Atkins boasted that his collection contained the only lion-tiger cubs in Europe. He ceased travelling in 1833 when he founded the Liverpool Zoological Gardens. An advertisement for Atkins's Royal Menagerie in the 13.6.1826, Dumfries Weekly Journal, includes an image of a seated tiger and lion. This woodcut scene is sometimes replaced by one showing a lion-tamer standing, holding a hoop through which the tiger leaps, while the lion looks on. In the advertisement it says "the anxiety expressed by the company at the time the keeper is in the den with the LION and TIGRESS, when going through their matchless performance, is meliorated by the animals alternatively caressing him".

An article in the Norfolk Chronicle, 26.1.1828 states that whilst the menagerie was at Norwich, "the docility of the Lion and Tigress, which are confined at the same den, along with 2 fine young cubs, a cross-breed between these 2 hitherto irreconcilable enemies, is truly astonishing. The manner in which they submit to be caressed and even chastised by the keeper, who fearlessly lies down among them in the den, shows how far the savaged nature of the fiercest animals can be subdued by a careful and judicious course of training".

In 1832 when the group and their trainer performed at Astley's Amphitheatre, as part of George Wombwell's Menagerie, the lion-tamer's name was given as Winney.

In a letter in The Times 10.1.1846, [George Wombwell] reports that in Norwich there is another instance of lion-tiger mating. However, these cubs were offspring of a tiger and lioness, unlike the painting, which shows a lion and tigress.

On 29.10.1847, The Times again reports a menagerie being shown to Queen Victoria at Windsor Castle. Whichever menagerie the animals were with, it seems this was a scene in a travelling menagerie, rather than a zoo, because the wooden den looks like a travelling wagon.

Historical information comes from a letter

from Mark Sorrell dated 30.3.1988.
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