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From the Lilleshall Collection:

Transcript and translation of document ref: 972/1/1/151
Deed of manumission
9 Sep 1461
Omnibus Christi fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit Johannes Cawardyn armiger et dominus dimidie partis dominii de Shyppley in Comitatu de Salopie et Hugo damport armiger et margareta uxor mea dominus tercie partis predicti dominii de Shyppeley Salutem in domino Noveritis nos unanimi assensu et concessu manumisisse Johannem Sharwynde filium Ricardi Sharwynde nativum nostrum ad manerium nostrum de Shyppeley spectantem eundem que Johannem et totam sequelam suam ab omne honore servitutis quantum in nobis est exonerasse Ita quod nec nos predicti Johannes ac Hugo et margareta neque heredes nostri nec aliquis alius nominee nostro aliquam calimpinam seu actionem versus eundem Johannem aut sequelam suam actione predicta habere poterimus Set per presentes simus exclusi in perpetuum In cuius rei testimonium huic presenti Scripto nostro sigilla nostra apposuimus Datum apud Shyppeley predict’ in crastino nativitatis beate marie Anno regni regis Edwardi quarti primo
To all the faithful in Christ to whom the present script may come John Cawardyn esquire and lord of a half part of the demesne of Shyppley in the county of Shropshire and Hugh Damport esquire and Margaret my (sic) wife lord of a third part of the aforesaid demesne of Shyppeley greetings in the Lord. May you all know that we unanimously by agreement and consent manumit John Sherwin son of Richard Sherwin our serf the same belonging to our manor of Shyppeley and to have exonerated John and all his family from all feudal serviture as much as is in us (i.e. in our power). So that neither we the aforesaid John and Hugh and Margaret nor our heirs nor any one in our name can have any suit or challenge against the same John or his family by the action aforesaid. But by these presents we shall be excluded forever. In witness of this matter we have put our seal to this our present script. Given at Shippeley aforesaid on the morrow of the birth of the Blessed Mary in the first year of the reign of King Edward IV (9th September 1461)
