D868/1/4: VA Sir Richard Leveson at Sea.
1             S[ir]s: I had wrytten vnto you befor this time but that
2             my shippe was longe in com[m]inge about, and

3             being come, the yearneste? desire of yo[ur] honest brother

4             peter, held my shipe in an extraordinary attendaunce:

5             whom now I have delivered safely at Ostend to the great

6             contentment of his extream troubled thoughtes.

7             I do receave dayly letter vppon letter from yo[ur] partes with such fressh

8             Allarmes of the Spaniardes approach, as putteth us poore
9             seamen in to no littell Terror yet ou[r] best hope is, that

10           from the sea we do have no such thinge: but too much

11           scecurety is not alwayes full of saffety.

12           By? vurtart? bene?.  but for my self (If thanke god) I am
13           so well fitted to encounter an enemy (as 10 howers

14           of the 24 I do spend in pumpinge of my shippe,

15           such is the extremety of her leake.

16           Notwithstandinge the weaknes of my shippe and the danger

17           of the Enemye yf you will send down my Cosin Jacke

18           and his brothers, we will laugh, and hope once agayne
19           to se[e] Hallin[g].   I am nowe in plyinge to the westward
20           with my weepinge shippe as farre as Bungenes? about

21           Thursday next I meane to returne in to the Bownes?

22           to take my youthes aboard, whom I pray you send

23           without faylle. So in hast[e] wishinge to you all

24           as to my own harte I end Bownes the

25           3 of Au 1599

26           Alwayes yo[ur]s

27           Richard Leveson

28           I have alredy bespoken on Spaniardes

29           heare for jacke to carry vnto his mother.
