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S[i]r
I hope that the Rationale I told you of will be very shortly w[i]th you; for it is

delivered to your

Cosen at the 3 Crowns to be conveyd by the Carryer who was to come from

hence yesterday (as

he sayd) Admirall Pen is come backe from Jamaica w[i]th part of the Navy, but

hath left

Generall Venables dead there, and many more as most men say. Some talke
of Recruits and I

cannot tell which; but others feare that we have lost soe much by this voyage

that there will be little

encouragement to adventure again. It is sayd that 3 of the best Ships were blown

up or fired and

many men perisht in the accident. They say that Pen is at Portsmouth. There is 

one sturgeon?

of the Protectors Lifeguard taken and imprisoned, as a framer? or disperser   
of the Libellous (-)               

of w[i]ch I could never get a sight as yet. The protector hath been very ill this last

week, but they

say he is now recovered. His vncle S[i]r Oliver Cromwell is very lately dead by an

unhappy accident;

for I heare that he was out in the raine, and after his returne sitting by a good fire 
w[i]thout any com-

pany in the roome, by some weaknesse or swawne?, fell into the fire, and was 

soe scorch’d

that he dyed about two days after. We heare of great hurt by flouds, especially 

Northwards

by the overflowing of Trent, w[i]ch they say here hath gone over corne feilds.

Here is now some talke of the speedy enlargement of those that are in restraint;
and that we

shall have a new Militia setled? in 7 or 8 parts of the Nation, each having

their chardge

of those malignants w[i]thin their limits, and tis sayd that this is to be borne

out by the

Royallists only. Great preparation is making in Germany by the Emporour as

I heare, soe

formidable is the Swede growne by getting this footing in Poland at such an

easye rate. missing text

all I can tell you at present & soe desiring ny best service to be remembred to the

noble missing text

rest.                                                      Yours missing text

London 8 Sept. 1655                             W. D.
