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8th February? 1669
Deare Will:

I receyued the enclosed, & another w[i]th it, wherein T. Smith tells

me, that he hath in this, sent an account of what Cord? wood is taken

vp, & that he supposeth, m[iste]r Mansell hath payed already 400 li for Cord
wood: I could giue him no other answer to that, then neither you nor

myselfe could tell, what was receyued for Cord wood what for Rent, unlesse

the receipts were distinguished in his Accompt?, that we knew well

what Bills were receyued from m[iste]r Mansell, what from him, and

vpon that opportunity I took occasion to lett him know the necessity of

leuelling? an entire years Accompt by it selfe, w[i]th out (-) (-)
ding the Rents & p[ro]fitts of one yeare w[i]th another, & that it might

be so w[i]th out intermixture, your (-) positiue direction in your

name to call for all areares due at the last Rent day, and to

take the seuerest coarse w[i]th those who doe not pay, as people

not fitt to be Tenants, who sitt upon such easy rents, yet answer

them not thereby instead of doinge what they ought, (-) that
expectation, & make confusion in the method of y[ou]r? Affaires. It may be

this will not be regarded, because it is only aduice, but if you

write to that purpose, it will carry the stamp of authority, and then?

I wish you will signify y[ou]r minde accordingly to him, & the sooner

the better. My Lady Bathe is almost perfectly well, & seemes resolued

to be more care full of her health, indeed she hath reason, for the paine

was sharp for the time, & the swellings uneasy & troublesome to boot?. I

wait vpon my Lord to morrow (God willing) to S[i]r J. Charlton?, & Sergant
Baldwyn, w[i]th much trouble ( the – sindering?) they haue promised to

be together. My seruice to my Lady Jane, I doubt not she hath err

this, receyued her lett[er] in blank verse, but she is to expect another

from S[i]r R. Howard, inlesse his muse be out of humor, because my

Lady Bathe wonn his mony at l’Hombre Last night, but if my

Lady haue a rime from her uncle Prideaux, she will easily (-)

that the Burgesses? in Parl[iament]? drink rather water then wine, if the Poetry

be rightly considered, but whether all proue Rhythme or verse, they
are together w[i]th my selfe( who will venture no lighter then prose) (-)

very humble seruants: Mrs Dorrell will finde she is not forgotten,

indeed she need not feare, but a handsome Lady will be in the thoughts of all
who know her. I haue neither Leisure, nor list to rally, Prayers are

fittest for my Age (though necessary for all) they are not wantinge

for you, y[ou]r wife, my daughter Frank, the children, & all my frends

and Relations, nor my endeauours in all things to apeare your

most Affectionate Father

Tho[mas] Gower

My Loue to my brother Edward

he shall heare from me God willing

next post.
