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From the Lilleshall Collection:

Transcript and translation of document ref: 972/1/1/1
Charter of King Stephen
[1145]
Stephanus Rex anglorum Archiepiscopis Episcopis Abbatibus Comitibus Justiciis vicecomitibus Baronibus Ministris et Omnibus fidelibus suis francis et Anglis totius Anglie salutem Sciatis quia prece Ricardi archidiaconi dedi et concessi pro anima Regis Henrici avunculi mei et aliorum predecessorum meorum Regum Anglie et pro salute mea et Mathilde Regine uxoris mee et Eustacii filii mei et aliorum Puerorum meorum prebendam ipsius Ricardi quam habuit in Ecclesia Sancti Alchmundi de Salopesberia et totum dominium suum et omnes alias res suas Canonicis Regularibus de Dunnitona et Omnes alias prebendas predicte Ecclesie Sancti Alchmundi quando deliberabunt cum Omnibus ad illas pertinentibus Quare volo et firmiter precipio quod predicti Canonici Regulares teneant et habeant in perpetuam Elemosinam bene et in pace et libere et quiete ab omni seculari exactione in bosco et plano in pratis in pasturis et in Omnibus aliis locis et rebus sicut Elemosinam meam Testibus Imaro Tuscul Episcopo legato R Hereford Episcopo et Rotrot’ ebroici Episcopo et R de Gant Cancellario et Comite W[illelmo] de Warenn et Comite Gisleberto de Clara et Comite Alberico et W[illelmo] de Ipra et H[enrico] de Essexa Apud Sanctum Edmundum
Stephen King of the English to the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, justices, sheriffs, barons, ministers and all his faithful people, French and English, of the whole of England, greeting. Know that I, at the request of Richard [of Belmeis] the archdeacon have given and granted for the soul of King Henry my grandfather and of my other precedecessors the kings of England and for my salvation and of Queen Matilda my wife and Eustace my son and of my other children the prebend of the said Richard which he had in the church of St. Alkmund of Shrewsbury and all the demesne and all his other stock to the Canons Regular of Donnington and all the other prebends of the said church of St. Alkmund when they shall fall vacant with all belonging to them. Wherefore I wish and strongly command that the said Canons Regular shall have and hold in perpetual alms well and in peace, freely and quit from all secular demands in wood and plain, in meadows and pastures and in all other places and things as my alms. [These being] witnesses: Imar Bishop of Tusculum legate, R[obert de Bethune] Bishop of Hereford, Rothrud Bishop of Evreux and R. of Ghent chancellor and Earl William de Warenne, Earl Gilbert de Clare and Earl Alberic and William of Ypres and Henry of Essex at [Bury] St. Edmunds.
