme of hir life I wille that the same

75         meswage and tenementes w[i]t[h] their appurtenaunces after his deceace shall 

             remaine holie to John my sonne and to his heires foreuer. And of this my 

             testament and last wille I make and ordeigne

76         myne executours that is to saie the said Dennys my wife and the foresaid James
             Leveson my brother. In witnesse wherof to this my testament I haue putto my seale 
             and subscribed my
77         name the day and yere abouewritton (-) Nicolanni? Leveson. These being witnesse 

             Guy Craiford John Sadler and John Buttill p[ar]sonne of Cockstone.
