D868/1/6: VA Sir Richard Leveson at Home #1
1        To the right honorable

2        the Earle of Notingha[m]

3        Lord hygh Admirall of

4        England these?

5        Right honorable: in my last I imparted vnto yo[ur] Lo[rdshi]p

6        the estate of this Service: It may now please you

7        to reade somthinge in my own particuler.

8        I was advised, to perswade my wyffe to go down in to

9        the Contrey by towe spetiall reasons: The on growinge
10      out of the necessety of my own estate, beinge vnfortunatly
11      Charged (as yo[ur] Lor[dsh]ip knoweth) with many great debtes

12      and many troblesom sutes, and Choosinge rather to go

13      vnder my Corses at this first, than to hassard

14      my Topsayles vppon weake Mastes till my shippe

15      were better fitted.

16      The other (and indeede) more principall reason p[ro]ceedinge

17      from some other respect which in time shall

18      manifest vnto yo[ur] Lor[dsh]ip the dewty which I owe

19      vnto yo[ur] self, and the love I beare to my wyff

20      and her worth.

21      She was content to harken to my perswasions and to allowe

22      of my reasons: hervppon I provided my howse in the

23      Contrey, and appoynted my people to come vp, to wayte

24      vppon her. Now she answereth (as I am tould) that
25      she will not go:    An Answere which I was not

26      Accustomed to receave from her.

27      If it be yo[ur] Lor[dsh]ips pleasure to have her stay, let

28      me know it, and you shall ever have power to

29      com[m]and me both in this and all thinges elly?: without
30     respect to my charge, or without challenginge to my

31     self that priveledge which the meanest  men beinge

32     maried do vse to have.

33     And although I have in some parte discovered vnto yo[ur] Lor[dsh]ip

34     the reason of my intent, of havinge my wyffe in to the

35     Contrey, yet it is no parte of my intent to dispute
36     reason with yo[ur] Lor[dsh]ip

37     Thus much (for prevention) lest I should vndergoe any

38     wronge Construction, of him, to whom I am so much

39     bound, I thought good to imparte.

40     Now I have vnfoulded my Cause, knowinge yo[ur] judgement

41     and experience to be farre befond myne, havinge ever

42     found yo[ur] love to my self and nothinge doubtinge yo[ur]

43     affection to yo[ur] daughter I leave my self to yo[ur]
44     honorable wysdom: humbly prayinge yo[ur] Counsell

45     to her and yo[ur] advise to me which I will

46     follow as my direction. and ever rest

47     At yo[ur] honors Com[m]and Rich[ard] Leveson

48     It was my ill haffe? to have a fitte or tow?
49     of an ague which I hope is past: howsoever

50     I will in person attend the service

51     Downes the 18th
52     Jan 1600
