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Noble Si[i]r
this unfortunate country is still the

sceane of trouble, m[iste]r Hotham is issued 

out of Hull w[i]th 1000 foot, and 2 troops

of horse (or rather 2 in one) and many

of the Country is ioyned to him, and they

expect dayly 2 Regiments of foot, and

2 troopes of horse from the South, he will

much trouble vs, by beinge master of the

water whereby he can take, and leaue

when he pleaseth, and this Country beinge

full of riuers, and he hauinge posessed

Cawood Castle (the Bishops house) w[i]th in 7

miles of York standinge vpon the riuer, we

can not force him, and he is safe, ha-
uinge his retreat by water, and can return

at his pleasure, w[hi]ch will haggle out this

country, w[hi]ch hath no helpe from the Kinge

but a great part of o[ur] Gentry w[i]th him
little money or Ammunition. Not w[i]th stan
dinge these difficulties accordinge to my

duty I am raysinge the County, and w[i]th

part of the forces drawn together I am

now w[i]thin six miles of him, the Earle of 

Cumberland is prouidinge at York, but a

treaty of peace concluded and since strange

ly deserted by the Gentry of his part, hath
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much retarded o[ur] preparations yet in-
censed the people against him and them.

You will shortly heare what will be done in

the meane time I haue a mighty burden

vpon my shoulders, beinge now to oppose
orders of Parliament (for oath ties? me

to maintaine the County in peace as far

as I can, and represse the disturbers)

and this w[i]th out money or means, but

the bare assistance of the people, w[hi]ch

I can not make a foundation vpon.

My wife presents her seruice, and by

her extream fears, is not a little trou

ble to me at this time, and she dare

not come in Newcastle because the plauge
is there. You may be pleased to excuse

this hasty paper, I am full of business

but in what estate soeuer

S[i]r

Your affectionate nephew

and humble seruant

Tho[mas] Gower

Pontefract 5th?

Oct: 1642

I beseech you my seruice

may be presented to my lady.

This bearer goes to the army
if you please to commande him.
