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S[i]r                               Stitnam. Feb. the ii 1672/3
In order to yo[ur] commands I went w[i]th Mr Hayes to Malton, and gott oures

and our adversarye Potts reviewed, w[i]th w[ha]t? objections a free and impartiall
judgm[en]t could suggest, w[hi]ch you will find entred in the Margins, our friends

are yet very confident and promise themselves and you successe, Ned Usher will

willingly undertake a London Journey, and hopes to engage old Mathew

Preston with him, I shall endeavour to perswade Will[ia]m Brown if it

be possible to come up, being the most considerable person among them,

and able both to speak to the matters of the town, and to giue some

Information about his age but he seems very unwilling both upon the

acc[oun]t of his being a Quaker, and also that his country affairs will not

permitt soe long an absence, it being now the seed time for beans (-)
I pray be very cautious and circumspect in yo[ur] matters, Mr Palmer

assures them (of Mr Hob[b]s good successe) at Malton, John Lacon?, and

Rymor w[i]th their Bayliffe, are seting forward, they haue all their consultations

and tricks at? Timothy Portingtons, and haue now made all the Put? Town freeholders?

either principalls or bearers? to armes at New Malton, although they

be Landlords of small freeholds in the town, our friends complain of great

injustice and oppression in it, and doe intend to seeke redresse from the
Deputy Leuetenants, it haueing been managed by a Caball of Witts at
Timms? house, w[i]thout the privacy of our party

If I can be serviceable to you in any thing of this affair I shall

be glad of it, some scattered thoughts I haue drawn together, if

you will giue yo[ur] self the trouble of reading them, it may be you may
gather some thing from them, I haueing showd them to Hayes allready,

Yorke Feb the 12th   The last night I came to York to meet Mr Driffeild and Mr Hill, the former

haueing allready given w[ha]t advice he could in yo[ur] affair by letter. What I propounded to 
them

were either in reference to his age, your Poll?, or the Baliffe, to the firste
 (upon perusall of our Evidences for his non age) they look upon them as insufficient proofs
and, think that they will little avail, none of them directly proueing it, soe that

they advise you, to get some order (if the Committee can issue out any such) to bring
up some of those women w[hi]ch haue discoursed his age with his nurse being judged the

most fitting, as to yo[ur] poll tis their opinion that yo[ur] safest way is to insist only on
freeholders for though you haue many objections ag[ains]t theirs yet they were made

by yo[ur] own party, and w[it]hout doubt the contrary party could in many vindicate them

selves, or raise as great ag[ains]t yo[urs]. nay tis the Generall opinion of all knowing

p[er]sons w[i]th whom we discourse, that the freeholders haue the only right of Election of

Burgesses (in Borroughs not corporate as Malton) and being? Malton can show noe
Charter to contradict it, nor age? nor Custome to disallow it, being but of 32 years

standing, since these long discontinuance, they judge it the only thing you are to insist on

As to the Baliffe (for they our Adversaryes? say you are returned? by a wrong Bayliffe) Mr
Driffeilds

& Mr Hill doe both judge your Baliffe good enough if not better than theirs, 
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Stamper? being publiquely voted for ( as others before him haue been) and also

sworn Baliffe of the Mann[or]? of the Burrough; and though the sheriffe now try?
parkhall and a party concerned in directing his ord[ers] to Harrison, yet it rather makes for you

then ag[ains]t you. as to Wittnesses I think Will Brown, Ned Usher, Matt Preston, Lance Thorp

and Mr Harding maydoe well, with Sinclar who witt our Roll and either Ponnock

of my self for theirs, but I haue too long troubled you, I wish you good

successe health and happynesse and am

Yo[ur] most humble serv[an]t
Plaxton
The petition inclosed was drawn up ag[ains]t harrison and

Langly, but tis very odde and ridiculous, Mr Gibson

being never named in it.

The Witnesses I believe will come up by coach, and it will be the safest

and cheapest way, for if any of their horses dy, or the businesse be put of
you must still repair and maintain them in town.
