D868/1/12: VA Sir Richard Leveson and Political Intrigue #1
1 S[ir]s: want of Messengers hath stayed me thus longe
2 from wrytinge vnto you: And havinge now not much

3 leasure to enter in to particulers you must be content

4 with a short discourse: Touchinge the present state of
5 the Buysines by land, you shall (-) & stand that the

6 Lord deputy is yet befor Kingsalle incampinge vppon the

7 North syde of the Town. The lord presidentes? Forces

8 stretchinge out to the Norwest: The first Approach was

9 made vppon the North side about 30 score from the Town

10 The second, about 14 score of, which within fewe dayes made

11 a breach Assaultable 40 yardes in breadeth as I coniectiure

12 The breach beinge made, It was not thought fitte by ou[r] capt[ayne]

13 and Councell of warre to enter for divers Reasons wherof

14 I am vnable to judge beinge out of my element.

15 Now that vessigne? is altered, the canon reached

16 from that place to the Norwest syde, A breach must be

17 made and Assaulted: In the Interim, I must tell you

18 that when the first Breach was made the Spaniards salied?

19 out in the Nyght very proudly beinge in number 800 gave
20 vppon ou[r] Ordanance, and (-) for them in o[ur] Trencher

21 but were beaten backe loosinge at least 200 of ther best

22 Men.   S[ir] J must be short, and I dare not recite many
23 things vnto you which I am desirous to do because I will

24 not comit to papers, but you shall heare my opinion

25 though I am no land man, and you must not esteem
26 otherwyse of it than as a bare conceite of him that

27 vnderstandeth littell and desireth to satisfye him self

28 by circu[m]stance of Reason.

29 The Lord Deputy is a gallant fellow, A man Temperate in

30 Councell and valiant in execution: But here is the Truth of

31 his case, Time hath (-) omitted not through his default
32 but by some other Accident, Tyron and 

33 (-) are come

34 down beinge 7000 stronge, and howerly expected to lodge vppon

35 the Backe of ou[r] Campes: (-) John de Aguilia is resolved

36 and although he want flesh to sate yet he wanteth no breade

37 nor any Munimentis of warre, yf the lord deputy do gete?
38 vppon the Town he must subiecte him self to the danger of a

39 stronge and a powerfull enemy behinde him. This beinge so

40 each parte must stand vppon his gard expectinge who shall

41 famish? First and new supples must be sent out of

42 england.
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43 To conclude vnless the buysines be more Royally vndertaken, I am much

44 Affrayed that here is a perpetuall warre grounded: sea? Hoc tibi)

45 yet I must needes say that the Queenis very Royall, havinge on

46 this day 18000 men in pay vppon her Charge within this kingdome

47 besides her shippes.

48 Now s[ir] to that which appertayneth to my self: you shall vnderstand

49 That the second of December the lord Deputy received knowledge that 6

50 Spanish shippes with 2000 souldiers were come into Castell flaven beinge distant from

51 Kingsalle 9 leagues or theraboutes, whervppon I Addrest my self
52 for that plain leavinge  s[ir] (-) preston? At Kingsalle with the on

53 half of my fleet: the 5th of De. I sett sayle from Kingsalle, for,

54 sooner the wynde would not geve me leave, the 6 of De. I

55 Arryved at Castell Haven, where I was received with 8 peeces
56 of great Ordanance planted vppon the Shore and 500 small shott

57 at the least, the place beinge very narrowe.

58 It was my purpose and direction to have boarded, to the end that

59 every Spanish shippe mought? Serve asa Bulworks for ou[r]s: against

60 the Ordernance vppon the shoare, But the Spaniards halinge? Vp

61 ther shippes so neere vnto the shoare as I could not come vnto

62 them did prevent me in that, so I came to an Anckor with

63 my shippes: (-) within foure houres After my cominge in to the

64 Harboure I forced the Spaniards to Quitte all ther shippes

65 And sunke on of them down directly: The Admirall with

66 9 foote water in hould cut his cable and dryve vppon the

67 Rockes, the vicadmirall with an other did lykewyse dryve to

68 the shoare.

69 The next day followinge I was constrained to ryde ther still

70 the wynde  beinge at southeast, and to suffer the fury of
71 ther ordenance from the Shoare which did much annoye me

72 The night followinge I causd all my shippes to warrpe out

73 befor me, and so came of safely with all my fleet (I

74 thanke God for it) In this fight I loste but 13 men

75 and had 30 men hurte or theraboute, only 3 of my own

76 servantes hurte all the rest well.

77 S[ir] God kepe you and send vs merry meetinge: com[m]end me

78 to all in Hallinge and yf you have any (-) I pray you

79 send it so in hast farwell.   Yo[ur] faythfull poore cosin

80 Richard Leveson

81 Kingsalle the

82 10th of De. 1601
