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In the name of God amen  The viijth day of Aprile in the yere of oure Lorde god a Thousand fivehundreth fourtie and five, And in the xxxvjth yere of the Reign of oue soveraign Lorde king Henry theight

By the Grace of god of Englande Fraunce and Irlande king defender of the faith and in earthe of the churche of Englande and also Irlande the supreme hedde. I James Leveson being of hole mynde and in good helthe of my body lawde

And peace be unto almightie god make and ordeyn this my testament and last will in maner and forme folowing, Furste I bequeth my soule unto almightie god oure blessed Lady and all the holy company of heaven to praye for me my body to be buried

Wheas it please almightie god and wheras myne executours and frendes shall seme convenient with a memorie to be madeuppon my grave or nere it of me my two wyfes Alys and Margery and my children by the discreccion of myn executours

And frendes, And I do make myne Executours my wif Margery Leveson, and my thre sonnes Richard Water and Edward Leveson, And for my burying and moneth mynde I remytte to the discreccion of my foure executours aforenamed howbeit 
I wolde have no comen dealing of money called a dolle neither at my berieng nor at my moneths mynde but after this maner as hereafter folowyth, I will tha by my lyf or incontynent after my departing oute of this worlde that there shalbe
Sent and dellte in every parrishe and Towne hereafter folowing the Sommes of money herafter specified, And I will that the same money shalbe delivered to the parysh preest and to the upper church warde of every of the saied parryshes they

To dyvide and geove the same money to the most poore andimpotent people inhabited within the same parish to wytt to every personne iiij d or more or lesse by there discreccion as the nombre of the saied poore people shall be indifferently and by no favour

Uppon there conscience , And that there be sent to every such parrish preest and churche wardeyn with the same a bill wherein shalbe conteyned the Some of money that so shalbe sent them to that parrysh, And that they shall take thereof to them

Selves of the same money ether of them iiij d for these paynes, And the reste to geve and dispose uppon their consciences to the most poorest people within their parrysh after the maner and forme afoer specified. And firther that they shall 
Give warnyng and knowledge as well to the same poore people as openly in the church howe moche money they have receyved to be geven amongest them to pray for my Soule and all xpen [Christen] soulis in the stede of a dole used at burialles

Or moneth myndes declaringe unto them that there shalbe noe such dolle made nor geven for me neither at my buriall nor moneths mynde but this onely First I gyve to the parryshe of Wolverhampton to be delte there as thorough the hole parishe as afore is saied fourtie shilings to be delte by one of the parishe preests and upperchurche warden or elles by one of my executours as afore is saied to Sterbruge x s to Envild tenne shillinges to the parishe of Walsall xiii s iiij d , to Dudley parishe x111 s iiij d to Wodisbury parishe xiij s iiij d to Segeley parishe xiij s iiij d Dalaston v s Typton vis viiij d Kynver x s Bobington v s Rowley vj s viij d Hymley vi s viiij d Hallysowen x s Kinges Swynot vi s viij d Bromwyche vi s viij d Clarley xiij s iiij d xiijs iiij d Wyrveld xiiis iiij d Wombourne xiij s iiij d Pen xiij s iiij d Tetnall xiij s iiij d Patingham xiij s iiij d Dyssholl vi s viii d Stocton vi s viij d  Cotton Madock vi s viij d Bekbury vi s viij d Bonyngall iiij s Patyshill iiij s Albrighton vi s viij d 
Donnyngton vi s Shevenall xiij s iiij d Sherevehallis x s Busshbury xiij s iiij d Canok x s Norton v s Penkrich x s Shareshull vi s viij d Brewood xx s Lapley vi s viij d Tong xiij s iiij d rayton in Hallis xiij s iiij d  Childs Arcall x s
Stoke uppon Tern x s Hodnet x s Staunton vi s viij d High Arcall xiij s iiij d Lyllishull xxs Neporte xxs Egmont xiij s iiij d Stafford xx s Lichfeld xx s Brige in northe xx s Longdon v s Kynersley vi s viiij d And though I name but the towne yet my meanyng is to be dyvyded thorough the hole parishe Item I give unto the parishe church of Wolverhampton to be bestowed uppon the reparacions 
Of the churche or elles on ornamentes by the discreccion of myne executours fyve ppoundes Itme I give to the mariage of fiftie poore maydes within Staffordshire or Shropshire every one vi s viij d   xvj l xiij s  iiij d And I give o fiftie poore
Wydowes or husbandmen within the same two shires every one vj s viij d  xvj l xiij s  iiij d My tenants customers and friends to have preference of this ii giftes by the discrecion of myne executours Itme I give to the making of highwaies in 
Shropshire or Staffordshrie by the discrecion of my executours fourtie poundes I give to Henry Sothewicke xl li and a gold ring of xl s I meane him that was myne apprentice  Item I give to Thomas Corbet vi li xiij s iiijd  and

To every household servaunt that I shall have besides at the time of departing as men as women xxs and a black gowne or cote Item I give to my cosen John Leveson of London and my cosen T Wilkes either of them

A ring of gold of xl s a pece and to my Suster Denys Leveson my cosen John Sandiller and his wif my cosen Davynet and his wif my cosen Hewet and his wif eche one of them a ring of gokd of xl s And to all other of my brethren or 

Suster children not heretofore remebered a ring of gold of xxs to eche one of them Item I give to my sonne William Skevington xl li and to his wife my doughter Jone a cup of silver of iiij li and to either of them a ring of 

gold of xl s and a black gowne and to every childe that he now hathe tenne pundes upon condicion that he make my siad doughter Jone a Joynture of landes to the value of xxxli elles all this bequestes to hym his wif and children

but onely the black gownes and ringes to be voide Item I give to Harry Peret that was my sevaunte all such money as he oweth me and besides that Tenne poundes And also I give to John Offley all such money as he oweth
me and in money x li and a ringe of gold xxx s Also I give to Roger Perett that maryed my susters doughter a ring of gold of xxx s and to hym and his wif either a blacke gowne Also I give to my sonne in lawe Water Aston 

Fourtie pundes and to my doughter his wif a cupp of fyve poundes ad to either of them a ring of gold of xl s and either a black gowne But I will that none of thes thinges be given them excepte the marriage between them tales effecte and till they have lien together And yf it happen that the saied marriage do not take 
effecte then I will and give unto the saied Elizabeth my doughter all such money as Sir Edward Aston knight oweth to me by reason of the 

Rentes and properties that he haith or receyved of my landes in Warwickeshire wherof he now receyveth the profettes which landes I have geven to the saied Elizabeth to her mariage as apperith by an Indentour of Covenauntes

Made for the same mariage between the saied Sir Edward Aston on the one partie and me the saied James Leveson on thother parte And Further I gyve unto the saied Elizabeth my doughter two hunderth twentie poundes which

I paid unto the saied Sir Edward Aston for the mariage which he muste repaye me agayne yf the saied mariage take not effecte as by the sied covenaunte by Indenture doith appere And further I will that yf the same mariage betwixt the sied Watere 
Aston and my saied doughter Elzabeth take not effecte Then I will that the saied Elizabeth shall have during her naturall lyf al the saied lands in Warwickeshire to witt the maners of Belhall Shestukoe and Austry Perry croftes and others with all
other landes and tenementes which I lately purchased of Edward Lord Clynton or of any other whiche be nowe appoynted to the saied Walter Aston and the saied Elizabeth by the said bargaine bewixt the said Sir Edward Aston and me so that
The same Elizabeth be advysed and do mary by the counsell and consent of her mother Margery nowe my wif or elles she to have no parte of the same manors nor other the premises and after the deathe of the same Elizabeth the same manors landes

And tenementes and all other the premisses holy to remayne to the right heiris males of me the said James Leveson forever
Item I give and bequeth to my brother in lawe Laurence Penbery a ring of gold of xxx s and also a black gown
Item I give to Margery my wif all my plate and household holy as it standith and in money a thousand marks uppon that she clayme no dowry in no landes that I have geven to Elizabeth  my doughter nor yet in no landes that I have sold to

Any personne or personnes And will that she be bounden for the same in here wydowhodd in a thousand marks by obligation to Richard and Water Leveson my sonnes And if she deny so to be bounden then I will that my said wif shalhave my saied

Plate and houshold stuf and fyve hunderth marks in money and no more Item I give to my sonne Richard Leveson two hunderth pounds and to Anne Leveson my doughter two hunderth poundes yf she be ruled in maririage by my wif and by
Richard my son or else to have no penny and to Joyes my doughter five hunderth marks and to Water and Edward my sonnes either of them five hunderth poundes And the residue of all my goodes debts funeralles and

Legacies paid I give to my thre sonnes Richard Water and Edward after the manner following That is to say to Richard one hunderth poundes thereof and the rest holly to be equally parted between them because

Richard hath the greatest preference by my landes And yf it happen either of my two daughters Elizabeth or Joyce happen to dy before that they be of lawfull age or maried so that ther husbonds ought not to have the saied porcions of money to them geven Then I will that there porcions of money or the porcion of either of them shall come to thandes of Margery my wif she to dipose the same  at her pleasure And emonge my foresaied Legacies I will and give to Mary the wif of my sonne Richard Leveson a coppe of fyve poundes and a ring of gold of xl s and a blacke gowne And to my wif and my iij sonnes ech one a ring of gold of xl s and a black gowne And to Anne and Joyce my doughters in 

Likewise Also I give to William Austry twentie pounds and a ring of gold of xxx s and a blacke gowne And to William Creswall x li and a ring of gold of xxx s and a blacke gowne And to William Norwood a ring of gold of xxx s and a blacke cote And to William Chorlton of Wombrige a ring of gold and xl s and a blacke gowne And to William Chorlton of Tharsall a ring of gold of xxxs and a blacke cote And to George Eyton a ring of gold of x s and a black cote 
And to Richard Corbett fourtie shillings and a black cote and to William Eke and Richard Wolaston either of them  a ring of gold of xxs and a blacke cote And of this my will I make Overseers Sir Edward Aston and Sir Rowland Hill knights and do gyve to either of them for a Remebraunce a ring of gold of iii li vi s viij d In wytnis herof This my last will which my hande written and my name herto put and subscribed with my hand an shall herto put the day and yere ut supra

By me James Leveson

