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30, Allsop Terrace, New Road
September 4th 1839
Madam,

Anxious as I have long been to be honoured by having one of my works in the possession of the Duke of Sutherland, the pleasure I experienced upon receiving your Grace’s letter could only be equalled by the kind manner in which the commission was conveyed, which will ever be deeply and gratefully impressed upon my memory.

It must always be a source of gratification to an artist to find so just an understanding of the spirit of his work as your Grace evinces, and I most fully concur in the criticism regarding the Dove and the Raven – Although the introduction of the Raven has been noticed by critics as highly poetical, showing that he returned no more because he had found his natural food; yet I entirely grant that the more painful details should be hidden, or only so much indicated as is absolutely essential to work out the idea: for it has been a principle with me in all my works, either to conceal or doubtfully portray those details which would be revolting to the eye and to good taste – I shall, of course, preserve the effect of sea and water as your grace points out; and I think that in a finished picture the foreground may be made highly interesting and picturesque by the introduction of shells, weeds and such other organic remains as geology informs us the Deluge deposited on the tops of even the highest mountains, and which being newly deposited would give scope for an interesting foreground upon a sufficient scale, but which details have been necessarily omitted in the small sketch.
The size I think requisite to give full justice to the subject matter, and to yield and to yield a picture worthy of Your Graces collection should be the same as the Fountain of Arethusa lately purchased by Lord Grey – about 6ft. 10in. by 4ft. 8in. if that should meet your Grace’s approbation.

With renewed expressions of gratitude
I have the honour to remain,
Madam,
Your Grace’s most obedient

And very humble servant.
John Martin

Her Grace

Duchess of Sutherland
