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Osborne
Jan: 3. 1870

Dear Duchess,

The sad illness

of dear Elizabeth

Argyll has obliged

her to resign
her high office

in my household,

which I need not 
say is a great
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sorrow to me. Un-
der these circum-
stances, I thought

of you, her sister-

in law - & the daugh

ter-in law of

my dear & ever

lamented friend,

 - whom I have

now, for long had 

the pleasure of

knowing.  I there-
fore offer you

the office of Mis
tress of the Robes
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which I hope you

will accept. - It

w[ou]ld be a comfort

to me to have one
about me so nearly
connected with 

her whom I must

part with
I do not however

wish the formal

announcement

of the resignation

of dear Elizabeth

or of your acceptance

to take place for
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another 3 weeks.

With my kind

remembrances
to the Duke,
believe me always,
dear Duchess,
Yours aff[ectionate]ly
Victoria R
