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“Lilleshall Cricket Club”

“My Lord Duke”

I hope your Grace will pardon me for

taking the liberty of writing you, but I feel it is my

duty to write, (as Secretary of the Cricket Club when

the war started) on behalf of the absent members

of the club with reference, how the club ground 

& pavilion will stand & be effected by the sale of your

Grace’s Lilleshall Estate.

Perhaps you will pardon me  for mentioning

that when the Cricket 

Grounds near Lilleshall House were given up,

your Graces late lamented father

presented the Club with a piece of ground near

the Hillside in a field on Mr Craddocks farm

& greatly assisted the Club in the laying out of the pitch.

I might say that out of 19 members at the 

commencement of the war, 16 joined up & all voluntarily

& of these 2 have been killed, & 1 wounded (twice) the

other 3 members are on Munitions Work, so that your Grace

will see that as far as the Lilleshall Cricket Club is
concerned they have something to be proud of in doing
their duty for their King & Country & I am sure that when

more peaseful times come they are all looking forward to

resume their games of cricket on the old ground.

Thanking your Grace for his great kindness as

President of the club in the past & hoping for your Graces

Patronage when Peace comes again.

P.T.O.
page 2]  


I have the honour to be, my Lord Duke,
Your Grace’s most obedient & most humble servant

(signed) William J Tomlinson

