D593/C/7            Will  Thomas Leveson 15 April 1576

In the name of god amen the Fiftenthe daye of Apryll

in the yere of oure Lorde god a thousande, fyve hundred and

thre score and sixtene and in the eightenth yere of the/

raigne of our Sovereigne Ladye Quene Elizabeth – I

Thomas Leveson of hawlynge in the Countye of Rent Esquire

beinge at this present sicke in bodye and yet of perfect/

remembrance god be thanked therefore do ordayne and make

my testament and Last will in manner and forme followinge

Fyrste I yelde my Soule into the handes of Allmyghtie god

trustinge assuredly/ by the merittes and deathe of his

deare sonne my only Savyoure and redeamer Jesus

Christe after this Lyfe to inheritt the Lufe everlastinge,

my body I yelde to the earthe from whence it came/

the churche of Buckeston in Kent to be buryed, as nere

unto my Late wyfe as convenyentlye may be yf it shall please

god, then to call me to his mercye or if else where,

then in suche convenient/ place and in suche order, as to

my executor and overseers shalbe thoughte moste meete

and convenient  Item I will there shalbe bestowed emongst

the poore people which shalbe at my buryall Tenne/

poundes or more, at the discrecon of my executor,

and overseers And emongst the poor people inhabitinge

within the severall parishes of Buckeston. and hawlynge at

convenient tyme when my executor and/ overseers

shall thinke meete and convenient within one yere after

my deceasse in everye of the saide parishes iiili vis viid

And I will there be bestowed in blackes againste my buryall

or funeralles/the some of Fyfty poundes to be bestowed

in coates and gownes emongest my children, coates 

emongest my servantes/ and in coates or gownes

emongest such other of my frendes as my executor/

and supervisions shall thinke meete and convenient
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And I will and bequethe unto my youner sonne

William Leweson and unto my nine daughters to everye of

them two hundred poundes a pece/ over and

besides the Legacyes of twentye poundes severallye

devysed to somme f my children by the last will and

testament of dionyse Leveson my mother deceased And

yf my goodes and/ Chattells will not extende thereunto my

debtes and other other Lagacyes paide then I will That my

Lovinge Frendes Arthur Dawbreye  f London marchaunte

taylor Henrye Plankeney marchaunte/of the scaple and

John Glastbeke of coxwel (?) within the Countye of Essex

shall have and take thissues revenues and profittes of all

my mannors Landes tenements and hereditaments with/theire

appurtenances within the Counties of Essex ken to 

Staffordshire and London or els where within the realm

f Englande whereof I or any other to my use doe stande

seased in fee simple/ at this present, untill such tyme as theye

shall or maye have receyved of the clere yssues and

profittes thereof, all my charges reparses deducted and

allowed so much as shall suffice/ to make upp the

fulsome of two thousand poundes and of the saide

four score poundes of Lawfull inglishe moneye, which

saide two thousand poundes I will shalbe bestowed

amongest my younger/children in manner and fourms

followinge that is to saye to William my youngest

Sonne two hundred poundes and to everye of my

daughters nowe Lyvinge, beinge nyne in number two

hundred poundes a pece/ to be delyveredd to them

and everye of them as followeth that is to saye

to my saide sonne William when he shall have

accomplished the age of twentye foure yeres, and to

my sayde daughters to everye of them/at theire

severall full ages of twenty one yeares or at theire
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severall marriages at such one of them as shall fyrste

happent yf so muche moneye shall then be receyved of

thissues and profittes/of the Landes and tenements

aforesaide or otherwyse or els so sone after

as the sume maye be receyved.  In payment of which

saide severall Legacyes my meaninge is that theldest

of my saide children/shall fyrste be paide  Provided

allwayes and my meaninge is that yf it fortune my saide

sonne William or my saide daughters or anye of them to

departe this lyffe before marriage or before/ they shall

severally have accomplished the age of twentye one yeres Then

that his hir and theire parte and pcorcon and Legacye so

dyenge, before theire severall tymes appoynted for/

the receipt of the same shallbe equallye devyded emongest

the rest of my younger children then ever lyvinge in suche

manner and forme to them severallye to be delyvered as is

aforsaid  And/ the said foure score pounds I will shalbe

paide and delyveredd to suche of my saide children

as sholde have the same in suche order as by the last will

and testament of the saide dionyse is appointed/

Provided allwayes and my will and meaning is that yf my

heyre at any tyme after he shall have accomplished the

age of two and twentye yeres shall and will take uppon him/

the charge and payment of the before menconed two

thousande and foure score poundes to my saide younger

children, or so muche thereof as then shalbe unpaid in

suche manner and forme as is before/menconed and shall

and will yelde make and delyver unto my saide Lovinge

Frendes, or to the Survivor or Survivors of them or to

the executors or administrators of the Survivors of them

suche good land convenient assurance by bond, or

otherwise in due forme of lawe to be executed, and

made as to my saide Lovinge Frendes the
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the Survivor or Survivors of them, the executors

or administrators of the/Survivor of them shalbe

thoughte meete and convenient as well for the true

aunswearinge payenge and discharginge of the said severall

Legacies given to my saide younger children and of/

every of them or as muche of them and every of them

as then shall remayne unsatisfied or paide accordinge

to the entent and meaninge of this my present testament

and last will as also for/the discharging of the saide

foure score poundes given by my saide mother to

some of my saide children  And for the better acquitinge

and discharginge of my said Lovinge Frendes and

every/ of them and of thexecutors and administrators

of everye of them againste my saide children and

everye of them for the same Then my will and

meaninge is that from thenceforthe my said/heyre

shall have and enioye to him and to his heires for ever

all and singular my manners Lanes tenements and

hereditaments before lymited and appointed to my saide

Lovinge Frendes the great/house in Lyme streete

and the four tenements thereunto adioyninge with theire

apportenaunces only excepted which saide great house

with theire appurtenaunces together with the saide

four tenements thereunto/adioyninge except suche

parcells of the saide great house as now bene in the

occupacon of me the said Thomas Leveson after suche tyme

as my saide children shalbe satisfied of theire saide/

Legacys I will unto william Leveson my younger 

Sonne, and to his heires for ever  And yf my heire

doe not take uppon him the charge and payment of the

saide severall Lagaceyes before/mentioned devysed to

my saide younger children in manner and forme aforsaide

together with the payment of the saide foure score poundes,
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Then my will is that afterso muche money Levyed of

thissues/ and profittes of the promisses as before is

ment and devysed to be bestowed amongest my younger

children all yssues charged and reparses  deducted, That

my sonne William shall have my saide greate/ tenement

with the appurtenances in Lyme Streete together with my

saide foure tenements thereunto adioyninge, sceppt suche

parcells of the saide greate tenement as are before

excepted to him and/ he heires are forever  Item I

will That all suche of my tenantes as nowe bene my

servaunts or heretofore have bene my servaunts shall

have suche Landes and tenements as they holde of myne for/

suche yerely rent as they now paye for the same and under the

covenauntes and agreements which theye are charged

unto untill such tyme as my heire shall have accomplished

thage of twentye two/yeres keapinge the same in

good repaire and payenge and performinge the rentes

customes services and covenaunts due for the same

and usinge them selfe towarde my heire as becometh

tenaunts todoe/ Item I give to everye of my 

Servaunts dwellinge with me in my house or wearinge

my Lyverye of my gifte at the tyme of my deathe

that is to saye everye man Servaunte fortye

shillings a/pece and to everye woman Servaunte

twentie shillinges a pece And In consideracon

that my sonne John Leveson shall perform and suffer

all poyntes accordinge to the entente and true meaninge

of these presents And also paye my debts and discharge

my funeralles I give unto my saide sonne all

other my goods Chattells and/debts whatsoever

which saide John Leveson my Sonne I ordayne

and make thonlye executor of this my testament
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and last will.  And I ordainbe and make my Lovinge

brother in lawe John Gresham/and william Leveson my

brother my overseers .f the same.  And doe give to

everye of them for theire paines over and besides all

theire ordinarye charges that they shalbe at aboute

this my will to them/ to be allowed Tenne poundes a

pece, whose advyse and direction my will is my saide

heire shall use trustinge theye will as faithefullye

advise him as theye wolde receyve advyse in any

case of theires/ And I Evoke all former willes

by me made  And if it happen me to departe this

lyffe my sonne and heire John Leveson beinge

within age Then I will that my overseers above

menconed shall/take the charge of thexecucon of

this my will and testament for my saide sonne untill

he shall come to the age of twentye one yeres,

And they then to delyver all things into his

handes and to make/accompte of all that they

shall have delt withall And uppon theire accompte

and delyverie of all thinges to my saide sonne to be

from thenceforth discharged, not doubtinge but

theye will deale/as faithfullye for me and him

therein as theye wolde be delte withall them

selves in the Like case And in wytnes that this

my whole last will and testament I have been unto

subscribed/and putto my Seale In the presence

of Edmunde Calthorpe Thomas CaHell clerke

Henry Plankoney William Leveson and Joseph  ?

the daye and yere aforsaid

