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S[i]r
Yours of the 16th came not to my handes till this day forenight at 9 of 

the Clock in

the evening, after I had sent my Letter of that day to the Posthouse, soe  

slack are they in 

delivering out their Letters, since their new modelling of their Clerkes. If I

come into

countrey at Easter, w[i]ch I hope to doe, I shall be soe busied about  my 
Index, that I cannot

 (-) en? house; but I hope in the sum[m]er after Easter Terme is over to 

have good leisure to

present my service personally to my noble freind at Trentham, and 

perswade Dr Hinton to

accompany me thither.

I thinke I told you by my last of the honour done to Co[lone]l Pride, by

knighting him. Since that

the like is done to your quondain? acquaintance Co[lone]l Barkford?, the

Lieutenant of the Towne.

The Shiriffes are all now in print. M[iste]r Thomas Chetwin for 
Staffordshire.

On Monday last there was an unhappy accident at St James, Three
gentlemen, who had

been prisoners about 4 monthes; the one his name is Holder (as I heare)

son to him that

escaped when S[i]r Lewes (-) got away; the other Tirrell, & the third 

Jackson or Johnson

attempting to make their escape, and being pushed? into the Parke by a
souldier, shot the souldier

w[i]th a pistoll & broke his Arme, and being since taken about Spring 

Garden, are layd in Irons:

But this is not all; for I heare that those that were out upon baile are

now called in againe.

I am told that Co[lone]l Harvey (who hath the Bishop of London’s seat at

Fulham) though he be

out of the Tower is not forgiven his cosonage? of the Stacke?; for they say

that all he hath is

seized on for noe lesse then 56 thousand ponds, w[i]ch they lay to his

chardge as pocketed? by 

him unjustifiably.

The Dutch are gone out w[i]th a great Nevye, if reports here be true; noe 
lesse than 80 saile

of men of warr & 15000 Land men, in aide of Dantzict against the Swede.

I hope the Eccles[hire] Historye is w[i]th you before this time, & soe 

presenting my best service to the

noble k[nigh]t? I rest.                                  Yours

London 26 jan. 1655                                   W. D.
