D593/B/1/23/55  Copy deeds for 4th Duke’s gift of land for Public Library & Technical Institute, Longton 1896 (Political Control)
This Indenture made the 29th day of December 1896. Between
The Most Noble Cromartie Duke and Earl of Sutherland

(hereinafter referred to as “the Duke”) of the one part and The Mayor
Aldermen and Burgesses of The Borough of Longton in the County

of Stafford (hereinafter called “the Corporation”) of the other part. Whereas
the Duke is seized of or otherwise well entitled to the piece of land

hereinafter described and intended to be hereby assured for an estate of

inheritance in fee simple in possession subject together with other hereditaments

of very large value situate in the County of Stafford known as the Trentham

Estate to a yearly rent charge of £5000 payable to Mary Caroline Dowager Duchess

of Sutherland during her life. And Whereas the Duke is desirous of making

a free gift  of the said piece of land to the Corporation for the purposes of

a Public Library and a Technical and industrial institution subject to such

conditions and stipulations as are hereinafter expressed and contained. Now
this Indenture witnesseth that in order to effectuate his said desire

The Duke as beneficial owner doth hereby convey unto the Corporation their

Successors and assigns All that piece of land situate in the Borough of Longton

in the said County of Stafford containing by estimation 3630 square yards or
thereabouts bounded on the North East side therof by the Highway leading from

Longton to Stone called Stone Road and on the North West and South West side

thereof by a road or place called Cliveden Place and on the South East side

thereof by a new Road called Rosslyn Road and delineated and colored pink

on the plan drawn in the margin of these presents To have and to hold
the same Unto and to the use of the Corporation their successors and assigns for the

purposes of a Public Library (within the meaning of “The Public Libraries Act
1892”) and an Institution (within the meaning of “The Technical and

Industrial Institutions Act 1892) or for any other purpose in harmony with the

objects of the said Acts subject nevertheless to the covenants and stipulations

hereinafter expressed and contained but to the intent that the said yearly 

rent charge of £5000 shall henceforth be charged exclusively on the other

hereditaments hereinbefore mentioned which are charged therewith and in

exoneration of the said land and premises hereby granted And the Duke

doth hereby covenant with the Corporation that he the Duke will at all

times hereafter exonerate and indemnify and keep exonerated and

indemnified the Corporation their Successors and Assigns and the said

piece of land and premises and every part therof from and against the
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said rent charge and any Succession Duty which may become payable in
respect of the said annuity on the lesser thereof and against all powers

and remedies for recovering the same and against all actions accounts

claims demands costs and proceedings whatsoever in respect of the non

payment thereof or otherwise howsoever in relation to Provided always
and the Duke hereby expressly stipulates and declares that the gift and assurance

hereby made of the said piece of land and premises to the Corporation shall

be subject to the conditions and provisions hereinafter contained which the

Corporation hereby covenant and undertake that they and their Successors

and assigns shall and will at all times hereafter abide by observe and

perform that is to say:-

1.
The Corporation shall as soon as practicable erect upon the said

piece of land such buildings and accommodation as may be necessary

usual or convenient for the purposes of a Public Library and a

Technical and Industrial Institution and the same shall at all times

and for ever hereafter be maintained and used for those purposes or

for any purpose in harmony with the objects of the before mentioned

Acts of Parliament

2.
No buildings other than such as may be necessary and usual

and convenient for the purposes to which the land is dedicated as

aforesaid shall at any time be erected thereon.

3.
No charge shall be made for admission to the said Library or for

the use thereof by the inhabitants of the District but the Corporation their

successors or assigns may if they think fit lend books magazines and

newspapers to persons not being inhabitants of the district either gratuitiously

or for payment

4
The said Institution shall subject to such byelaws and rules as

may be made by the Corporation their Successors and assigns from time

to time for the general management and conduct of the same be open

generally either to all persons or to all persons within specified limits as

to age qualification or otherwise and either without payment or on
specified terms as to times of attendance and payment of

subscriptions and fees or otherwise but so that no preference be given to

any person or class of persons within the specified limits Provided however

that notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained the Corporation

may from time to time and as often as they may deem it necessary
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or desirable close the said Library Institution and buildings or any part

or parts thereof for the purpose of holding lectures exhibitions or entertainments

or for any other purpose or purposes which in the opinion of the Corporation

are or may be conducive to the objects for which the said library and Institution

is established and carried on or to the maintenance or improvement thereof

And may during such time or times exclude the public from the

premises or any part or parts thereof either altogether or except upon 
payment of a subscription or charge for admission Provided nevertheless

that the power of excluding the Public or of restricting the user of the said

premises under the foregoing proviso shall not be exercised so as to interfere

materially with the use of the buildings for their primary purposes under

the said acts of parliament.

5.
In case the said land shall not be utilized for the purposes aforesaid

within 5 years from the date hereof or if the said Public Library and institution

when erected or established shall cease continually for one whole year to

be maintained and used for the purposes aforesaid then and in either

of such cases it shall be lawful for the Duke or his heirs thereupon or at

any time thereafter to reenter and take possession of the said land and

premises and put an end to the grant and assurance thereof hereby made

and in such case the said land and premises shall if required by the Duke

or his heirs be reconveyed by and at the cost of the Corporation their

successors or assigns to him or them or as he or they shall direct. In
Witness. whereof the Duke has hereunto set his hand and seal and the

common seal of the Corporation has been hereunto affixed the day and

year first before written.

Signed Sealed & Delivered by the



Sutherland     LS.

within named Cromartie Duke and

 Earl of Sutherland in the presence of


E. W. Culverwell



   Clerk      Trentham

Aaron Edwards    The Common





Staffs.



Major.

Seal of The











Borough of








Geo C Kent.

Longton









Town Clerk.

L.S.

[page 4]  [reverse]
Dated 29th December 1896


The Most Noble Cromartie

Duke & Earl of Sutherland

The Mayor Aldermen and

Burgesses of the Borough of

Longton in the County of Stafford.

Copy.

Deed of Gift of land 

situate in the borough of Longton

in the County of Stafford for a

Public Library and Technical

and Industrial Institution.
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  Charity Commissioners


Charity Commissioners


39275




1503

Received 30th December 1896

Received 15th January 1897.

Enrolled under the Mortmain and Charitable

uses Act Amendment Act 1892 (55 Vic : c. 11) and The

Technical and Industrial Institutions Act 1892 (55 & 56 Vic :

c. 29, sec 10.)




G. Holford



Authorized under 50 & 51 Vic : c. 49 Sec. 3.
