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Robert Wilmot




Osmaston near

Derby Jan 9: 1719

My Lord

I humbly presume you find some of the Corporation of Derby are

Hurrying on a Bill, this Sessions, to make the River Derwent

there Navigable, and thereby to gain their Ends, without

opposition.

Several Gentlemen and myself, have Good Estates adjoining

to the River, and they neither think fit to Consult us about

it, nor show us this Bill: and all their former Bills were

Drawn extremely Prejudicial to us, and rather Calculated

for the Imaginary Advantage of a very few Persons in the

Corporation, than for the General Good of the Town or 

County.

They always had Trent a Free Navigable River but Five

Miles from Derby, and now made so at three Miles distant,

and they understand the notions of Trade so well, that they

seldom kept one Boat on it, and now none.

If the Bill comes into the House of Lords, I hope such

Reasons will be offer’d, as to induce you, and Your Interest,

To be against it; which I shall esteem an Obligation to

My Lord

Your most Humble Servant

Robert Wilmot

[PS] Mr Cotton of Etwall is very well

